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RADIO QUACKS 





Nation's Film Critics Mulling U. S. 
Org.; Supplant Venice's Pix Expo 








Memphis, July 11. 


Motion picture scribes of the na- 
tion’s press may band together into 
a national organization similar to 
the New York Film Critics’ Circle. 
Several critics on important papers 
have discussed the proposal at some 
length. Chief hitch seems to be 
some agreement as to how and 
where scribblers could be brought 
together for the purpose. 

One film editor has gone so far as 
to contact the Will Hays organiza- 
tion in quest of co-operation in 
launching project. MPPDA diliplo- 
matically refused on grounds that 
any such move might be regarded as 
an effort to regiment or intimidate 
the film press by the industry. Hays 
Office said it would be glad to help 
in every way if the critics them- 
selves should get together on such 
a scheme. 

Plan was discussed first among 
the writers on the Warner Bros. 
“Dodge City’ junket. Intended fur- 
ther confabs looking toward posi- 


(Continued on page 18) 


RKO SEEKS TAX 
CUTS; ARGUES 
VAUDE PASSE 


Predicating a suit on the contention 
that theatres equipped with stages 
are now obsolete, RKO is instituting 
action against the city of New York 
for a reduction of tax assessments on 
_ its theatres in the metropolitan N. Y. 
area. The action has been in prepa- 
_Tation for some months. 

In its affidavits, the circuit is lay- 
ing great stress on the decline and 
fall of vaudeville, which at one time 
_Was this circuit's major entertain- 
ment product. To vaude itself, this 
Suit is something of a final death 
knell, RKO, once the leading major 
Stage show circuit, is disavowing it 
83 an entertainment factor once and 
for all. 

Taxation of theatre property in 
New York is based on cubical con- 
tent. In pointing up the fall of 
vaude, RKO is trying to prove that 
taxation on that basis is necessarily 
wrong due to the numerous theatres 
in N. Y. which are not now using 
their stages. 

The suit is of great importance be- 
Cause of the precedent it may set 
with Tespect to other circuit and 
indie stage-equipped theatres in New 
York. Loew's, for instance, is in a 
Similar situation as RKO, having 
many houses in the metropolis that 
formerly played vaudeville. The 








Skourases, operating the former Fox | performing to th 
houses, and the Brandts are likewise | accepted floor show style and has, of all branches of the theatre. 
8reatly interested in the outcome of | 
‘bits to 10c. 


the action. 
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Piqued 


A number of English players 
on the WPA Federal Theatre 
Project received hints to become 
naturalized and some applied for 
citizenship. 

When the Project was legis- 
lated out, one overseas girl was 
reported complaining: “The way 
they’re treating us has made me 
so mad I don’t think I'll take out 
my second papers.’ 


Stoki, Whiteman, With 
‘Mechanical Music’ May 
Be Very Revolutionary 














Philadelphia, July 11. 

The American Federation of Mu- 
sicians has thrown up its guard to 
protect itself from another blow 
from ‘mechanical music,” since it was 
revealed here last week that both 
Leopold Stokowski and Paul White- 
man have achieved considerable suc- 
cess in experiments with electric- 
ally-amplified orchestras. 

Stokowski said he has been work- 
ing in Hollywood for the past year 
on amplifying devices by which a 
handful of musicians and sound en- 
gineers can produce more complete 
symphonies in every way than a 
dozen New York Philharmonics or 
Philadelphia Orchestras combined. 

Whiteman also noted that he had 
‘found that by placing one violin 
near a mike and six saxophones in 


(Continued on page 52) 





MEXICO STATIONS 
DIKE AIR TREATY 


United States Now Forced to 
Adopt New Tactics—Mex- 
ican Politicians Stall on 
Ratifying North American 
Reallocation Agreement 





BORDER COME-ONS 





Washington, July 11. 

It is now clear to the U. S. De- 
partment of State that the long stall- 
ing by Mexico on ratification of the 
North American radio treaty is sole- 
ly due to the tender sympathy held 
by certain Mexican politicians for 
the so-called ‘border’ stations, which 
continue to maintain, just below the 
Rio Grande, high-powered trans- 
mitters that spray over much of the 
United States a continuous fire of 
quasi-scientific come-ons. The State 
Department now hopes to out-flank 
the Mexicans and, with the aid of the 
Canadians and the Cubans, break 
through the log-jam. , 

The world’s greatest medicine 
show, dwarfing all previous efforts 
in this field, operating in Mexico. 
Many of the broadcasters are «fugi- 
tives from American radio, and all 
of them are reported coining money. 

Large quantities of mail order medi- 
cal literature pour from the prin‘ing 
presses owned by these stations. 
Patent panaceas, symptom charts, 
booklets and questions answered 
in a plain sealed envelope are other 
| forms of the mail order industry in 
| wholesale medical advice. But more 
| particularly the radio stations are 
(Continued on page 36) 
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N. Y. Fair's $.0.8. to Up Attendance: 





For Future Crix 





Sam Lyons, the Broadway 
agent, has an angle on televi- 
sion. When it arrives import- 
antly from a talent compensation 
angle, he thinks some of the 
actors who pioneered, although 
still young, will seem as old as 
Methuselah. He imagines future 
comment: 

‘Why she—or he—was one of 
the original blemishes.’ 


If It’s Not One Thing 
It’s Another; Saratoga 
In a Tough Spot Again 














Talk Se Kid Day and Other Hypos 


The S.O.S. signal is flying high 
over the New York World’s Fair 
midway, and the expo management 
is giving heed to it. This may take 
the usual red-tape route but the cam- 
paign is on for larger attendance at 
Flushing Meadows, or else. Re- 
ported that top officials have de- 
cided that a cure-all for the ailing 
amusement zone is a series of 350,000 
daily gates, 

Opening gum in the drive prob- 
ably will be a widely publicized 5e 
day for children. Second and prob- 
ably more important from money 
gross standpoint will be a Greater 
New York day, with downtown 
stores and business houses asked to 
shutter for a half-day so as to smash 
all attendance records. Latter is 
still in the embryo stage but is up 
for final consideration, because ex- 
position execs believe the fair is not 
getting the attendance break from 








Albany, July 11. 

Gambling will be okay again in 
Saratoga this season (August), but 
another snag has come up which 
may again affect the bookings of 
names into the Spa’s class spots. 
The pickings weren’t good for talent 
last summer because of the complete 
ban on gambling, but this year the 
State Liquor Authority is making 
things tough. 

While it’s understood the gen- 
darmes will lay off the games this 
year, the ABC liquor board has no- 
tified the joints that their liquor li- 
censes will be yanked if there's 
gambling. The operators are wait- 
ing to see if this order will be re- 
| laxed before committing themselves 
to any expensive name and band 
bookings, via their N. Y. City 
agencies. 








Laurie’s ‘Caravan Unit’ Plan to Make 


Up for FTP Bow-Out; No Govt Dole 
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NAME BANDS ON WAX 
TOP FLESH WEAKIES 


Pittsburgh, July 11. 
Out at Eddie Peyton’s roadhouse 
on the Siubenville Pike, they’re ad- 





vertising the music of Wayne King | agers and press agents would ap-| 


one night, Benny Geodman the next, 
and Artie Shaw, Guy Lombardo, Kay 
Kyser, etc., on successive p.m.’s. But 
there’s a catch to it. When Peyton 
decided biz wasn’t going so well with 
just ordinary bands, he chucked the 
whole idea, had a super-sound sys- 
tem installed, and is giving the cus- 
tomers an evening of discs from the 
same name band on each night. 

He’s still keeping a suggestion of 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Now that the Government has de- 
serted the actor, I believe that the 
actor should help himself, through 
his organizations and the help of all 
the other allied branches of the 
' theatre. In other words I believe 
| that if the Four A’s, the musicians, 
| the stagehands, scenic artists, man- 





!'point a representative committee. 
they would be able to form a plan 
whereby the members of all the 
branches of show business would 
benefit greatly and be able to make 
| a decent living in the branch of the 
theatre to which they have de- 
voted most of their lives. 

I offer the following idea for any- 
thing it may be worth, realizing 
that is in a very rough fprm, but 





flesh, however. Has a couple of acts; knowing that it can be put into 


reduced the price of drinks from two} 


There are wagons known 
(Continued on page 22) 





FIVE BARRYMORES 


nearby territory. 

With the consummation of these 
two plans for bolstering a gate that 
admittedly has been disappointing, 


ONEILL'S SOLO 
PLAY DELAYS 
TRILOGY 


we 





San Francisco, July 11. 
Eugene O'Neill, reported a bit 
tired from working on his trilogy 
for two solid years, may interrupt 
himself with an individual play. He 
has it outlined, just as he has almost 








IN THE MAINE WOODS 


Portland, Me., July 11. 








Last week saw five members of the | 


Barrymore clan in the Maine woods. 

Ethel was in Harrison, appearing , 
in ‘Whiteoaks.’ Diana, daughter of | 
John, was on U. S. Route 1, several | 
‘miles south of Ogunquit, adorning | 
Walter Hartwig’s Manhattan Reper-| 
tory Co. At Lakewood, Louise Drew | 
Devereaux, first counsin of Ethel, | 
Lionel and John, was at her sum- | 
|mer home with her husband, Jack 
Devereaux. Their son, John Drew 
Devereaux, joined his parents last 
week and opened last night (Mon- 
day) in the Lakewood theatre's pro-| 


e recorded music in| working form by the cooperation duction of ‘Family Portrait.’ Georgie 


Drew Mendum, another first cousin | 





all of his nine plays in the trilogy. 
Latter is four-ninths complete, start- 
ing with the Landing of the Pil- 
grims; play No. 2, the Revolutionary 
War; 3, the 1840s; 4, the Civil War 
period. 

The central character, descendant 
of a Pilgrim, has three sons—one a 
naval officer, one a lawyer, one a 
railroad tycoon, and their lives are 
treated in plays No. 5-6-7. Last two 
plays treat with the children of 
these three, and play No. 9 brings in 
their attitude of present-day prob- 
lems. 

While the trilogy is still untitled 
and no producer is mentioned, the 
Theatre Guild will probably do it, as 
it has most of O Neill’s works. The 
Guild would probably also do the 
odd play O’Neill has in mind to 
break up his arduous labors at his 
retreat near here, 





Maybe in 1940-41 
Although his plans have been 
changed from time to time, it is be- 
lieved Eugene O'Neill now figures 
on completing his cycle of nine plays 
some time next season, with pose 


as|of the main branch of the family, | sible production of at least two of 
| was at Deertrees with Ethel. y 


(Continued on page 52) 
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U. S. COMMERCE DEPT. STILL TRYING 


TO BE INTRA-FILM TRADE 





CONCILIATOR 





Govt. oer in Speeding General Biz Recovery— 'DAKOTAS-MINN. FARM 


Hence Taking No Sides — Just Hopes to Help 


Economics Along in General 


Max Golden Exits U 








Washington, July 11. | 

Plaints of independent exhibitors | 
will be heard by the Commerce | sntiemani ute th 

Department middlemen next week | Mex Golden washes up his asso- 

as final preliminary move in the at-' ciate produce: contract with Univer- 

tempt to help solve film industry | sal at the completion of ‘Hawaiian | 
s. Diagnosticians are dated Nights,’ now in the cutting room. 

syegy ae oust and his New| He made eight pictures in one 


year. on the lot. 
York LT.O.A. crew Tuesday (18) 
with Abram F. Myers and the Allied | 


States Association leaders trailing} Jag Roggevelt Off 








Wednesday (19). 
Skeptics who felt the commerce 
UA Board; to Devote 
plans remained doubtful about any Most Time to Coast | 
possible accomplishments from the | 

parleys. But some watchers decla red | 

for the troubles besetting the busi- as a member of the board of direc- 
ness and fully acquainted with the | tors of United Artists Corp., repre- 
chief issues which are behind the|senting the Goldwyn company. 


braintrusters were fumbling around 
the Federal peace-makers are seri- James Roosevelt, v.p. of Samuel | 
Justice Department attacks and the | James A. Mulvey, whom Roosevelt 


with good intentions, but no specific 
ously erdeavoring to suggest cures Goldwyn Productions, has resigned 
Neely bill fight. replaced on the board shortly after 


ical conniving which char- 
eee ee eee | try, succeeds him on the board for 


acterizes any important film confer- 


ences is topped in this instance by | 


the natural secrecy thrown around | 
government maneuvers to aid busi- 
ness. Reliable sources said, however, 
that Secretary Hopkins’ aides are 
seriously trying to bring about a 
reasonable adjustment of grievances | 
of both the indie exhibs and the 


major producer-distributor faction, | 


while seeking to remove the excuse 
for squawks from miscellaneous 
public groups. 


The talks with Brandt, Myers, et} 


al., following a discussion with Ed 


Kuykendall, will relate to the com- | 


plaints which indie theatre owners | 
have about the majors. Particularly | 
their dissatisfaction with the trade’ 
practice agreement and the yowls 
echoed to the Justice Department 
and various congressional commit- 
tees, 
Wrong Impressions 


Misunderstanding about the Com- | 
merce Department motives and ob- 
jectives is said to be due to the 
hush-hush attitude for which the | 


industry blocs are blamed. The gov- | 


ernment’s failure to clarify the sit- 


uation, however, has much to do | 


with the bewilderment which has 
overtaken a large segment of the 
film business and made Washington 
observers regard the ‘cooperation’ 


moves as more grandstand playing.!| Samuel Goldwyn. 


entering the motion picture indus- 


Goldwyn. 


Resignation resulted from desire of 
Roosevelt to spend more time at the 
Coast on company and production 
matters. Frequent trips to New 
York for the regular monthly meet- 
ings of the board were cutting in 
|too much on Roosevelt’s increased 
duties. The Goldwyn v.p. flew in 
from the Coast yesterday (Tues.) to 
attend yesterday’s board meeting 

which had been postponed from July 
4, and flew back to the studio last 
night. 


Roosevelt confirmed reports of 
| possible production of a film based 
|on the life and career of the late 
|John D. Rockefeller, stating that 
Goldwyn has been considering it and 


| owns several original stories on the | 


theme. He denied reports that Gold- 
| wyn was slackening up studio pro- 
| duction activities during the sum- 
| mer, stating ‘The Real Glory’ is in 
the completion stage and will be fol- 


|lowed within a few weeks by start | 


of ‘Raffles.’ 





Sam Goldwyn’s John D. 
| Rockefeller Pic Idea 


| Hollywood, July 11. 

| Picture based-on the late John D. 
| Rockefeller may be produced by 
Archie - Mayo, 


Phis is the situation as traced by | Goldwyn director, when recently in 


persons claiming to know the mind 
of the Federal officials: 


information (usually merely by | 
ogling trade publications and through | 
the impersonal Census’ Bureau | 
studies). With the Roosevelt Ad- 
ministration now bent on trying to 
unshackle industry and _ stimulate 
recovery, Secretary Hopkins feels 
his agency should be more active in 
trying to smooth relations between | 
warring film factions as well as those | 
between the industry and the Gov- | 
ernment. 

The ‘data’ which the Commerce . 
Department has requested from the 


majors—a somewhat surprising re- | 


quest in view of .1e mountain of fig- 
ures and assorted facts already on 
file, and the prodigious prowling of | 
the Justice Department sleuths—is | 
designed to put the Commerce peo- 
plz in a better position to act as um- 
pire. As forecast in Variety when 
the talks started, the Hopkins peo- 
ple are ready to hea: the majors’ 
answers to the Justice accusations, 


but also want to get more than gen- | 


eral information such as has been 
given congressional committees dur- 


ing the hearings on block-booking 
legislation. 


yond the Census Bureau. 
Joe Hazen’s Info 


Dope requested of J. H. Hazen, | 


| 


Warner Bros. vice-president, who is 
acting as liaison man for the majors, 


~ relates directly to the issues in the 
tiff with the Justice Department, the! 


row over trade practices, and the 


effort to put over the Neely bill. | 


Also will go much be-_ 


|New York, held several conferences 
| with the Rockefeller interests and 

For years the Commerce Depart- | 
ment has been collecting data and | 


discussed the proposed production. 

Warners contemplated a similar 
production last year, with George 
| Arliss, but plan apparently was 
| abandoned. Reluctance of the Rocke- 
| feller family to permit picturization 
| was the principal hitch. 

There has been no authorized biog- 
|raphy written on the life of the 
elder Rockefeller, but there have 
been some outstanding books which 
| achieved prominence, most notable 
being ‘God’s Gold,’ by John Flynn, 
,and ‘A Portrait in Oils,’ 
_K. Winkler. 
| Latter work: is. said to stand the 
best chance of being transposed to 
| the screen if consent is obtained 
| from the Rockefeller family. 


Condor Stock Up Again 








Sacramento, July 11. 


Permit to issue all its capital stock 
was granted Condor Corp., liquidat- 
ing agent for bankrupt Condor Pic- 
tures. Stock consists of 165,000 
‘shares at $1, and 26,000 shares with- 
/out par value, 


jard S. Rodgers, Felix M. Cunning- 
‘ham, Harold Hopper, H. L. Jensen 
and Kyle Grainger. 





Flynn’s London Pic 


Hollywood, July 11. 
Erro] Flynn goes to England this 
summer to star in ‘Capt. Horn- 


Department wants detailed figures on| blower’ for Warners, 


sales—block, partial blocks, and sin- | 


gles—and on cancellations. It wishes 


(Continued on page 20) 
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Picture, dealing with the early 


British navy, has been turned over | 
to sve proof of the indies’ holler that|/ to Sam Sax, production chief in| Mrs. 
London. 
i 


by John 


Directors are Simeon Aller, Rich- | 


INCOME UP, B. 0. HELP 


Minneapolis, July 11. 





Show business in territory is ex- 
pected to benefit substantially from 
rising farm income. Latest figures of 


ibureau of agricultural economics 
| shows that there was an increase of 
112% for the section for May, 1939, 
over the corresponding month a year 
'ago. North and South Dakota 
showed banner increases of 35-53%, 
respectively, from the sale of crops 
and livestock products. 

In Minnesota the May income was 
$24,957,000 as against $24,165,000. The 
North Dakota jump was from $4,393,- 
000 to $5,956,000; that of South Da- 
kota from $4,968,000 to $7,623,000. 











CAPRA - RISKIN 


FORMING OWN 
PROD. UNIT 


Hollywood, July 11. 

| Frank Capra and Robert Riskin 
are planning formation of their own 

| producing unit. They said yesterday 
(Monday) that incorporation papers 
will be filed in Sacramento within a 
few days. No deal for distribution 
| of their films will be made, however, 
j until they return from vacations in 

September. They declared they will 
| study several offers from majors in 
| the meantime. One of them is 
United Artists. 

Capra, who has been with Colum- 
bia 13 years, washes up there. when 
he completes the editing of ‘Mr. 
| Smith Goes to Washington,’ which 
he’ll start on his return from a brief 
rest in the Sierras. Riskin left the 
Sam Goldwyn studios last week and 
is going abroad for several weeks. 
He acted as associate producer on 
i ‘They Shall Have Music’ for Gold- 














; wyn (UA), 

| Films turned out by the pair will 
| be tagged Frank Capra Productions. 
They did a long series of b.0. suc- 
cesses for Columbia with Capra as 
producer-director and Riskin as 
writer. Their money pix included 
‘It Happened One Night,’ ‘Mr. Deeds,’ 
‘Lost Horizon,’ ‘Can’t Take It With 
You.’ 

Sidney Buchman did the screen- 
pla’ for Capra’s ‘Mr. Smith,’ while 
Riskin was with Goldwyn. 

Harry Cohn, prez of Columbia, has 
been insisting he and Capra have an 
understanding that he gets first crack 
to meet any competitive offer made 
Capra, as and when he goes into in- 
die production on his own. 


SAILINGS © 


Aug. 2 (New York to London) 
Jack Warner, Edward G. Robinson, 
Bebe Daniels, Ben Lyon (Norman- 
die). 

July 22 (New York to London) 
Gene Autry (Queen Mary). 

July 19 (Los Angeles to Sydney) 
Ralph Doyle, M. J. Moodabe, C. V 
Hake (Monterey). 





July 15 (London to N. Y.), Joe 
Seidelman (Ile de France.) 
July 12 (New York te London) 


Victor Payne-Jennings, Lee Shu- 
bert, Louis Silvers, Mr. and Mrs. 
James Durbin, Edwin P. Kilroe, 
Constance Bennett, Reginald Ar- 
mour, Louis Bernstein, Howard 
Taubman, Fred W. Williams, William 
Cameron Menzies (Normandie). 

July 12 (New York to London), 
Howard Dietz (Yankee Clipper). 

July 7 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
G. A. Richards (Lurline). 

July 6 (Vancouver to Sydney) 
John W. Hicks, Jr. (Niagara). 


ARRIVALS 


Arthur HKornblow, Jr., Myrna Loy 
(Mrs. Hornblow), Buddy Rogers, 
Mary Pickford (Mrs. Rogers), Hal 
B. Wallis, Louise Fazenda (Mrs. Wal- 
lis), Elsa Lanchester (Mrs. Charles 
Laughton), Herbert Wilcox, Mrs. 
Gilbert Miller, William Saroyan, 
Robert Trebor, Laird §. Goldsbor- 
ough, Walter Lippmann, Mr. and 
William Keighley (Genevieve 
Tobin), Thornton Wilder. 











*| Pictures in England is viewed as a 
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Priming Early Anti- 


2 Chicago Suits 
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H.M. Warner’s Daughter’s 
Wedding Draws Pic Execs 


Hollywood, July i1. 

The marriage here tomorrow (12) | 
of Harry Warner’s daughter, Betty, 
to Milton Sperling, screen writer, is | 
drawing many eastern execs to the 
Coast. 

Arrivals over 
Maj. and Mrs. 
Brulatour, Joseph | 
Bernhardt, Mort Blumenstock, Jack | 
Warner, Jr.; Ted Curtis, Eastman vp. | 





the weekend were | 
Albert Warner, Sulés | 
Hope Hampton, 





! 

Jack Cohn’s Son Engaged 

A garden party this past weekend | 
at the Jack Cohn (Columbia Pic- 
tures v.p.) estate at Katonah, N. Y., 
signalized the engagemen‘ of Joseph 
Cohn, 22, University of Virginia law 
student, to Jewel Hart, 19, of the | 
legit stage. 


Hal Wallis Details 
WB Production Plans 
In England; Muni’s Pic’ 











Warner Bros. plans to produce | 
pictures of ‘A’ calibre in England at 
the Teddington Studios will probably 
get started with ‘This Man Reuter,’ 
by Valentine Williams, Paul Muni 
starred, according to Hal B. Wallis, 
production exec who returned to the 
U. S. from a nine weeks’ vacation 
abroad on Monday (10). Wallis, ac- 
companied by Mrs. Wallis (Louize 
Fazenda) and their son, left imme- 
diately for the Coast. 


He went over the lineup of British 
quota films with Sam Sax, new head 
of production at Teddington and dis- 
cussed the possibility of making up 
to five high-budget pictures in addi- 
tion to the regular schedule. These 
films will have the benefit of Warner 
top stars and directors from Holly- 
wood. Production based on history 
of the Cunard Line may be the sec- 
ond Anglo-American film scheduled 
after ‘Reuter.’ 


Answering inferences of other 
studios that Warners’ ‘Nazi Spy’ was 
not meeting b.o. success, Wallis be- 
lieves the film will gross $2,000,000 
world-wide. As a follow-up to ‘Spy’ 
Warners will make another picture 
based on present-day Germany titled 
‘Underground.’ 


Merging the distributing systems 
of First National and Warner Bros. 


logical step by Wallis, although not 
yet consummated. Robert Schless, 
European sales manager, will prob- 
ably take over supervision of sales in 
England. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Margaret Arm- Bert Lahr. 


stron.g. Tom MecAvity. 
Gene Autry. William Cameron 
Sandy Barneit. Menzies, 


Margaret Bécker. 
Roberta Becker. 
Maurice Bergman. 
Harry Conn. 


James Roosevelt. 
Robert Riskin. 
Jerome Safron, 
George Sherman. 


Charles Curran. Moe Siegel, 
Douglas Fairbanks, | Sol C. Siegel. 
Jr Kenneth Thomson. 


Wallace Ford. 
Max Glass. 
Delbert Goodman. 
Jan Grippo. 


George Weils. 
John Hay Whitney. 
Frank Wilson, 
James Wright, 








N. Y. to L. A. 


Edgar Bergen. Elsa Lanchester. 
Joe Bernhard. I. E. Lopert, 
Mort Blumenstock. Myrna Loy, 
Morgan Conway. Murphy McHenry. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan | Burgess Meredith. 








Foy. M. J. Moodabe. 
Y. Frank Freeman, | Phyllis Perlman. 
Jr. John Steinberg. 
c. V. Hake. Genevieve Tobin. 
Biil Hebert. Mr. and Mrs, Hal 
Arthur Hornblow, Wallis. 
Jr. Herbert Wilcox. 


Trust Trial; 
Mark Time ‘Til Fall 


Paul Williams, special assistant 

. S. attorney-general, and the prose. 
cutor of the action of the Govern. 
ment against the major film com- 
panies, saw senior Judge John C. 
Knox of the N. Y. federal court last 
week to set a date for the trial of the 
action. Williams, however, returned 
empty-handed to Washington, as 


‘court procedure requires a lapse of 


20 days after answers have been 


| filed before the case may be placed 


on the calendar. In two weeks Wil- 
liams will ask the judge for a prefere 
ence so that trial may get under 


|; way in October. 


Due to an overcrowded calendar, 


| court rumors are to the effect that, 


unless pressure is used, it may be 
impossible to secure a judge to sit 
on the case till 1940. In which case, 
Williams is expected to ask for a 
statutory court of three judges. He 
can get this, but in that case, the 
entire proceeding will be feferied 
to a special master for hearings, 
with the judges looking over the 
master’s report. Such a proceeding 
would keep the case in the dark as 
to proceedings, which Williams does 
not desire. He feels that since this 
action is a public matter, the public 
is entitled to know what is ening on. 





Essaness Heads Wind Up 


U.S. Vs. B&K Until Sept. 


Chicago, July 11. 
The heat has cooled off the Gov- 


|}ernment’s case against Balaban & 


Katz and the six major film distribu- 
tors yntil Sept. 5. Recess has been 
ordered until that time, following a 
week’s general hearing which ended 
on Friday (7). 

Oriental, loop spot, was the sub« 


_ject of the bulk of the examination 


conducted by Robert S. Wright for 
the U. S. Number of prominent 
film men appeared on the stand to 
testify. 

Emil Stern and Eddie Silverman 
of the Essaness circuit were brought 
to the stand as exhibition experts, 
and they were questioned as to the 
relative value and rank of the vari- 
ous loop houses. They were also 
quizzed on the boxoffice rating of 
films and to discuss the number of 
quality pictures released by the 
film companies during the past three 
years. Also brought out by these 
two witnesses was the question of 
film purchases by indie operators 
for the Oriental. They described 
their negotiations to attempt to pro- 
cure United Artists product for the 
Oriental when they were consider- 
ing taking over the house last year. 


Aaron Jones, Sr. and Johnny 
Jones were put on the siand to tell 
about their negotiations and con- 
tracts for the McVickers, State-Lake 
and Oriental. Robert Farrell, Chi- 
cago attorney, was on the stand as 
representative of the Oriental bond- 
holders committee, and he described 
various attempts to lease the house 
to operators other than Balaban & 
Katz. Harold Costello, manager of 
the Oriental theatre building, and 
indie circuit booker Jack Rose weré 
questioned as to their negotiations 
on film product for the Oriental in 
October, 1938, when the building 
company considered operating the 
theatre independently. 

Defendants have not yet entered 
their side of the case. There are 
some 15 attorneys in for the de- 
fendants, headed by Robert Golding 
and Thomas Thomas of the law firm 
of Kirkland, Fleming, Green, Martin 
& Ellis which is representing the 
two key companies, Balaban & Katz 
and Paramount. Defense will not 
present its arguments unti! late in 
September according to the present 
schedule, since it is expected tha! 

(Continued on page 22) 
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~— Cross-Sections on New Selling 





First-hand information as to film conditions throughout the country, 
coming into the majors through its field salesmen, gives an idea on pros- 
pects to be faced in selling the coming season’s product. Cross-section of 


reports from one of the majors reveals that conditions are similar to those 


encountered in past years, and that no unusual obstacles have cropped up | 


to interfere with the usual optimism with which sales forces face the start 
of almost every new film season. 

Varied conditions confronting sales forces are reflected in divers sectors. 
From Memphis, for example, one salesmen found exhibitors exulting that 
they would no longer be compelled to buy shorts with their features, and 
complaining that they already had paid for a greater number of short sub- 
jects than could possibly be used during the coming season. The shorts 
situation this coming season is naturally causing sales resistance because 
of expectations that the forthcoming trade practice agreement will ban 
forced selling. —_ 

From Washington one report is that exhibitors are a bit too eager to re- 
quest reductions. Requests are countered with a willingness to discuss ad- 
justments, but exhibitors are reminded that out of 40 or 50 pictures sold, 
it isn’t fair to pick out four or five on which money was lost and refunds 
expected, without first taking into consideration the business done on the 
whole deal. 

In Omaha, Neb., reports were that in that particular part of the country 
theatre owners seem to be getting used to hard times, as there hasn’t been 
a profitable crop for the past eight or nine years. . Other than some diffi- 
culty in getting increases on shorts, not much difference in selling is en- 

red over previous years. 
PT oe Detroit zone, salesmen found exhibitors unable to buy all the 
shorts lineup offered as had been sold in previous years. Reason: double 
feature policy. Consensus, however, is that exhibitors admit better results 
from a hit feature, with good shorts, than from doubles. - 

Kansas City reports that exhibitors appreciate publicity, advertising and 
exploitation help extended them from distributor representatives. An- 
other K. C. report was that in all situations closed for next season, not one 
exhibitor wanted to cut his shorts or newsreel under that of last year. 

From Milwaukee adverse conditions are reported with things in a tran- 
sition period. With the territory mostly composed of small towns there is 
a demand for action pictures, and a diversity of story and star material. 

Cleveland reports that considerable sales resistance in negotiating rentals 
has been encountered because no fair trade practice code has been signed, 
and there is some tendency on part of exhibitors to wait. Arguments were 
countered by promises to give theatre owners all the advantages of any 
new provisions which may be incorporated in the code when it is finally 
consummated. we ; 

In Minneapolis, report was that economic conditions in that territory 
were at a very low ebb, and exhibitors are in a very cautious mood. They 
Beern to be skeptical of the industry's product as a whole. 

Spotty Sectors 

On major circuit deals which spread over various territories, resistance 
is felt when it comes to terms and playing time to cover the theatres in the 
harder-hit sections. The effort of the theatres in such cases is to take away 


. on terms where the conditions are bad, adding for a balance in the sectiorts 


where the houses, based on present business, can stand the gaff better. ; 

In the upper New York state, Michigan, Chicago and northwestern terri- 
tories the going is least easy due to the present conditions and the struggle 
the theatres are having in these zones. Nebraska is also under normal, al- 
though a neighboring state, Iowa, is in good shape. Portions of New Eng- 
land are also more affected than other territories. Western Pennsylvania 
is another tough spot for the salesman right now. Most of the south and 
southwest are easier pickings for the film peddlers, although in a spot like 
northern Kentucky and some other mining regions, it’s no pipe. The far 
west is reported fair-to-middlin’, : ‘ 

From New Jersey comes a concrete example of how film business is on 
its toes. Seven of eight accounts called on by one salesman found man- 
agers or owners at their theatres attending to business and willing to dis- 
cuss deals. 

In the St. Louis territory, salesmen found that the coming season would 
be an exceptional one in that territory, with less resistance to sales efforts. 
‘ In the Colorado area, the good word was that the territory is sold prac- 
tically to the saturation point, although business at this time is below nor- 
mal. At this time last year, there was only one unsold account and unless 
new theatres were to open, it is expected as many contracts would be 
closed as formerly. 

In Pennsylvania, it was reported that in the first four and a half weeks 
of selling, 47 contracts were obtained by one exchange in the face of worst 
business decline in several years. Exhibitors seem to realize now that in 
order to be sure of a constant flow of good pictures and big pictures, pro- 
ducers must put more money back into production. J 

In Atlanta it was found that selling is easier and faster than before, with 
establishment of new sales records this coming season expected. 


ROWLAND BACK | ODLUM BANKROLL FOR 
IN PROD, TALK 
UA DEAL 


Hollywood, July 11. 








Current yen of Monogram Pictures 
to turn out more costly productions 
is expected to result in Floyd Odlum 
staking the company to the largest 
single sum obtained in a loan since 
the present company was formed 
about two years ago. Reported that 
the deal already is set, with $500,000 





MONOGRAM, REPORTED 


Richard Rowland, film pioneer, is 
Going back into production as an in- 
die with a possible United Artists 
outlet. Bankroll is being provided 
by Guaranty Trust of New York, and 
a California capitalist who is remain- 
ing in the background. Rowland re- 
cently resigned as executive manager 
for Edward Small productions and 
is now in N. Y. discussing distribu- 
tion with UA. He starts rounding up 
his production staff in Hollywood 
next week. 

Since entering the film business in 
1905, Rowland has been a distribu- 
tor, theatre owner and production 
executive. He was organizer and 
President of the Metro Picture Corp., 
selling out to Marcus Loew in 1919. 

ter he was with First National, 
Fox, Universal and Paramount. 





or more involved, but Monogram 
merely admits that negotiations are 
on with Odlum, as well as with 
others, for added coin for its high- 
budget program. 

Monogram recently obtained a 
small bank loan, money being used 
for advance production on next sea- 
son’s product. New deal would en- 
able the independent producing and 
distributing company to turn out at 
least one and possibly two costly fea- 
tures for the coming season. 


TEX GOV.’S SON’S FILM TEST 
San Antonio, July 11. 
Mike O’Daniel, 19-year-old son 





his way to Hollywood for a screen 
test. 


WALL ST. GROUPS 
PUTTING UP COIN 


To Finance Legit Producers 
Via Eastern Service 
Studios in Astoria, L. I.— 
Golden, Pemberton, Ab- 
bott, Shumlin, Hopkins 
and Group Theatre Favor- 
able to Idea—Use Original 
Play Casts 








DAY ’N’ DATE SHOOTING 





While Broadway is looking for- 
| ward to the consummation of a new 
deal with Hollywood to back legit | 
production, favorable reaction has | 
been registered by managerfs to the | 





proposal that they produce film ver- | 
sions of their plays in the east. Such 
activity has long been contemplated 
by showmen, but for the first time 
a workable plan has been devised. 
Of course in every case the play- 
wright would have to approve the 
eastern production deal, since under 
the minimum basic agreement the 
author not the producer, has final 
say on picture sales. 

Eastern Service Studios at As- 
toria, L. I., offers complete financ- 
ing of manager-produced pictures. 
Coin will be provided by a Wall 
Street group, it being stated that the 
latter has no connection with studios, 
nor distributors. Neither will West- 
ern Electric, nor its affiliate ERPI, 
have any connection with the financ- 
ing. Bankers are not interested in 
backing legit productions, but be- 
lieve that legit showmen are quali- 
fied to transplant stage attractions 
to film form more effectively here 
than on the Coast. 

General idea is to make the screen 
version during the stage engagement, 
using the same leads and casts when 
practical and to add players to the 
picture complement, if necessary. 
Should the film version be made 
duriug the engagement, it’s under- 
stood that the manager is to have 
full say as to the releasing date, in 
that way protecting the value of the 
stage end on Broadway and out of 
town. 

Only ‘A’ Pictures 


Some of the showmen to whom the 
proposition has been disclosed are 
essentially producers, others being 
directors. ESS will secure any di- 
rectors desired, bringing them from 
Hollywood. Astoria plant aims to 
produce A product only and is not 
interested in turning out films of 
lesser rating. ESS also agrees to 
guarantee the distributing end and is 
said to have tentative arrangements 
completed with top releasing organi- 
zations. 

Extensive production in the As- 
toria studio is not anticipated, but 
the plant is ample to shoot two 
features at a time. At present it 
is expected to make about 12 pic- 
tures from stage plays per year. 
Stating that it is possible to keep a 
reasonable amount of film produc- 
tion in New York, ESS has a basic 
employed force of 200 at the plant. 

Managers who have expressed 
themselves favorable to the plan in- 
clude John Golden, Brock Pemberton, 


(Continued on page 18) 


JACK SKIRBALL OUT 
AS GN-EDUCAT'L V.-P. 


Jack Skirbaii is resigning as vice- | 
prez of Grand National and Edu- 
cational Pictures hnecause of differ- | 
ences with Earle W. Hammons, prez., | 








Skirball will continue Arcadia Pro- 
ductions, which he organized to pro- 
duce features for GN and Spanish 
films for 20th-Fox. 








IC-MAKING 


Heat Really On to Push New Film 


Selling as Top Home-Office Execs 





Go Out in the Field to Close Deals 


v 


Muting the Critics 


Hollywood, July 11. 
Curbstone oratory by produc- 
tion execs at one studio was 
shushed by its publicity director 
after the biggies had spilled 
their personal sentiments within 
the hearing of village gapers at 
the end of a sneak preview. 
Head flack protested that the 
yokels heard too much inside 
stuff for their own good. Sug- 
gestion was that the insiders 
move to a secluded spot when 
they tear a picture apart. 











INTERSTATE’S 


TABU ON’A OR 
B TYPING 


Dallas, July 17. 

The Interstate Circuit has decided 
that classification of product, other 
than by its actual boxoffice perform- 
ance, is a costly waste. All pictures 
have entertainment values in differ- 
ent degrees, according to circuit 
execs, ho have taken steps to see 
that the organization changes its 
present policy of selling and show- 
manship. 

All managers of the circuit have 
been advised that starting with the 
39-40 season, all companies’ films 
will no longer be considered as ‘A’ 
or ‘B’ classification. 

‘Because this is an unfair distinc- 
tion, which we have built up in our 
minds, unconsciously we say to our- 
selves that an ‘A’ will do business 
and a ‘B’ won't,’ is a circuit broad- 
side. 

‘There are great pictures, fine pic- 
tures, entertaining pictures, box- 
office pictures and bad pictures. We 
are not concerned with bad pictures 
as there is nothing we can do about 
them. But we must dissipate from 
our minds the thought that pictures 
are either one or the other classifica- 
tion.’ 


Irving Trust, Like 
Bank of America, To 
Do More Pix B.R.ing 


Irving Trust Co. of New York is 
planning to follow in the footsteps 
of the Bank of America on the west 
coast and other banks which have 
been identified with financing of mo- 
tion picture production in the past. 
Taking the initial plunge through 
financing of three Harry Edington- 
Famous Productions for Universal, 
and four Ted Williams (Marcia Mae 
Jones, child actress) pictures for 
Monogram, Irving Trust is negotiat- 
ing deals with other producers, some 
of which may involve pictures to be 
made at Biograph and General Serv- 
ite studios in New York. Edington 
and Williams are producing in Hol- 
ly wood. 

Andrew Christensen, in charge of 
film matters for the Irving Trust, 














and actively handling trusteeship 
matters for the bank in the RKO reor- 
ganization, states that with a proper 
setup and _ suitable’ distribution, 
financing pictures should be a profit- 


on refinancing of the two companies.| able field for investment. The Bank 


of America has been doing it for 
years. 

Regarding the Edington setup, 
Christensen reveals that the produc- 


Skirball is now in New York to! er’s financing comes from Universal 


arrange for the release of two Ar- | via a revolving credit agreement that 
ot Gov. and Mrs. Lee O’Daniel, on cadia pix, which he withdrew from Irving Trust and a group of other 


'GN when that outfit susyer ded all | 
| selling activity. 


banks have arranged with Universal 


Pictures. 


With competition in sales un- 
precedently keen, and with every 
company ‘on its toes not only trying 
to get new accounts but also to ne- 
gotiate contracts that will carry the 
maximum possibilities, in terms as 
well as playing time, distribution 
executives right down the line are 
giving their personal attention to 
deals this year. ‘This includes not 
only the sales heads of the home 
office, but the higher distribution 
men in the field. 


Burning up more than the cus- 
tomary amount of energy and 
lengthening the expense accounts, 
the szles biggies are leaving their 
swivel chairs while they go out into 
the territory, pushing the branch 
managers and film salesmen to one 
side as they sit down with theatre 
operators to negotiate deals. They 
are talking buys, not only with the 
big chains, but also with the in- 
dependents; in many cases indies 
that are not of commanding im- 
portance in their operating zones, 


Vice-presidents of home offices, 
together with division managers, are 
going into the field to also discuss 
deals with accounts that are lagging 
or with whom local salesmen have 
not been able to close on a satis- 
factory basis. 


In addition to visits from the h.o. 
distribution men in high posts, ac- 
counts are being called on by dis- 
trict sales managers in their various 
territories and also by the branch 
managers, leaving the ordinary film 
peddler farther out of it than he is 
accustomed to being. The h.o. sanc- 
tum of the sales executives and 
those of the field district chif®fs are 
also being vacated by frequent trips 
around to the varivus exchanges to 
discuss approach to sales, headway 
being made, local troubles, eic., 
with the branch office managers and 
their sales crews. 

Meanwhile, more and more big 
out-of-town buyers are coming into 
New York or into district points to 
negotiate their deals for the com- 
ing season. In many cases such deals 
are begun in N. Y. and carried 
through by h.o. distributor officials 

(Continued on page 22) 
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MODIFIED ARBITRATION SETUP IN CODE 
MAY BE VERY LIKELY OK’D TODAY (WED) 





Distrib Execs At It All Day Monday—Trying to Get 


It Rolling—Iindies Assured of 


N. Y. Allied Okays 





Modification of the arbitration pro-| 
visions covering clearance, with a 
very strong possibility that this may 
be agreed upon today (Wed.), prom- | 
ises to combine with other factors to 
mark an important turning point on 
the trade practices code, following 
recent developments that have 
brought delay. Not the least of these 
has been the rejection of the code by 
the board of Allied States Assn. and | 
considerable dissatisfaction with the | 
arbitration setup on clearance dis- | 
putes. 

With the machinery changed to 
meet objections of controversies con- 
cerning clearance, and distributors | 
assuring all accounts everything un-| 
der the code will apply on all 1939-40 | 
deals signed back to Jan. 1 last, plus 
other encouraging developments, 
there is every reason in sales quar- 
ters to believe that the industry’s 
own Bill of Rights is turning in the | 
right direction to straighten out for | 
home. | 
Among other things, regardless of | 
what exhibitor politicians of national 
and state theatre owner organiza- | 
tions do, adoption of the code may | 
become automatic through agree- | 
ment on its use, individually, with 


a majority of the country’s film ac- | 
Since a majority rules and 


counts. 


= 


All the Breaks— 


—_ - eo 


and riders to me contracts attached, 
if wanted, the distribs are heartened 
by the action of Allied Theatre Own- 
ers of New York. This is the first 
unit of National Allied to go against | 
the complete slap-down given the 


|code in Minneapolis the middle of 


last month. 

The assumption all along was that 
Max A. Cohen, president of N. Y. 
Allied, had voted with other National | 
Allied directors against the code in 
Minneapolis. This assumption was 
correct, it is now learned, leading to 


| 


‘concern in Allied ranks as to what | tion would be obliged to pay an ini- 
| prompted Cohen to change his mind. | tiation fee of $50 per theatre. 


It is also understood that the Syra- | 
cuse, N. Y., group in Cohe.’s organ- | 
ization two weeks ago voted to con- 


firm the rejection action of Allied 
at Minneapolis, also apparently | 
switching. A question raised is | 


whether or not distribution agree- | 
ment to change the clearance provi- | 
sion of arbitration has had anything 
to do with a reversal by M. Y. Allied 
and whether, with this and other 
changes made, national Allied would 
not also be more inclined to change 
its stance. If the distribs are willing 
to iron out disputed clauses with Al- 
lied leaders, then that possibility is 
not entirely remote, it is believed. 
Considerable speculation is rife in 
sales and other circles as to what 


under the code a recalcitrant minor-| Northwest Allied, powerful unit in ed ie : 
ity would suffer, nothing would stop | th: parent body, will do concerning | (Tuesday). Neely was to have come | parts of his script for use in ‘Juarez. 


the pact from going into effect if 
most of the exhibitors, acting entirely 


of the wishes of the organizations, 
bossed by a few, to which dues are 
paid. : 

a Clause 


Pending a meeting of all sales 
heads today (Wed.), called by Wil- 
liam F. Rodgers, spokesman for the 
distributors, it cannot be prophesied 
in just what manner the clearance 
clause under arbitration will be 
changed. The objective of the dis- 
tributgs, who held an initial meet- 
ing on the matter to exchange ideas 
Monday (10), is to arrive at a bal- 
ancing of the board which sits in 


judgment on clearance quarrels that 


involve three purties. Tne fear of ex- 
hibitor leaders and exhibi‘ors them- 
selves, most of them in agreement 
on the code otherwise, has been that 
in the three-party clearance dis- 
putes the distributor would have an 
edge where the other two parties 
were an affiliated exhibitor and an 
indie theatre. Objection is based on 
the presumption that the affiliated 
theatre would naturally vote with 
the distributor and vice versa. While 
it is conceded by observers that this 
may be a point well taken, there is 
another school of thought which be- 
lieves that a distrioutor and an affili- 
ated theatre might vote as many 
times the other way for various tea- 
sons, 

In that connection, the point has 
been raised that since, in late years, 
virtually all big circuit deals are 
closed with home office sales heads, 
out in the territory the salesmen 
might be inclined to vote in favor 


| the code. 


- gil 
on their own, should want it, in spite | 


tion so far and may be waiting to 
see what, if any, changes in the 
code, beyond clearance, may be 
made. While W. A. Steffes, president 
|of the northwestern unit, voted to 
| reject the code at the national con- 
| vention, he has indicated nothing 
since then except, according to dis- 
| tributor spokesman, that he is giv- 
|ing up the helm. In Allied quarters 
| it is doubted that Steffes will do an 
| about-face on the code. 
Cohen’s statement follows: 


‘At a state-wide meeting of New | 


York Allied, held at Syracuse, N. Y., 
| July 6, in view of the rejection of 
the proposed Fair Trade Practice 
Code by the national organization at 
Minneapolis, the members present 
i-affirmed the New York unit’s oft- 
repeated policy of doing all within 
its power to keep negotiations alive 
and thus endeavor to eventually 
bring about proper and adequate 
regulation of the industry from 
within. 

‘New York Allied feels this can 
and should be done, and, therefore, 
meeting resolved and directed that a 
committee of five be appointed to 
confer with the distributors’ commit- 
tee for the purpose of evolving a 
Fair Trade Practice Code for the 
State of New York. This committee 
was authorized and empowered to 


It has taken no local ac- | to bat this morning, but the sponsor- | 


aoe 


Wednesday, July 12, 1939 














Brushing Up 





Hollywood, July 11. 

Henry Clive, illustrator, re- 
sumed his acting with a featured 
role in ‘Frontier Marshal’ at 
20th-Fox. 

Artist was induced to return 
to the screen by Allan Dwan, 
who directed him in his first 
picture with Maxine Elliott back 
in 1918. 








conclude negotiations with the dis- | 
tributors in the event that a satis- | 
factory document could be evolved ; 





which would embody with definite 





clarit, the intent of the proposed 
code reached at Chicago. 

‘The committee appointed consists | 
of Max A. Cohen, chairman; Rapp 
Morriman and S. Crossman of Syra- | 
cuse; Mitchel Conery of Ravena, and 
Ray Pashley of Interlaken, with H. | 
Laurence of Cattarraugus as alter- 
nate. 

‘It was also resolved and ordered | 
that membership books on the or- 
ganization be officially closed as of | 
Sept. 1, 1939, and that on and after 
that date any independent exhibitor 
desiring admission to the organiza- 


ON TORRES’ 
CORTEZ PIC 


Hollywood, July 11. 

Mexico’s President Lazaro Carde- 
nas has pledged his country’s co- 
'operation to Miguel Torres in the 

‘The meeting was high-lighted by | production of ‘Cortez and Montezu- 
the unofficial visit of Fred Meyers} ma’ Film will be shot around Mex- 
of RKO and J. Meyer Schine, who | jco City and T:iuana. Replica of an 
dropped in for an informal greeting.’|! Aeztec city to be built at the border 
| and will be preserved as tourist bait. 
| Both English and Spanish versions 


NEELY ATBAT ** 


Torres Drops WB Suit 
Miguel Torres, Mexican film pro- 

| ducer, called off his $1,000,000 suit 

TODAY (WED ) | against Warners in Federal court and 
ef] | 


Washington, July 11. | and Maximilian.’ 

Further action on the Neely bill,| Suit against Warners was settled 
postponed from last week, has been | amicably, studio agreeing to handle 
temporarily laid aside to permit con- | distribution of the picture. Torres 
sideration of other measures today | had with lifting 








ducer, in Superior court. 
hinged on the Torres picture, ‘Juarez 





charged Warners 


In the Pascal suit, Torres claimed 
|the British producer failed to go 








Hollywood, July 11. 

James Cagney reached an agree- 
ment with Warners on a new con- 
tract to supersede the current pact 
which expires in October. Document 
wili be signed as soon as the lawyers 
give it their technical okay. Cagney 
started work yesterday (Mon.) on 
‘The Roaring Twenties.’ 

‘The World Moves On’ moved back 
on the shelf at Warners after missing 
three starting dates, due to script- 
ing troubles. Yarn, costing $2C,000 
as an idea for a Cagney picture, has 
been sidestepped by a dozen studio 
writers. It has beeen slated to start 
June 12, June 23 and July 5, but 
never left the post. 


ing Senator from West Virginia ac- | ‘ 
Ree : ay j)] | through with an agreement to make 
gmemns tbat meters, & wi |*‘Juarez and Maximilian’ in Italian 
|} and German. 
ge gw placed before | ed when Pascal allegedly ignored the 
ee Se -. | Medea De Novara, wife’ of Torres 
West Virginia Democrat made his| oe: We ’ 
scaaiinneneend motion to proceed | has a $6,000 suit against Pascal for 
|but circumstances resulted in upset- | as star of the two pictures. 
iting plans to have a showdown be- | CAGNEY SIGNATURES 
|death of Secretary of the Navy | 
Swanson caused a brief session Fri- 
was held so late—two hours after it | 
had been planned—that no business | 
session was possible. 
While strong opposition has been | 
was raised in objection to Neely’s | 
motion to make the measure ‘the un- 
for both sides in the galleries and 
working the corridors vigorously, 
though three members of the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee filed 
nouncing the proposition. Senator 
Wallace H. White, Jr., of Maine, re- 
friend, acquiesced and made no move 
to force discussion of the preliminary 


probably come up first thing tomor- | Judgment wee grant 
the Senate Thursday (6) when the | Case after being served with papers. 
| with debate on the majors’ ieateshe| the salary she was to have received 
|fore the end of last week. Sudden | 

day (7) and the funeral Monday (10) ‘NEW WARNER CONTRACT 
reported in trade circles not a voice 

finished business.’ With lobbyists 

motion carried unanimously even 

sharply-worded minority report de- 

garded as the majors’ warmest 

motion. 

















Bobby Jones Trust Fund Appeal 
Would Affect Many Other Filmers 





©. the indie with whom they do busi- 


Studio Contracts 











Hollywood, July 11, 
Warners signed Jane Gilbert to 
player contract. 
Maury M. Cohen filed minor’s con- 





ness all the time. They could also 
resent the ‘protection’ demanded in 
various territories by the affiliated ! 
chains with strong buying power 
and, guided by honest motives, want 
to give the indie all the breaks. 
Distributors meeting today (Wed.) 
will probably comprise the same 
group that huddled most of Monday 





Washington, July 11. 

Review by the U. S. Supreme 
Court of his tax tiff with the Gov- 
ernment sought by Bobby Jones, 
former triple golf champion, whose 
troubles, growing out of film em- 
ployment several years ago, may 
have a very important bearing on 











(10) on a solution to the clearance 


problem. They are Rodgers, kingpin 
of the sales heads on the code and 
general sales mgr. of Metro; Grad 
Sears, distributor boss of Warner 
Bros., also very active on code mat- 
ters; Abe Montague, Columbia’s sales 
chief, who also has devoted much 
time to negotiation of the pact; Ned 
E. Depinet of RKO; Neil F. Agnew, 
v.p. over sales for Paramount; Wil- 
liam A. Scully, in charge of distribu- 
tion for Universal and, in the absence 
of S. R. Kent and Herman Wobber 
of 20th-Fox, William J, Sussman, 
eastern division sales manager of 
that company. 
Heartened by N. Y. Allied 

In addition to the impetus given 
the code in the past couple weeks by 
the selling of ’39-40 product with the 
understanding that all provisions of 
the industry machine-y, including 
cancellations up to 20%, will apply 


the accounting practices of many 
persons in the film industry, Appeal 
from unfavorable appellate court 
ruling seeks the highest court’s opin- 
ion on the legality of a trust fund 
into which the Atlanta links per- 
former put his screen earnings. 

The controversy involves income 
tax payments in 1931 and 1933 and 
a claim for a refund of $53,338. The 
Internal Revenue Bureau imposed 
an assessment of such a sum on the 
$156,200 which the Warners paid 
Jones’ father, in accordance with a 
contract requiring the golfer to 
make a series of 18 one-ree] shorts 
on niblick technique. Jones claims 
he gave his father ‘exclusive right’ 
to the income from his film activ- 
ities over a six-year period and, in 
return, drew a nominal $1,000 an- 
| nually. Dad put his interest in the 
contract in trust for Bobby‘s three 
kids. 

The Government's victory in the 





tract with Gloria DeHaven in Supe- 
rior court. 

Barbara Worth inked writer con- 
tract at Metro. 

RKO lifted Anne Shirley’s option. 

Paramount handed scripter ticket 
to Steve Fisher. 

Bernard Straub penned writer pact 
at Metro. 

Paramount signed Britt Wood to 
act in a series of westerns. 

De Wolf Hopper handed player 
pact by Warners. 

Paramount hoisted Ted Reed’s di- 
rector option. 

Twentieth-Fox  pacted 
Clark, studio stock actor. 

Hans Drier penned art director 
ticket at Paramount. 


previous proceedings is behind the 
present investigation of the tax re- 
ports of Darryl F. Zanuck, Joseph 
M. Schenck and William Goetz, of- 
ficials of 20th Century-Fox, who are 
said by the Treasury to have sim- 
ilarly set up trust funds for their 
kin, in figuring profit from certain 
stock transactions connected with 
the merger of the two studios, There 
are many other cases where film 
performers have rented themselves 
out to corporations—such as the 
Charles Laughton case, where the 
Board of Tax Appeals recently ruled 
there was no evasion—or have set 
up trust funds for relatives with 
compensation from studios. Jones 


Richard 


admitted one of his objectives was to| .Metro renewed Ilona Massey's 
reduce his tax liability but, still|Player pact. 
contended, there was nothing illegal} _ Paramount picked up Douglas 


Frawley’s option. 


FILM ON HORACE MANN 
Hollywood, July 11. 

Horace Mann, father of the Amer- 
ican public school system, is the 
central figure in a high-budget pic- 
ture to be made by Samuel Gold- 
wyn, 

Picture was suggested by Amy 
Hinrichs, president of the National 
Educational Association. 


about the arrangement. 








Gaynor Jeins Col. 

Leonard Gaynor joined Columbia 
Pictures yesterday (Tues.) to handle 
special publicity and exploitation on 
‘Golden Boy’ and ‘Mr. Smith Goes to 
Washington.’ This is a new depart- 
ment created to high pressure com- 
pany’s more important releases. 

Gaynor was formerly with 20th- 
Fox publicity department. 











MEXICOS OKAY 


won a default judgment of $46,000 | 
against Gabriel Pascal, British pro- | 
Both cases | 


AD REELS, 
NEW GYP 


After stamping out the wholesale 
bicycling practice and the wildcat 
methods of dishonest jack-rabbit ex. 
hibitors in the past, and just re. 
cently catching up with a thieving 
exhibitor-distributor bootleg com- 
bine, the film industry's Cepyright 
Protection Bureau has launched a 
new drive against the latest gyp 
idea. The CPB, rated the Scotland 
Yard of the film business, for suc- 
cessfully ferreting out copyright 
thefts and abuses, has uncovered the 
start of a campaign to use short 
clips, snipped from feature produc- 
tions, in commercial advertising 
reels, Thus far, a projectionist in 
a southern theatre is the only per- 
ison blamed for the practice which 
simply is the shearing of this foot- 
| age from features handled by the 
| boothman over a period of a vear 
| and then offering these as the main 
| subject-matter in a short backed by 
| local advertisers. 

Projectionists’ union has taken 
steps to punish the first operator 
caught and has issued warning to all 
local members that the practice 
jeopardizes not only their own posi- 
tions in the theatre but the standing 
of the union. 

Copyright Protection Bureau in 
New York City has been informed 
that topnotch stars from about 20 
features were incorporated in one 
short reel shown, with eight adver- 
tisers paying a proportionate fee to 
get their names in the short. After 
each sequence that had been scis- 
sored from a major feature produc- 
tion there was a screen ad plugging 
a local firm’s product. The sole cost 
to the projectionist was the film 
needed for advertising copy and to 
make the necessary number of 
prints. Additional drastic steps are 
being prepared to squelch this situ- 
ation by the CPB. 

Tracking down the parasite dis- 
tribution firm which had been deal- 
ing in stolen and duped prints of 
major companies resulted in R. E, 
Gregg, distrib operating the so- 
called Pan-American labs in Chi- 
cago, pleading guilty before Judge 
Philip L. Sullivan in that city to 
four counts—copying, printing, re- 
printing and vending “The Cat's 
Canary‘ without the authority of the 
copyright owner. 

For the first time in the history 
of the picture industry, five different 
units in the trade cooperated to 
stamp out this distribution of phoney 
prints. These were exhibitor or- 
ganizations, individual exhibitors, 
major company home offices, distri- 
butor branches and the Copyright 
Protection Bureau. Besides the in- 
dustry agencies, additional aid was 
received from local and state police, 
from censorship boards (because 
phoney seals were used), U. S. dis- 
trict attorney’s office, a grand jury, 
a Federal judge and the Federal Bue 
reau of Investigation. 


Blank-Branton Lead 
Parade of Par Pards 
To N.Y. for Confabs 


A. H. Blank and his general man- 
ager, Ralph Branton, are due in New 
York before the end of the week t@ 
huddle with the home office Para- 
mount executives and discuss deals, 
to be followed in a week or two 
probably by Harry David, operator 
of the Salt Lake group, and John J. 
Friedl, chief of operations with L. J. 
Ludwig in the Northwest. 

Partner-operators are coming in 
to go over current operating matters 
and problems with Barney Balaban, 
Leon Netter, E. Paul Phillips, Leon- 
ard Goldenson, Montague Gowthorpe 
and others, as well as to contact dis- 
tributors concerning 1939-40 product. 

Harry Nace, from Arizona (Rick- 
ards & Nace), is in New York at 
present on similar matters. Vincent 
McFaul, here one day last week, ré- 
turned yesterday (Tues.) to continue 
business he has to conduct on N. Y- 


‘RENO’ FOR FARROW 
Hollywood, July 11. 

John Farrow gets the pilot's job on 
‘Reno’ at RKO, to be produced by 
Robert Sisk with Richard Dix in the 
top role. 

Currently Farrow is directing ‘Full 
Confession’ on the same lot. 
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See Earl Hudson as Successor 


— TT 


romote from within, 
Paramount is considering the ap- 
pointment of someone from the 
ranks of the Trendle-Par organiza- 
tion in Detroit as successor to 
George W. Trendle, who has re- 
ed as operator of the Par string 


Desiring to p 


sa i 
- theatres in that key, effective 
Sept. 1. Earl Hudson, next in charge 


to Trendle over the United Detroit 
Theatres Corp., Par subsidiary, set 
up over the houses there five years 
ago, is a leading candidate for the 
post. It is declared highly unlikely | 
that the Detroit houses might be 
swung into the Balaban & Katz set- 
up although they were sought under 
a partnership deal by John Balaban 
during the reorganization. ; 
Although Trendle’s resignation is 
effective Sept. 1 Par steps in to take 
over the houses on Aug. 1, by which 
time it is expected the future oper- 
ator of the Detroit group will be 
named, either under a management 
deal as Trendle had, or as an oper- 
ator for Par under straight salary. 
Trendle’s parting with Par by 
resignation marks the expiration of | 
a five-year deal he made with the | 
company’s trustees during bank-| 
ruptcy. It called for a set salary 





To Trendle's Par Detroit Post 





Ol’ Strike Thrower 


Hollywood, July 11. 
Alice Faye stood up manfully 
under a barrage of custard pies 
in ‘Hollywood Cavalcade’ at 


20th-Fox until Buster Keaton 
was called to the pitching 
mound. Whereupon she called 


for a-stand-in. 
‘Keaton’s a professional,’ she 
said, 


WOOLF - KORDA 
LONDON PROD. 
DEAL 


London, July 11. 
Charles M. Woolf and Alexander 
Korda have practically completed a 
deal here by which Korda will make 











against a sharing arrangement, based | six high-budgeted pictures for re- 
on a set gross for the theatres in} jease by Woolf. Included in the ne- 
the United Detroit group for each| sotiations is a plan by which Univer- 
year. Understanding is that in view | 53) will put up money for American 
of poor conditions in Detroit during | ;ejease of the films. 

the past two years, Trendle desired/ yn, another deal which has been 
to step out to devote all his time in| actually consummated Joe Seidel- 
future to his radio (Trendle-King! man arranged with Arthur Dent for 
Broadcasting Corp.) and other De- Universal to distribute the May- 


troit interests. 

The United Detroit group em- 
braces 17 theatres, all of which are 
in Detroit excepting one, located in| 
@ suburb. They include former | 
John Kunsky houses, tal a over by) 
Par around 12 years ago, when! 
Trendle was with Kunsky, as well as | 
others, including the United Artists, | 
built by Joe Schenck and associates. | 

Following Trendle’s resignation, | 
Leonard Goldenson, home office the- 
atre executive, in constant contact 
with the field, left for Detroit last 
week to size up the situation locally. 
He will probably remain out there 
another week or so. Leon Netter, 
general manager of the Par theatre 
department, following Goldenson’s 
return, is expected to go to Detroit 
to huddle on the situation. 


Storm Vice Lawrence 
As Goldwyn Studio P. A. 


Appointment of Fred Storm, vet- 
eran United Press correspondent in 
Washington, as new head of public- 
ity for Samuel Goldwyn Productions 
was announced by James Roosevelt 
yesterday (Tues.) in New York. 
Storm has resigned from U.P. and 
officially takes over his new duties 
a‘ the Coast next Monday (17). Be- 
fore coming to Washington, Storm 
was U. P. correspondent in Albany, 

* +. Guring governorship of Presi- 
dent F. D. Roosevelt. oo 

Jock Lawrence is relinquishing his 
enon publicity duties at the Gold-| 
7” studio to become general as- 
. ant to Goldwyn. Other publicity 
“presentatives handling Goldwyn 
pe are John Miles on the 

Sast and Ben Washer mn New York. 

Understood that Storm has not 
“ n signed to a contract and will | 

ork without one for time being. 











Rambeau’s Thriller 


ia Hollywood, July 11. 
ei arjorie Rambeau plays her first | 
otha ® see in ‘Medicine Man,’ | 

illiam Boyd f - 
mount release, 4 a 
ae-waly Sherman production rolled 
yesterday (Mon.). 


HOGAN’S ‘DAUGHTER’ 


J Hollywood, July 11. 
dimes Hogan has been handed the 

‘ectorial assignment on Martha’ 
te in “The Farmer’s Daughter’ at 

aramount. } 


It’s an original by the 1 | 
ate Harry | 
Leon Wilson, : , 








flower picture, ‘Beachcomber,’ in 
Australasia against the biggest ad- 
vance ever made to Associated Brit- 
ish. Universal will alsa distribute 
20 ABP pix on a percentage plan in 
Australia. 

Seidelman leaves for home on Sat- 
urday (15). 


MARY PICKFORD NOW 
MULLS ‘THE BAT’ PROD. 


When, as and if Mary Pickford 
turns to production of pictures, ‘The 
Bat’, stage play on which she owns 
rights as well as a sequel, ‘The Bat 
Whispers’, would be her first picture. 
‘Bat’ is scheduled to go before the 
cameras in London early in 1940 and 
will be made at Denham studios 
in collaboration with Alexander 
Korda’s production staff. 

Talk of remake of ‘Dorothy Ver- 
non of Hadden Hall’ is still up for 
consideration and would follow ‘The 
Bat’, If made, she would like to 
do it in color, with music, and with 








Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson 
Eddy starred, if Metro will loan 
them. 


Before leaving on her European 
trip with her husband, Charles 
(Buddy) Rogers, Miss Pickford was 
considering production of another 
story which George Cukor was to 
have directed for her, but rights 
could not be obtained from another 
major company. 

Miss Pickford will return to the 


| Coast in August to start story and 


cast preparation on ‘The Bat’. Di- 
rector and leads would go to London 
in January. Rogers may also go 
back to London in January as he has 
offers from Korda and Gabriel Pas- 
cal to do pictures on the other side. 


The Set’s Ready, Sir 


Hollywood, July 11. 

Two-acre European tenement 
street set, designed for most of the 
scenes in ‘The Great Dictator,’ is 
ready for work on the Ckarles Chap- 
lin lot. Actual shooting starts some 
time this week. 

Paulette Goddard has the femme 
lead, but Chaplin has not announced 
the rest of the cast. 


ROONEY’S N. Y. PERSONAL? 
Loew's is dickering for Mickey 
Rooney to personal at Loew’s State, 











|N. Y. 
Date being discussed is Labor Day 
week, opening Aug. 31. 
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SPEED CLEARANCE 





Philadelphia, July 11. 


deluxers and toward the nabes 
makes a general change in film sales 
policy throughout the country im- 
minent sooner or later, Frank McNa- 
mee, RKO branch manager, opines. 
McNamee’s thesis is that it is impos- 
sible now, and will grow increasingly 
more impossible in the future, to get 
from midtown houses the rentals on 
which the picture industry is cur- 
rently based. He said that in Philly 
now the total gross taken in by any 
house is less than the exchange’s 
35% share formerly amounted to. 

As result of this situation, he 
maintains, it is necessary that the 
distributors get considerably greater 
income from the nabes, a situation 
which exhibs in the outlying areas 
must be prepared to face, if not 
now, later. 

In turn, he said, the deluxers must 


advantage they now hold in lengthy 
protection. Clearance must be faster, 
not only to give the nabe exhibs a 
better break (and enable them to pay 
more), but to get rentals from the 
subsequent run houses into the ex- 
changes faster, inasmuch as the coin 
is not coming in from early runs. 

A double cause is behind the trend 
to the nabes, McNamee declared. 
First is the decline of vaudeville. 
Flesh attractions used to give the 
downtown houses something addi- 
tional to offer. Now all they can 
give the patron is the same thing he 


earlier. 

Second, and more important, cause 
of the drift, McNamee said, is the 
modernity and excellent physical 
facilities now offered by many nabes, 
and increasingly so as the old ones 
are gradually torn down and re- 
placed. Newer houses, he maintains, 
have sound systems and projection 
equipment that is precisely the same 
as the deluxers, chairs that are 
equally comfortable and an aesthetic 
aspect that has been taken care of 
to such an extent that the theatres 
are even more beautiful than the 
older midtown houses. 

Anent the clearance situation, 
which is controlled here by the 
Warner circuit, McNamee declared 
that WB must be prepared to give 
an equal break to indies with houses 
equal in quality to theirs—which is 


man in this Warner stronghold. 


TONY MARTIN’S 3 COL. 
MUSICALS, STARR PROD. 


Hollywood, July 11. 
Tony Martin has signed to star in 
three musicals to be produced by 
Irving Starr for Columbia release. 
First of trio goes into preparation 
as soon as Starr finishes his last 
Cr e Club commitment at Univer- 
sal. Martin recently .eturned from 
a personal appearance tour, 


Can’t Get Off Ground 


Hollywood, July 11. 

Story troubles caused further de- 
lay in the launching of ‘Flying 
Deuces,’ first Boris Morros produc- 
tion for RKO release. Originally 
slated to roll last Wednesday (9), 
comedy is now set for July 17. 

Stan Laurel and Oliver Hardy are 
sitting in on story confabs with 

















Harry Langdon, scripter. 


Downtown no Longer the 
Lure It Used to Be—De-| 
cline of Stage Shows a 
Primary Factor — Neigh- | 
borhood Houses Just as 


Trend of audiences away from the | 


be prepared to give up part of the | 


can see in his nabe, but a few days | 
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| Moppets No Like | 


Hollywood, July 11. 
Film moppets fare worse un- 
der the new ‘Jackie Coogan’ law 
than they did under the rules 
adopted by Superior Judge Em- 
met H. Wilson before the bill 
| was introduced. Under the new 
| statute a trust fund of 50% of a 
| minor's earnings is set aside 
after deducting living expenses, 
; agency commissions, attorney 

fees, schooling and other bills. 
Judge Wilson’s system banked 

50% of the total earnings. 








TINTERS BOOM, 


NOT ENOUGH 
CAMERAS 


Hollywood, July 11. 
Sudden vogue of tinted films has 
‘caused a shortage of Technicolor 
| cameras, with only two of the com- 








| pany’s big supply left available in| 


| the local lab, Outfit is rushing sev- 
; eral new cameras to completion. 
Among the tinters in production 
}are ‘Northwest Passage’ at Metro, 
| ‘Gone with the Wind’ at Selsnick- 

International, ‘Dr. Cyclops’ and ‘Un- 
| tamed’ at Paramount, ‘Hollywood 
| Cavalcade’ and ‘Drums Along the 
Mohawk’ at 20th-Fox, “The Lady and 
| the Knight’ at Warners and ‘Pinoc- 
| chio’ at Walt Disney's. In addition, 
| the plant is handling several briefies 
| and cartoons. 

Manufacture of natural color film 
at the new Dunningcolor plant is 
slated to start Aug. 1. Building was 
completed last week and equipment 
is being moved in, New outfit will 
have a capacity of 10,000,000 feet of 
tint film per year. 


LLOYD DRAWS ‘TREE’ 
AS STARTER AT COL. 


Hollywood, July 11. 

Frank Lloyd’s first producer-di- 
rector job at Columbia is ‘The Tree 
of Liberty,” based on Elizabeth 
Page’s novel and slated to roll in 
Oct. 1. 

Currently working on Paramount’s 
‘Ruler of- the Seas,’ Lloyd plans a 
vacation before reporting at Colum- 
| bia Oct. 1. 


‘Thanks Million’ Plot 


| 

















| Suit Settled in N. Y. 


quite an admission from an exchange | 


The plagiarism action of Morgan 
Wallace and Lawrence Shubert Law- 
rence against 20th Century-Fox Film 


DFLAYERS! COIN Voluntary Golden Jubilee Idea, 
Exhibs to 


Self-Administer It 


Advertising-publicity managers of 


(Tues. ) 


major companies yesterday 


' 
approved an industry plan for a vol- 
| 


untary Golden Jubilee campaign left 
| in the hands of exhibitors for exe- 
Main 
| business’ observance of Thomas A 


| cution, feature of picture 
Edison's discovery of the motion pic- 
‘ture in 1889 will be the compilation 
| of a campaign manual to be mailed 
| exhibs some time in August. Dis- 
| cussion of such a book idea has 
| been up before. 

Climax of Golden Jubilee, as out- 
| lined by this manual, will be the 
| week of Oct. 1-7, but Will Hays will 
make a general announcement of the 
industry’s observance sometime in 
September. 


Committee headed by Kenneth 


| Clark, head of Motion Picture Pro- 


| ducers & Distributors Assoc. pub- 
jlicity and advertising, has been 
| named to include Harry Goldberg, 
| Ben Grimm, Lou Pollock, W. R. Fer- 
guson and Joel Swenson. This com- 
mittee will compile and edit the 
Jubilee manual. This will be avail- 
able to all exhibitors but will be a 
matter of individual effort as to 
what is done in each theatre. 

At the joint meeting of publicity 
heads and foreign department pub- 
licity chiefs in the Hays office yes- 
terday, it was decided to go ahead 
with foreign short-wave programs 
for NBC and CBS networks, follow- 
ing a test period of about two weeks. 
All details and recommendations 
were worked out by Charles E. Mc- 
Carthy’s committee, named about 
three weeks ago. 

All major companies are to sub- 
mit publicity matter through their 
foreign publicity departments, with 
the Hays office then whipping it into 
shape for forwarding to the net- 
| works. This material is to be made 
| 


| available in six different languages. 


SELWYN-GAIGE CLAIM 
‘LAW’ PICTURE RIGHTS 


Selwyn & Co. and Crosby Gaige 
have retained Louis Nizer to bring 
action against Bayard Veiller, author 
of ‘Within the Law’ for sums he al- 
legedly has received from Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer in connection with 
this stage story. Suit is to be brought 
on the grounds that all rights to that 
play now belong to Selwyn and 
Gaige. 

Entire action hinges on renewal 
rights to the stage production, Sel- 
wyn-Gaige contending that they own 
sole rights. Plaintiffs charge that the 
sums Veiller is alleged to have ob- 
tained from Metro were secured be- 
cause the picture company believed 
that renewal rights resied with the 
original author. 


NO BABY VACASH 























was settled and discontinued out of Universal Rushes Sandy into Another 
the N.Y. federal court Monday (10). | Pix After ‘Father’ Premiere 
Suit claimed the plagiarism by Fox | 
‘of a novel written in 1927 titled ‘On| 
| Missouri Shores and How,’ produced| Baby Sandy, infant star of Unl- 
| by the Shuberts as a play, titled’ versal, gets no vacation this summer, 
‘Congratulations,’ by the 20th-Fox! Execs are rushing the youngster into 
film, ‘Thanks a Million.’ another picture as soon as a suitable 


cast can be rounded up. 
Soaking for Sarong 


Studie made decision after a sneak 
Hollywood, July 11. 


preview of ‘Unexpected Father.’ 
| Dorothy Lamour and Robert Pres- 
| {on are teamed as a new co-starring 
;duo at Paramount and assigned to 
| ‘Typhoon’ as their first job. 
Picture rolls in October with Louis 
| King directing. 








Hollywood, July 11. 

















Lamont’s New Pact 


Hollywood, July 11. 

| Charles Lamont was handed a 
new director contract at Universal 
; after prexy Nate Blumberg took a 
| look at ‘Unexpected Father.’ 

| Picture was Lamont’s second for 
the studio. 


ee 





| 


| Landers Out at RKO 


Hollywood, July 11. Phil Rosen was handed the pilot's 
Lew Landers has checked out of , job on the Universal picture tenta- 
RKO after three years there as a/ tively titled ‘Billion Dollar Racket.’ 





Sweeps Pic for Rosen 
Hollywood, July 11. 





director. He has just completed Yarn. dealing with the Irish 
‘Conspiracy’ for the studio. Sweepstakes, is slated for August 
Intends to freelance, lensing. 
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TATSE SEEKS FILM STUDIO CONTROL 


BY TAKEOVER OF CINEMATOGRAPHERS 








Would Give It the Two Most Strategic Groups, Pro-, CIO Scores NLRB Point 


jectionists and Cameramen—Seen as Step to 


Sieze Jurisdiction 





Hollywood, July 11. 

Control of studio chief pho-| 
tographers has been demanded by | 
the International Alliance of Thea-| 
trical Stage Employees as 
move to carry out its threat to take 
jurisdiction over the entire film in- | 
dustry. Proposal for a new work- 
ing agreement submitted by Inter-| 
national Photographers Local 659 
carries a demand that producers | 
abrogate contract just inked with} 
the American Society of Cinema-| 
tographers. 

Demands were submitted to Pat| 
Casey, producer labor contact, by | 
Herbert Aller, business representa- | 
tive, and Hal Mohr, prexy of Local 
659. Mohr, who also is a member 
of the governing board of ASC, 
made it plain that IATSE tops have | 
decided to insist on abolition of a| 
dual union in the photographic field. 
Local 659 has also filed a petition 
with the National Labor Relations 
Board in which it claims jurisdiction 
over all employees of photographic 
departments in industry. 

Mohr advised Casey that Local} 
659 already represents between 75- 
80% of membership of ASC. IA 
tops pointed out that major film 
companies would experience no 
difficulty in getting out from under 
their contract with the ASC, since 
a majority of the membership has 
indicated its desire to have Local 
659 and the IATSE act as its bar- 
gaining representative. The situa- 
tion was immediately called to the 
attention of producer attorneys to 
determine the legal responsibility of 
the companies with reference to the 
ASC agreement. 

IATSE tops are said to have be- 
come incensed over clause in ASC 
contract which stated directors of 
photography would be required to 
perform their services for the pro- 
ducer regardless of any strike that 
might be ordered by other film 
crafts or guilds. Plan to take over 
control of all artists and workers 
in the film industry originated with 
William Bioff, former Coast head of 
the IATSE, and was approved at 
the Cleveland convention in 1938. 
At that time officials stated the or- 
ganization had a_ $2,000,000 war 
fund to carry out its organizational 
policies, 





Strategic Position 


Takeover of the chief lensers 
would give the IATSE the two most 
powerful groups in the industry, 
cameramen and projectionists. Tops 
admitted this move would place 
them in a position to force pro- 
ducers to accept any reasonable de- 
mands, and would also provide 
IATSE with a springboard to take 
over any other unions that desired 
to affiliate. 


Move was seen by certain out- 


siders as planned by IATSE tops to 
offset fight by Technicians Local 37 
for local autonomy and threat of 
Congress of Industrial Organizations 
to step into the film picture. It 
was reliably reported that while the 
CIO would remain in the back- 
ground it would offer financial and 
moral support to IATSE members 
who are waging fignt to give the lo- 
cal a voice in their negotiations with 
producers. 

Trial of the suit by Local 37 to 
oust the International from control 
is expected to be concluded tomor- 
row (Wed.) in Superior Court. 
Judze Henry M. Willis has indicated 
he will hand down a verbal decision 
immediately after arguments by the 
attorneys. 

In the meantime the United Studio 
Technicians Guild of North Amer- 
ica, an independent group headed 
by sympathizers of local officers of 
Local 37, has filed a petition with 
the NLRB. New organization asks 
certification as bargaining represen- 
tative for approximately 12,000 film 
workers now represented by the 
IATSE. Charles J. Katz, attorney for 
Guild, stated he also would file a 
complaint with NLRB charging that 
IA studio locals are now operated 
as ‘company unions.’ The attorney 
Said producers would be cautioned 
not to sign a ‘contract with any 
group until the Labor Board had an 
opportunity to pass on the various 
petitions now pending before it. 

The name of Tom Mooney, re- 
cently pardoned labor leader, was 


In U’s Philly Exchange 


Washington, July 11. 
National Labor Relations Board 





injected into the trial last week. 
Lew C. G. Blix, former business 
representative of Local 37, was 


asked to identify a newspaper clip- 


Mooney would succeed him as busi- 
ness head of the lucal. 
Writers Pass Up tne AFL 

The Screen Writers Guild has 
pigeonholed a proposal to affiliate 
with the American Federation of 
Labor. Scriveners have sidetracked 
an investigation started by the Rob- 
ert Rossen committee to determine 
the advisability of affiliating with a 
national labor organization. 

Attacks by AFL leaders. on 
NLRB and demands for Congres- 
sior.al revision of the act are said 
to have chilled writers as to any 
immediate move in that direction. 
The SWG is now awaiting reply 
from the NLRB to its request for re- 
opening of hearing on complaint 
charging producers with unfair la- 
bor practice, and have decided 
against any move that might jeopar- 
dize their position or build up op- 
position to resumption of hearing. 

No further action has been taken 
on SWG inquiry since a communica- 
tion was directed to the Authors 
League of America asking if the 
ALA would be favorable to such a 
tieup, and whether such a proposal 
had ever been considered by the or- 
ganization. Mare Connelly, prexy of 
the Authors League, is reported to 
have discussed the situation inform- 
ally with SWG leaders when he ar- 
rived on the Coast. ; 

Wooing P.A.’s Also 

Overtures have been made by IA 
to the Screen Publicists Guild, with 
reps of the former assertedly guar- 
anteeing the flacks the organization’s 
backing to force studio acceptance of 
their salary demands. 

With actors filing scores of com- 
plaints daily against existing agency 
contracts, the Screen Actors Guild is 
readying a demand for early decision 
by the Artists Managers Guild on 
SAG licensing program for agents. 
Bookers have been told that unless 
an agreement is ready soon, the SAG 
will start licensing agents without 
an agreement and that those who 
hold out will face a cut in commis- 
sions. 

AMG committee headed by M. C. 
Levee, prexy, is meeting this week 
to draft request for changes in pro- 
posed pact, Actors have stated they 

(Continued on page 13) 


Thursday (6) cracked down on Uni- 
versal Film Exchange, Inc., of Phil- 


| adelphia to bargain on request with 


‘the CIO affiliated United Office & 


first | ping in which it was reported that | professional Workers of America. 


In July last year and ‘at all times 
| since’ the union has represented a 
| majority of the office workers in the 
film exchange, according to the order. 

‘The management refused to grant 
union representatives the opportuni- 
ty to meet and discuss the possibili- 
ties of a collective bargaining. con- 
tract,, NLRB’ stated. ‘The board 
found that the company did not at- 
tempt to determine whether the 
union represented the office em- 
ployees, but sought only to obstruct 
the union’s efforts to bargain with 
them.’ 


Company must post notices saying 
it will bargain with the U.O.P.W.A., 
over a two-month period, and must 
notify the board’s regtonal director 
at Philly of the compliance action 
after 10 days. 


MILLS GRIND ON 
19 FILMS FOR 
WB STARS 


Hollywood, July 11. 

Intent on keeping its script far 
ahead of the cameras, Warners has 
19 high-budget stories in prepara- 
tion for four topflight players. Ed- 
ward G. Robinson leads, with seven 
yarns in the hands of writers. The 
are ‘The Life of Dr. Ehrlich,’ 
‘Gusher,’ ‘Prince of Imposters,’ ‘Foot- 
steps in the Dark,’ ‘Moon and Six- 
pence,’ ‘$1,000 Window; and ‘The Sea 
Wolf.’ 

Five in preparation for Bette 
Davis are ‘Devotion,’ ‘All This and 
Heaven Too,’ ‘The Miracle,’ ‘We 
Shall Meet Again’ and ‘West of 
Frisco.’ Errol Flynn draws ‘Sea 
Hawk,’ ‘White Rajah,’ ‘Bolivar,’ 
‘Capt. Hornblow’ and ‘City of An- 
gels.” Readying for James Cagney 
are ‘John Paul Jones’ and ‘The City 
of Iron Men.’ 














Limiting Ill. 


Battle Proposed Anti-Dual Bill 


Shows to 135 Mins, 





Chicago, July 11. 

Battle has begun over bill passed 
by state legislature limiting length 
of film showings to two hours and 
15 minutes. This bill, intended to 
curtail double features by forcing 
iutermissions after 135 minutes of 
film exhibition, is being protested 
by such Illinois film leaders as John 
Balaban (Balaban & Katz), and 
Jules Rubens (B. & K.-Great States). 
Both sent protest letters to Gov. 
Henry Horner asking him to veto 
the legislation as impractical and 
unreasonable. 

Rubens contends that the bill’s 
assumption that double features are 
injurious to health is not in accord- 
ance with the findings of competent 
physicians, and there is no more 
eyestrain in watching films than in 
reading. And that it would just as 
reasonable to limit the time of a 
ball game or a double-header, or to 
limit the size of a newspaper or 
book as to place length limits on 
film exhibition. 

Rubens also contends that the 
limiting of double features in this 
manner would react to the injury of 
Illinois business in that it would 
send Illinois residents to nearby 
towns in adjacent states in order to 
obtain greater film bargains for their 
money, 

Of course, the proposed bill will 





also have to be okayed by the state’s 
attorney to find whether or not. it 


fits in with the constitution, How- 
ever, even should the bill get of- 
ficial okay, there is little doubt that 
the constitutionality of the law will 
be questioned by several Illinois film 
leaders by taking the question di- 
rectly to the courts on a case to 
test the legality of the bill. 





Pa. Nixes ‘Ecstasy’ 


Philadelphia, July 11. 

Ban on ‘Ecstasy’ by the State 
censors was upheld yesterday (Mon- 
day) by Judge Otto R. Heiligman in 
Common Pleas court. In nixing the 
film, the court said yesterday: ‘It is 
a display of sexuality from beginning 
to end, designed to inflame the mind 
to improper adventures and establish 
false standards of conduct, and as 
such tends to debase and corrupt 
morals.’ 





N. Y. Nixes ‘Baby’ 


Albany, July 11. 

Appellate Division, N. Y. supreme 
court, by 3-2 vote yesterday (Tues.) 
upheld Board of Regent’s refusal to 
license theatre exhibition of ‘The 
Birth of a Baby. Justice Shenck 
wrote the prevailing opinion with 
Justices Crapser and Bliss assenting. 
Dissents without opinion were indi- 
cated by Justices Hill and Heffer- 
nan. 

The case may go to the Court of 
Appeals. 
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Time’s Parallel to Disney 








Entry of the March of Time organization into the feature production 
field is said to parallel the experience of Walt Disney's ‘Snow White’ 
feature experiment, and to have been influenced by the same factors 
that affected Disney's decision to venture out of the exclusive policy 


of shorts production. Faced with 


rising production costs on his one- 


reelers, averaging $50,000 to $55,000 per subject, with another ‘The Old 
Mill,’ hitting as high as $72,000, and with the short subjects gradually 
being killed off by double-feature programs, it just wasn’t in the cards 


for Disney shorts to make money. 


March of Time may solve a similar situation now confronting it, 
Production cost for the monthly two-reel release is reported running 
$70,000 or higher, and one or two have reached the $100,000 level, I¢ 
the first March of Time feature, ‘The Ramparts We Watch,’ now being 
produced in the east, is successful, it can be expected that M. of T. will 


devote more of its future activities 


to features. 





ae 





New Copyright Now Up to Congress 


Conference Committee’s Work Completed—Kilroe’s 
Film Co. Mission 





With two legislative moves on foot 
to revise the copyright situation, 
the conference committee working 


most objections of music users to the 
present law and representing im- 
portant concessions by copyright 


with the Prof. Shotwell copyright | holders, has been handed members 


group has just about completed its| of Congress for 


work. It will hold one or two rou- 
tine meetings, but the industry 
groups represented will now con- 


introduction, but 
even if dropped in the hopper the 
proposals are unlikely to get atten- 
tion this year. The House Patents 


tent themselves with watching Con- | Committee has been sidestepping 
gressional developments before de- | numerous bills changing single sec- 


ciding on a course of action. 

Contrary to expectations, a pro- 
posed new domestic copyright law 
has not yet been introduced in the 
Senate. It had been figured that 
the Shotwell committee, without 
waiting for the conference group to 
agree on the terms of a new bill, 
would have its own measure tossed 
on the Senate calendar. Such ac- 
tion is now anticipated in the next 
day or two. Meanwhile, the bill 
to have the U. S. ratify the Berne 
copyright treaty, is being pushed by 
Senator Thomas, of Utah, chairman 
of the subcommittee of the senate 
committee on foreign relations. 
Most of the industries interested in 
copyright oppose U. S. adherence 
to the Berne convention. 


Film Atterney Abroad 

Edwin P. Kilroe, 20th Century- 
Fox copyright attorney and repre- 
senting the copyright committee of 
the Hays office, sails today (Wed- 
nesday) to study the copyright situa- 
tion abroad and to huddle with for- 
eign government officials regarding 
certain copyright changes desired 
by U. S. film companies. Although 
certain of the changes Kilroe is 
fostering are approved by other 
industry groups, some are opposed 
by the author and composer repre- 
sentatives and are not in the gen- 
eral agreement so far worked out 
by the conference committee. So 
that foreign government officials 
will understand that Kilroe does 
not speak for all U. S. industry 
groups, letters are being sent to the 
various countries pointing out that 
the 20th-Fox attorney represents 
only the film viewpoint. 

Kilroe has five specific proposed 
changes in the Berne convention to 
take up with foreign copyright peo- 
ple during his trip. They are (1) 
elimination of the ‘moral rights’ 
clause, (2) elimination of the oral 
copyright clause, (3) reservation of 
certain rights now in the public do- 
main but which would be protected 
under U. S. adherence, (4) restric- 
tion of copyright protection to per- 
formance and interpretation and 
(5) giving the producer, instead of 
the story writer, author rights to 
films. The author-composer groups 
more or less oppose all those aims, 
and are violently against the fifth. 

While in Europe, Kilroe will also 
take up certain other matters not | 
directly related to possible U. S. ad- 
herence to the Berne treaty. They 
include conferences regarding the 
so-called ‘Monte Carlo’ case in Eng- 
land, the ‘Daddy Long Legs’ case in 
Holland, the proposed new French 
copyright law and two cases in- 
volving international copyright in 
London and Budapest. 


D. C. Sees No Copyright 


Revision This Semester 


Washington, July 11. 

No chance that Congress will act 
on copyright law revision this year, 
despite virtual agreement of all in- 
terested parties on changes in the 
antiquated statute and new formula 
for determing infringement penal- 
ties. Even though the session may 
run several more weeks, disposition 
is to postpone hearings until next 
year. 





tions of the law in the expectation 
a comprehensive revision will be 
undertaken next year. Senator 
Homer T. Bone, chairman of the 
Senate Patents Committee, said Fri- 
day (7) his group may hold some 
hearings, but the situation does not 
look encouraging for groups hoping 
for decisive action before adjourn- 
ment. The floor situation in the 
Senate, where a long debate is ex- 
pected over neutrality, is the chief 
obstacle, 


BASIL-DIPSON ADDS 
ANOTHER; MORE BLDG. 


Buffalo, July 11. 


A new theatre covering the pres- 
ent site of the Liberty, east side 
Jefferson nabe, will be built next 
year, according to Nicholas J. Basil, 
of Basil Bros.-Dipson interests. The 
new project will include not only 
the present house but also adjacent 
property which has been acquired. 

A modern air-conditioned theatre 
will be erected together with retail 
business places. 








2 More in Texas 


Dallas, July 11. 

Coincidental with opening of In- 
terstate’s Broadway in San Antonio, 
plans were announced for two new 
houses in Texas. Interstate wili build 
a house in Houston, 1,000 seats, two 
floors, with unique sidewall inierior 
lights to reduce glare, much as in 
the Broadway. 

Also being built in Houston Is the 
River Oaks, 





Edwards’ House 


Los Angeles. 
James Edwards, Jr., opened his 
new Tumbleweed theatre at Five 
Points. ° 





UA, Chi, Reopens July 28 
Chicago, July 11. 
United Artists (B&K-Loew), dark 
six weeks, reopens July 28 with 
‘Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever.’ 
No plans yet for reopening of 
RKO loop Palace. 





Miss Marble’s Non-Tennis 
Contract With 20th-Fox 


Hollywood, July 11. 

Alice Marble last week won the 
Wimbledon tennis femme singles 
from Kay Stammers and today 
(Tues.) won a 20th-Fox film contract 
for herself. 

It calls for a dramatic-singing role, 
and will have nothing to do with ten- 
nis, hence won’t impair her amateur 
standing. Last winter Miss Marble 
debuted professionally as a torcher 
at New York’s Waldorf-Astoria. 





Nancy Gets Her Rest 


Hollywood, July 11. 
Brenda Joyce gets the femme lead 
opposite Richard Greene in ‘Here I! 
Am a Stranger,’ taking over the 
part originally assigned to Nancy 
Kelly by 20th. 
Studio decided to give Miss Kelly 





Draft of proposed bill, meeting 
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Chi on the Upbeat; Jack Benny-Vaude 
Strong $35,000, ‘Hardys’ Riding High 





To $13,000, ‘Murder’-Unit Same, Good 


Chicago, July 11. 


<iness throughout the midwest 
territory has perked considerably in 
the past two weeks and things gen- 
erally appear to be on the up-and- 
upwards after four months of dis- 
couraging trade. Despite the truly 
overheated condition of the ther- 
mometer the boxoffices are finding 

r of activity. 
oieencting to the spurt at front gate 
in show business Balaban & Katz 
has already posted notice for the 
reopening of the downtown United 
Artists which will relight in two | 
weeks with ‘Andy Hardy Gets | 
Spring Fev er’ as the initial flicker. 

Palace is still dark and figures to 
gtay shuttered until nearly Labor 
Dav, with RKO having a product 
problem at present besides the strict 

orry of b.o. ‘ 

Best bet of the current session is 
‘Man About Town,’ which is prac- 
tically without competition in the 
loop. Jack Benny has always man- 
aged a good gross around this town, 
and the present flicker is no excep- 
tion to the rule. ; ; 

State-Lake is getting its coin this 

eek on the strength of a house- 

uilt unit tagged ‘World’s Fair 

Thirl,’ with both the State-Lake and 

riental indicating that their stages 
rate of more importance than their 
flickers in recent weeks, 

‘Chips’ is remaining on at the 
‘Apollo and looks set for a stay in 
that house. Word-of-mouth on the 
picture has been splendid. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-75) — 
‘Chips’ (M-G) (3d week). Holding 
to strong pace on excellent comment, 

nd will manage fine $7,000 current- 

y, after taking bang-up $10,200 last 


eek. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Man About Town’ (Par) and stage 
ghow. Jack Benny strength to good 

35,000 this week. Last week, 
‘Maisie’ (M-G) with Bob Hope on 
stage staged a rally over the holidays 
for walloping $44,500. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65)— 
*Kokomo’ ‘WB). So-so session in the 
offing for a fill-in flicker at $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Invitation’ (Par) finished 
second loop stanza to $5,000, okay. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40)— 
*Hardys Ride High’ (M-G) and 
Vaude, Repeat flicker on screen. 
Better than average take in the 

ing at good $13,000. Last week, 

ociety Lawyer’ (M-G) came in 
With surprising $14,500, 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500° 35-55-65- 
5)—Cver Europe’ (Col). Spy 

icker started slowly, but figured to 

arner speed on talk-up; indicates 
fu enough $10,000. Tnat week, 

arzan’ (M-G) got a fainting spell 
midway down the lane to fade to 
disappointing $8,800 and was pulled 
after a single session, 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
“Get Away with Murder’ (WB) and 
stage show. Will J. Harris produced 
stage show and it figures as boxoffice 
magnet to pull satisfying $13,000. 
Last week, ‘Missing Daughters’ (Col) 
with Lou Armstrong band and show 
on stage as real attraction snagged 
nifty high co! $15,200. 


“About Town,’ $10,500, 
‘Chips’ 186, OK in K. C. 


. Kansas City, July 11. 
Town seeing some sturdy summer 
gures reported from the Midland 
and Newman with ‘Chips’ and ‘Man 
Chout, Town’ the respective reasons. 
‘hips’ showing returns in the top- 
flignt from the opening gun, and 
looks to line itself along with very 
t numbers of the year. Film plays 
only seven days despite heavy play, 
as vaults are holding several good 
releases in abeyance. 
‘Man About Town’ moved into the 
Agora on Tuesday to take advan- 
8e of the holiday, although un- 
psual for opening day. Opening fol- 
Owed right on heels of Waukegan 
omere and consequent publicity. 
ndependence Day biz started it off 
right, and certain of nine-day play 
‘or front-rank gross. 
., Career’ at Uptown and Esquire, 
saa wise following a national pre- 
in neig i y or- 
dinery. shboring town, very or 
Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 1,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Career’ (RKO). Solo but bolstered 
with a Donald Duck revue of three 
releases. Timely territorial publicity 
gave chance to cash in on ‘B’ release. 
Combo at $6,000, fair. Last week, 

usannah’ (20th) single with Louis- 

alento films and trio of name-band 
shorts to aid, holiday helped to eight- 
a’ $6,800 combo, average. 
idland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
Tes (M-G) and ‘Parents on 
ja’ (Col) dual. Film in with 
Plenty of advance notices both local 








of year; continued pace will bring in 
around $18,000, tops. Last week, 
‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘6,000 Enemies’ 
(M-G) doubled; ‘Maisie’ a pleasant 
surprise and helped along by holiday 
to top expectations at $12,800. 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900: 10- 
25-40) —‘Man About Town’ (Par) 
solo, Picture in on Tuesday opening 
and will play long week to pleasing 
$10,500. Last week, ‘Gracie Allen’ 
(Par) and ‘Mutiny’ (M-G) reissue, 
doubled, cut short at five days and 
average at $4,500. 


TOPS MILD 
BALTO 


Baltimore, July 11. 

General letdown here this week 
with only bright spot ‘Chips’ at 
Loew’s Century. Nice advance 
ballyhoo and consistent trade after 
strong opening sending that house 
into one of biggest takes in moons. 
Some fairish reaction at the Stanley 
to ‘Man About Town,’ which got a 
good reception by local crix. Rest 
of downtowners just ambling along. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-40) —‘Chips’ (M-G) taking a com- 
manding lead with: big $12,000, 
house’s best in months. Last week, 
‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G) off at $5,100. 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66)—‘Clouds Over Eu- 
rope’ (Col) plus M. of ". and vaude. 
Mild $9,500. Last week, ‘Bridal 
Suite’ (M-G) iad hefty support via 
Galento-Louis fight pix, p.a. of Harry 
James orch and Four Inkspots rang 
bell lustily for extra good $13,800. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40) — ‘Gracie Murder Case’ 
(Par). Not getting far with $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Sun Sets’ (U) fairly sat- 
isfactory $6,700 in 10 days. 


New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Stolen Life’ (Par). Tepid 
$3,500. Last week forced second ses- 
sion of ‘Susannah’ (20th), rounded 
out uneventful total of $5,400 for 12 
playing days. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Man About Town’ (Par). Fair 
$7.000. Last week, ‘Naughty Nice’ 
(WB) and ‘Sons of Liberty (WB) 
attracted mild $6,100. 


JACK BENNY DANDY 
$12,000 IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, July 11. 

Combined biz of ace cinemas cur- 
rently on even keel with last week 
for pretty good warm-weather going. 

‘Man About Town’ is this week’s 
top draw, racking up « nifty Albee 
mark. Next best is ‘Good Girls Go 
to Paris,’ which is doing all right by 
the Palace. 

Dual playbacks of ‘Lost Squadron’ 
and ‘Human Bondage’ are fetching a 
good Lyric gross. 

RKO smallie Grand, slated for 
closing at the end of this week to 
= rebuilding a la modern, will 

ang on for at least'another week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300: 35-42)—‘Man 
About Town’ (Par). Jim-dandy $12,- 
000. Last week ‘Tarzan’ (M-QG), 
good $10,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 35-42)—In- 
vitation Happiness’ (Par) (2d run), 
jerked after one day and supplanted 
by ‘Tarzan Finds a Son’ (M-G) (2d 
run) for balance of week. Poor 
$2,500. Ditto last week on ‘Chips’ 
(M-G), moved over after fortnight at 
Palace. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Lady Vanishes’ (GB), ‘Blind Alley’ 
(Col), ‘Inside Information’ (U), split. 
So-so $1,700. Same last week on 
‘Winner All’ (20th), ‘Racketeers of 
Range’ (RKO), ‘Code of Secret 
Service’ (WB), singly. 

Grand (RKO) (1,140; 25-40)— 
‘Chips’ (M-G) (3d run) (4th week). 
Slow $2,000. Last week ‘Lincoln’ 
(20th) (2d run), okay $3,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Maisie’ (M-G) (2d week). All right 
$3,500. Last week (lst), excellent 
$6,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)— 
‘Human Bondage’ (RKO) and ‘Lost 
Squadron’ (RKO) (reissue combo). 
Good $4,000. Last week ‘Five Came 
Back’ (RKO), fair $3,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Good Girls Go to Paris’ (Col). All 











and national, and proving one of best 


right $9,500. Last week ‘Invitation 
Happiness’ (Par), fair $8,000. 


First Runs on Broadway 


Week of July 13 





(Subject to Change) 


Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr, 
(M-G) (9th wk.). 
Capitol—‘On Borrowed Time’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.). 
Criterion—Bulldog Drum- 
mond’s Bride’ (Par) (12). 
(Reviewed in Variety, July 5) - 


Chips’ 





Glob e—Waterfront’ (WB) 
(15). 
Music Hall—‘Man in Iron ‘' 


Mask’ (UA). 
(Reviewed in Variety, June 28) 
Palace—‘News Is Made ‘at 
Night’ (20th) (12), 
Paramount—‘Man About Town’ | 
(Par) (3d wk.). 
Rialto — ‘Five 
(RKO) (2d wk.). 
Roxy—‘Second Fiddle’ 
(3d wk.). 
Strand—‘Indianapolis Speed- 
way’ (WB) (14). 
Week of July 20 


Came Back’ 


(20th) 


Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ 
(M-G) (10th wk.). 
Capitol—‘Andy Hardy Gets 


Spring Fever’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue} 

Criterion—‘This Man Is News’ 
(Par) (19). 

Globe —‘Dead Men Tell No 
Tales’ (Alliance) (22), 


Music Hall—‘Man in Iron 
Mask’ (UA) (2d wk.). 

Paramount — ‘Magnificent 
Fraud’ (Par) (19). 

Roxy — ‘Frontier Marshal’ 


(20th) (21). 
Strand—‘Each Dawn 
(WB) (21). 


Good Pix, But No 
Biz in Pitt; Chips 
3d Frisky $5,000 


Pittsburgh, July 11. 
Biz just isn’t this week. Pix all 
along the line out of the top drawer, 
too, every one of them drawing 
swell notices and excellent word-of- 


I Die’ 











generally are too much to overcome. 
am is stagnation right down the 
ine. 

Penn’s leading the way with 
‘Maisie,’ reacting as briskly as pos- 
sible to a slick campaign, but no- 
where within reach of big coin, 
while ‘Daughters Courageous,’ at 
Stanley, won’t be one-two-three with 
its predecessor, ‘Four Daughters.’ 
‘Good Girls Go To Paris,’ at Alvin, is 
another entry that isn’t coming even 
close despite everything in its favor. 
‘Goodbye Mr. Chips,’ however, bet- 
ter than holding its own in third 
week downtown, having moved to 
Warner after fortnight at Penn. 

Est: mates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Good Girls’ (Col). Blondell-Doug- 
las comedy well liked, but unfor- 
tunately there aren’t very many 
dropping in to spread word widely 
enough. Will have to go some to 
get beyond weak $4,000. Last week, 
‘Susannah’ (20th) continued the 
downward plunge of Temple’s b.o. 
prestige, barely getting $4,500. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—‘Maisie’ (M-G). At least break- 


are making her a b.o. figure to reck- 
on with in future, and nearly $10,000 
that flicker will draw can be at- 
tributed in large part to her per- 
formance and press enthusiasm for 
it. Last week ‘Mr Chips’ (M-G), sec- 
ond week, fine $12,000 after $19.000 
opener and biggest thing so far this 
summer. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750: 15-25) ‘Ice 
Follies’ (M-G), ‘Plainsman’ (Par). 
snlit with ‘Test Pilot’ ‘M-G) and 
‘Joy Living’ (RKO). This spot. af- 
ter strong getaway with new policy. 
also feeling the pinch, right along 
with the rest of them. Looks like 
around $700, pretty weak, for these 
four, twinned for three and four 
days, resvectively. Last week: ‘Wells 
Fargo’ (Par) and ‘Stage Door’ 
(RKO), split with ‘Huck Finn’ (M-G) 
and ‘Bovs Reformatory’ (Mono), got 
around $900. 

Stanlev (WB) (3,600: 25-35-50)— 
ing evervbody but the ticket-win- 
dow. Will be lucky to snatch $7.000 
which is no biz at all for this one. 
Last week, ‘Tarzan’ (M-G). 
holiday to heln and finished up 
around $10.000. nrettv good. 

Warner (WB) (2,000: 25-35-50)— 
‘Mr. Chins’ (M-G). Still has some- 
thing left in third downtown week. 
Only second picture in history to 
move here after nlavir* two stan71s5 
at Penn, other heing ‘Snow White’ 
(RKO). For windup, Englisch hit 
should come close to $5.000. ana 
| that’s plentv okay. Tast week. “Tel! 
Tales’ (M-G) and ‘Hotel Trnerinl’ 
| (Par), not bad at all at $4.700 best 
'twin-bill take here in some time. 








| week 





mouth, but weather and conditions | 


B'way Knee-Deep in Holdovers; 


Bachelor Mother’ $80,000 2d Wk., 
Benny 406 2d, ‘5 Came’ OK $10,000 





Eastern seaboard’s fair town is! 
long on hoidovers and, in most | 
Cases, short on business, An equa- | 


torial weekend was anything but} 
what the doctor ordered after the | 
ig Fourth of July crush and even} 
our on Flushing Meadows the turn-} 


| stiles were slowed up a lot. It was | 
} Just too hot to do anything, | 
Only important new picture to} 


come in, ‘On Borrowed Time,’ opened | 
at the Capitol and will end | 
hat way at around $16,000, though | 
this 1s an improvement over recent 
weeks here, including the Fourth of 
July attraction, ‘Stronger Than De- 


weakly 


| sire’ which ended at under $7,000. 


‘Bachelor Mother’ heads the list of | 


| holdovers, with a snug $80,000 in | 


store. This is picture’s second and | 


theatre into highest summer ground 
to date at $10,000 on week ending 
Monday night (10) and away briskly 
on the hoidover yesierday (Tues.). 
Prior to that ‘Girl and Gambler’ 
(RKO), with Louis-Galento fight 
films, $6,000, okay. 


Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Second 
Fiddle’ (20th) and stage show (2d 
week). Forced for a total of three 
weeks because ‘Froniier Marshal’ 


(20ih) won't be ready before Friday 


(21). Under $40,000 the first seven 
days over the 4th, disexppvintins, and 
will be this side of $25,000, weak, on 


the current (2d) lap. 
other week. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75 )—‘Wuthering’ 
(UA) (2d run) and Ella Fitzgerald 
with Chick Webb orchestra. ‘Wuth- 


Goes still an- 


tinal week, ‘Man in Iron Mask’ mov-}| ering’ was drained pretty dry on 


ing in tomorrow (Thurs.). At the} 
Par ‘Man About Town’ and Gene 
Krupa go into a third week today 


(Wed.) after getting through to 
540.000 on the second, ending last} 
jnight (Tues.), very good. Aiding} 


| was a preview last night of ‘Magnifi- 


cent Fraud’ which is due to open} 
Wednesday (19). The first seven 
days, over the Fourth, was $58,500, 


| smash takings. 


A disappointer is ‘Second Fiddle,’ | 
now in its second week, which, even! 


seven strong weeks at the Rivoli re- 
cently and no doubt this is holding 
the take down to around $18,000, 
though satisfactory for this time of 
year. Last week a new high of $50,- 
400 was set by ‘Wonderful World’ 
(M-G) and, on stage, Eddie Cantor 
unit, doing 41 shows. 

Strand (2,767; 25-49-55-75-85-99 }— 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) and 
Sammy Kaye (3d-final week). Al- 
though the nut has been high with 
Kaye dragging down a heavy salary, 


with the firecracker holiday, failed| the business done here, in view of 
to get as much as $40,000 on the first | the comparatively small capacity and 
seven days and, on the holdover | the competition, has been exception- 


currently will 
$25,000. 


dip below/| ally fine. 
Picture is being forced a|an Okay $22,000, while last week 


The final (3d) week is 


third stanza until ‘Frontier Marshal’ | (2d) was sturdy at $31,500, and the 


is ready Friday (21). 
‘Daughters Courageous’ and Sammy 


| Kaye are winding up a concluding | $46,000. 
| third week at the Strand tomorrow | $100,000 or near on the 21 days. 


night (Thurs.) at around $22,000, not 
fancy but o.k., especially in view of 
the fact the picture is day-and- 
dating this week at the Par, Brook- 
lyn, and that naturally is cutting in. 
‘Indianapolis Speedway’ and Clyde 
McCoy take hold Friday (14) for a 
| solo lap. R 

After a record week with Eddie 
Cantor and ‘Wonderful World’—the 
Colbert-Stewart film being partially 
credited also—the second-run State 
is dropping down to around $18,000 
with its new show, ‘Wuthering 
Heights’ and Ella Fitzgerald. For the 
summer this figure is okay. Also 
given much credit for attaining the 
record last week, with house in- 
capable of squeezing in more than 
$55,000 under any circumstances, was 
Al Rosen’s campaign, one of the best 
that Broadway has ever seen, to- 
gether with the astute manner in 
which he handled crowds, with 
some juggling of the prices. 

‘Five Came Back,’ which started a 
second week yesterday (Tues.) at 
the Rialto, is heaps of happiness for 
Arthur Mayer. It gathered in $10,000 
on the first seven days, a new sum- 
mer high for this pill-box. 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (1,012; 25-40-55-65)—‘Chips’ 
(M-G) (9th week). On the eighth 
week ending Monday night (10), 
$12,000. The prior (7th) week, with 
a very powerful play received, gross 
was near to $16,000. Huge profit be- 
ing shown here. 

Capitol (4.529; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G). More action 
here this week for a probable $16,000 








ing even, which is more than any | 


other attraction in town can claim | 
this week. Raves for Ann Sothern 


‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB). Pleas- | 


had the! 


but away under hopes. In ahead 
‘Stronger Than Desire’ (M-G), under 
$7,000, terrible. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55 )—‘Mickey 
the Kid’ (Rep). Only about $4,500, 
ouch! Last week, ‘Grand Jury Se- 
crets’ (Par), slightly over $5,000, 
poor. 

Globe (1.274; 25-40-55) — ‘Hell’s 
Kitchen’ (WB) (2d-final week). 
Pushed through to nice $8,900 on the 
first week and will be around $6,009 
on the holdover for very agreeable 
profit. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Mikado’ 
(U) (2d rua) and ‘News Is Maze at 
Night’ (WB) (st run), doubled. This 
pair opens today (Wed.) following 


seven days of ‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d 
run) and ‘Zero Hour’ (Rep) (1st 
run), which got $7,000. In ahead, 


‘Lincoln’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘They 
Asked For It’ (U) (st run), with 
the fight films and latter accounting 
for most of the business. $7,200. 
Paramount (3,664: 2%-35-55-85-99) 
—'‘Man About Town’ (Par) and Gene 
Kruna, Andrews Sisters (3d-final 
week). Very satisfactory profit-get- 
ting show, with second week ending 
last night (Tues.) at $40,000, follow- 
ing smash $58500 the first seven 
days. ‘Magnificent Fraud’ (Par), 
which opens Wednesday (19), was 
tossed in last night for a preview. 
Radio City .dusice Hall (5,980: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65) — ‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(RKO) and stage show (2d-final 
week). Ginger Rogers stock goes 
away up on strength of this able 
grosser at $100.000 the first week and 
$80,000 on the holdover. ‘Man in Iron 





‘ 


Mask’ (UA) arrives tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 


first remarkably big for this time of 
ycar, ahead of the Fourth, at nearly 
This provides a total of 





OKLAHOMA CITY DULL; 
TEMPLE POOR $3,200 


; Oklahoma City, July 11. 

Man About Town’ is stepping out 
for good $5,500 at the Criterion, with 
‘Susannah of the Mounties,’ at Mid- 
west, lagging. 

Others so-so. 

Estimates for This Week 

Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
—Man About Town’ (Par). Good 
$5,500. _ Last week, ‘Mr. Chips’ 
(M-G), $4,000, so-so. 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 15-20-25)— 
‘Kokomo’ (FN) and ‘House Fear’ 
(U), split with ‘Could Happen’ 
(20th) and ‘Racketeers of Range’ 
(RKO). Fair $2,100. Last week, 
‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and ‘Torchy 
ray (WB), full week, good 


Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
‘Susannah’ (20th). So-so $3,200. 
Last week, ‘Invitation Happiness’ 
(Par), $2,800, n.g. 

Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40)—‘In- 
vitation Happiness’ (Par). Move- 
over from Midwest, n.g. $900. Last 
week, ‘Tarzan’ (M-G), $800, poor. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 15-20-25) — 
‘Missing Daughters’ (Col) and 
Trappéd in Sky’ (Col). Fair $1,700. 
Last week, ‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) plus 
Louis-Galento film, good $2,100. 

Tower (Stan) (1,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G). Moveover from 
Criterion. Good $2,100. Last week, 
‘Wonderful World’ (Par), $1,100, 
n.g. 








‘Time’ Registering OK 
$5,000 in Portland 


Portland, Ore., July 11. 

‘Man About Town’ is connecting 
for another socko week at the Ham- 
rick-Evergreen Paramount after 
topping the burg’s grosses in the 
first chuk“er. 

Among new product is ‘Naughty 
But Nice,’ going fairly strong at 
Orpheum. ‘Prison Without Bars’ is 
a fair winner for the Broadway. 
‘On Borrowed Time’ is good at UA, 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- 
40)—‘Prison Bars’ (UA) and ‘Mar- 
ried Cop’ (Rep). Average fare do- 
ing good enough $4,300. Last week, 
‘Kokomo’ (FN) and ‘Dark House’ 
(U) (re-issue), okay $5,000. 


Mayfair (Parker -Evergreen) 
(1,500; 30-35-40)—‘Kokomo’ (FN) 
and Louis-Galento fight pix. Good 


$2,500. Last week, “Tarzan’ (M-G) 








Rialto (750: 25-40-55)—‘Five Came 
Back’ (RKO) (2d-final week). Ran 


and ‘Secret Service’ (WB), following 
first stanza at Broadway, average 
$2.000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1.800; 30-35-40) — ‘Naughty Nice’ 
‘WB) and ‘Charlie Chan’ (20th). 
Nice $4,500. Last week. ‘Susannah’ 
(20th) and ‘Winner All’ (20th), aver- 
age $4.800. 

Paramornt (Hamrick-Ever7vreen) 
(3.000; 30-35-40)—‘Man About Town’ 
(Par) and ‘Chasing Danzer’ (0th) 
(2d wk.). Strone $4.000. First 
week, with ‘Bulldoe NDrummond’ 
(Pr) big winner at $6,000. 

United Artists (Porker) (1.000: 20- 
25-40)—‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) and 
‘Stronger Desire’ (%-G). Good 
$5.000 Tact week, ‘Maicie® (M-G) 
and ‘6,000 Enemies’ (M-G), nice 
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Exploitation Showings 
For Par’s Fall Films 
Set on Land and Sea 


Elaborate plans for special pre- 
release world premieres of new sea- 
son’s (1939-40) product, to be held 
in widely-scattered sections of the 
country, have been tentatively laid | 
out by Paramount, with broadcasts | 
in some instances to figure. 

‘Beau Geste,’ Par’s first 1939-40 re- | 
lease, scheduled for Labor Day} 
week, will be given a pre-release 
premiere at the Par, N. Y., sometime 
in August. Early the same month 
Par will arrange tor a home-town 
preem of ‘Our Leading Citizen’ at 
Van Buren, Ark., where Bob Burns 
hails from. M. A. Lightman, Par’s 
theatre partner in that state, is 
anxious to put on the special open- 
ing, and Burns, if plans carry, would 
come on from the Coast for a p.a. 

Bob Gillham, who is in the east 
lining up plans for the various open- 
ings ahead of general release, states 
that for ‘Star Maker’ the plan is to 
hold a special banquet and broad- | 
cast Aug. 18, which is Gus Edwards’ 
birthday. It will take place either 
in New York or Hollywood, with 
proteges of Edwards to be sought 
for guest appearances on the air. 

For ‘Geronimo,’ general release of 
which will be Oct. 20, Gillham is 
discussing a preem out in Arizona. 
The Griffith Amusement Co., oper- 
ating in that territory, wants to put 
on the opening at Stafford, Ariz. 
there being no theatre in the town 
of Geronimo, Ariz., but it may be 
that a tent will be put in the latter 











and Indians invitea from an adja- 


cent reservation for color. A broad- 
cast on this opening may also be 
lined up. 

‘Jamaica Inn,’ starring Charles 
Laughton, will be pre-released in 
New York at the Rivoli, probably 
Labor Day week, while Frank 
Lloyd's ‘Ruler of the Seas’ will also 
get a world preem in N. Y., at the 
Par, prior to general release, open- 
ing sometime in October. Release 
date is Thanksgiving. Broadcasts on 
both are planned, with a_ special 
preview of ‘Ruler’ to be held on the 
Queen Mary. 


U. A. PRE-RELEASES 
AIMED FOR FAIR TRADE 





By John C. Flinn 





Of the many thousands who daily mill through the 
automobile exhibits of General Motors, Ford and 
Chrysler in the transportation area at the New York 
World’s Fair, most eager group is comprised of car 
dealers, drawn from all sections of the country, who 
spend hours in close study of the product they sell to 
the public. 

In numbers, the dealers are a small fraction of the 
mobs that stand in long queues to see the General 
Motors’ $2,000,000 futurama, or take the aerial free 
ride in one of Ford’s newest models. But there’s a 
busy and highly trained corps of guides and tech- 
nicians who ferret out the visiting dealers and give 
them special attention. The public gets the free shows, 
the gratis rides, a chance to see the wheels go ‘round 
and view the progressive steps in assembling. 

The dealers get all this, too, and something else be- 
sides. The ‘something else’ is an explanation of the 
whys and wherefores, with proper emphasis on manu- 
facturing policies and points, novelties and accessories 
which form the basis of subsequent sales talks to pros- 
pective customers. 
This routine which the larger car manufacturers con- 
duct is so important in their dealer relations that it has 
come to mean very much more than sales pressure, in 
the opinion of an exhibit official. Through the years, 
the automobile companies have maintained a continu- 
ing curricula of study and information about their 
product which has resulted in marketing standardiza- 
tions, uniformity of dealer methods and commendable 
rules of sales presentation to the public. It has brought 
maker and seller close together by bonds of mutual 
interest. It hasn’t been done with mirrors, and it 
wasn’t accomplished in a day or a week. It is the most 
valuable asset in the entire motor industry, and re- 
garded as such by leading executives. It is the com- 
bination of information about the product, plus an un- 
derstanding of manufacturing problems, mixed intelli- 
gently with a grasp of dealers’ selling riddles. It’s the 
grease which keeps one of America’s giant industries 
operating year after year, in good times and bad, with 
a maximum amount of intra-industry good will. 
There isn’t any exhibit of the American motion pic- 


| ture industry at the New York World’s Fair, except a 


very good film of historical clips, shown twice daily in 
the U. S. Government building. With this single ex- 
ception, in all of Whalen’s Walloping Acres there is 
nothing for the public or visiting theatre men to learn 
about an industry which unquestionably is closer to 
more humans than automobile transportation. 

Putting aside for the moment the angle of the pub- 
lic and films, there is ample fodder for the construc- 
tive speculation about the good, at this particular time, 
which could accrue from closer cooperation between 
producer-distributors of films, on one hand, and the- 
atre showmen, on the other. 


FILMS’ PERMANENT FAIR—IN HOLLYWOOD 


Film industry has a World's Fair all its own out in 
Hollywood, and it has been carrying on, year after 
year, with amazing success. It, also, is one of Amer- 
ica’s leading industries (not the third or fourth, as 
some film orators glibly and inaccurately declare, but 
it’s among the first 30) and it’s a very important busi- 
ness, employing several hundred thousand persons in 
gainful occupation, counting the theatre payrolls. And 








United Artists Pictures is going 
after its share of World's Fair visit- 
ors and has laid out a special cam- 
paign of exploitation on four pic- 
tures. According to N. Y. Transit 
Commission statistics, 82% of those 
attending the Fair arrive on the 
grounds via subway, bus or Long 
Island R. R. 


For this reason, UA is spending | 


DOUBLE PREEM IN BOB 


approximately $4,000 on a car-card 
and one-sheet campaign for ‘Man in 
the Iron Mask,’ ‘Winter Carnival,’ 
‘Music School’ and ‘Four Feathers.’ 
Fourteen hundred car-cards and 
1,200 one-sheeis, drawing attention 
to coming openings of these pictures | 


at the Radio City Music Hall and | 
the Rivoli, N. Y., with copy reading | 


‘See These Pictures Before Leaving 
Town’ are being posted on all sub- 
way stations approaching the Fair, 


yet, it is a fair statement that there is more misinfor- 
'mation, lack of understanding, ill-will and general 
cross-cussing in the film industry than in any other 
| twice its size in cash turnover. 

| There must be a reason for this—and there is. Mal- 
contents in all branches for years have enjoyed a cer- 
tain sense of sadistic joy and happiness by holding up 


| their own business to public ridicule and waging in- 


ternal civil strife. Even accepting a certain portion of 


_this suicide squad as earnest and sincere the spectacle 


is highlighted by an ignorance of mutual problems, and 
by the absence of desire or ability to impart and ac- 
cept truthful information. 

Whatever factions within the film industry are 
charged with the responsibility of fostering good will 
and cooperation might, with profit, turn to mators for 
inspiration and instruction. They might open their 
eyes and see right in Hollywood the opportunity to 
accomplish a revolution of industry attitude towards 
the picture business through a campaign designed to 
neutralize prevailing misconceptions. 

Not the details, but the principle of the method is 
the important thing. There must be both will and a 
burning desire to better industry relationships. Motors 
learned that cooperative effort comes first, and cash 
return follows with mathematical certainty. It’s a 
matter of placing values in their right position. 


HAS ALL THE MEDIA FOR GOOD-WILL 


With such means as a strong and independent trade 
press at the disposal of the film industry to carry the 
message of sincerity between its far-flung outposts and 
the Hollywood and New York producing and dis- 
tributing headquarters, nothing stands in the way of 
mutual exchange of ideas except the will to act. An 
industry which spontaneously appropriated $1,000,000 
a year ago for a ‘greater film season’ might perfect, 
with much less expense, a campaign to alleviate cur- 
rent destructive bitterness. 

The indictment against Hollywood is real only to the 
degree that its maligners and falsifiers, many of them 
coddled radic commentators, are permitted to spread 
venom and cheapness, whereas the real Hollywood, 
concerned with the serious task of picture-making, is 
deserving of encouragement and approbation. But 
nothing is accomplished in this direction by execu- 
tives, who realize the harm that is done by stupid and 
inspired propaganda, and who do nothing about it. 

Exhibitors should be informed that Hollywood is not 
completely surrounded by race-tracks, swimming pools, 
blondes and gay niteries. They would be surprised 
and delighted to know that the film producing center 
is a community of hard workers, creating a product 
much more difficult to fabricate than a gas driven joy- 
wagon. They would also be pleased to meet face to face 
with show people who are as intelligent as themselves, 
but who possess as great an ignorance about exhibition 
as theatre men, generally, have about production. They 
would like to know, week by week, what film pro- 
ducers are planning for their screens, and why. And 
it would pay a dividend to writers and directors if an 
exhibitor occasionally was drawn into conference on 
some important film subject. 

List of annoying and disturbing factors which has 
kept the film industry in turmoil for nearly four years 
is not likely to evaporate if left to chance, tax-collec- 
tors and Federal courts. More difficult hurdles are 
ahead, so long as current mental attitudes prevail. 
Peace and good will, brothers of profit, never are the 
offspring of civil strife. War of the Rebellion ended 
with Appomattox, but the South hasn’t recovered yet 
from the reconstruction era that followed. 

Let no one proceed on the theory that the good will 
job in the film business is a part-time assignment, or 
some new version of free-dish nite. The purging and 
the pruning will be done ‘midst shrieks and yells for 
the copper. The time to tackle a hard, difficult prob- 
lem is before procrastination makes it more involved, 
if not impossible of solution. 

An industry that is capable of creating, distributing 
and showing fine films—and there are lots of them— 
can clean its own house if it has a mind to do so. It 
will be tough, but show people have a saving sense of 
humor. 

Certainly there is as much intelligence and brains in 
films as in motors, and the average showman rates an 
1.Q. equal to clutch-shifters. 
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ner, Cedric Harwicke and a score of 


OW MANSHIP 
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BURNS’ NATIVE ARK. 


Double premiere of Bob Burns’ 
‘Our Leading Citizen’ at Fort Smith 
and Van Buren, Ark., iatter spot 
the actor’s home town, has been pro- 
posed by M. A, Lightman, operator 
of theatres there, to Y. Frank Free- 
man, Paramount studio exec. If 





subway and railroad cars, buses in- 
side the Fair, as well as others, mak- 
ing a specialty of Fair trips. 

Cards and sheets will be changed 
every two weeks, as they apply to 
current openings. 


Drive-In Theatre Opens 
Gates to Disabled Fans 


Detroit, July 11. 

Because of its special adaptability, 
Drive-in theatre here is building 
lotta good-will with a regular policy 
of free performances for invalids, 
shut-ins and underprivileged chil- 
dren in this area. 

Guest nights, Monda:s, have al- 
ready been skedded for disabled vets 
from Veterans’ Hospital, poor kids of 
various church parishes, and for 
handicapped children in various sec- 
tions of city and surrounding town- 





okayed, likely the Kraft Music Hall 
‘broadcast will also be done from 
Van Buren. 

Town’s theatre is the old opry 
house and named after the radio-film 
star. «© gured double-header would 
draw 100,000 to two towns with 
added attraction being heavy dele- 
gation of Paramount players on hand 
to take bows. 


Chi Playhouse, With 
Foreign Films, 6th Anni 


Chicago, July 11. 

World Playhouse, on lower Michi- 
gan boulevard, is celebrating its sixth 
anniversary as a theatre devoted ex- 
clusively to showing foreign made 
films. Current attraction is ‘Orage’ 
(Fr), starring Charles Boyer, from 
a play by Henri Bernstein. 

One time concert hall and show 








ships. Because invalids may be 
transported and remair in cars dur- 
in flickers, outdoor theatre manage- | 
ment figured setup would be extra 
beneficial Theatre's only provision 
is that someone arrange transporta- 
tion for guests. 





place for modest legit attractions, 


‘Playhouse was taken over by Joseph 


Vicedomini, who solved the loop 
clearance and zoning puzzle by book- 
ing foreign piciures and advertising 
them in big time manner. Paderew- 
ski, Sacha Guitry, Elisabeth Berg- 


foreign stage and screen stars were 
given their first Chicago showings 
at the Playhouse. Engagements have 
|been extended frequently to eight 
'and 10 week runs, 

Vicedomini has striven constantly 
to widen the special nationalistic 
audiences, and through exploitation 
and advertising in the foreign lan- 
guage newspapers he has developed 
strong followings, now extended to 
the general public. Foreign language 
students follow the programs con- 
stantly. 


‘Career’s’ John Archer 
Given Home Town Bally 


Lincoln, July 11. 

‘Career’ (RKO) was shoved off 
here in good shape, tied up with the 
national A. A, U. and close on the 
world premiere of the pic in Des 
Moines. 

Through arrangement with CBS- 
Wrigley, John Archer, the Lincoln 
‘Gateway to Hollywood’ finalist, and 
Alice Eden, were released from re- 
hearsals for their Summer Playhouse 
series in Chicago, rushed to Lincoln, 
introduced and featured in presen- 
tation of awards at the A. A. U. (a 
15,000 crowd) where the picture was 
plugged, remained over one whole 
day and presented on the stage of 
Varsity where the film opened (5). 

Buildup for the picture was con- 
sistent, the newspapers being fed for 
three days double column front page 
spreads from Des Moines. 








WOMAN, 107, SPEAKS 
‘ON BORROWED TIME’ 


Pittsburgh, July 11. 

While mapping his campaign for 
the opening of ‘On Borrowed Time’ 
in DuBois, Pa., Charlie Baron, MG 
exploiteer in this territory, discov- 
ered Mrs. Katherine Micko, of Brook- 
ville, Pa., who was born on July 4, 
1832. Just to make certain her age 
is 107 years, the woman’s grand- 
children recently obtained her orig- 
inal birth certificate and had several 
photostatic copies made. 


Baron invited Mrs. Micko to a din- 
ner in her honor and also a place at 
the picture’s premiere, where she 
told the audience what it felt like 
to be living ‘on borrowed time.’ Also 
informed them that she hoped to 
borrow enough to reach 125, when 
= would make a tour of the coun- 
ry. 





TUNING FOR HEIFETZ 
Montreal, July 11. 

Evelyn Gerstein, doing a swing 
round the country to grab space for 
Sam Goldwyn’s Jascha Heifetz 
feature, ‘Music School,’ is knocking 
over Canadian dailies and radio sta- 
tions this week. Talk in French over 
station CKAC last week was her 
eighth radio appearance. 

Special campaign includes lectures 
to women’s clubs. RCA-Victor of 
Canada has granted permission for 
use of Heifetz recordings in air 





broadcasts arranged by Miss Ger- 
stein. 


Lively Exploitation 
For ‘Chips’ Draws 
Biz in Many Sections 


St. Louis, July 11. 

Four weeks exploitation campaign 
for ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ at Loew’s 
was climaxed two days before open- 
ing, when Jimmy Harris, p.a. and 
‘Chick’ Evens, mgr. grabbed exclu- 
sives at the Lamberi-St. Louis 
Municipal Airport where 100,000 na- 
tives gathered to see plane races, 
parachute jumping, etc. and fire- 
works display. A huge banner with 
‘Mr. Chips’ and theatre copy was 
planted on the main runway at the 
field; one of the exhibition places 
was decorated with similar copy and 
a dozen announcements, urging the 
natives to see the pix, were broad- 
cast from the control tower. 

Suggestion to the daily magazine 
editor of the Post-Dispatch, resulted 
in the printing of a story written by 





|the paper’s Hollywood staff corre- 


spondent on Greer Garson. This 
was a new stunt in local movie ex- 
ploitation. A three chapter serial of 
the pix was planted in the St. Louis 
County Leader, weekly with 40,000 
circulation. 

Campaign included co-op ads with 
dept. stores; window displays, fea- 
ture stories and art 1n all local news- 
papers and a radio tieup that in- 
cluded plugs over KXOK, WEW and 
WTMV. A street bally consisted of 
a stooge, dressed in cap and gown 
and totin’ a huge book, meandering 
with the luncheon crowds several 
days before run began. Opening day 
saw customers being directed to the 
second balcony for the second show, 
a rarity in this burg. 





Drissel’s Stunt 
Norfolk, Va., July 11. 
Full advantage of ihe old-age 
slant of ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ was 
taken by Roscoe Drissel, manager of 
Loew’s State theatre, in his exploita- 


and Ten Club sponsored a preview 
of the flicker in an old school build- 
ing. 

Old people got behind the plan 
and had as their chief guest City 
Manager Charles B. Borland. They 
had good attendance in the class- 
room in which the film was shown. 
Many retired teachers were in the 
audience and newspapermen were 
also on hand to see the Donat-Gar- 
son human interest offering. 

Radio and newspaper advertising, 
plus plenty of posters and heralds, 
completed the buiid up that gave 
nice gross for the imitial week end. 





Lester Pollock in Rochester 
Rochester, N. Y., July 11. 
Lester Pollock, manager of Loew's, 
tied in with Democrat & Chronicle to 
pick 10 teachers most closely ex- 
emplifying Mr. Chips in the film. 
Teachers and first ones to suggest 


with words of both teachers and 
sponsors going out over WHAM. 
Teaser ads three weeks in advance 
led up to unusually heavy space for 
summer show just before opening. 





And in San Diego 
San Diego, July 11. 

Beaverboard cutout letters eight 
feet tall and spelling out the name, 
‘Mr. Chips,’ were anchored to the 
curb in front of the California (F- 
WC) by Mgr. A. Roberts for a crowd- 
stopping sidewalk bally that passing 
motorists couldn’t miss. Other stunts 
included inviting retired teachers as 
guests of The Sun, afternoon daily, 
and shutins as guests of The Union, 
morning opposish. Business socko. 
Stunts netted house daily news 
breaks, including page-one displays, 
plus 8-col. art on theatre pages. 


EXHIB TESTIMONIALS 


Par’s Trailers a New Idea—Made 
by Chain Heads 











Hollywood, July 11. 

Leading exhibitors and chain 
heads will plug Paramount pictures 
in a new series of trailers innovated 
by Y. Frank Freeman. First to ap- 
pear with studio stars in praising 
quality of ‘Our Leading Citizen’ is 
M. A. Lightman, head of the Malco 
circuit in the south. 

Freeman is planning to repeat the 
formula on other pictures with Karl 
Hoblitzelle, John Balaban and other 
operators whose judgment of films is 
respected by exhibs, and whose 
hopped up gab is conducive to b.o. 





pickup. 


tion of the film. The Three Score’ 
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theme were dined at the Sagamore’ 
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Artie Shaw Hypes ‘Girl-Gambler’ 
To $25,000 in Frisco; Borrowed 146 
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San Francisco, July 11. 
With the arrival of the customary 
uly fogs which have broken an un- 
usually long spell of sunny weather, 
trade has perked considerably for 
gst of the houses, the Golden Gate 
mumping way to the fore again this 
week with Aartie Shaw on the stage. 
Fog is always welcomed by the the- 
atre men here and the tourists, who 
find the misty weather stimulating, 
enabling them to do some night club- 
ping or take in a show after doing 
the Fair. The Gate having Shaw and 
Al Bernie heading the stage contin- 
gent is doing terrific biz. apse 
‘On Borrowed Time’ is giving the 
Pafamount its best take in some time. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 30-40 )}—“Man 
‘About Town’ (Par) and ‘Grand Jury 
Secrets’) (Par) (2d wk). Holdover 
strong, in region of $12,000. Misty 
weather during four-day holiday 

eriod here upped first week to hefty 

.000. 

_o Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-65) 
e Girl and Gambler’ (RKO) and 
‘Artie Shaw on the stage. Only first- 
run in town offering flesh, getting by 
thig week with a general admission 
of 65c at night, which is 25c more 
than the highly competitive F-WC 
houses are getting. Although not 
hitting the $36,000 of Kay Kyser here 
two weeks ago, Shaw is nice at 
$25,000. Last week, ‘Panama Lady 
(RKO) and vaudeville got $13,000 in 
six days, considerably above expecta- 
ions. 

' Orpheum (F&M) — ‘Blind Alley’ 

Col) and ‘Forgotten Woman’ (U). 

ill do about $6,500. Show opened 
Wuly 4, which helped take consider- 

bly. Last week (2d), ‘Good Girls 
fo Paris’ (Col) and ‘Outside These 

alls’ (Col) ran two days short of a 
ull second week, getting strong $5,- 
4 Could have been held several 
days more, but campaign on new 
show was too far along to change 
plans. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 30-40) 
e ‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G) and ‘Moto 
Vacation’ (20th). Will grab sizable 
$14,000. Rep of the play gave ‘Bor- 
rowed Time’ a ready-made audience. 
Frisco locale for ‘Moto’ picture also a 
help. Last week, ‘Could Happen to 
You’ (20th) and ‘Boy Friend’ (20th) 
got off to a slow start, so was pulled 
after five days in order to open ‘Bor- 
rowed Time’ on July 4. Biz picked 
up a bit and ended with $7,000, which 
was better than predictions. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 30-40)— 
Mr. Chips’ (M-G) (3d wk). Sprint- 
ng towards excellent $8,000. ‘Chips’ 
ooks good for six weeks here. Last 
week’s $11,000 equaled the first week’s 
take, which is almost unheard of 


ere. 
United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
-65)—‘Hurricane’ (UA) and ‘Star 
s Born’ (UA), reissues. Cooler 
eather and record tourist trade 
ere for Fair is giving this pair of 
reissues a better break at the b.o. 
han exnected: will get by at 
000. Last week (3d), ‘Captain 
ury’ (UA) picked up some fancy 
coin when drizzle settled down for 
four days. ‘Fury’ played an extra 
$7200 during the final stint, getting 


Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 30-40)— 
‘Hell's Kitchen’ (WB) and ‘Million 

liar Legs’ (Par). Will do poor: 

000 with this weak combo. ‘Dead 

d Kids’ are poison at the b.o. at 
the first-runs. Last week (2d), 
‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Can’t Get Away 
with Murder’ (WB) got $8,000. which 
was big considering the fact that the 
holdover stint was about a grand un- 
der the first week’s take. 


‘Career’ Gets Kleig Preem 
In Lincoln, But Only 2G 


Lincoln, July 11. 

The town's sweltering and _air- 
Conditioning heralds in marquee 
figns are of equal b.o. weight with 
eatures, 

Career’ kicked off premiere style 
with Alice Eden and John Archer 
making a p.a. but biz Nn.3.g. 

- Estimates for This Week 
creetentat (NTI - Noble - Monroe) 
(750; 10-15) ‘Caliente’ (Rep) and 
panger Patrol’ (RKO), split with 

a p = 

air , ast 
Bien ‘Across Plains’ (Mono) and 
teie Rea ), -_ with ‘Moun- 
m ‘Doi F 
Ci.ac- = * 
15uineein (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
- Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). Very 
(oth $2,800. Last week, ‘Gorilla’ 
$1 ao and ‘Boy Trouble’ (Par), slow 


Nebraska ( LTC-Cooper) (1.236; 
10-25-40 )—'Man About Town’ (Par). 
Ooks socko $4.000. Last week 
Maisie’ (M-G). $3,600, good. 
os stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10- 
ss I— Tarzan’ (M-G). ‘Kids 
fenton pane place, but that's all, 
(UA), slim $2.700 a 
. Varsity (1,100; 10- 
0-25)—‘Career’ (RKO). Not good, 
fight davs only $2,000. Last week, 


Kokomo’ (WR) i 
and half days. $2,900, good, in six 








Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week.......2+..$1,281,700 
(Based on 27 cities, 163 thea- 
ig chiefly first runs, including 





Total Gross Same Week 
BMG WOGP ies ccccces 01,172,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 150 theatres) 


WASH. GIVING 
CHIPS’ BIG 
$72,000 














Washington, July 11. 
Four new pics this week, with 
One socko, one good, one dying and 
one dead. ‘Mr. Chips,’ riding on 
accumulated wealth of publicity and | 
rave preview notices, is away out| 
in front at Palace, straight pic spot. | 
‘Daughters Courageous’ and ice | 
show is second, doing above average | 
at the Earle. ‘Stronger Than De- 
sire’ and vaude at Capitol is wal- 
lowing, while ‘Career’ is being 
yanked at Keith’s tonight (Tuesday) | 
after five days. 
} 


Estimates for This Week | 


Capitol (Loew) (3.434; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G) and 
vaude. Kidoodlers not helping pic 
much against opposition and week is 
headed for brutal $11,000. Last | 
week, ‘Maisie’ (M-G} and Bowes 
unit, oke $17,500. | 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 25-40)— | 
‘Invitation Happiness’ (Par) 
run). Back after light week at Pal- | 
ace and will see oke $4,000. 





have any competition. Opening ni 
did as much as ‘Mr, Chips,’ wen a 
it best grosser in last month, heading 
for fine $12,000. Last week, ‘Tarzan’ 
(M-G) dived to $9,000 after a swell 
buildup. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972: 30-35-42- 
95)—‘Tarzan’ (M-G), Moveover far- 
ing more favorably than it did at 
State, reaping very satisfactory $4,- 
500 on all the publicity. Last week, 
aie Fury’ (UA) 4id all right with | 


’ e 








BUFF. GLOOMY: | 
TIME FAIR 66 





Buffalo, July 11. 

Gloom hangs high at local box 
offices this week, with every indi- 
cation of a heavily depressed stanza. | 
Heat wave knocked the props out| 
from under the turnstiles over the'| 
weekend and another period of | 
plenty tepid grosses is coming up. | 
Estimates for This Week 


_ Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55 )— | 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB). Slow | 
going; lucky if figure reaches sub- | 
average $10,000. Last week, ‘Man /! 
About Town’ (Par) and Merry Macs 
in vaude, good $14,700. | 

Century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35) —! 
‘Grand Jury Secrets’ (Par) and ‘Un- | 
married’ (Par). Very slim pickings 
at $3,500. Last week, ‘Hell’s Kit-| 
chen’ (WB) and ‘Girl | 
(RKO), good enough $6,500. 


‘Borrowed Time’ (M-G), 


wise only fairish. Under 
bogged down to $4,000. 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-35)—‘Su- 
sannah’ (20th) and ‘Mr. Moto’ (20th). 
Stumbling along at around $4,000. 


Last week, ‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G) | 


and ‘Code Secret Service’ (WB), 
poor $4,500. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
— ‘Code of Streets’ (U) and ‘Zero 
Hour’ (Rep). 
$4,500. 
(Col) 


Last week, ‘Blind Alley’ 
and ‘Clouds Europe’ (Col), 


(2d | okay $5,000. 





Last | 


ben Phe tag yy World’ (M-G) (2d | Seattle Dips; Peabody 


Earle (WB) (2,216: 25-35-40-66)— | 


‘Daughters (WB) and 


vaude, 


Courageous’ 


able to offset ‘Mr. Chips.’ Looks 
like above average $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Girls Paris’ (Col) and vaude, 


n.g. $13,500. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55) — 
‘Career’ (RKO). Being yanked to- 


night (Tuesday) after five days at 
floppo $2,500. Last week, ‘Five Came 
Back’ (RKO), held to surprisingly 
good $7,500. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Juarez’ 
(WB) (2d run) (2d wk). In return 
downtown following two big stanzas 
at Earle and holding to strong 
$3,700. Last week, same pic, nice 
$6,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55)—‘Mr. 
Chips’ (M-G). Leading town with 
beauteous $22,000. Last week, ‘Tar- 
zan’ (M-G), poor $9,500. 


BENNY PIC A HONEY 
IN CLEVE., $12,000 


Cleveland, July 11, 


Everything’s melting under record 
heat-spell except ‘Man About Town,’ 
which is kept in respectable brackets 
at State through infiux of youngsters 
to the national Christian Endeavor 
convention. 

Visitors also helping Hipp’s ‘Daugh- 
ters Courageous,’ but not enough, 
while ‘Career’ is getting a brush-off 
at Palace. 


Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20-35) 
—Sweepstakes Winner’ (WB) and 
‘They Asked for It’ (WB). For four 
days, mild $900. Last week, ‘Ex- 
Champ’ (U) and ‘Code of Streets’ 
(U) stronger, $1,400. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Good Girls Go Paris’ (Col). House 
had terrible week of last-minute can- 
cellations before deciding on this 
shove-over from Hipp, which is 
worth only $3,000, average. Last 
week, ‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) 
earned neat $3,500 as result of excel- 
lent notices. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Daughters Courageous’ (WB). Was 
smartly peddied and weekend built 
up fast, but doubtful if it can beat 
heat for anything better than $8,000, 
okay. Last week, ‘Susannah’ (20th) 
took a beating, $6,000, catching only 
juves. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Career’ (RKO). A grand cam- 
paign couldn’t offset lack of marqu~e 
power, despite critics’ bouquets; 
$4,000 in sight, nearly season’s low 
unless it gets cooler. Last week, ‘Sun 
Never Sets’ (U) only $5,000, which 
also stunned house. 

State (Loew's) (3,450: 30-35-42-55) 








Ice show getting all the} 
vaude trade and pic is only thing} 


_ Hypoes ‘Cop’ to $5,000 





Seattle, July 11. 

| Summer doldrums prevail, now 
i that Old Sol is acting up, with the 
| lure to outdoors, night racing on oc- 
casion at Longacres and baseball 
under the arcs when the Seattle 
team, battling for top spot in the 


ing—against theatres. 

Eddie Peabody is at the Sterling 
Palomar, proving a nice hypo there. 
The house is solo on the film end. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42) ‘Panama Lady’ 
(RKO) and _ Louis-Galento fight, 
three days, split with ‘Susannah’ 
(20th) and ‘Panama Lady’ (RKO). 


Very poor $1,500. Last week, 
‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘6,000 Enemies’ 
(M-G), (2d wk.), five days, slow 
$1,500. 

Coliseum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 21-27-32)—‘Hardys’ (M-G) 
and ‘Baskervilles’ (20th). Catching 


on for big $4,000. Last week, ‘Broad- 
way Seranade’ (M-G) and ‘Wuther- 
a! (UA), second run, big 


Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 
‘Texas Steers’ (Rep) and ‘Spy Hunt’ 
(Col), split with ‘Drummond’ (Par). 
Anticipate only $1,900, slow. Last 
week, ‘Trouble Sundown’ (RKO) 
and ‘Son Criminal’ (Col), split with 
‘Long Ranger’ (Rep) episode and 
‘Boy Trouble’ (Par), okay $1,800. 


Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349: 27-37-42)—‘Kildare’ 
(M-G) and ‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G). 


Look for poor $6,000. Last week, ‘In- 
vitation Happiness’ (Par) ana 
‘Never Die’ (Par) (2d wk.), four 
days, $2,400, fair. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-32-42)— 
‘Girls Go Paris’ (Col) and ‘Outside 
Walls’ (Col) (2d wk.). 
$3,800, fair. Last week, same films, 
$5.800, good. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 27-37-42)—‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) 
(2d wk.). Indicates socko $5,500; 
Last week, same film, $6,000, great. 

Orpheum’ (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 27-37-42) — ‘Naughty Nice’ 
(WB) and ‘Hotel Imperial’ (Par). 
Looking for fair $4,200. Last week, 
‘Susannah’ (20th) and ‘Made Her 
Spy’ (RKO), $4,300, fair. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37-42)—‘Married Cop’ (Rep) and 
vaude, Eddie Peabody headlining. 
Anticipated good $5,000. Last week, 
‘Mountain Rhythm’ (Rep) and ‘Un- 
+ aed (Par), plus vaude, $5,200 
ig. 

Paramount (Hamrici--Everzreen) 
(3039-27-37-42)—‘Man About Town’ 
(Par) (2d wk.), and ‘Code Streets’ 
(U). See good $4800. Last week 
‘Town’ (Par) and ‘With Murder’ 


Gambler’ | 


Kay Kyser’s $38,000 Record at LA. 
Par With Secrets; FTP °2-a-Day 
Vaude Unit No Help to Orph, $8,500 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
free ee $243,400 
(Based on 11 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
| eo er $189,700 
(Based on 10 theatres) 








‘COURAGEOUS’ 
OK $12,500 IN 
DROOPY HUB 


Boston, July 11. 
They're moanin’ low all over town 
this week at the underslung b.o. tal- 
lies. Blistering heat wave of several 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 30-50)— | on duration was a logical alibi; 

Looks | 
passable by comparison, but other- | 
$6,000. | 
Last week, ‘Five Came Back’ (RKO), | 


the weekend trade slumped 
sharply as department stores began 
their Saturday closing schedules (8). 
Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 20-30-40)— 
‘Inside Information’ (U) and ‘Panama 
Lady’ (RKO) (both Ist. run), four 
day-; ‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) and 





Looks weak at around | 


Coast league, is in town, all conspir-. 


Expected | 


‘Blind Alley’ (Col) (both 2d run), 
three days. Heading for pale $4,500. 
Last week ‘Dodge City’ (WB) (3d 
run) and ‘Jane Arden’ (WB) (2d 
run), dual, one day; ‘Made Spy’ 
(RKO) (ist run) and ‘Wife’s Rela- 
| tions’ (Rep) (2d run), dual, three 


| days; and ‘Big Town Czar’ (U) and 
; ae from Mexico’ (RKO) (both ist 
| run), dual, three days, $5,000. 

| Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40-55) 
| —‘Naughty but Nice’ (WB) and ‘Man 
| Who Dared’ (WB), double. N-.s.g. 
| $4,000 indicated. Last week ‘Invita- 
| tion Happiness’ (Par) and ‘Under- 
,cover Doctor’ (Par) (both 2d run), 
| dual, $4,500. 


| Keith Memorial (RKO) )2,907; 25- 
| 35-40-55 )—Five Came Back’ (RKO) 
and ‘Career’ (RKO), dual, with fight 
pix. On the weak side, around $12,- 
000. Last week ‘Sun Sets’ (U) and 
‘Everybody's Baby’ (20th), double, 
fair $12,500. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55) — ‘Daughters Courageous’ 
(WB) and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), dual. 
Holding own in a droopy week for 
all Hub houses, $12,500. Last week 
‘Man About Town’ (Par) and ‘Grand 
Jury’ (Par), dual, $13,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Parents 
Trial’ (Col), dual. Holdover very 
good $13,500 and the town’s standou 
even against first run product, Firs 
week smasho $20,500. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55'—‘Naughty but Nice’ (WB) 
and ‘Man Who Dared’ (WB), double. 
Not so nice, $6,000. Last week ‘In- 
vitation Happiness’ (Par) and ‘Un- 
dercover Doctor’ (Par) (both 2d 
run), double, $6,800. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Invitation Happiness’ (Par) and 
‘Undercover Doctor’ (Par) (both 3d 
run), dual. Aiming at dull $3,000, 
Last week ‘Lincoln’ (20th) and ‘Ko- 
komo’ (WB) (both 2d run), dual, 
Okay $4,500. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55)— 
‘Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Parents on Trial’ 
(Col) (2d week), dual. Will get 
$8,500 or better. Last week same 
bill socked in $16,500. 


Heat Dents Toronto, 
But Benny OK $7,000 


, Toronto, July 11. 
Terrific heat wave is cutting at- 
tendance cruelly, only bright spots 
being ‘Man About Town’ and ‘It’s a 
Wonderful World.’ Rest of outlook 
fairly dismal. 
All houses dualling this week. 


Estimates for This Week 








Imperial (FP-Can) (3,373; 25-35- 
40)—‘Man About Town’ (Par) and 
‘Undercover Doctor’ (Par). Very 


good $7,200. Last week, ‘Susannah’ 
(20th) and ‘Some Like It Hot’ (Par), 
disappointing $5,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,611; 25-35-50)— 
‘Wonderful World’ (M-G) and ‘Blind 
Alley’ (Col). Excellent $7,100. Last 
week, ‘Dr. Kildare’ (M-G) and ‘King 
Turf’ (UA), fine $6,800. 

Tivoli (FP-Can) (1,433; 25-40)— 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par) and ‘Never Die’ 
(Par). Good enough $3,400. Last 


week, ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB) and ‘Jane 





(FN), great $8.600. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 21-27- 
32)—‘Dark Victory’ (WB) and ‘Cas- 
tles’ (RKO) (2nd run) (2d wk). 
Garnering big $2,200. Last weck 





—‘Man About Town’ (Par). Doesn't 


same films, $3,000, great. 


Arden’ (WB), so-so $3,100. 

Uptown (FP-Can) (2,761; 25-35-50) 
—Clouds Europe’ (Col) and ‘Ban- 
ners Over Ottawa” (ASN) (2d wk). 
Fair $5,500. Last week, good $7,100. 


Los Angeles, July 11. 
Paramount with Kay Kyser and 
orchestra on stage is making a clean 
sweep of town’s biz currently, and 
incidentally hanging up new attend- 
ance record, previously held by Mae 
West, in person and on screen, some- 
thing less than year ago. Kyser, do- 
ing about 17 mins. of pop music and 
remainder of an hour’s time with 
his ‘College of Musical Knowledge.’ 


|hung up new opening day record, 


doing five shows, and will set a 
new record for singlé week at the 
Paramount. Last week, his $36,000 
at the Golden Gate, Frisco, set a rec- 
ord there. 

Straight picture houses are. not 
faring so well, only exception being 
Four Star, where ‘Chips’ is now in 
ninth week of a 10-week engage- 
ment. Opus moves (21) to Carthay 
Circle for continued run, and will 
be replaced there Aug. 16 by Metro’s 
‘Wizard of Oz.’ 

Only other bright spots in town 


currently are the Warner day-daters, 
enlivened through presence on 
screen of ‘Captain Fury,’ although 
no panic. 


Estimates for This Week 
Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
30-40-55-75 )}—Stronger than Desire’ 
(M-G) and ‘They All Come Out’ 
(M-G) dual. Biz failing to live up 
to billing; dismal $6,300. Last week, 
‘Susannah’ (20th) and ‘Gorilla’ 
(20th), fair $8,400. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Capt. Fury’ (UA) and ‘Man 
Who Dared’ (WB) dual. Showing 
strength for neat $9,000. Last week, 
‘Kid Kokomo’ (WB). not hot $8,000. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—Mr. Chips’ (M-G) (9th week). 
Sticks here until (20) and then 
moves to Carthay for continued run 
after 10 weeks at the Wilshire blvd. 
house. Ninth week looks good for 
another sweet $5,000 after eighth 
piled up strong $5,800. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Capt. Fury’ (UA) and ‘Man 
Who Dared’ (WB) dual. Slightly 
behind its day-dater (Downtown) 
for satisfactory $8,000. Last week 
‘Kid Kokomo’ (WB), so-so $7,500. 

Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 25-30- 
35-40)—‘Panama Patrol’ (GN) and 
vaudeville. ‘Two-a-Day’ on stage, 
condensed to 75 min. after long 
Federal Theatre run, helped pile up 


$8,500, but not very profitable. Last 
week, ‘Drummond’ (Par) and 
‘Gracie Allen’ (Par), weak $6,000 


on six days. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Clouds Over Europe’ (Col) and 
‘Forgotten Woman’ (U) dual. Very 
little interest so terrible $5,100 best 
in sight. Last week, ‘Girls Go Paris’ 
(Col) and ‘First Offenders’ (Col), 
fair $7,800. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595: 40-55)— 
‘Grand Jury Secrets’ (Par) and 
stage show. Kay Kyser band on 
stage hanging up new week’s record 
with terrific $38,000 in sight. Pre- 
vious record set year ago by Mae 
West was $34,500. Kyser doing five 
and six shows every day. Last week, 
‘Undercover Doctor’ (Par), brutal 


$8,000. 

RKO (2,872: 30-40-55)—‘Clouds 
Over Europe’ (Col) and ‘Forgotten 
Woman’ (U) dual. Poor $5,100 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Good Girls’ (Col) 
and ‘Trapped in Sky’ (Col), fairish 
$7,800. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414: 30-40- 
55-75 )—‘Stronger than Desire’ (M-G) 
and ‘They All Come Out’ (M-G) 
dual. Nobody worth mentioning 
coming out so answer is very slim 
$7,500. Last week. ‘Susannah’ (20th) 
and ‘Gorilla’ (20th), topped $10,100, 


okay. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100: 30- 
40-55)—‘Susannah’ (20th) and ‘Go- 
rilla’ (20th) dual. Okay $3.100 on 
moveover. Last week. ‘Tarzan’ 
(M-G) and ‘Maisie’ (M-G), brutal 
$2.200. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Susannah’ (20th) and ‘Gorilla’ 
(20th) dual. Shirley no #0 on this 
moveover with poor %3,400 the an- 
swer. Last week, ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) 
and ‘Maisie’ (M-G), poor $3,400. 


KEIGHLEYS BACK FROM 
HONEYMOON CRUISE 


William Keighley, Warner Bros. 
director, returned from a _ three- 
month honeymoon cruise last week, 
landing in New York Thursday (6), 
accompanied by Genevieve Tobin, 
his new wife. He carried special 
background shots he photographed 
at Penang Isle, Indo-China, for use 
in ‘White Rajah,’ which he probably 
will direct for Errol Flynn. 

The Keighleys had hardly arrived 
at the hotel in N. Y. before Mrs. 
Keighley was asked to report for a 
production on the Coast. She planed 
out Thursday night. Keighley fin- 
ished directing ‘Each Dawn We Die’ 











before leaving Hollywood last April 
14. 
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Strike Shuts Indpls. 


| 


Vaudilmer; 


Tarzan’ Sweet $10,500, Others Off 








Indianapolis, July 11. | 
Though the 1,900-seat vaudfilm | 
Lyric is shuttered because of a stage- | 
hand walkout, coin is not going to) 
other houses as might be expected. | 
Natives are ducking the heat at the| 
beaches, and nabes are getting some 
of the coin. 
Loew's is topping the downtown | 
area with ‘Tarzan Finds a Son’ and | 
‘Missing Daughters,’ latter picture | 
hindering instead of helping by | 
slowing down the weekend turnover. 
Apollo is getting along nicely on a 
moveover from the Circle of ‘Man}| 
About Town’ and ‘Undercover Doc- | 
tor.’ Circle, dualling ‘Mikado’ and | 
‘Sun Never Sets,’ is suffering from 
lack of pull in both pics. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)), ‘Man About Town’ (Par) and 
‘Undercover Doctor’(Rep). Moveover 
from Circle; nice $3,500. Last week, 
‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) and ‘Girl 
Mexico’ (RKO), fairish $2,200. 





Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40), ‘Mikado’ (U) and ‘Sun Never 
Sets’ (U). Okay over weekend, but 





sagging on week days to poor $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Man About Town’ (Par) 
and ‘Undercover Doctor’ (Rep), 
strong $9,800. | 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40), | 
‘Tarzan’ (M-G) dualled with ‘Miss- | 
ing Daughters’ (Col). Topping the| 
town with socko $10,500. Last week, | 
second week on ‘Chips’ (M-G) and | 
‘Tell No Tales’ (M-G), fair $5,000. 

Lyric (Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40). 
Closed this week due to stagehand 
strike. Last week, ‘Kid Kokomo’ 
(WB) and Bert Wheeler heading 
vaude, poor $8,000. 


‘CLOUDS, ‘MAN ABOUT’ 
$6,000 EACH, MONT'L 


Montreal, July 11. 
Vacation time and outdoors com- 








= 


| Side Heaven’ 


and ‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G) good | 
$8,000 in six days. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Ex-Champ’ (U) and ‘House of 
Fear’ (U). Average $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Captain Fury’ (UA) and} 
‘Zenobia’ (UA), good $4,000. | 

Riatitio (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘East | 
(U), after a week at 


each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Big Town Czar’ (U). Average 
$1,800. Last week, ‘Jaurez’ (WB), 


after a week at each the Denver and 
Aladdin, and ‘Sweepstakes Winner 
(FN), okay $2,000. 


Public Sings, But 
Omaha B.0.s Sad; 
‘Career’ Good 56 


Omaha, July 11. 

Summer doldrums hit this burg 
smack in the nose with the first week 
of typical Nebraska temperatures in | 
the high 90s and 100s. So-so product | 
not helping much. 

‘Man About Town’ is holding a 
second stanza at the Omaha. ‘Susan- 
nah of Mounties’ is not up to previ- 
ous Temples at the Orpheum. | 

New competish in form of Sunday 
night community Vings, drawing 12.,- 
500 and sponsored by local dailies, 
also hurting theatres. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Avenue - Dundee - Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-600-950; 10-25) — ‘Bell’ 
(20th) and ‘With Murder’ 











‘Sweenstakes Winner’ (FN) 
; $1,700, good. Last week, ‘Union Pa- | 


cific? (Par), split with ‘Broadway 





(M-G), dual, $1,700. 
Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Career’ (RKO). and ‘Girl | 








bined with heat wave have emptied 


currently since there is nothing 
standout in town. Best take not 
likely to exceed $6,000, for which 
Palace and Loew’s are both pacing 
on ‘Man About Town’ and ‘Clouds 
Over Europe.’ Rest so-so. 
Estimates for This Week 


Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Man About Town’ (Par). Sighting 
$6,000, good enough. Last week ‘In- 
vitation’ (Par) $5,000, weak. 

Capitel (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) and ‘Girl 
Mexico’ (RKO). Cannot see better 
than $4,000, poor. Last week ‘Susan- 
nah’ (20th) and ‘Jones Family’ (20th) 
dual, poor $4,000. 

Loew's (CT) (2,800; 30-40-60)— 
‘Clouds Europe’ (Col). May gross 
$6,000, good. Last week’s third ses- 
sion of ‘Juarez’ (WB) faded to $2,900. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 


theatres past week and will repeat | Trim and recent premiere in Des 


Gambler’ (RKO). ‘Career’s’ Iowa | 


Moines helping to $5,000, nice. Last 
week, ‘Girls Go Paris’ (Col) and 
| ‘Parents Trial’ (Col), $5,000, dandy. 
Omaha (Blank) (2,000; 10-25-40)— 
‘Man About Town’ (Par) (2d week) 
and ‘Back Door Heaven’ (Par) (lst 
week). Slipping to $6,500, fair. Last 
week, ‘Man About Town’ and ‘Jane 
Arden’ (WB), $9,800, socko. 
Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—‘Susannah’ (20th) and ‘Women 
Wind’ (WB). Below other Temples, 
but okay at $9,000. Last week, 
‘Never Die’ (Par) and Ella Logan 


—‘Southward Ho’ (Rep), ‘Made Her 
Spy’ (RKO) and ‘Whispering Ene- 


mies’ ; 
with ‘Across Plains’ 


(Col), first-run tripler, split 
(Mono), first- 


run; ‘Bell’ (20th) and ‘With Murder’ 


good. 


(FN), tripler. Aiming at $1,700, 
Last week, ‘Renegade Trail’ 


(Par), ‘Lone Wolf Spy Hunt’ (Col), 


first-runs, and ‘Wuthering Heights’ 


| (UA), tripler, split with ‘Union Pa- | 
cific’ (Par), $1,700, good. 





Det.'s Junglers, 


Tarzan’ Looks 


Tops At $11,500 





Detroit, July 11. 


Little upbeat noticeable at the 


boxoffices hereabouts, most of if be- 


ing confined to the thermometer. 


Jungle offerings provide chief bait at 


two major spots, the Fox showing 


‘Five Came Back’ along with ‘The 
Gorilla,’ while Michigan is playing 
‘Tarzan Finds a Son’ and ‘Stronger 


Than Desire.’ 


‘Good Girls Go to Paris’ 
|‘Clouds Over Europe’ (UA), both sec- 
ond runs. 


Victor a tossup. 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 

(Col) and 


Moved here after week’s 


sesh at the Fox, headed for fair $4,- 


000. 


65)—‘Five Came -Back’ 
‘Gorilla’ 


| Last 





heading stage show, $13,400, n.s.h. 
Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 


Last week playing ‘Sussanah’ 
(20th) (2d run) and ‘Baskervilles’ 
(20th) (2d run), fair $4,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
(RKO) and 
(20th), dual. Paced for 
mediocre $11,000. Last week fair 
$11.400 for ‘Good Girls’ (Col) and 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65) — ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) plus 
‘Stronger Than Desire’ (M-G), dual. 
Looks like $11,500, fair to middlin.’ 
stanza mediocre $10,500 for 
‘Man About Town’ (Par) combined 


| ‘Clouds Europe’ (UA). 


| with ‘Undercover Doctor’ (Rep). 


Palms-State (UD) (3,000; 30-40-50) 


- ‘ (FN),|_-Man About Town’ (Par) (2d run) 
dual, split with ‘Spy Hunt’ “5 land ‘Grand Jury Secrets’ (Par), dual. 
: : ; ana | Benny opus moved here after stanza 
Ambush’ (Par), tripler. Headed for |at Michigan; locks only $4,200, poor. 


Last week moderate $5,000 for 
‘Kokomo’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Zero 


Serenade’ (M-G) and ‘Within Law’ | Hour’ (Rep). 





Benny- Unmarried, 736, 
Happy in Hot Prov. 


Povidence, July 11. 

Despite a heat wave which has 
thermometers hovering around the 
90’s, main stands aren’t doing so 
badly. ‘Coolest spot in town’ line is 
being played to the hilt by theatres’ 
with plenty of takers. 

‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ is strong at 
State, with ‘Man About Town,’ 
Strand, next inline. - 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Kokomo’ (WB) and ‘Nancy 
Drew’ (WB) (2d run), dual. Poor 








‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘King Chinatown’ 
(Par) dual. Mediocre $2,800. Last 
week “Moonlight Sonata’ (Brit) and 
‘Spirit Culver’ (U) dual, fair $3,200. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Captive of Nazi’ (Indie) and ‘Moto’s 
Warning’ (20th) dual (2d week). Not 
likely better than $1,200 after weak 
$2,200 first week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Femme du Boulanger’ 
(4th week). Maybe $800, in red, after 
bare $900 last week. 

St. Dennis (France-Film) (2,300; 
20-34)—‘La Marseillaise’ and ‘Ameri- 
can Bar.’ So-so $3,000 is best guess. 
Last week also poor $3,000 on ‘L’Af- 
faire Lafargue’ and ‘Le Reserviste 
Improvise.’ 


‘CHIPS,’ $12,000, BENNY, 





Desire’ Very Weak $3,900 in Hot 
Philly; Daughters’ Socko $18,500 





Philadelphia, July 11. 


ing for a discouraging weekend, it’s 
all a case of product in Philly this 
session—and the stuff is there in at 
least two of the deluxers, so the 
aggregate is looking up. The biggies 
are ‘Daughters Courageous,’ which 
got off at the Stanley to the plaudits 
of the crix and is walloping out a 
tremendous score, and ‘Chips,’ which 
is registering a nifty second week at 
the Boyd. 

__ The Earle, which has been suffer- 
ing in recent weeks with lower- 
bracket product, is showing some 
spurt this turn with ‘Hell’s Kitchen,’ 


With the towering mercury mak-|h 





although there still is nothing to 


$11,500, DENVER TOPS) itzsine. the’ towns "totat down i 





Denver, July 11. 

‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’ and ‘Man 
About Town,’ at the Orpheum and 
Denham respectively, are running a 
close race for lead, with both set to 
hold over. Both houses are having 
standouts every night. 

Other spots are average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)—™Mr. 
Lincoln’ (20th), after a week at the 
Denver. Good $3,500. Last week, 
‘East Side Heaven’ (U), after week 
at Denver, good $4.000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750: 25-35- 
40)—‘Man About Town’ (Par). Big 
$11,500 and h.o.s. Last week, ‘Hotel 
Imperial’ (Par), poor $4,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2.525: 25-35-40)— 
‘Susannah’ (20th) and stage show. 
Average $9500. Last week, ‘Mr. 
Lincoln’ (20th). nice $10.000. 

Orvhenm (RKO) (2.600: 25-35-40) 
Chins’ (M-G) ard ‘Fixer 
Dugan’ (RKO)... Big $12.000 and 
holds. Last week, ‘Maisie’ (M-G) 


‘Stronger Than Desire’ at the Stan- 
ton, which seems to be suffering 
from unfortunate booking as much 
as anything. Strictly an action pal- 
ace, this pic even has a title that’s 
too sophisticated for the cops ‘n’ 
robber trade. 


patterns 
Warners are currently employing 
fluid policies in the second-runs and 
lesser firsts. Karlton, which has 
been getting second runs, takes a 
tee-off with ‘On Borrowed Time’ on 
Friday (14); Stanton, which started 
the summer _ season taking the 
bounces of the top pix, is back with 
first-runs, while the Palace, spotted 
for third runs in the design of 


immediately out of the deluxers. 
These changes result from first-run 
holdovers that make it necessary to 
delve. for other new product. 
Estimates for This Weck 
Boyd (WB) (2,300; 32-42-57)— 
‘Chips’ (M-G) (2a wk). Stacking 
‘em up to lofty $13,500 after an 
equally good $20,000 last week. 
‘Hardys Spring Fever’ (M-G) is 

















awaiting its entrance cue, but will 
ave to stay in the wings at least 


another stanza. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 26-32-42)— 
‘Fell’s Kitchen’ (WB). ‘Dead-end- 
ers’ seem to be catching on slightly 
better on their first appearance at 
this house than they have in Philly 
in the past. Clicking off $7,000, sat- 
isfactory. Last week, ‘6,000 Enemies’ 
(M-G) aided by Louis-Galento fight 
not so bad at $6,500. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-37-42-57-68)— 
‘Sun Sets’ (U). Clyde McCoy band 
on stage. Flesh hypo continues to 
give this house comparatively bet- 
ter scores than others are achieving, 
but weak, nevertheless, at $17,000. 
Last week, ‘Naughty Nice’ (WB), 
with Bruce Cabot, Bea Wain and 
Milt Britton band on boards, about 
the same at $16,800. 

Karliten (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57)— 
‘Susannah’ (20th) (2d run). Weak 
sister at $3,700. Last week, ‘Invita- 
tion Happiness’ (Par) (2d run), col- 


Rather than stick to the standard | lected $4,500 in nine days, not good. 
they formerly followed, 


Palace (WB) (1.100; 26-42)— 
‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) (2d run). 
Not up to its first-run standard at 
mediocre $4,500. Last week, ‘Juarez’ 
(WB) (3d run), continuec to show 
strength at $5,500 after 33 days in 
town, 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57) — 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB). With 
aid of the crix got away handsomely 


;and is set for around $18,500, en- 
Philly bookings, is now taking them | 


titling it to at least one more week. 
Last week, ‘Man About Town’ (Par), 
very weak $13.000. 


Stanten (WB) (1.457; 26-32-42)— 
‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G). Hardly an 
understandable booking in _ this 


house, except for the necessity of 
getting new product into the sub- 
sequents. Very poor $3,900. Last 
week, ‘Capt. Fury’ (UA) (2d run), 
strong $5,600. 





Chins’ Big $11,000, Dix Fine $4,000, 
Girls Good 4G, ‘Career’ NG 26, Mp 





vv 


$1,800. Last week, ‘Susannah’ (20th) 
and “Could Happen’ (20th) (2nd 
run), dual, fair $2,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) and ‘Naughty 
Nice’ (WB), dual, Good $6,000 
spotted. Last week, ‘Kokomo’ (WB) 
and ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB), fair $5,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Five Came 
Back’ (RKO), dual. Strongest in 
town and paced for swell $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Stronger Desire’ (M-G) 
and ‘Exile Express’ (GN), dual, 
failed to hold and garnered only so- 
so $8,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50)— 
‘Man About Town’ (Par) and ‘Un- 
married’ (Par), dual. Stepping 
along to swell $7,500. Last week, 
‘Stolen Life’ (Par) and ‘Street Miss- 
ing Men’ (Rep), good $5,800. 


Chins Dual, 86, 
High in Lville 
Despite Outdoors 


Louisville, July 11. 

"Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ on a dual 
with ‘Parents on Trial’ at Loew’s 
State, is setting the b.o. pace cur- 
rently and, with a Thursday (6) start 
(one day earlier than other down- 
town houses), will pile up a profit- 
able gross. ‘Mikado,’ dualed at the 
Rialto, is snaring some biz from mu- 
sic lovers and students, but returns 
disappointing. 

Summer operetta season is going 
into second week with ‘Roberta’ at 
Iroquois. Plenty of newspaper and 
radio plugs are helping boost pat- 
ronage. 

Night ball games at Parkway Field, 
and an undoubtedly large radio audi- 
ence, are putting a crimp in pic 
grosses. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,000; 15-30-40 )—‘Man About Town’ 
(Par) and ‘Bulldog Drummond’s 
Bride’ (Par). Holding up well on! 
moveover from Rialto, pointing to 
oke $1,800. Last week, ‘Tarzan’ 
(M-G) and ‘Missing Daughters’ (Col), 
fair enough $1,700. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-22)— 
‘Bell’ (20th) and ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB), 
split with ‘Lady’s Ky.’ (Par) and 
‘Union Pacific’ (Par). Low admish 
inviting some patronage, currently 
looks like fairish $1,500. Last week, 
‘Three Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Castles’ 
(RKO), summer average $1,400. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40)—‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Par- 
ents Trial’ (Col). For last month 
house has been opening new bill on 
Thursdays and copping a nice slice of 
biz by that policy. ‘Chips’ pacing the 
town and aiming at sizable gross, 
considering everything, probably fine 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Maisie’ (M-G) 
and ‘6,000 Enemies’ (M-G), exceeded 
expectations, snaring good $6,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40) —‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB). 
Mild tempo at the wicket currently, 
but single-feature policy finding favor 
with quite a few patrons. Dead End 
Kids b.o. draw apparently lessening, 
present opus looks like probable $2,- 
700, mild. Last week, ‘Naughty, 
Nice’ (WB), fairish $2,800. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 15- 
30-40-) — ‘Mikado’ (U) and ‘They 
Asked for It’ (U). Combo of Tech- 
nicolor pic and Kenny Baker pulling 
some juve trade and a smattering of 
music lovers, but general pace slow. 
Will wind up with below average 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Man About Town’ 
(Par) and ‘Drummond's Bride’ (Par), 
fine $8,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 15- 
30-40) —‘Grand Jury Secrets’ (Par) 
and ‘Heritage Desert’ (Par), pair of 
programmers of doubtful strength, 
probably $2,800. weak. Last week, 
‘Man Godfrey’ «U) and ‘Dark House’ 
(U) ‘reissues), accounted for fair 
$2,900. 











Can’t Stay Away 


Ho!lywood, July 11. 
Burgess Meredith, absent from the 
screen for several years, returns in 
Warners ‘20,000 Years in Sing Sing,’ 
rolling this week. 
Actor recently appeared in ‘Star 
Wagon’ on Broadway. 





WB Holds Dead Ender 


Hollywood, July 11. 
First of the Dead End Kids to be 
signed solo to a new contract at 
Warners is Leo Gorcey. 
Youngster’s first assignment under 
the new pact is ‘20,000 Years in Sing 
Sing.’ 








Minneapolis, July 11. 

‘Mr. Chips’ and ‘Man of Conquest’ 
are garnering the boxoffice laurels 
currently. Their good showing con- 
stitutes the semblance of a comeback 
for local biz after the previous 
week’s backsliding, but in the aggre- 
gate it’s not sufficiently healthy to 
warrant any cheers. 

The ‘Gateway to Hollywood’ win- 
ners apparently aren't magnets 
enough to keep ‘Career’ above water 
and it will be yanked out of the Or- 
pheum after only four days. Many 
nice things are being said about 
‘Good Girls Go to Paris,’ but the b.o, 
leaves something to be desired. 

Both ‘Mr. Chips’ and ‘Conquesi’ 
have had the benefit of heavy adver- 
tising campaigns and both are jus- 
tifying the money and effort that 
have been expended on them. Fore 
mer will run at least two weeks 
downtown. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25), 
‘Grand Jury Secrets’ (Par) and ‘Chan 
in Reno’ (20th), dual first-runs, plus 
Louis-Galento fight films (2d run), 
Looks like pretty good $1,800. Last 
week, ‘Undercover Doctor’ «(Par) and 


‘6,000 Enemies’ (M-G), dual first< 
runs, $1,200, fair. 
Century (Par-Singer) (1.600: 25- 


35-40), ‘Good Girls Go Paris’ (Col), 
Very well-liked picture and copped 
good notices; another depression suf- 
ferer, however; will have to do some 
tall stretching to top mild $4.000. 
Last week, ‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d wk), 
$3,500, mild. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998: 25), 
‘Man of Conquest’ (Rep). Much 
praise for this one, which has been 
very weil sold; had ’em coming from 
start and should hold up well; fine 
$4,000 in prospect. Last week, ‘Go- 
rilla’ (20th), $3,000 for six days. good, 

Granada (Par) (900; 25-35), ‘Hardys 
Ride High’ (M-G). First nabe show- 
ing heading for good $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Union Pacific’ (Par) split with 
‘Lucky Night’ (M-G), $2,600, good. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800: 25- 
35-40), ‘Career’ (RKO). Booked in 
on account of ‘Gateway to Holly- 
wood’ contest having been held here. 
Showing little boxoffice punch, how- 
ever, and will bow out after four 
poor days, $2,000. ‘Daughters Cours 
ageous’ (WB) opens today (11). Last 
week, ‘Susannah’ (20th), Major 
Bowes’ revue and Louis-Galento fight 
pictures, $11,000, mild. 

State (Par-Singer) (2.300; 25-35 
40), ‘Mr. Chips’ (M-G). Sold as one 
of best pictures ever and deliverin 
big in audience satisfaction: critics 
raves, too; effective advertising came 
paign helped to build up advance in- 
terest and got fine opening: headed 
for big $11,000. Last week. ‘Man 
About Town’ (Par), $5.200, mild. 

Time (Gilman) (290; 25-35-40), 
‘Dark Rapture’ (U) (2d wk). Winds 
up fortnight run, mild $500 in pros- 
pect. Last week, $800, fair. 


HEAT HURTS B’KLYN 


Coney’s the Big Attraction; ‘Tarzan’ 
Dual Dull 14G 








Brooklyn, July 11. 

Another scorching weekend found 
most of borough’s population sitting 
in bathtubs, or dunking in Coney’s 
water. Downtown deluxers, as rey 
sult, suffered considerably and will 
come through with so-so biz. 

Best of the lot is Fabian’s Paras 
mount with ‘Daughters Courageous 
and ‘Outside These Walls.’ RKO 
Albee, with Temple in ‘Susannah of 
Mounties’ and Velez in ‘Girl From 
Mexico,’ plus new March of Time, is 
giving Par some competition. 

Estimates For This Week 

Albee (3,274; 25-35-50 )—‘Susannah” 
(20th) and ‘Girl Mexico’ (RKO), 
plus March of Time. Will get mod- 
erate $17,000. Last week, ‘Mr. Line 
coln’ (20th) and ‘Chan’ (20th), fair 
$16.000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘Invitation 
Happiness’ (Par) and ‘Undercover 
Doctor’ (Rep). Meek $14.000. Last 
week, ‘Clouds Europe’ ‘Col) and 
‘Gracie Allen’s Murder’ (Par), quiet 
$14,500. 

Met (3,618; 25-35-50) — ‘Tarzan 
Finds Son’ (M-G) and ‘Zero Hour’ 
(Rep). Dull $14,000. Last week, ‘Tell 


Tales’ (M-G) and ‘Zenobia’ ‘UA), 
okay $15,000. 

Paramount (4,126: 25-35-50) — 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) and 
‘Outside These Walls’ (Col). Okay 
$19,000. Last week, ‘Juare:’ «WB) 


and ‘Secret Service’ (WB) ‘(3d wk.), 
fair $15,000. 





Send Another Script 


Hollywood, July 11. 

F. G. Presnell, author of ‘Send 
Another. Coffin,’ signed a five-year 
contract with Walter Wanger for 
five more whodunits built around the 
same central character, John Webb, 
lawyer-detective. 

Novels will be published by Wi- 
liam Morrow. 
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Hoyts-GUIT. Deal Surprises Aussie 
Officials: May Include Carroll Houses 





Sydney, June 20. 
e New York deal between Hoyts 
x) and Greater Union The- 
merger basis, full details 
have not been released, 
came as a surprise to home officials 
of both organizations. Denials were 
in evidence all along the line, but 
the merger becomes effective as 
from January 1, 1940. There is good 
reason to believe that Dan Carroll 
will also become associated in the 
tieup, through certain holdings by 
ev. T. in a couple of Queensland 
houses on the major Birch, Carroll, 
loop. 

eo Dan E. Michalove (20th) 
was out here last year he attempted 
to swing a biz link between Hoyts 
and Dan Carroll in an ace Queens- 
land house. The fact that Carroll 
reached N. Y. around the same time 
as Charles Munro, plus fact that 
Norman B. Rydge waited over until 
Munro and Carroll arrived, points 
to a deal of some sort to include 
Carroll. 

A merger between the two units 
was in the air some 18 months ago, 
but slipped away through failure to 
agree on terms. Rydge stated just 
prior to his N.Y. trip that nothing 
would alter his determination to 
stick to a solo policy. Plenty must 
have taken place in a short time in 
N.Y. to cause his change of front. 

Inside reports say the bankers 
hinted to both sides that further 
bickerings were of little help in 
building up biz; also said that the 
N.Y. moguls, fearing further heavy 
legislation in Victoria, South Aus- 
tralia and Queensland, similar to that 
already operative in New South 
Wales, suggested to Munro and 
Rydge that it would be better for 
all concerned if the two units were 
to come together on a suitable work- 
ing arrangement covering product, 
etc. 

Hoyts’ executives here had no 
comment to make on merger move. 
John Goulston, acting chairman of 
G. U. T., refused to issue any state- 
ment on get-together angle. 


Hoyts’ Officials Deny 
Any Executive Shakeup 


Spokesman for Hoyts’ circuit 
board of directors nere flatly deny 
any change of management is con- 
templated and claims that Charles 
Munro, managing director, and Mau- 
rice Sloman, general manager, will 
stay in their present posts. Reports 
were that Munro might be ef- 
fected in a shakeup in management, 
and Sloman moved to a higher spot. 
These, however, indicated that no 
shifts would be made until Dan 
Michalove arrived here, probably in 
August. 

Hoyts’ directorate here is credited 
with expressing every confidence in 
both Munro and Sloman, both now 
in New York. 


Th 
(20th-Fo 
atres on a 
of which 





Says Michalove 

Both Dan Michalove, of National 
Theatres, which holds a substantial 
interest in Hoyts, and C. E. Munro 
denied there would be any changes 
in Hoyts circuit management. 
Michalove said he knew of no 
changes contemplated in Hoyts’ di- 
rectorate. He also refuted the re- 
port that Sloman would be elevated 
to the top position with Hoyts when 
he arrives in Sydney. Michalove 
plans sailing for Sydney next month 
or in September. He said he would 
be gone for three or possibly six 
months. 

Questioned regarding whether the 
re-establishment ot General Thea- 
tres (another Australian company) 
©n an active basis (to book product 
both for Hoyts and Greater Union 
Theatres) would not result in Munro 
devoting full time to his job of man- 
ging director of General Theatres, 
Michalove said ‘that was a bridge 
to be crossed only when the time 
arrived.” He pointed out that Gen- 
eral Theatres’ booking arrangement 
had not actually been officially 
okayed by Greater Union or Hoyts 
directors, 
Rydge are the two managing direc- 
tors of General Theatres, 

Munro and Sloman plan to sail for 
Australia in August. 


Goodman Back 


Morris Goodman, Republic vice- 
President in charge of foreign dis- 
tribution, returned last week from 
ventral and South America after a 
4-week tour of inspection. 

y Goodman plans staying in New 
ork for homeoffice huddles before 
80ing on another trip. 
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No Quota Here 





Baltimore, July 11. 

Influence of English-made | 
product is evidencing itself here 
this week with four of six down- 
towners featuring imported pix. 
Combo Hipp is currently playing 
‘Clouds Over Europe’ (Col); 
Loew’s Century is mopping up | 
with ‘Goodbye Mr. Chips’ (M-G); | 
New has the Elisabetr Bergner 
film, ‘Stolen Life’ (Par): and the | 
Little is showing ‘Prison With- 
ut Bars’ (UA). 

Only Hollywood entries are 
‘Man About Town’ (Par) at the 
Stanley and ‘Gracie Allen Mur- 
der Case’ (Par) at Keith's. 


Tax Threat, Flu 
And War Scare 











French Film Awards 


Paris, July 11. 

Prize for the best French picture 
of the year was awarded Friday (7) 
by the Ministry of Education to 
Marcel Carnes for his ‘Quai des 
Brumes’ (‘Quay of Fogs’), 

Second award went to Julien Du- 
vivier for ‘Fin du Jour’ (‘End of 
lay’) and third to Jean Benoit-Levy 
for his ‘Feu de Paille’ (‘Fire of | 
Straw’). | 

| 
| 


CRICK, OUT 306 
IN LEGIT TRY. 
QUITS ANZT 


Sydney, June 20. 

Stanley Crick has bowed out of 
the managerial end of Australian- 
New Zealand Theatres. Unofficially 
mentioned that Crick sunk $30,000 
of his Own coin in the legit try. 
Crick has not announced any plans 
for the future, although it has been 
mentioned that he wouldn’t mind a 
return to the pic game. 

George Dean, Snider-Dean, is 

















Clip Anzac B. 0 


Sydney, July 11. 

Additional taxation on amusements 
looms in Australia and New Zea- 
land if preparedness plans to assist 
Great Britain are carried out as now 
planned. Danzig war threct, coupled 
with the recent pledge of Anzacs to 
aid the mother country, may bring 
the new taxes. 


This latest war scare, with threat- 
ened added tax load, hasn’t helped 
biz. Flu epidemic also has hurt, 
with trade off in all sections. Sole 
exception to boxoffice dip is ‘Con. 
fessions of Nazi Spy’ (WB), at the 
Mayfair. It’s now in second week, 
and an engagement of seven weeks, 
or possibly longer, is indicated. 

Norman B. Rydge, chairman of 
Greater Union Theatres circuit here, 
arrived from New York Monday (10) 
after about two months in U.S. He 
will be given testimonial dinner to- 
morrow night, July 12. It is to be 





in one of the hotels he owns in Aus- | 


tralia. 


‘SPY’ GETS FREE PLUG 
IN HOUSE OF COMMONS 


London, July 4. 

A question in Parliament, which 
drew wide newspaper quotes, was 
one of the smartest gags pulled here 
in a long time. A member of the 
House of Commons asked if the 
Home Secretary was aware German 
agents were snap-shotting patrons 
as they walked into the Warner the- 
atre to see ‘Confessions of a Nazi 
Spy’ (WB), and what was he going 
to do about it. 

Home Sec’s deputy said there was 
no foundation for the report beyond 








the fact two street photographers | 


were permitted by the management 


to take candid camera shots outside | 


the theatre. 

Another M.P. then solemnly stood 
up and informed the House that, not 
only was ‘Spy’ an excellent piece of 
propaganda, but that the Cabinet 
would be well advised to go and 
take a gander at it! 





‘Spy’ Okayed in Aussie 


Sydney, June 20. 
‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy’ (WB) 
has been okayed by Commonwealth 
Censor (Creswell O’Reilly) for re- 
lease here. It was anticipated that 


another to bid goodbye to legit via 
| ANZT. Dean will now probably 
| stick solely to running pic loop. 

| E. J. Tait has moved in as chair- 
|man of directors, with Frank Tait 


American Acts’ Permits Cancelled 


—2 


By France in Retaliation for AFM’s 
Ban on Appearance of Band at Fair 





Faulty Lens 





London, July 4. 


Most expressive comment on 
British pictures yet was that of 
theatre man Jack Prendergast at 
Cinematograph Exhibitors Ass’n 
convention. 


He said trouble about local 
production was photographic— 
there are too many over-ex- 


posed women and under-devel- 
oped men. 








Bombing Scares 
Still Hurting 
Jerusalem B.0.'s 





Jerusalem, July 1. 
After several weeks of darkness 
in most Jerusalem cinema houses, 
as result of a bombing incident in 
one of them, the houses unshuttered 





as managing director. Virtually 
| means that ANZT will now be 
| titled Williamson-Tait as before. 


'Ken Asprey is sticking for the time 
| being to watch the McKenzie in- 
'terests in the unit. 

| Taking a heavy production loss 
| right from formation 12 months ago, 
|ANZT failed to build up and 
|a managerial rearrangement was 
; called for. Ernest Rolls, former 
| producer, is due in New York 
shortly, where he will be joined by 
| his wife. A certain financial agree- 
| ment was arrived at some weeks ago 
between Rolls and ANZT. 

ANZT (Williamsun-Tait) may re- 
turn to a revival policy in the near 
| future, with ‘Wilddower’ listed as 
| first bid. 


9 New Plays, Incl. 


| ‘Gentle People’ Click 
On London Debuts 


London, July 11. 

‘Alien Corn,’ which opened at the 
Wyndham last Wednesday (5), was 
played by an exceptionally well- 
balanced cast and got off with ex- 
tremely favorable reviews. 

Even more highly regarded by the 
critics was Irwin Shaw’s ‘The Gen- 
tle People,’ which preemed at the 
Strand the following evening. Well- 
played and well-produced, it was 
called by the newspapers ‘a master- 
piece.’ 


McCONVILLE SETS UP 
COL. UNIT IN FRANCE 




















Paris, July 11. 

Joe McConville, foreign head of 
Columbia Pictures, has arrived here 
to set up a French producing organ- 
ization, Transcontinental Films in 
which Col. is interested together 
with Paul Graetz. First picture, 
‘The Phantom Carriage,’ supervised 
by Julien Levy-Strauss and directed 
by Julien Duvivier, is ready. McCon- 
ville is also setting up a system of 
distributing exchanges in France for 
| Columbia. 

‘Phantom’ has Pierre 
Marie Bell, Louis Jouvet and 
Micheline Francey in the cast. Ex- 
act number of pictures to be made 





Fresnay, 





some trouble might arise as pic’s|for Columbia by Transcontinental | 


passing was held for a few weeks | 
while conferences took place be-| 
tween O’Reilly and the Federal au- 
thorities in Canberra. 

Stated that O’Reilly intimated that 
no bar should be placed on the pic. 
providing that the censorship stipu- | 


Films has not been set yet. 





‘Rose Bampton Tours 


On S. African Sub. Pla 


Cape Town, June 27. 


n 


l\this week with heaviest police 
| guards around all the showplaces. 
| Big signs exhorting the public not 
ito bring in any packages, handbags 
or parcels cover most of the houses’ 
fronts. Special constables and po- 
licewomen search all clients before 
they enter the house. 

Attendance is still slack in Jeru- 
salem, the bombing incident throw- 
ing a fright over the populace. Tel 
Aviv and Haifa show comparatively 
high b.o.’s as a result of Jerusalein’s 
shuttering. Local managers are try- 
ing to entice the audience with bet- 
| ter film fare. Playing this week are 
|a revival of the Eddy-MacDonald 
opus, ‘Maytime,’ ‘Bringing Up Baby 
(Hepburn-Grant), and ‘Wives Under 
Suspicion. Most of the operators 
have taken additional space in the 
local press in midweek to boost 
forthcoming specials, the one at- 
tracting most attention being Anna 
Neagle’s Queen Victoria saga, “60 
Years.’ 


‘JUAREZ’ DRAWS FIRE 
FROM MEXICAN CRIX 


Mexico City, July 11. 

Local press and mag crix are al- 
most unanimously knocking ‘Juarez’ 
(WB), current at the Palace of Fine 
| Arts (National theatre). Chief bleat 
'ig that film is American made and 
has found favor with Lic. Vitente 
Lombardo Toledano, Mexico’s labor 
czar, who is boss of the Confedera- 
tion of Mexican Workers, organiza- 
tion which has full say as to whether 
/a pic can go on the Mexican screens. 

One newspaper crick called 
‘Juarez’ ‘a commercial proposition 
mede for fools and those who have 
little love for Mexico.’ Another ob- 
served, ‘It may not be known, but 
there is a decree which forbids the 
exhibition of motion pictures of a 
commercial nature in the Palace of 
Fine Arts. Another stated ‘Juarez’ 
is not historically correct . it 
seems from its cast that this is a re- 
port of foreign intervention in Mex- 
ico.” 

Most crix beefed at the high ad- 
mish for the pic, starting at $1.20— 
highest ever charged for a pic in 
Mexico—and scaled down to 60c. 


Planas in N.Y. for WB 
On Puerto Rican Deal 


Frank Planas, Warner Bros. man- 
ager for Puerto Rico, is in New York 
| for homeoffice conferences and to 
‘conclude a new contract with Em- 
| press Theatres Modernos, Puerto 
| Rico chain, whereby all Warner 



































lation, ‘For Adults Only,’ would be| Rose Bampton, soprano of the features and shorts for 1939-40 will 


fully obeyed. 





Ditto in Auckland 
Auckland, N. Z., June 20. 


Metropolitan Opera New York, is 
here touring under direction of the 
South African Community Concerts 
Assn., established by _uaranteed 


Dominion censorship authorities | subscribers in principal South Afri- 


passed ‘Nazi Spy’ without elimina- 
tions. 

Understood that no protests were 
lodged and passing was simply a 
matter of routine censorship. 


can cities to bring here outstanding 
artists. 
Wilfred Pelletier, 


conductor at 





|go into the circuit's 12 theatres. 
| Teodulo Llamas, an executive with 
the latter, also came to N. Y. for sig- 
'naturing of pact. Six Empresa cir- 
‘cuit theatres are scheduled to open 
this fall. 

Peter Calli, Warner supervisor for 
'Cuba, Mexico, Peru and Central 


Met, and husband of the singer, is; America, also is in N. Y. for home- 
| with her. 


office huddles. 


Paris, July 11. 
Permits for all American acts 
scheduled to appear in France were 
cancelled yesterday 


(Monday) by 
the French Ministry of Labor. The 
sudden move, Minister Charles 


Pomaret indicated when he issued 
the order, is in retaliation for a ban 
placed on an appearance in the 
United States of the Garde Republi- 
caine band by the New York local 
of the American Federation of Mu- 
Sicians. 


The French band was slated to 
play at the New York World’s Fair 
during a tour of principal cities of 
America. With the AFM ruling the 
Fair date out, however, the whole 
trip is being called off. 


Pomaret’'s order is not retroactive, 
he announced. In other’ words, 
those American acts now working 
in niteries and theatres may con- 
tinue to do so until their special 
performers’ visas expire. The 
French action of reprisal is tem- 
porarily holding up, however, about 
18 acts which are now in London 
or on the continent with Paris book- 
ings on the schedules. 

The American Embassy, in an en- 
deavor to bring to an end the minor 
crisis for the acts abroad, has cabled 
a request to Washington for a full 
explanation of the reasons the AFM 
refused to allow the Garde Republi- 
caine band’s appearance at the 
Fair. 








John Maxwell Would 
Set Up Buying Pool 
For British Indies 


London, July 11. 

As had been expected the remedy 
which the Cinematograph Exhibitors” 
Assn. has cooked up for better ren- 
tals is a booking scheme with several 
hundred indie exhibitors tied in. 
John Maxwell, in association with 
Associated British Pictures Corp., is 
the guiding force behind the ar- 
rangement, with so-called continuity 
of films from his company as the 
leverage for the array of indepen- 
dents in getting product cheap. 

Distributors here regard the 
move as the formation of a buying 
combination, which naturally would 
strive to force film rental prices 
down. In the past such moves have 
been met by the flat refusal of the 
Kinematograph Renters Society 
(distribs organization) to service 
accounts in any way connected with 
such a buying combination. 

Last bitter struggle between CEA 
and the distributors was in 1934, 
when a ‘booking holiday’ resulted. 
Under this, the exhibitors pledged 
themselves to keep playdates open 
after a specified date. 


HUTCHINSON TEPID ON 
SOUTH AMERICAN BOOM 


There is no easy road to conquest 
in the Latin American sales market, 
according to Walter J. Hutchinson, 
foreign head of 20th-Fox, just back 
from South America. Results to 
date have not been spectacular, but 
business can be increased through a 
judicious exploitation of the cultural 
background of Latin countries. 

Expectations that Latin-American 
business can materially offset loss of 
European revenue, is just a hope, as 
Hutchinson views it. 

C. V. Hake, 20th-Fox sales head 
for Australia, New South Wales and 











'New Zealand, ends a three-months 


stay at the home office on July 14. 
Leaves for Coast and sails for Aus- 
tralia from Los Angeles, July 19. 
Hake will hold a sales conference 
with Eric Rutledge, managing direc- 
tor for New Zealand, and other sales 
managers down under, when he ar- 
rives, to discuss '39-40 season prod- 
uct. 





Chevalier to S. Africa 


Cape Town, June 27. 
Maurice Chevalier, topping a big 
| Variety show, opens hi: South Afri- 
can tour for African Consolidated 
Theatres in November. 
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They Shall Have Music 


(WITH MUSIC) 
Hollywood, July 7. 


United Artists release of Samuet Goldwyn 
production; associate producer, Robert Ris- 
kin. Stars Jascha Heifetz; features Joel 
McCrea, Andrea Leeds, Gene Reynolds, 
Walter Brennan. Directed by Archie Mayo. 
Screenplay by Irmgard Von Cube and John 
Howard Lawson. Camera, Gregg Toland; 
editor, Sherman Todd; asst. director, Wal- 
ter Mayo: musical director, Alfred New- 
man; compositions trom the classics. 
Previewed at WRB Beverly, July 6, "39. 


viding the children with musical op- 
portunities than the monetary ad- 
vantages that might accrue. Andrea 
Leeds is his daughter and chief as- 
sistant in the school; Joel McCrea 
the mild romantic interest. Support- 
ing cast shows individual capabili- 
ties for respective roles. 

Combo of excellent script and 
highlight direction by Archie Mayo 
lifts the picture’s en ertaining fac- 
tors beyond restrictive appeal to the 
musically minded. Mayo’s direction 
is zestful, human and still dramatic- 





Running time, 100 MINS, 
Jascha Heifetz...... ..-Jascha Heifetz | 
Ann LAWSOR., . cccccvccvcccceed Andrea Leeds 






eee TT errr errs: Tete Joel McCrea 
MPRMINIO So op ao as 6abeedeaeeeen uene Reynolds | 
Professor Lawson....+++..-. Walter Brennan 
WIAWET cc ccccccccccccescscececes Porter Hall 
BANOS so 06 cacdGv.oed Heeaee chee Terry Kilburn 
BROOME s 6 coc ceeeescssecdeecesse Walter Tetley 
WOON oo cbbt bec 600s cde eRseeKees Chuck Stubbs 
WELD Suseene 690680980 000u8 Tommy Kelly 
Betty... cc cccccccesccsecceces Jacqueline Nash | 
Musi7l Director..........--Alfred Newman 
PEGs. ca ndsncesseedseceeresonnses Mary Ruth 
PORTIS, cccccecccsnccdecscceecset John St. Polis 
Menken...... peceuseetd Alexander Schonberg 
Mrs. Miller...cc.ccrcocceaces Mariforie Main 
PP ae Secanetebadeeaeese tenes Arthur Hohl 
Heifetz’s Manager.......++++++ Paul Harvey 
_ . .. MPerartere at tints Co ‘Zero’ 


And Peter Meremblum, California Junior 
Symphony Orchestra 

With Jascha Heifeiz starred, “They 
Shall Have Music’ is a natural for 
the musically-minded. Smart show- 
manship also injects elemental and 
surefire audience appeal into the set- 
up to provide film entertainment 
geared for wide general acceptance. 
Picture promises to click strongly, 
aside from its direct appeal to mu- 
sic devotees. Production includes hu- 
man dramatic qualities on its own 
which would carry tt a long way 
even without the appearances of 
Heifetz. Title not to be co fused | 
with the British-made ‘She Shall) 
Have Music’ (Jack Hylton). 


Selection of standard and popu- 
lar concert numbers for the musical 
offerings has been made with rare 
judgment. Even to the uninitiated 
music follower, numbers are recog- 
nized as widely played and tuneful 
classics on radio concert hours dur- 








ally tempoed. He catches every op- 
portunity to inject effective pieces 
of business and situations to enhance | 
the entertainment values beyond the | 
| musical passages. | 

Production has been given top, 
| values in all technical departments. | 
|Camera work is noteworthy, with | 
sound recording of the music hitting | 
a high level of excellence. | 





Andy Hardy Gets 


Spring Fever 
Hollywood, July 8. 


Metro production and release. Features 
Lewis Stone, Mickey Rooney, Cecilia Par- 
ker, Fay Holden. Directed by W. 8. ‘. an 
Dyke II. Screenplay by Kay Van Riper; 
based on characters created by Aurania 
Rouverol: camera, Lester White; editor, 
Ren Lewis. Previewed at Westwood Vil- 
lage, July 7, 39. Running time: 88 MINS. 


Judge Haridy..... geeeteveevesss Lewis Stone 
Andv Hardy...cc-cccccccees Micl:ey Rooney 
Marion Hardy....sccccsccses Cecilia Parker 
Mrs. Hardy...ccscvccccccsscecsees Fey Holden 
Polly Renedict..-+..sccesees4 Ann Rutherford 
Aunt Milly.i..cccccscsccdocesess Sara Haden 
Rose Meredith.....cccercocees Helen Gilbert 
*Stickin’ Plastet’ ..ccaceoseces Terry Kilburn 
Don DaviB....cccccccccseesed ohn T. Murray 
"BeeSy’ ccccvccsesceveceese George Breakston 
TOMMY. occcccvccescceseccvere Charles Peck 
BIAMOV cs cesccccvccnscoeasessss Sidnev Miller 
Mr. Benedict. .cccrcecsceced Addison Richards 
Mr. Higginbotham.....-.+--++: Olaf Hytten 
Oo Saray eecesece Erville Alderson 
MOGIER CODER 6 cc cccceccecevess Robert Kent 





The Hardy series swings into its 





third year, gaining audience popu- 
larity with each succeeding release. | 
‘Andy Hardy Gets Spring Fever’ 
maintains the entertainment pace set 





ing the past several years. 


by its predecessors, and will create 


Heifeiz is restrained from attempt- | happy boxoffices up and down the 


ing a lengthy acting portrayal in his | 


initial film appearance. He has a 
few brief moments where short lines 
of dialog are required—otherwise his 
efforts are confined to five violin 
solos, neatly spaced throughout the 
picture. Heifetz makes no pretense 
of being an actor; but when he faces 
the camera to start a number, his 
confidence in control of the instru- 
ment is easily discernible. His solos 
are tops, and although the camera 
remains on the virtuoso praciically 
all the time he is delivering his num- 
bers, it fccuses attention in turn 
with rapid movement from close- 
ups to medium shots of his fast- 
moving fingers, the flashing bow and 
rhythmic right arm to accentuate at- 
tention on his art. 

Numbers played by Heifetz in his 
film repertoire are: “Rondo Capric- 
cioso’ by Saint Saens; ‘Hora Stac- 
cato,’ by Dinicu-Heifetz; ‘Estrellita,’ 
by Ponce - Heifetz; Tschaikowsky’s 
*“Melody’; and Mendelssohn’s ‘Con- 
certo’ (last movement). 

Close to imporance of Heifetz’s ap- 
pearances, from both critical and 
general audience standpoint, is the 
musical artistry displayed by the 
youngsters composing trie Peier Me- 
remblum California Junior Sym- 
phony Orchestra. Youngsters, in 
their teens, provide some exception- 
ally fine musical interludes that are 
close in rendition quality to regula- 
tion symphony orchestras. Selec- 
tions played by the group include 
Mendelssohn's ‘Italian Symphcny’; 
Rossini’s ‘Barber of Seville’; Mo- 
zart’s ‘Eine Kleine Nacht’; in addi- 
tion to providing accompaniment for 
Heifetz on ‘Mendelssohn’s ‘Concerto’, 

Little Jacqueline Nash, 10, sings 
two operatic numbers to display a 
fine voice. Child diva displays as- 
surance and personality in both sing- 
ing delivery and all around screen 
presence that will carry her far. She 
does ‘Cara Nome,’ by Verdi, and Bel- 
lini’s ‘Casta Diva.’ Added appeal on 
the musical side is generated by 
pone solo, Chopin’s ‘Minute Waltz,’ 

y Mary Ruth, a tin 
more than five. 


ensembles and solos neatly balances 
and points up to the Heifetz recitals. 


Story centers around a music 


school established by kindly old 


music master, Walter rennan, in the 


lower east side to provide free in- 
struction to kids of the slums. Gene 
Reynolds, an incipient criminal, finds 
his latent musical talent aroused on 
hearing Heifetz in Carnegie Hall. 
Enrolling in the music school, Rey- 


nolds becomes the motivating factor 


in getting Heifetz’s support and ap- 
pearance at a concert of the kid 
musicians to save the school from 
the financial rocks, Situation where 
oe aay enlists _ aid of the master 
iclan is similar to that employed 
in Deanna Durbin’s ‘100 Men ann a 
Girl.” The similarity is not impor- 
tant, however, in the over-all 
humanness and dramatic tempo of 
the production, and can be easily 
overlooked. 
Young Reynolds is persuasively 
capable in carrying the main theme 
of the story. Kid displays ability in 
gettin~ over the transformation of 
the pilfering ragamuffin to a serious 
student of music. Terry Kilburn, 
Walter Tetley and Chuck Stubbs are 
convincing as his hoodlum pals. 
Brennan provides his usually fine 
characterization as the old music in- 
structor, more concerned with pro- 


pianist of not 
f ntroduction of 
youngsters with musical talents for 


line. 

Mickey Rooney again dominates 
ithe action, with the family going 
through a series of adventures in the 
home town of Carvel. Rooney de- 
velops a serious case of puppy love 
for Helen Gilbert, new dramatic 
teacher in the local high school. Set- 
up is a natural. Paraded among sev- 
eral highly enjoyable situations is 
the presentation of a play authored 
rd ed in which he also takes the 
ead, 

W. S. Van Dyke II steps In to pilot 
the seventh of the Hardy series, tak- 
ing over from George B. Seitz, who 
handled the first six of the group. 
Van Dyke maintains the homey at- 
mosphere of the typical American 
family of the midwest town, pacing 
the situations with verve and speed 
in most competent fashion. 

Story gives regu‘ar members of 
the Hardy family chances for re- 
newed acquaintance with audiences. 
With spring in the air, Judge Hardy 
becomes the temporary victim of a 
swindling duo, but works himself 
out of the situation to save his in- 
vestment. Andy develops an infat- 
uation for the new dramatics teach- 
er, and proposes marriage before 
staging of the class play. Disclosure 
of the teacher’s engagement is a 
heavy blow to Andy, but he finally 
tosses off his loss lightly to return to 
, eagerly forgiving Ann Ruther- 
ord. 

Preparation, rehearsal and staging 
of the high school play provides nu- 
merous comedy highlights. Andy’s 
dip into his initial serious love-mak- 
ing affair—at least to him—is hap- 
pily interwoven for just enough seri- 
ousness to contrast with the light 
mood running throughout. 

Helen Gilbert, in her first picture 
role as the dramatic teacher and 
object of Andy’s affections, carries 
a prominent spot with effectiveness. 
She displays a screenable personal- 
ity of promise, with an easy assur- 
ance and naturalness, 

Miss Gilbert was formerly a ’cello 
player in the Metro studio orchestra, 
and made a screen test. It is very 
unlikely she will return to the or- 
chestra, 

‘Spring Fever’ will be a welcome 
attraction for exhibitors during the 
summer doldrums. It’s cinch b. o. 
parring its predecessors in the series. 











Million Dollar Legs 


Holiywood, July 6. 

Paramount release of William C. Thomas 
production. Directed by Nick Grinde, 
Screenplay by Lewis R. Foster and Rich- 
ard English; based on story by Foster; 
camera, Harry Fishbeck; editor, Arthur 
Schmidt; asst. director, Joseph Lefert. Pre- 
viewed at Alexander, Glendale, July 5, ’39. 
Running time: 64 MINS, 
Carol Parker........ Ceeesecses Betty Grable 
Grew Meltom. .ccccccsccccccccs John Hartley 
Sticky Boone..............Donald O’Connor 
Russ Simpson.....seeeeeeee+.dackie Coogan 
Susie Quinn..... feeceeceees- Dorothea Kent 






Bunny Maxwell.........++..Joyce Mathews 
Freddie Fry..... ..-.-Peter Hayes 
Coach Baxter.. . soos Larry Crabbe 
Hunk Jordan.....cccosesss Richard Denning 
SEE. SINS bc ccbaciecices< Phillip Warren 
Blimp Garrett.......... Edward Arnold, Jr. 
Gregory Melton, Sr.........+. Thurston Hall 
Dean Wixby.......00. eccoctes -.Roy Gordon 
Se Bs 6 4000s0se00 eoeeess+..-Matty Kemp 
Egghead Jackson..........0% William Tracy 





Latest collegiate comedy by Para- 
mount is light and flufiy fare for 
youthful audiences of high school 
and college age. Devoid of marquee 
strength, picture will slip in as lower 
bracketer in the subsequent duals. 

As proving ground for Para- 
mount’s group of younger contract 





Miniature Reviews 


‘They Shall Have Music’ (UA). 
Class musical’s showmanship will 
catch general audiences for b.0. 
Jascha Heifetz starred. 

‘Andy Hardy Gets Spring 
Fever’ (M-G). Hardy family 
starts third year with another 
clicker. 

‘Million Dollar Legs’ (Par). 
Collegiate comedy with regula- 
tion campus capers. For lower 
duals in the program houses. 

‘Career’ (RKO). Small town 
story will sell better outside ma- 
jor playdates. Introduces Gate- 
way to Hollywood finalists. 

‘Outside These Walls’ 
Strong newspaper 





(Col). 
yarn with 


Michael Whalen and Virginia 
Weidler doing sterling jobs. 
‘Mountain Rhythm’ (Rep). 


Only a fair western but Gene 
Autry name lends it b.o. draft. 

‘Wyoming Outlaw’ (Rep). First 
rate western, in the Three Mes- 
quiteers series. 

‘The Saint in London’ (RKO). 
Okay mystery drama in the 
Saint series. Should suffice for 
the double bills. British-made. 

‘In Old Caliente’ (Rep). Av- 
erage horse opera with no par- 
ticular future. For the nabes. 

‘Wanted by Scotland Yard’ 
(Mono). British-made man-hunt 
ectioner. 

‘Poison Pen’ (Assoc.). Screen 
version of London stage .success. 
Sordid theme makes it doubtful 
film fare. 

‘Two Gun Troubador’ (Spec). 
Action-packed western, with 
Fred Scott featuring his voice. 




















stock list, ‘Million Dollar Legs’ 
gives the studio a line on future pos- 
sibilities of various cast individuals, 
besides providing the latter with 
chance to get before the cameras 
during their apprenticeship. _ 

Major fault of the picture is title 
misnomer. ‘Tab indicates to audi- 
ences it’s a girly leg show—instead, 
it parades the hefty gams of college 
athletes with crew inclinations. The 
underpinning display is more sturdy 
than shapely. 

Story is simply and directly told, 
with campus caper trimmings. John 
Hartley, son of a millionaire bene- 
factor of the college, tries to get 
along as an athlete without con- 
tinual monetary interference from 
his father. Breezy Peter Hayes 
generates idea of reviving crew, but 
candidates have te struggle along 
with old equipment. Horse race tip 
given Hayes provides motivation for 
collection for bet which results in 
longshot win to buy a new shell, 
and eventual win over traditional 
rivals, 

Hayes stands out prominently in 
his first picture assignment. Youth 
nicely tempoes his lines for effective 
comedy, and gets over the cockiness 
and breeziness required in the role. 
He shows possibilities for future de- 
velopment. Betty Grable and John 
Hartley provide mild romantic in- 
terest, with Dorothea Kent seen 
briefly in some flapper comedy epi- 
sodes, 

Horse race, unusual in being 
staged on a half-mile track, is not 
too exciting. Two boat races are in- 
cluded. First generates comedy 
twist when the shell gradually sinks 
under the oarsmen, while second is 
climactic affairs with the heroic crew 
grabbing victory in the final lengths. 
The latter hits no more than routine 
interest for the audience, despite 
some rather competent editing to 
reduce footage to a minimum. 

Direction by Nick Grinde is geared 
at a fast pace, with comedy lines 
and situations neatly interwoven for 
moderate laughs. 


CAREER 


Des Moines, July 5. 


RKO-Radio release of Bob Sisk produc- 
tion, Features Anne Shirley, Edward 
Ellis, Janet Beecher, Samuel S. Hinds, 
Leon Errol, Alice Eden, John Archer. Die 
rected by Leigh Jason. Story, Phil Stong; 
adaptation, Bert Granet; screenplay, Dalton 
Trumbo; camera, Frank Redman; editor, 
vty Prat wat as —— at 

es Moines eum, July °39. Runnin 
time: 79 MINS. “ 


bet. SER PTEP Oe Covesesesoveced Anne Shirley 
Cruthers....... ececcecceccescs Edward Ellis 
Bartholomew.....seeeeeee..5amuel S. Hinds 
Mrs. Cruthers. ..Janet Beecher 





ere eee eeeeree 






Mudcat...-.... Cocccccccccccccecs Leon Errol 
Merta..... Coctcesesees cecccccecs’ Alice Eden 
| ee 6000s eee John Archer 
Deacon.. ++»-Raymond Hatton 
| ee eeeeeesceeceeseess. Maurice Murphy 


BUrmett.ccccccccscetcccesecs Harrison Greene 
CRAMEY . cccccccsccccccccescecs Charles Drake 
Bronson..... Cotecececoce Hobart Cavanaugh 





‘Career’ is Gateway to Hollywood's 
screen test No. 1. It features the 
first two finalists in the initial 13- 
weeks competition on the Jesse L. 
Lasky-CBS radio search for film 
talent—with Wrigley’s Doublemint 
paying the freight. Looks fair for 
boxoffice, especially in the nabes and 
lesser keys, 

Both the title and the two people 
—John Archer (Ralph Bowman) and 
Alice Eden (Rowena Cook)—have 
been subjects of prolonged ether 
selling. Nearly every major key in 
the United States has seen the inter- 
est fanned by localized talent quests 
to find material for the broadcasts. 

The pic is a small budgeter, 





brought in fairly cheaply, and booted 





into release by one of the popular 
junkets to the midwest, to Des 
Moines, which brought it under the 
scrutiny of the midland press, radio, 
and focused the eyes of its locale, 
Iowa, on it. It’s a small town flick, 
one which will have a_ certain 
amount of appeal in the hinterlands. 
It holds record of being the first B 
to be given such a tremendous sell- 
ing campaign, which will probably 
get everybody — producer, distrib, 
and exhib—comfortably out on it. 
From Phil Stongs book, it’s not 
his best transition to the screen, 
although reference to its being by 
the author of ‘State Fair’ and 
‘Stranger’s Return’ is a natural for 
the ads. It’s the story of village life 
—a banker who married the girl 
sought by himself and one who be- 
came the town’s storekeeper and 
married another, their children later 
growing up to fall in love. Store- 
keeper believes banker given to 
sharp practice; his son believes he 
shouldn’t marry because a career in 
the medical profesh looms ahead of 
him; banker finally turns up bad on 
his books, and his daughter marries 
another guy. Seems pointless, but 
it’s quite a typical small town muddle 
of the precarious 1930-31 period, and 
it has its gripping moments. 
Principal function is the presenta- 


tion of the two youngsters, Archer | 


and Miss Eden. In Archer, the 


Gateway to Hollywood has uncov- | 


ered a lad with possibilities for de- 
velopment. He’s a smooth looker, 
of clean-eut face and build, and with 
a bit of grooming has a chance to 
be heard from. With Miss Eden, 
it’s another thing. She resembles 
Miriam Hopkins in facial area, but 
does not smack across the screen 
with the vitality of her contest run- 
ning mate. Hers is a secondary 
part, while his is a romantic lead 
opposite Anne Shirley. 

To Leon Errol and Raymond Hat- 
ton, a couple of old warhorses, goes 
the credit for providing the film 
with its few laughs. They imbibe 
freely of everything, even horse 
liniment, to get a buzz in the belfry. 
Their one bit attempting to emulate 
a high diver, with Errol going over 
the portside of a bridge, is very 
good. 

Ellis and Hinds ferpetuate a 
rivalry, existent in the same town 
since they were kids. Ellis lost in 
the quest for the hand of a woman 
long since dead. Her widowing of 
Hinds, the banker, left him with 
ruled and ridden Maurice Murphy, 
his boy, who takes to drink, and the 
daughter of Leon Errol, the town’s 
stew. Mounting distrust for Hinds’ 
banking methods leads Ellis to yank 
his $33,000 life savings out, which 
puts the bank in distress and draws 
in the bank examiner. Throughout 
this battle of fathers, Archer and 
Miss Shirley try to keep up a ro- 
mance, but, with the added hazard 
of having it foul against Archer’s 
hope of a career, it breaks down, 
too. Barn. 


Outside These Walls 


Columbia release and production. Fea- 
tures Michael Whalen, Dolores Costello, 
Virginia Weidler, Directed by Raymond 
B. McCarey. Adapted by Harold Buchman 
from story by Ferdinand Reyher; camera, 
Lucien Ballard; editor, James Sweeney. At 
Paramount, Brooklyn, dual, week July 10, 
"39. Running time, 60 MINS. 

Dan Sparling........e+.++.Michael Whalen 





Margaret Bronson.......+-. Dolores Costello 
MeO 0466050064000 eccccecee Virginia Weidler 
Dinky eeccesecee osecccecesecs++-Lon Beddoe 


John Wilson....sccceceessesSelmer Jackson 
Gertrude Bishop...............Mary Forbes 
Sam Fulton..........Robert Emmett Keane 
Hewitt Bronson..ececsesseses Pierre Watkin 
Miss Thornton. --Kathleen Lockhart 
Flint...... .».-Dick -Curtis 





Excellent ‘B’ production that will 
find a | at reception with almost 
any audience and send them out 
pleased and entertained. 

A prison yarn that’s different. 
Without maudlin sentimentality, 
prison-break claptrap and cops-and- 
robbers rigamarole, they’ve taken 
the problem of convict rehabilita- 
tion out of the regeneration class 
and shown that return to private 
life can be accomplished if funda- 
mentally a man’s character is sound. 
Picture’s value lies in the dramatic 
struggle the convict hero of the 
story made against almost inevitable 
return to prison bars. Standout 
performances by Michael Whalen, 
Virginia Weidler, Selmer Jackson 
and Robert Emmett Keane: clinch 
the favorable impression. 

Picture has several flaws which 
militate against an almost perfect 
score. For one, considerable license 
is taken with the portrayal of news- 
paper business and its managing edi- 
tors. For another, casting of Dolores 
Costello adds no lustre to the per- 
formances and she is handled to ad- 
vantage in only one brief sequence 
toward the climax. 

Convict editor (Whalen) of a 

rison news sheet, who is also al- 
owed to contribute to outside news- 
papers, on completing his sentence 
tackles the problem of getting a job. 
After he rescues his young daugh- 
ter, Miss Weidler, from the clutches 
of a_ well-to-do guardian, he is 
turned down by the only important 
paper in town. Whalen buys out a 
small printing establishment, aided 
by a small loan from the prison 
warden where he served time. He 
attacks corrupt politicians in the 
state, who are supported by the 
more powerful opposition news- 
paper, owned by Dolores Costello 
and her brother, who is running for 
governor. Prison warden is fired 
and Whalen, summoning civic forces 
to his side, rurs the warden as oppo- 


——— 


MOUNTAIN RHYTHM 


(WITH SONGS) 

Republic production and release. Stars 
Gene Autry; features Smiley Burnette, June 
Storey. Directed by B. Reaves Eason, 
Screenplay, Gerald Geraghty; story, Cone 
nie Lee; camera, Ernest Miller; editor, 
Lester Orlebeck. At Colonic], Lincoln, dual, 
Running time: 57 MINS, 





GONE... ccccesccccsececettoesess Gene Autry 
Pro@.cccccoccccecccccesces Smiley Burnette 
ALICE... ec ceccccececs eet teceses June Storey 
DED 6 ws covdececcescecsocccoces cMOGO® Bburne 
BOGGS s 604665664 Sebeerecseerece Ferris Taylor 
Cavanaugh. .ccccccsseccscess Walter Fenner 
ROCKY. cccccccccccccsecceceess Jack Pennick 
Danlels......cccccccrscccces Hooper Atchley 
MacCauley..cccccccccccccccees Bernard Suss 
(| ay ESN aay a ge Ed Cassidy 
CAPO «ccc ccttccecccceccecocese Jack Ingram 
DOWEL . ccc cccciccecccosecscese Ton London 
MimmBall. -cecccccccscccccces Roger Williams 
BST Tee Frankie Marvin 





| 


| ‘Mountain Rhythm’ is a western 
liberally stocked with hobos, one 
| good tune, and only a fair story, 
| Presence of Autry insures its b.o, 
| value, but it’s not among his top 
bracket entertainments. 
Autry is called in at the request of 
his pal’s aunt, because of a plot by 
| the resort owner to put nearby pub- 
| lic lands up for auction. The move 
|} would yank the rich grazing lands 
from use of the valleyites. severely 
| crimp their ranching livelihood, and 
make possible at cheanv price the 
| resort owner’s buying of the land to 
| increase his tourist mecca. His 
| methods reek of illegality, and have 
added stench of plundering from his 
| henchmen. 

Autry, with his mate, Smiley 
| Burnette, the comedy fixture of the 
| Series, share the limelight. Their 
delivery is no different than the for- 
mula they’ve been working under 
since the beginning. Autry voices 
one good number, ‘It Makes No Dif- 
ference Now,’ which is popular with 
the billy followers. Burnette’s 
quick-change vocals remain the 
comic feature. 

June Storey, femme lead in seve 
eral previous oaties with Autry, is 
an eye-treat. and delivers as a resort 
employe of considerable pepper. 
Maude Eburne, the aunt who sends 
the S.O.S.. is comic. too. having 
been familiar in other than the 
|action field for years. She knows 
| her stuff, and this is a sleenwalk for 

her. Ferris Taylor and Jack Pen- 
nick, a couple of hoboes who are 
befriended by Autry and Burnette, 
;}and Walter Fenner, the _ swindle- 
framer, figure fairly heavily in the 
story. It’s the hohoes and their pals, 
who finally save the day. 

Autry on the marauee has grown 
to mean b.o., no matter what kind of 
a film he may be in. Although not 
up to standard, ‘Rhythm’ nrobsbly 
won’t halt the fixed wicket flow 
which is common to his flic’ers. 

Barn, 





WYOMING OUTLAW 


Republic release of William Berke proe 
duction, Features John Wayne, Ray Core 
rigan and Raymond Hatton. Directed by 
George Sherman, Screenplay by Betty Bure 
bridge and Jack Natteford; original by 
Natteford based upon characters created by 
William Colt MacDonald; editor, Tony 
Martinelli; camera, Reggie Lanning. Pree 
viewed in Projection Room, N. Y., July 6, 


"39. Running time, 58 MINS, 
Stony Brooke..... eseeaesesseed John Wayne 
Tucson SmMith.occcccccccecss: Ray Corrigan 








Rusty Joslin... 
Will Parker... 
Irene Parker... 
Balsinger.....e0. 
Luke Parker. 


-Raymond Hatton 
eee+-Donald Barry 
«+ee-Adele Pearce 
eececse+++- LeRoy Mason 
...Charles Middleton 


Mrs. Parker......«...Katherine Kenworthy 
U. B.. MariBal.ccccscccaceose Elmo Lincoln 
Sheriff... .cccccccccccccccscee..Jack Ingram 
Newt... .cccccccccccccccccesee- David Sharpe 
Amos..... coccccccccccccccecs cack Kenney 
WG BINS, 000000000000 Sasesen Yakima Canutt 





Tiptop oats opera, brimming with 
action, should more than please the 
average western fanc. Film is obvie 
ously based upon the siege of the 
‘Tarzan’ who was trapped by a posse 
in a northwest Wyoming mountain 
fastness a few months ago. It’s a 
well-made version for the most part 
and should reap better than average 
b.o. Pic’s exploitation possibilities 
are evident. 

Punctuated by plenty of rough- 
and-tumble encounters, the Three 
ne in this stanza succeed in 
purging a mesa town of graft and 
political corruption. LeRoy Mason, 
the local heeler and job seller, has 
discharged Charles Middleton as 
road foreman when he refused to 
kick in with ‘campaign’ contribue 
tions. Seeking to support the family, 
his son, Donald Barry, is jailed for @ 
violation of federal game laws. Bale 
ance of tale hinges upon Barrys 
jailbreak, his fight with a posse an 
subsequent eradication of both him- 
self and Mason. 

John Wayne scores in some harde 
punching melees, assisted by his con- 
freres, Ray Corrigan and Raymond 
Hatton. Donald Barry’s character- 
ization of the escaned prisoner 19 
forthright and convincing. Has an 
excellent sense of drama and is due 
for better roles. George Shermans 
direction is crisp, and Reggie Lan- 
ning’s outdoor photography does 
much to make this an okay mus- 
tanger in every way. 





sition candidate. Of course they win 
out ultimately. 


Whalen has been given a part he 
can dig his teeth into, and so has 
Miss Weidler who has never done 
better work in comedy or otherwise. 
Direction, dialog and cutting are a 
distinct credit to the producing 
staff which has proven that good 
B’s are not difficult to make when 
necessary attention to direction and 











details is there. 
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a 
SAINT IN LONDON 


ISH-MADE) 
= London, June 29. 


i Features 

c duction and release. 
BEC odes, Sally Gray. Directed by 
+ pe Screenplay, Lynn 


, - Carstairs. " 
nt pacar 4 Fenton, from novel, *The Mil- 
ae pean Day,’ by Lestie Charteris; cam- 
a Claude Friese-Green. At Cambridge, 
era, 6Ruenning time, 77 MINS. 










ndon. 

pumoe Templar oo eceeee qn nena eee 
Sear £3 Ae cooee David Burns 
eieecter Teal y ieeaeas ...Gordon McLeod 
Inspector es evienents eestor ag 
see ihe nine cite ..»-Ralph Truman 
—- MeN si cretiaaereaa Carl Jaffe 
SES, coscosouses Ben Williams 
bangs Sa Ligh daag eseengeeee:F Nora Howard 
is tea - was eseteetan Charles Carson 
are et Bake oesceeeces Ballard Berkeley 
SOE ss cccntess Hugh McDermott 
ee ni PNAC John Abbott 
Comm ley Sy eee eo cad Athene Seyler 
Mrs. sur Vee 





is is another of the ‘Saint’ series 
an generally, it’s a workmanlike 
job. Previous ‘Saint’ pix, with San- 
ders in his standard role, were made 
in Hollywood. , 
Plot revolves around an organiza- 
tion of international counterfeiters. 
The ‘Saint’ (George Sanders) aids 
Scotland Yard in rounding up a gang | 
that’s ready to foist upon the public | 
$5,000,000 worth of banknotes print- 
ed here for a Continental country. 
The ‘Saint's’ chief assistants are 
Sally Gray and David Burns. It may 
be a trifle wearisome to see the classy 
young lady insist on horning in on 
the hero’s escapades, a la Thin Man, 
but Miss Gray does it so competently 
that another such layout doesn’t mat- 
ter very much. Burns almost steals 
the picture with another inimitable 
hick crook role. Every time he ut- 
ters a wisecrack, the audience guf- 
faws. Sanders is excellent, as usual, 
Fine supporting roles are contrib- 
uted by Henry Oscar, Gordon Mc- 
Leod and Athene Seyler, among 
others. Direction is alert, with some 
photography being excellent. Should 
please native cinemagoers, and suffi- 
ciently effective for seeane-tenere in 


IN OLD CALIENTE 


(WITH SONGS) 








Republic production and release. Stars | 
Roy Kogers; features Mary Hart, George 
ayes, Jack LaRue, Katherine De Mille. 


Directed by Joseph Kane. Story and screen- 
play, Norman Houston and Gerald Ger- 
aghty; camera, William Nobles; editor, Fd- 
ward Mann. At Colonial, Lincoln, dual. 


Running time: 65 MINS. 
Roy. 


des 6op806600650N OF 0d S008 < KOS Roy Rogers 
BORD cn sccccscesvecersecesoveres Mary Hart 
BADLY... .corcccccccccccsercers George Hayes 
SMR: <cascoesnenrevesceres «= Jack LaRue 
TRIER. coc concvooccsercecss Katherine DeMille 
Don Miguel..coccccccccsessess Frank Puglia 
Calkins... .cccorccnscvccessers Harry Woods 
Carlos. .cccccccceccssscccsseess Paul Marian 
r, | PPPPPPTerriri crirer Ethel Wales 
OED s 00000 6snssosncede Merrill McCormick 





Fairishly tuned, none of which 
will excite, ‘In Old Caliente’ is a 
celluloided narrative of the coming 
of the Americans to California in 
hopes of peaceful occupation and 
settlement in the land of the Dons. 
A so-so western, it’s future is mod- 
erate. 

Roy Rogers is the star of the 
eee, and speared for him from the 

opalong Cassidy series where he 
gained his humor rep is George 
Hayes, an old sourdough, who helps 
peddle the story to the consumer in 
a, pleasing package. Two have 
worked together in previous Rogers 

ms. 


Rogers, trusted employe of the 
Don (Frank Puglis), is carrying the 
torch for the Americans who are 
s00n to come and seek residence in 
newly annexed California. Jack 
LaRue, half-breed vaquero on the 
ranch, uses the Americans as an out 
and robs the Don’s son of $40,000 
he’s bringing back for stock sale, 
Pointing at the immigrants as the 

robable guilty parties. This puts 

ers in dead center, but he’s 
ally thrown off the Don’s ranch 
and joins the Americans to help 
them prove out. After some blood- 
letting the colonists are vindicated. 

Mary Hart, Roger’s woo interest, 
engagingly bites into a small part. 
and Katherine DeMille is adapted 
well as a European schooled daugh- 
ter of Spain and the Californias who 

ces a mean fandango and almost 
Captivates the kid. but loses him 
raciously. Jack LaRue is the half- 
reed, and he does his dirtv work 
convincingly. Barn. 


Wanted by Scotland Yard 


Monogram release of Pathe Pictures, 





+» broduction. Features James Stephen- 
Betty Lynne. Directed by Norman 

e. No author's credit; camera, Bryan 
Langley; editor, E, G, Richards. At Cen- | 


pral. N. Y., dual, week of July 8, ’'39. 
uUnning time: 60 MINS. 

ONES 0 3 ks <td he to obeus James_ Stephenson 
Borin... scssccsveceweseoess Betty Lynne 
PER ci sksvey oaniinddaédae Leslie Perrins | 
grab PVGAN se eeesusegedeesees Nadine March 
THUY «26 Di dni hsb eseoueneesdEd Sally Stuart 
Aspector Williams..... D. A. Clarke-Smith 
Shea’? Pies hSercdaweneed George Merritt 
ee Ms paussalbavdescsteee ict Bryan Herbert 
Nts wos Supine s boncee Florence Groves 


Phil Ray 





jrimeworn British quota version of 
Clever crook’s regeneration through 
the of a good woman. Production 
ti carefully budgeted, but unpreten- 
peo throughout, even to complete 
th icence on scripting credit. It’s 
} we trite story of a criminal with 
her instincts, unable to rise above 
is environment and too weak- 
Willed to break from his past even 
when opportunity for a new life 
Presents itself. Not :ood enough to 





aid or bad enough to harm programs 
in — of a second feature. “it 

the utstanding assets of the film are | 
poe Performances of the two leading | 
ors, James Stephenson and his! 


guardian angel, Betty Lynne. For- 
mer delivers a suave, polished job 
as a Jimmy Valentine with a love 
for classie piano music. 

Leaving prison after serving a 
term for robbery, Scotland Yard 
keeps a close watch on Stephenson 
when he returns to the cellar pub 
used as a hideout. His sweetheart, 
who fell for a wealthy blighter dur- 
ing Stephenson’s incarceration, com- 
mits suicide. Latter resumes his 
career of opening safes while posing 
as a plano tuner. 

A new blonde enters his life in 
the person of the secretary of the man 
who was responsible for the other 
girl’s ruin. She falls for Stephenson | 
and tries to pave the way for him| 





| to go straight and try for a concert 
| pianist career. 
| the home of his benefactor, whom he | 
'plans to rob, they quarrel over the | 


During a recital at! 


suicide of Stephenson’s first sweet- 
heart and the benefactor is shot by | 
Stephenson’s pal. 

Scotland Yard manhunt ensues. | 
The pal is finally cornered, absolves | 
Stephenson of the shooting and he | 
is off to South America to begin life | 
anew with his new Irte partner. 

Direction, photography and editing 
don’t rise above ordinary standards, 
but art work and sets are praise- 
worthy. 


POISON PEN 


(BRITISH MADE) 
London, July 4. 


Associated British preduction and release, 
Stars Flora Robson; features Robert Newton, 
Ann Todd. Directed by Paul L. Stein, 
Screen play. William Freshman, Doreen 
Montgomery from stage play ef same name 
by Richard Llewellyn; additional dialog, 
Esther McCracken, N. (©. Hunter; camera 
Philip Tannura. At Piccadilly, London. 
Running time, 81 MINS, 

i a Eee oweey Pee rer ree Flora Robson 
oo Pe eee rere ore Reginald Tate 
LEEPER EEE CP UER TCC E Tee re Ann Todd 
DUNS 66:ed oa b4eO00008 68 Geoffrey Toone 
Colonel Cashelton....s....+.4 Athole Stewari 
Mrs. Cashelton................-Mary Hinton 
Peter Cashelton......... Cyril Chamberlain 
Fe SPP eer rr ee Edward Chapman 
SOs 5 cn kd tab awse 66-44 Robert Newton 
i ee EP Ee SP ete eee Belle Chrystall 
Connie Fateley.......cc.ee; Catherine Lacey 
Inspector Colclough....... Charles Mortimer 





An almost photographic replica of 
the stage play which enjoyed a 
modest London success last year. 
Not a savory subject, with no happy 
ending to give it uplift, and most 
likely to appeal to local audiences 
with a taste for unrelieved misery. 

A peaceful English village is 
lorded over by the Squire and his 


lady, the vicar, his motherless 
daughter, and spinster sister who 
keeps house for him. Stark trag- 
edy is engendered through the in- 
sidious poison that begins to filter in 
through the cottage letterboxes. Un- 
traceable letters commence arriving 
in almost every home, turning hus- 
band against wife, and lover against 
sweetheart. The little seamstress 
hangs herself from the church belfry 
because evil tongues attribute the 
anonymous scurrility to her as she is 
a ‘foreigner,’ which means she was 
not born and bred in the hamlet. A 
fiercely jealous villager in a drunken 
frenzy shoots the man he is told is 
having an affair with his wife; and 
the betrothal between the vicar’s 
daughter and her lover from Austra- 
lia is nearly broken through the 
lying, unknown pen. 

With the coming of police and 
handwriting expert the search nar- 
rows down to the vicarage and the 
horrified priest finds it is his own 
sister who is responsible for the de- 
struction of the peace of the com- 
munity. No home of her own, no 
man to mother, no child of her flesh, 
years and years of inhibition result- 
ing in an unbalanced brain. The 
fierce desire to keep her niece from 
marrying and leaving home, having 
brought her up from babyhood, is 
the main plea of the frenzied 
woman, when cornered, and she 
finds peace over a cliff edge before 
the police can reach her. 

Too much early footage is used in 
impressing rustic atmosphere on the 
audience, and story could have been 
more dramatic, if more condensed. 
Flora Robson gives a fine depiction 
of the twistings of a warped mind, 
and has excellent support by Regi- 
nald Tate as her brother; Robert 
Newton as the tormented husbar”’ 
and Catherine Lacey as the poor 
hounded suspect. Village types and 
atmosphere splendidly reproduced. 
and entire production could scarcely 


have been bettered. But it is a 
sordid theme, and not evervbody’s 
meat. Clem. 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, July 11. 

‘See Your Doctor’ is release tag on 
‘Bee Sting’ at Metro. 

‘Take a Cue’ is new handle on 
Metro’s Pete Smith short, ‘Here's 
Your Cue.’ ; é 

‘Midnight Flight’ is latest monicker 
for Republic’s ‘Flight at Midnight.’ 

Universal switched from ‘Million 
Dollar Racket’ to ‘Mis. g Evidence.’ 

‘Once Upon a Time’ is new title for 
the Hans Christian Andersen tale, 
‘Stranger at Home,’ at Goldwyn’s. 

‘Tropic Fury’ replaced ‘Fury of the 
Tropics’ at Universal. 

Harry Sherman changed “The Dou- 
ble Dyed Deceiver’ to ‘The Llano 

id.’ 

_— at Paramount became 
‘The White Flame.’ 
‘Give Us This Night’ is release title 


| production, 





on Universal's ‘Modern Cinderella.’ 


Two Gun Troubador 


Spectrum Pictures release of C. C, Burr 





Stars Fred Scott, Directed by 
Raymond K, Johnson. Screenplay by Rich- 
ard L. Bare and Philip Dunham: songs by 
June Hershey and Don Swander; camera. 
Elmer Dyer and Walter Blueme! At 
Arena, N. Y., July 4, ‘3%, duai. Running 
time, 58 MINS, 
OS Se a eee Fred Scott 
Weeten Bradhetd. ..ccccscies: Claire Rochelle 
Se err OO0s006 + > ced John Merton | 
er rere Horry Harvey | 
3 | GE rey Peres Carl Matthews | 
3. 8 EP re Bull Fiddle Bill Lenhart : 
Billy Barton as boy..... Harry Harvey, Jr. ! 
; Tom Bradfield ............. ..Buddy Kelley | 
WOON RUNMEI. ¢ i070 kaed te essa Gene Howard 
| a) a SS Oe William Woods 





Masked hero, who plays modern 
Robin Hood a la ‘Lone Ranger,’ 
makes this cactus meller palatable | 
and away from usual routine. Abil- 
ity of the film’s hero, Fred Scott. to 
warble also helps over the rough 
spots. j 

Fable of the masked troubador 
centers about the roundup of a cat- | 
tle-rustling gang that murdered his 
father 20 years before. While it rings 
in numerous familiar western epi- 


! sodes, the identity of the swift-rid- | 


ing, black-cloaked daredevil is care- | 
fully concealed until the high spot of | 
the picture. 
serves as a coverup in his unrav 
the mystery of his father’s strange | 
death. | 

Dialog is as weak as most outdoor 
opuses. ‘Che tunes, best of which is 
‘Cowboy and the Schoolmarm,’ pro- | 
vide sprightly bits between actionful | 
scenes. Star sings acceptably and | 


Steffes Drafted as Paid Prez of NW 
Allied; Convention Rejects Film Code 





| IA Seeks Control 





(Continued from page 6) 





will consider any reasonable 
quests, but refused to reopen entire 
agreement to negotiations. The SAG 
is standing firm on its demand that 
all current contracts be revised to 
conform with standard pact to be 
adopted when licensing agreement 
becomes operative. 

No change will be demanded in 


‘current pacts where actor has a term; 
|agreement with studios, but all ex-; film-buying circuit may be formed. 


isting pacts with freelance players 
will be redrafted and _ probably 
limited to one year. Unless an 


His mad marauding | agreement is reached shortly after | 
eling return to Coast of Kenneth Thom- | 


son, SAG executive secretary, SAG 


will proceed to license bookers with- | 


out waiting for an agreement with 


| the AMG. 


Indie Chiseling Nipped 
Fight by film guilds and crafts to 


re- ; 


> 


| Minneapolis, July 13. 

! Meeting in closed-door session, the 
Northwest Allied convention today 
: (Tuesday) drafted W. A. (Al) 
| Steffes to continue as president of 
the body, but this time as a paid 


officer. Salary, while not disclosed, 
| reported at around $5,200 per an- 
num. Pact is for two years. 


| Other salient conclusions were the 
rejection of the film code as’ stands 
, at present; opposition to any in- 
| creased film costs; and for exhibs to 
' 
} 


' 
‘ 


stall any buying unti! September, 
when the much discussed Allied 


| Oklahoma Allied 


Revives Pool Idea 

Oklahoma City, July 11. 
Some sharp points of debate are 
expected to arise in the forthcoming 
meeting of members of the organiza- 
| tion committee of the Allied Theatre 
Owners of Oklahoma to be held here 


makes a carefree cowboy out to, stop asserted wage chiseling in the | within the next few weeks, according 


right a wrong. He shows up with a} 
new leading lady, Claire Rochelle, a 
looker who may develop. 


Aside | 


independent field has been taken to 
the State Labor Commissioner. The 


from Bill Lenhart, a youngster, sup- | Society of Motion Picture Film Edi- 
port is ragged. Raymond K. Johnson | tors has approved filing of charges | tion’ as some put it, taken by the 


stresses movement in his direction. pe Robert Irving Jahns, an editor, 


Wear. 


against Harry Webb, prexy of Metro- 
|politan Picture Corp. Editor claims 
|he was foreed by Webb to kick back 


RAPPEL IMMEDIAT | $100 of $300 he received for cutting 


(‘Immediate Call’) 


(FRENCH-MADE) 
Paris, July 1. 
Compagnie Francaise du Cinema release 
of Milo production. Stars Eric Von Stro- 
heim, Mirielle Balin, Roger Duchesne. Di- 
rected by Leon Mathot. Scenario, Andre- 


Paul Antoine; adaptation, Andre-Pau! An- 
toine; camera, Christian Gaveu, Mere, 


Floury; music, Michel Levine. At the 
Max-Linder, Paris. Running time, 85 
MINS. 

Captin Stanley Wells...Erich Von Stroheim 
Pe eg Rye rT Terrie Mirielle Balin 
Pierre Deschamps..........Roger Duchesne 





Based on the critical events of last 
September, ‘Rappel Immediat’ (‘Im- 


mediate Call’) is an unconvincing | situation and promptly settled the | 


mixture of comedy and drama, fur- 
ther damaged by the casting of Eric 
Von Stroheim as a mysterious Amer- 
ican diplomat. Despite the timely 
subject matter, the film is due for 
limited success here, with little 
chance elsewhere. 

Capt. Stanley Wells (Von Stro- 
heim), who dashes about the Euro- 
pean capitals with highly important 
diplomatie assignments, has a capri- 
cious American actress-wife, Helen 
Wells (Mirielle Balin), of French 
origin, who keeps that secret for pro- 
fessional reasons. Tired of living in 
a mysterious, international millieu 
with a husband who is secretive and 
who sacrifices her for her work, she 
ultimately falls for an actor (Du- 
chesne). 

To cast Stroheim as a Yankee dip- 
lomat shows a total lack of compre- 
hension of the American character. 
Stroheim just bristles all over with 
his German origin, physically and 
mentally. Miss Balin carries off her 
role pleasantly. Unconvincingly, 
though, is the young, alluring Miss 
Wells ever having loved the older, 
severe, heavy Von Stroheim. The 
loss of his wife fails to elicit the 
slightest bit of sympathy from the 
audience despite his obvious sincer- 
ity, big-heartedness and his role as 
peace-maker. Duchesne is convinc- 
ing. He’s coming along fast and is 
being developed as a sort of French 
Robert Taylor. The minor, comical 
eharacters do an _ excellent job. 
Photos and dialog are good. 


DARRIEUX WINS IN 
$55,000 FRENCH SUIT 


Paris, July 11. 








| Port of Hate,’ a six-reel feature. 

Threatened strike of 200 studio 
painters at Metro over the painting 
of a mechanical horse used for trick 
| process shots was averted when stu- 
| dio agred work was within the juris- 
‘diction of Motion Picture Painters 
| Local 644. Herbert Sorrell, business 
|representative of painters, ordered 
i'men to walk out when Jerry Mayer, 
|studio manager, insisted the horse 
| should be painted by William Jack- 
{son, a scenic artist. 

Pat Casey was called into the 
;controversy by advising Jackson to 
| Join Local 644. The scenic artist 
| laid $100 on the line and was granted 
la temporary work permit pending 
jaction by Local 644 membership on 
his application. Painters agreed to 
return to work after remaining idle 
in paint shop for few minutes be- 
fore start of 2 p.m. shift. 

Screen Publicists Guild renews ne- 
gotiations with producers this week, 
following unsuccessful effort to get 
together with committee of studio 
Managers on minimum wage pact. 
Producers offered minimum of $90 
week for seniors, but flacks insisted 
offer be upped to $100. Managers 
stated wide pay range at present 
made it almost impossible to agree 
on a standard minimum that would 
be fair to all studios and at the same 
time acceptable by the Publicists. 

Dr. Towne Nylander, NLRB re- 
gional director, is in Washington for 
conferences with board members on 
pending film cases. Most important 
of these is demand by Jeff Kibre for 
an investigation of charges of col- 
lusion between the producers and 
IATSE tops to control labor situa- 
tion, and request of the Screen Writ- 
ers Guild for reopening of hearing 
on complaint charging major film 
companies with unfair labor prac- 
tice. Decision on various cases is 
expected when director returns to 
his desk this week. The board has 
instructed Dr. Nylander to settle the 
Kibre complaint, but the petitioner 
protested any settlement pending 
completion of the IATSE-Local 37 
trial in Superior Court. 





Fifteenth civil tribunal has de-| 
cided that Danielle Darrieux can- | 
not be held liable to pay 2,000,000 | 
francs ($55,000) damages to the Re- | 
gina Society for alleged breach of | 
contract. 

In this case, as with others in 
which the French actress was sued 
recently in civil courts, her at orney 
argued that the scenario was shown 
her and that she refused to act in 
the role outlined because she did not 
like them. He also contended that 
the ‘agreements’ never got beyond | 
the conversational stage. 


Block Goes Goldwyn 


Bertram Block, formerly with, 
Metro as eastern play editor, has | 
been signed by Samuel Goldwyn as | 
eastern story editor. Block suc-. 
ceeds Miriam Howell. recently re- | 
signed because of illness. | 

He is now on the Coast conferring 
with Goldwyn, flying out from New 
York last Thursday (6). 


| 
j 
' 





{charging breach of contract. 
_ charged May 10, Nicholls claims his 





Nicholl’s Suit vs. Repub. 
Charges Contract Break 


Los Angeles, July 11. 
George Nicholls, Jr., director, filed 
suit for $5,500 again-t Republic, 
Dis- 


contract was valid until July 1. He 
asks 71-3 weeks’ salary at $750 
weekly. 

His last job at Republic was ‘Man 
of Conquest, studio’s first high- 
budget production. 





Sandrich Pacts In 
Hollywood, July 11. 


Paramount lot to start his new pro- 
ducer-director contract after a siesta 
in New York. 

New pact was the result of ‘Man 
About Town,’ his first chore at Par. 


to present plans. 


Dissension within the ranks has 
arisen due to action or ‘lack of ae- 


national Allied States convention. A 
iarge element within the organization 
has demurred against affiliation of 
| the organization with Allied States 
land is expected to raise a demand 
— the group be restored to a 
strictly independent status. 


| Also up for discussion will be the 
now w.k. buying pool which has been 
| kicked around a good deal during the 
|; past two months. Efforts to organ- 
| ize the pool have not been success- 
ful as Allied of Oklahoma voted 
| down any association sponsorship of 
| the plan and those interested pre- 
| ferred not to go ahead until more 
| Strength for the pool was definitely 
| in sight. 

| The first annual convention of the 
| organization had been previously set 
| for September and it is expected that 
convention plang will be ironed out 
at this meeting. 


TAX HOLDOUTS 
WIN, QUEBEC 
REOPENS 11 


Quebec City, July 11. 

This city’s 11 theatres, dark since 
June 2, reopened yesterday (10) and 
played to big houses after a picture- 
less spell of nearly six weeks. Writ- 
ten assurance was given by Premier 
Maurice Duplessis to exhibitors and 
city officials that at the next session 
of the Quebec Legislature a law 
would be passed rescinding the sur- 
tax called for, in the last Quebec City 
private bill. 

The film houses closed in protest 
against a 10% increase in the amuse- 
ment tax which totaled up a pay- 
ment of 40% of grosses in the form 
of 23 different kinds of taxation. 
The theatres bore the increased levy 
for the whole month of May and 
closed June 2 after the fans refused 
to absorb the additional admish 
charges. 

Squawks went up from powerful 
citizen groups as well as from the 
theatres, and after plenty of buck- 
|passing the government finally 
'stepped- in and ended a situation 
which was hitting tourist biz and 
| generally demoralizing trade in the 
' city. Two theatres, unaffected by the 
tax, in Levis, across the St. Law- 
rence, did a landoffice biz for a short 
time until public found that ferry 
charges boosted the cost too high. 

Some 135 employes are back to 
work and $2,500 old amusement tax 
is flowing back into the city’s coffers, 
but the loss has been heavy on both 
sides. Quebec City has been the 
scapegoat for Montreal, where simi- 
lar increases had been considered 
and are now abandoned on the fail- 
ure of the Quebec experiment. 











Reported that the city of Quebec 
Mark Sandrich checked in at the 


will apply to the Provincial Legisla- 
_ture for permission to place a 5% 
tax on liquor to make up for the 
removal of the 10% surtax on pice 
ture house admissions. City liquor 
tax. is currently 2%. 
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MOVES TO OUST 
FOX THEATRES 
? TRUSTEES 


Federal Judge John C. Knox in 
N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) signed an 
order directing a hearing to be held 
before him on July 21, at which time 
the applications of certain stock- | 
holders and creditors to vacate the 
order of former Judge Martin T. | 
Mantun, appointing Milton C. Weis- 
man and Kenneth Steinreich as trus- 
tees of Fox Theatres Corp. will be 
heard. 

Juage Knox at this time will go 
into the question of who is to pay 
the expense of a hearing before a | 
referee on Weisman’s final report as | 
receiver of the company, and who 
will pay a new receiver, should the | 
jobs be taken from Weisman and 
Steinreich. Lastly will be the ques- | 
tion as to whether a stay should be 
issued preventing Weisman from dis- | 
posing of Fox Theatres property un- | 
til the final report is checked. Both | 
stockholders and bondholders com- 
mittees are objecting to the report, 
and to Weisman’s conduct while re- 
ceiver. 

Georgia Trust’s Petition 


The Trust Co. of Georgia, general 
creditors of Fox Theatres Corp. for 
$400,000, on Friday (7) petitioned 
the N. Y. federal court to remove 
the assets of the corporation from 
the hands of Weisman, former re- 
ceiver and now co-trustee. with 
Steinreich. The trust company was | 
defeated in its appeal in the circuit 
court of appeals for a preferred po- 
sition, which would have entitled it 
to full payment of its claim, which 
had been reduced from $1,000,000 
instead of the 8% dividend given 
general creditors. However, the 
Georgia Trust Co. still objects to the 
confirmation of Weisman’s report. 

It is claimed that irreparable dam- 
ag- will be done to creditors to allow 
the trustees to continue to.manage 
Fox Theatres affairs until their ap- 
peal is decided. A request for the 











j 
} 





appointment of a temporary receiver 
for the company’s assets. and the 
transfer to that receiver of the as- 
sets by Weisman and Steinreich, is 
asked. 


TEAM GABLE-LOY IN. 
M-G ‘PRIDE’ FOR SEPT. 


Hollywood, July 11. 

Next job for Clark Gable on the 
Metro home lot is ‘Spur of Pride,’ a 
co-starreer with Myrna Loy, slated to 
roll early in September. Yarn is 
based on a novel by Percival Wren, 
author of ‘Beau Geste.’ 

Start of ‘Spur’ depends on com- 
pletion of ‘The Return of the Thin 
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Man, in which Miss Loy co-stars 
with William Powell, beginning 
about July 15. Meanwhile, Gable 
will take a vacation. 





Miss Loy and her husband, Ar- 
thur Hornblow, Jr., arrived in N. Y. 
from a brief European vacation on 
Monday (10). 





Budd Rogers Acquires 


Principal Exchange 


Sherman S. Krellberg’s Principal 
Film Exchange of New York has 
been taken over by Budd Rogers. 
Arthur Greenblatt will be exchange 
manager for Rogers. 

Understood deal was not an out- 
right sale but provides for Krellberg 
to get a percentage of profits, with 
Rogers to foot the cost of operating 
the exchange. Latter is American 


rep for the British Alliance Films, | 


Ltd., and also distributes independ- 
ent British and American pictures. 


Murphy Vice O’Keefe 


Hollywood, July 11, 
George Murphy took Dennis 
O’Keefe’s place in Metro’s ‘Henry 
Goes to Arizona’, which rolled yes- 
a with Edwin L. Marin direct- 
g. ‘ 
O'Keefe is still laid up with injur- 
ies sustained in recent motor crash. 








‘RIO’ FOR RATHBONE 


Hollywood, July 11. 
Prior commitment caused Basil 
Rathbone to pull out of the cast of 
‘The “Hunchback of Notre Dame’ at 
RKC. 
Actor is slated to start this week 
in Universal’s ‘Rio.’ 









































































































































WEEK | Rev. ; R. 
OF in TITLE TYPE | Co. | TALENT Min. 
RELEASE Var. | » if 
4/28 39 OKLAHOMA TRAIL w Col C. Starrett-I. Meredith 
Aine 5/17 CALLING DR. KILD/.RE D M-G L, Ayres-L. Barrymore 86 
5/10 BOYS’ REFORMATORY D Mono Frankie Darro 62 
4/12 LADY’S FROM KENTUCKY D Par G. Raft-E. Drew-H. Herbert 715 
5/3 BLUE MONTANA SKIES w Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette 56 
4/5 VERNON AND IRENE CASTLE D RKO F, Astaire-G. Rogers 90 
5/10 THE ROOKIE COP M RKO K. Holt-J. Shaw-V. Weidler 60 
4/26 RETURN OF CISCO KID D 20th W. Baxter-L. Bari 70 
6/21 FOR LOVE OR MONEY D U J. Lang-R. Kent 67 
1/25 CAN’T GET AWAY WITH M’DER M WB H,. Bogart-G. Paige-B. Halop 75 
5/5/39 7/12 | OUTSIDE THESE WALLS M | Col D. Costello-M. Whalen 57 
ae 5/3 LUCKY NIGHT CD | M-G | M. Loy-R. Taylor-J. Aller 89 
5/3 UNION PACIFIC D Par B. Stanwyck-J. McCrea 136 
5/10 SORORITY HOUSE Cc RKO A. Shirley-J. Ellison 60 
5/17 CHASING DANGER CD 20th P. Foster-L. Barri-W. Vern: 1 60 
4/19 | CODE OF THE STREETS D U H. Carey-F. Thomas 72 
5/3 CONFESSIONS OF NAZI SPY D WwB E. G. Robinson-F. Lederer 103 
5/1239. 4/26 BLIND ALLEY D Col C. Morris-Bellamy-Dvorak 68 
/ J 5/17 TELL NO TALES D M-G M. Douglas-L, "1 ‘t 68 
DOWN WYOMING TRAIL w Mono Tex Ritter 
5/10 SOME LIKE IT HOT Cc Par B. Hope-S. Ross-G. Krupa 63 
THREE TEXAS STEERS Ww Rep Three Mesquiteers 
6/7 PANAMA LADY M RKO L. Ball-A, Lane 64 
5/10 ROSF OF WASHINGTON SQ. D 20th T. Power-A. Faye-A. Jolson 90 
5/17 TORCHY RUNS FOR MAYOR Cc WB G. Farrell-B. MacLane 58 
5/19/39 5/17 IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD CD M-G C. Colbert-J. Stewart-Kibbee 84 
/ ( 5/24 WOLF CALL D Mono Movita-J. Carroll 61 
5/10 HOTEL IMPERIAL D Par I. Miranda-R, Milland 78 
4/12 MAN OF CONQUEST D Rep R. Dix-G. Patrick 96 
SOUTHWARD, HO! w Rep R. Rogers-M. Hart 
6/21 BOY FRIEND Cc 20th J. Withers-A. Whelan-Hvmer 70 
5/17 EX-CHAMP cD U V. McLaglen-T. Brown-N. Gray 72 
6/14 MISSING DAUGHTERS D Col R. Arlen-M. Marsh-R. Hudson 63 
6/28 SWEEPSTAKE’S WINNER Cc WB M. Wilson-J. Davis 59 
5/26/39 5/17 ONLY ANGELS HAVE WINGS D Col J. Arthur-C. Grant 120 
{ &9, 5/24 BRIDAL SUITE cD M-G Annabella-R. Young-B. Burke 69 
5/24 UNMARRIED cD Par B. Jones-H. Twelvetrees 64 
2/1 STOLEN LIFE D Par E. Bergner-W. Lawson 65 
6/14 THE ZERO HOUR M Rep F. Inescort-O. Kruger-A. Ames 62 
5/31 | RACKETEERS OF RANGE w RKO | George O’Brien-M. Reynolds 62 
5/24 | THE GORILLA Cc Oth Ritz Bros.-A, Louise 65 
7/5 THEY ASKED FOR IT cD U Lundigan-J. Hodges-A. Whalen 61 
5/10 CAITAIN FURY D UA B. Aherne-V. McLacien 91 
5/17 CODE OF SECRET SERVIC" M wB R. Reagan-R. Towne 58 
6/2/39 5/3 TRAPPED IN THE SKY M Col J. Holt-K. De Mille 61 
ea 6/7 ACROSS THE PLAINS W | Mono | Jack Randall 54 
5/17 GRACIE ALLEN MURDER CASE C Par G. Allen-W. William 74 
6/21 S.0.8.—TIDAL WAVE M Rep K. Sutten-R. Byrd 60 
5/24 GIRL FROM MEXICO cD RKO Lupe Velez-D. Woods vp | 
JONES FAMILY IN HP LLYWOOD C Z0th J. Prouty-S. Byington 60 
6/14 INSIDE INFORMATION M U J. Lang-D. Foran-H. Carey 59 
_MAN WHO DARED D WB C. Grapewin-J. Bryan 
a 9/20 ARIZONA COWBOY w Col C. Starrett-I. Meredith 
6/9/39 5/31 | 6,000 ENEMIES D | M-G | W. Pidgeon-R. Johnson 61 
SHOULD A GIRL MARRY? M Mono A. Nagle-W. Hull 
6/7 UNDERCOVER DOCTOR M Rep L. Nolan-J. C. Naish-J. Logan 67 
7/12 | MOUNTAIN RHYTHM w Rep | G. Autry-S. Burnette $2 
6/7 YOUNG MR. LINCOLN D 20th H. Fonda-A. Brady-M. Weaver 101 
6/7 SUN NEVER SETS D U D. Fairbanks, Jr.-B. Rathbone 98 
4/26 | JUAREZ D | WB P. Muni-B. Davis-B. Ahern 125 
6/16/39 5/31 | TARZAN FINDS A SON M | m-G | J. Weissmuller-M. O’Sullivan 81 
owe 5/10 INVITATION TO HAPPINESS D Par I. Dunne-F. MacMurray 97 
7/12 IN OLD CALIENTE Ww Rep R. Fogers-M. Hart-G. Hayes 55 
6/7 GIRL AND GAMBLER D | RKO | F. Inescort-O. Kruger-A. Ames 62 
6/7 CHARLIE CHAN IN RENO M 20th S. Toler-R. Cortez-P. Brooks 65 
NANCY DREW, TR’BLE SHOOTER D WB B. Granville-F. Thomas, Jr. 
6/23/39 6/21 | CLOUDS OVER EUROPE Di! Col L. Olivier-V. Hobson 93 
/69/ 6/7 MAISIE cD M-G R. Young-Ann Sothern 72 
7/5 GRAND JURY SECRETS M Par J. Howard-G. Patrick 68 
3/22 HERITAGE OF DESERT ‘Ww Par D. Woods-E. Venable 73 
6/21 | FIVE CAME BACK M | RKO | C. Morris-W. Barrie 15 
GIRL FROM BROOKLYN cD 20th A, Faye-W. Baxter-Treacher 
5/24 KID FROM KOKOMO Cc WB W. Morris-J. Blondel.-1. O’Brien 90 
6/30/39 PARENTS ON TRIAL D Col J. Parker-J, Downs 
6/28 GOOD GIRLS GO TO PARIS cD Col J. Blondell-M. Douglas 90 
6/28 STRONGER THAN DESIRE cD M-G | W. Pidgeon-V. Bruce-I. Chase 77 
7/5 BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S BRIDE M Par J. Howard-H. Angel-H.B.Warner 55 
7/12 | WYOMING OUTLAW w Rep Three Mesquiteers 58 
7/12 SAINT IN LONDON M RKO G. Sanders-S. Gray 77 
STUNT PILOT D Mono | J. Trent-M. Reynolds 70 
6/14 HOUSE OF FEAR M U W. Gargan-I. Hervey 65 
TIMBER STAMPEDE w RKO | G. O’Brien-M. Reynolds 
6/14 IT COULD HAPPEN TO YOU cD 20th | G. Stuart-S. Erwin-J. Gale Ps 8 
7/7/39 A WOMAN IS THE JUDGE M Col R. Hudson-O. Kruger-Inescort 
1/5 ON BORROWED TIME D M-G L.Barrymore-B.Bondi-U. Merkel 95 
6/14 MAN ABOUT TOWN Cc Par J. Benny-D. Lamour-E. Arnold 82 
7/12 CAREER cD RKO A. Shirley-E. Ellis-J. Archer 79 
6/28 MICKEY, THE KID cD Rep B. Cabot-R. Byrd-T. Ryan 68 
11/16 MOTO TAKES VACATION M 20th P. Lorre-V. Field-L. Atwill 65 
FORGOTTEN WOMAN M U S. Gurie-D. Briggs-E. Arden 
7/5 HELL’S KITCHEN D wB Dead End Kids-R. Reagan 82 
THE MAN FROM SUNDOWN Ww Col C. Starrett-I. Meredith 
v/ 14/ 39 7/5 THEY ALL COME OUT cD M-G R. Johnson-T. Neal 68 
7/12 MILLION DOLLAR LEGS Cc Par B.Grable-J.Hartley-D.O’Connor 64 
7/5 SHE MARRIED A COP cD Rep P. Regan-J. Parker 66 
7/5 SECOND FIDDLE MU 20th T. Power-Henie-Vallee 87 
7/12 | THEY SHALL HAVE MUSIC D UA J. Heifetz-J. McCrea-A. Leeds 120 
UNEXPECTED FATHER . Cc U Baby Sandy-Auer D. O’Keefe 
WATERFRONT M WB D. Morgan-G. Dickson 
; BLONDIE TAKES VACATION C Col | P. Singleton-A. Lake 
v/ 21, 39 7/12 | A. HARDY GETS SPRING FEVER CD M-G L. Stone-M. Rooney-C, Parker &8 
MAN FROM TEXAS . Ww Mono Tex Ritter 
WAY DOWN SOUTH cD RKO B. Breen-A. Mowbray 
THE MAGNIFICENT FRAUD D Par A. Tamiroff-L. Nolan-M. Boland 
NEWS IS MADE AT NIGHT D 20th P. Foster-L. Bari-R. Gleason 
I STOLE A MILLION M U G. Raft-C. Trevor 
WINTER CARNIVAL Cc UA A. Sheridan-R, Carlson 
6/21 DAUGHTERS COURAGEOUS cD WB Lane Sisters-J. Garfield-G. Page | 107 
7700/80. 5/17 GOODBYE, MR. CHIPS cD M-G | R. Donat-G. Sarson 110 
7/28/39 ISLAND OF LOST MEN D | Par | A.M. Wong-J. C. Naish-E. Blore 
THE SPELLBINDER cD RKO | L. Tracy-B. Read-P. Kn wies 
: COLORADO SUNSET Ww Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette 
6/21 | SUSANNAH OF MOUNTIES cD 20th | S. Tempie-K. Scott-M. Lockwood 17 
THE COWBOY QUARTERBACK C WE B. Wheeler-M. Wilson 
8/4/39 HIDDEN POWER cD Col J. Holt-G. Michael-D. Moore 
// MEN IN THE SERVICE D Col R. Scott-R. Bellamy-F. Dee 
LADY OF THE TROPICS D M-G R. Taylor-H. Lamarr 
RENEGADE TRAIL w Par *V. Boyd-R. Hayden-G. Hayes 
NIGHT WORK Cc Par M.Boland-C.Ruggles-J.Mathews 
7/3 BACHELOR MOTHER Cc RKO G. Rogers-D. Niven 80 
SHOULD HUSBANDS WORK? CD Rep J.Gleas’n-L.Gleas’n-H.Da\ nport 
E. MAXWELL’S HOTEL, WOMEN CD 20th L. Darnell-J. Ellison-A. Sothern 
FOUR FEATHERS D UA J. Clements-J. Duprez 


HAYS, DOUG, JR. 
ADDRESS NEA 
CONVENTION 


San Francisco, July 11, 
America’s motion picture industry, 
| in response to teacher request, is ex. 
panding its program of cooperation 
with American education, 15,000 


delegates to the National Education 
Association convention were told 
here last week by Will H. Hays. The 
president of Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers and Distributors of America 
declared that success of the program 
depended on mutual understanding 
and cooperative endeavors. 

‘Your future and ours,’ he said ‘de- 
pends upon our joint success in 
maintaining the opportunity for the 
individual to follow pursuits of his 
own choosing, motivated by his an- 
ticipation of just reward for his pri- 
vate enterprise, limited only by such 
minimum: restrictions as the com- 
| mon good requires. 

‘Certainly,’ Hays continued, ‘one 
way to help insure our tradition of 
liberty in business, as well as per- 
| sonal relationships, is to give the 
youth of today, as vividly as pos- 
sible, knowledge of its background 
and antecedents. 

‘In such a purpose the motion pic- 
ture makes an important centribu- 
tion. Never was there at any time, 
anywhere before, a mirror which so 
| completely and faithfully reflects 
the progress and failures, the cul- 
ture or lack of it, the economic, po- 
litical and social stress and strains 
of the whole human family as the 
photoplay. It is a school which is 
‘never out.’ 

One part of the industry’s pro- 
gram, Hays announced, lay in adop- 
tion of the recommendations of a 
distinguished committee of educa- 
tors, making available to schools for 
classroom use non-current theatri- 
cal short film subjects. 

Earlier in the week, Douglas Fair- 
banks, Jr., spoke at the annual ban- 
quet of the Elementary School Prin- 
cipals of the NEA, 

‘The last time I spoke out before 
a body of educators, I was the re- 
cipient of a sound rap on the 
knuckles,’ Fairbanks said. 

Fairbanks said that he believes 
that the best democratic propaganda 
the American films can engage in is 
‘unconscious’ propaganda—the pro- 
duction of pictures dealing with his- 
toric incidents reflecting the devele 
opment of this nation, and its tri- 
umphant emergence from the prob- 
lems that have beset its path in the 
163 years of its existence. 

He declared that Hollywood has 
made only a few, tentative gestures 
toward propaganda—in contrast with 
foreign nations where, he said, ‘films 
are being made concerned mainly 
with praising certain other forms of 
government. 

‘The motion picture theatre in 
those nations,’ he went on, ‘is almost 
entirely devoted ‘under government 
supervision, to telling the audience 
that it is quite the happiest audience 
on the face of the earth. 

‘In democratic nations on the other 
hand, the audience itself is the con- 
trolling influence. If the audience 
wants the social order examined, the 
films will examine; if the audience 
seek: criticism, the films will criti- 
cize; if the audience wants fairy 
stories—well, we have ‘Snow White.’ 
‘It is of importance to note that 
some of the best pictures in recent 
months—and among the most enter- 
taining as well—have been based on 
historic incidents which, in theme 
selves, serve to emphasize the merits 
of democracy.’ 








IS THAT WHAT IT WAS? 
Los Angeles, July 11. 


Suit to void his managerial cone 
tract with the Lottie Horner agency 
was filed in Superior court by 
Eduardo Chavez, singer. 

Chavez claims he did not know 
what he was signing when he inked 
the pact. 





STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, July 11. 
Columbia bought ‘Freedom’ from 
Harold Shumate. : 
Harry Hoyt sold ‘Roundup Time in 
Reno’ to Republic. 
Warners acquired screen rights to 
the old George Broadhurst stage 
play, ‘The Man of the Hour.’ 
Columbia purchased ‘Double in 
Diamonds’ by Dalton Trumbo. 
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TWO OF THE BIGGEST SUMMER 
EERO ON RECORD FOR 


AUTO GITY MUoIG HALL 


_ First seven days skyrockets the year’s 
i \ hit comedy way up into the *100,000- 

© | a-week class—and this is JULY!... 
| Second week holds close to that same 
astonishing figure...as 
RKO RADIO’S sensational 
grosser readies to sweep 
pre-release showings in 
other important key runs 
coast to coast! 


BOY, IT’S GREAT TO HAVE 
A SHOW LIKE THIS IN THE 
GOOD OLD SUMMER TIME! 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, July 11. 
Pictures facing the cameras have taken an upturn, rising to 52 for cur- 
rent stanza as of June 28. Still needing 33 more before completing the 
current seaso:.’s product announcements (excepting Grand National, which 


still has 53 to go), studios are already aiming towards '39-40 commit- 
ments with 59 already finished or in work. 

Currently cutting are 83 features with 420 pictures either released or 
completed against this season’s total of 582 needed, 





Columbia 


Now Balance te 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in| 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
WOREETOR 2ccceeses 40 30 3 7 2 2 
WD ncces soe e 16 14 0 6 2 2 
ae ens 4 2 1 1 0 @ 
er 60 46 4 & 4 4 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘COAST GUARD,’ meller; produced by Fred Kohlmar; directed by 
Edward Ludwig; no writing credits released; photographed by Lucien 
Ballard. Cast: Randolph Scott, Ralph Bellamy, Frances Dee, Walter Con- 
nolly, Warren Hymer, Edmund MacDonald, Claire DuBrey, Beryl Wallace, 
Ann Doran, Linda Winters, Stanley Brown, Stanley Andrews, Lloyd 
Whitlock. 

‘A WOMAN IS THE JUDGE,’ drama; produced by Ralph Cohn for Irving 
Briskin unit; directed by Nick Grinde; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Rochelle Hudson, Otto Kruger, Frieda 
Inescort, Gordon Oliver, Mayo Methot, Walter Fenner, Arthur Loft, James 
Craig, George Anderson, Robert Sterling. 


‘MOUNTED POLICE NO. 2,’ action; produced by Harry Decker for | 


Irving Briskin unit; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; no writing credits re- 
leased; photographed by George Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris 
Meredith, Sons of the Pivneers, Lane Chandler, Stanley Brown, Kenneth 
McDonald, Eddie Cobb, Dick Curtis, Albert Morin, Hal Taliaferro, Harry 
Cording, Vernon Steele, Roger Gray. 

‘GOLDEN BOY,’ melodrania; produced by William Perlberg; directed by 
Rouben Mamoulian; screen play by Lewis Meltzer and Daniel Taradash 
from play by Clifford Odets; photographed by Karl Freund. Cast: Barbara 
Stanwyck, Adolph Menjou, William Holden, Joseph Calleia, Edward 
Brophy, Sam Levene, Beatrice Blinn, Don Beddoe, Lee Cobb, William 
Strauss. 

‘PARENTS ON TRIAL,’ drama; produced by Ralph Cohn for Irving 
Briskin unit; directed by Sam Nelson; screen: play by Gladys Atwater, 
J. Robert Bren and Lambert Hillyer; from original story by Gladys 
Atwater and J. Robert Bren; photographed by John Stumar. Cast: Jean 
Parker, Johnny Downs, Linda Terry, Noah Beery, Jr., Nana Bryant, Henry 
Kolker, Virginia Brissac. 

‘BLONDIE TAKES A VACATION,’ comedy; produced by Robert Sparks; 
directed by Frank Strayer; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Henry Freulich. Cast: Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake, Larry Simms, Eliza- 
beth Dunne, Robert Wilcox, Thomas Ross, Donald Meek, Harlan Briggs, 
ined. McBride, Arthur Housman, Harry Harvey, Emmett Vogan, Dave 

illock. 


‘FUGITIVE AT LARGE,’ formerly titled ‘CRIMINAL AT LARGE,’ 
meller (1939-40 release); produced by Larry Darmour; directed by Lewis 
D. Collins; screen play by Eric Taylor and Harvey Gates: original by Eric 
Taylor; photographed by James Brown. Cast: Jack Holt, Patricia Ellis, 
Stanley Fields, Arthur Hohl, Weldon Heyburn, Guinn Williams, Don 
Douglas, Leon Ames, Cy Kendall, 

Columbia Pix New in Production 


‘MR. SMITH GOES TO WASHINGTON,’ drama; produced and directed 
by Frank Capra; screen play by Sidney Buchman; photographed by Joseph 
Walker. Cast: Jean Arthur, James Stewart, Edward Arnold, Claude Rains, 
Guy Kibbee, Eugene Pallette, Beulah Bondi, Ruth Donnelly, Astrid Allwyn, 
Thomas Mitchell, Larry Simms, Harry Carey, Pierre Watkin, H. B. Warner, 
Maurice Costello, Porter Hall, Grant Mitchell, Wyndham Standing, John 
ince, Arthur Loft, Dickie Jones, Helen Jerome Eddy, Vera Lewis, Harry, 
Billy, Delmar and Gary Watson, Gene Morgan, George McKay, Evalyn 
Knapp, Dub Taylor, Dorothy Short, Stanley Andrews, Sam Ash. 

‘OVERLAND WITH KIT CARSON,’ historical western serial; produced 
by Jack Fier for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by Norman Deming and 
Sam Nelson; no writing credits released; photographed by Benjamin Kline 
and George Meehan. Cast: Bill Elliott, Iris Meredith, Treva Bardette, Dick 
Curtis, Hal Taliaferro, Flo Campbell, Dick Botilier, Stanley Brown, Don 
Beddoe, Jim Craig, Hank Bell, Richard Fiske, Bobbie Clark, John Tyrrell. 

‘THE MAN THEY COULD NOT HANG,’ meller; produced by Walt Mac- 
Donald for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by Nick Grinde; no writing 
credits released; photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Boris Karloff, 
Roger Pryor, Lorna Gray, Robert Wilcox, Ann Doran, Don Beddoe, Byron 
Foulger, Charles Trowbridge, Josef de Stefani, John Dilson, Walter Sande. 

‘FIVE LITTLE PEPPERS AND HOW THEY GREW,’ comedy-drama; 
|e eg by Jack Fier for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by Charles 

arton; taken from novel by Margaret Sidney Lothrop; photographed by 
Henry Freulich. Cast: Edith Fellows, Clarence Kolb, Dorothy Peterson, 
Ronald Sinclair, Dorothy Ann Seece, Tommy Bond, Charles Peck. 


Grand National 


Now Balance te 





Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Sheet- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
WE eéenciesss 68 13 0 2 53 53 


Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘EVERYTHING HAPPENS TO ANN,’ produced by Jack Skirball; directed 
by Al Christie; screen play by Fred Jackson, original by Dalton Trumbo; 
photographed by Charles Van Enger, Cast: Heather Angel, John King, 
Constance Collier, Robert Elliott, Walter Catlett, Wilbur Mack, Tom Dugan 
Emma Dunn. : 

‘THE MIRACLE OF MAIN STREET,’ melodrama; Arcadia production: 
eae by Jack Skirball; directed by Steve Sekely; screen aia by Fred 

ackson; original by Boris Ingster; photographed by Charles Van Enger. 
Cast: Margo, Walter Abel, Wynne Gibson, Veda Ann Borg, Lyle Talbot, 
Dorothy Devore, Pat Flaherty, Jane Darwell, William Collier, Sr. 


Metro 


’ Now Balance to 








Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
NE iio wsibes ‘ 50 42 7 6 1 1 
Selznick-Int’'l ..... 1 0 1 0 a 0 
EE 40a? dedtee 51 41 x q 1 1 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘BLACKMAIL,’ meller; produced by John W. Considine, Jr.; directed by 
Henry C. Potter; no writing credits released; photographed by Clyde De 
Vinna. Cast: Edward G. Robinson, Ruth Hussey, Nat Pendleton, John 
Wray, Arthur Hohl, Victor Kilian, Edward Chandler, George Cooper, Lee 
Phelps, Bill Fisher, Cy Kendall. 


‘A DAY AT THE CIRCUS’ (193{ -40 release), comedy; produced by Mer- 

vyn LeRoy; directed by Edward Buzzell; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Len Smith. Cast: Groucho, Chico and Harpo Marx, Florence 
Rice, Kenny Baker, Nat Pendleton, Margaret Dumont, Jerry Marenghi, 
Henry Sylvester, Irving Bacon, James Burke, Eddie Kilroy, Irene Cole- 
man, Granville Bates, Charles Camora, Anna Merkle, 
_ ‘NINOTCHKA, (1939-40 release), drama; sages ned A Sidney Franklin; 
directed by Ernst Lubitsch; no writing credits released; photographed by 
William Daniels. Cast: Greta Garbo, Melvyn Douglas, Ina Claire, Sig 
Rumann, Alexander Grenach, Felix Bressart, Gregory Gaye, Rolfe Sedan, 
Edwin Maxwell. 


‘MIRACLES FOR SALE,’ mystery-meller; no producer assignment; di- 
rected by Tod Browning; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Charles Lawton. Cast: Robert Young, Florence Rice, Lee Bowman, Henry 
Hull, Frank Craven, Frederick Worlock, Suzanne Kaaren, Astrid Allwyn, 
Gloria Holden, Harry Tyler, Walter Kingsford, John Davidson, Cliff Clark, 
Fred Warren, Chester Clute, Armand Kaliz, William Demarest, Charles 
Lane, Al Minjir. 

‘THE WIZARD OF OZ’ (Technicolor), produced by Mervyn LeRoy; 
directed by Victor Fleming; based on story by Frank L. Baum; photo- 
graphed by Harold Rosson; for Technicolor, Allan Dazey. Cast: Frank 
Morgan. Judy Garland, Ray Bolger, Bert Lahr, Jack Haley, Charley 
Grapewin, Billie Burke, Margaret Hamilton, Pat Walsh. 

‘I TAKE THIS WOMAN,’ formerly titled ‘NEW YORK CINDERELLA,’ 
produced by Lawrence Weingarten; directed by Frank Borzage; original 
story by Charles MacArthur; photographed by Charles Lawton. Cast: 
Spencer Tracy, Hedy Lamarr, Walter Pidgeon, Thurston Hall, Carlos Val- 
dez, Leonard Penn, ine Claire, Marjorie Main, Louis Calhern, Lana Turner, 
Mona —— Willie Best, Dwight Frye, Jack Carson, Frank Puglia, Adri- 
enne Ames. 


Metro Pix Now in Production 


photographed by Ernest Haller, replacing Lee Garmes; Technicolor photog- 
raphy by Ray Rennahan. Cast: Clark Gable, Vivien Leigh, Leslie Howard, 
Olivia de Haviland, Barbara O’Neil, Laura Hope Crews, Hattie McDaniel, 
Oscar Polk, Butterfly McQueen, Everett Brown, Victor Jory, Ann Ruther- 
ford, Evelyn Keyes, Thomas Mitchell, Carroll Nye, Jackie Moran, Harry 
Davenport. 


‘BABES IN ARMS’ (1939-40 release), musical; produced by Arthur 
Freed; directed by Busby Berkeley; from stage musical by Rodgers and 
Hart; photographed by. Ray June. Cast: Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland, 
Betty Jaynes, Douglas MacPhail, Henry Hull, Rand Brooks, Grace Hayes, 
Leni Lynn, Guy Kibbee, Charles Winninger, June Preisser. 


‘THE WOMEN,’ comedy-drama; produced by Hunt Stromberg; directed 
by George Cukor; screen play by Jane Murfin; from play by Clare Boothe; 
photographed by Oliver Marsh. Cast: Norma Shearer, Joan Crawford, 
Rosalind Russell, Joan Fontaine, Phyllis Povah, Muriel Hutchinson, Ruth 
Hussey, Virginia Grey, Ann Morris, Virginia Weidler, Lucille Watson. 


‘THE LADY OF THE TROPICS,’ meller; produced by Sam Zimbalist; 
directed by Jack Conway; original by Ben Hecht; photographed by George 
Folsey. Cast: Robert Taylor, Hedy Lamarr, Gloria Franklin, Mary Taylor, 
Ernest Cossart, Paul Poreasi, Joseph Schildkraut, Edward Kilroy, Abner 
Biberman, Claude King. 


‘THESE GLAMOUR GIRLS’ (1939-40 release), college drama; produced 
by Sam Zimbalist; directed by S. Sylvan Simon: original story by Jane 
Hall and Marion Parsonnet; photographed by Al Gilks. Cast: Lew Ayres, 
Lana Turner, Tom Brown, Richard Carlson, Mary Beth Hughes, Ann 
Rutherford, Marsha Hunt, Anita Louise, Owen Davis, Jr., Peter Hayes, 
Sumner Getchell. 

‘THEY ALL COME OUT,’ meller; (four-reel short being made into fea- 
ture-length picture) produced by Jack Chertok; directed by Jacques Tour- 
neur; no writing credits released; photographed by Paul Vogel. Cast: Rita 
Johnson, Tom Neal, Nerbard Nedell, Edward Gargan. 

‘THUNDER AFLOAT?’ (1939-40 release), meller; produced by J. Walter 
Ruben; directed by George Seitz; original story by Com. Harvey Haislip 
and Ralph Wheelwright; photographed by John Seitz. Cast: Wallace 
Beery, Chester Morris, Virginia Grey, Philip Terry, Douglas Dumbrille, 
Carl Esmond, Regis Toomey, John Qualen, Clem Bevans, Jonathan Hale, 
Phillip Terry, Charles Lane, Wade Boteler, Mitchell Lewis, Anthony 
Hughes, Henry Victor. 

‘BALALAIKA’ (1939-40 release), musical romance; produced by Law- 
rence Weingarten; directed by Reinhold Schunzel; screen play by George 
Oppenheimer and Ernest Vadja from Eric Maschwitz musical play; photo- 
graphed by Karl Freund. Cast: Nelson Eddy, Ilona Massey, Charles Rug- 
gles, Walter Woolf King, Joyce Compton, Lionel Atwill, Phillip Terry, 





Theodore Chaliapin, Jr., Abner Biberman, Dolly Frantz, 


Monogram 


Number Number 
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Now in Be Piaced Stories in 


of Pix Com- Sheet- Cutting Befere Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Reoms Cameras __ tion 
Features ....ceess 26 18 0 3 5 5 
Westerns eeeeeeeece 16 ll 0 1 4 4 
Total ..cccccecee 42 29 e 4 a 9 


Pictures in the cutting room: 

‘SHOULD A GIRL MARRY,’ formerly titled ‘THE GIRL FROM NO- 
WHERE,’ drama; produced by E. B. Derr; associate producer, Frank Mel- 
ford; directed by bert Hillyer; original screen play by Gayl Newbury 
and David Silverstein; photographed by Paul Ivano. Cast: Anne Neagle, 
Warren Hull, Mayo Methot, Aileen Pringle, Lester Mathews, Helen Brown, 
‘Sarah Padden, Gordon Hart, Edmond Elton, Robert Elliott, Claire Rochelle, 
Weldon Heyburn, 

Monogram Pix Now in Preduction 


‘MR. WONG IN CHINATOWN,’ mystery-meller; produced by W. T. 
Lackey; directed by William Nigh; original screen play by Scott Darling; 
based on the James Wong character created by Hugh Wiley; photo- 
graphed by Harry Neumann. Cast: Boris Karloff, Grant Withers, Lotus 
Long, Marjorie Reynolds, Peter George Lynn, Wm. Royle, Huntly Gordon, 
James Flavin, Richard Loo, Bessie Loo, Lee Tong Foo, Little Angelo, Guy 
Usher. 

‘THE GIRL FROM RIO,’ drama with songs (English and Spanish ver- 
sions); produced by E. B. Derr; associate producer, Jerrold Brandt; directed 
by Lambert Hillyer; original screen play by Milton Rason and John T. 
Neville; a by Paul Ivano. Cast: Movita, Warren Hull, Alan 
Baldwin, Ka i er, Clay Clement, Adele Pearce, Dennis Moore, Carle- 
ton Young, Soledad Jiminez, Richard Tucker. 

‘THE MAN FROM TEXAS,’ western with songs; produced by Edward 
Finney; directed by Al Herman; original screen play by Robert Emmett; 
photographed by Marcel Le Picard. Cast: Tex Ritter, Hal Price, Charles B. 
Wood, Vic Demoruelle, Jr., Roy Barcroft, Frank Wayne, Kenneth Duncan, 
Ruth Rogers, Tom London. 


Paramount 





Now Balance te 


Number Number New in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Sheot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
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Harry Sherman... x R 1 2 6 ® 
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Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘BEAU GESTE’ (1939-40 release), produced and directed by William A. 
Wellman; screen play by Robert Carson; from story by P. C. Wren; 
photographed by Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Gary Cooper, Ray Milland, Rob- 
ert Preston, Susan Hayward, J. Carrol Naish, Broderick Crawford, Brian 
Donlevy, Donald MacBride, James Stephenson, Charles Barton, G. P 
Huntley, Heather Thatcher, James Burke, Albert Dekker, Arthur Ayles- 
worth, Harry Woods, Harold Huber, gg Andrews, Donald O’Connor, 
David Holt, Martin Spellman, Ann Gillis, Harvey Stephens, Duke Green, 





(Continued on page 18) 





‘GONE WITH THE WIND’ (Technicolor), produced by David O. Selz- | 
nick; directed by Victor Fleming, replacing George Cukor; screen play by | 
Sidney Howard and Oliver H. P. Garret from novel by Margaret Mitchell; | 
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REPUBLIC BUFF 
HEAD NOT SET 
-AS YET 


Buffale, July 11. 

Jack Berkowitz’ withdrawal from 
Republic leaves the Buffalo office 
vacant with James R. Grainger due 
here this week to appoint new man- 
ager. Arthur Newman has been 
spotted for the Albany office, with 
Sam Seplowin continuing at Detroit. 

Otto Seigel, recently appointed 
Omaha branch manager for Univer- 
sal, left Thursday with his family to 
take up permanent residence there, 

The Lincoln, Manlius, N. Y., dark 
for over a year reopened by Leon 
D. Moody, Parish, N. Y. exhibitor, 

Harold B. Franklin in Buffalo 
over past weekend. 

Annual golf tournament and din- 
ner dance of Variety Club is slated 
for the Wilmont Country Club, July 











17. Sid Lehman, Ralph Maw and 
Bob Murphy in charge. 

Columbia enlarging and remodele 
ing local exchange. 

The Palace, Baldwinsville, re- 
opened by Samuel Slotnick and 


Rueben Cantor, 

The Granada, North Buffalo nabe, 
purchased by Schixe Theatres, Inc., 
for approximately $200,000. The 
Schine outfit, which has had the 
house under lease since its construc- 
tion a dozen years ago, has pur- 
chased the real estate consisting of 
the theatre and six stores. 





Gibraltar’s Conclave 
Denver, July 11. 

The annual convention of the Gib- 
raltar Enterprises, Inc., has been set 
for Aug. 4-7 and will be held in Den- 
ver. Group now has 34 theatres in 
Colorado,.New Mexico, Wyoming and 
Nebraska. Those attending will be 
Ed Schulte, William Ostenberg, Ev- 
erett Colr, Thomas Murphy. Nathan 
Salmon, John Greer and E. W. Ward. 
Charles R. Gilmour is president of 
the company. 

The Eaton, Eaton, Colo., taken over 
by Harry Lauch from J, R. Wills. 

Rocky Mountain Screen clubrooms 
redecorated and air-conditioned. An- 
nual picnic and golf tournament due 
some time in August. 

Following the resignation several 
weeks ago of Frank Milton as man- 
ager of the Santa Fe, Denver, Dave 
Davis, circuit manager for Atlas The- 
atre Co., has appointed Ralph Hamil- 
ton to suc eed. Hamilton has been 
managing the Gem, Golden, and he 
is followed there by Alvin Quint, re- 
cently assistant city manager at 
Salida. 

The Empress, Laramie, Wyo., shut 
down: by Fox for complete altera- 
tions. The house will be torn down 
to the walls except for the big stage 
which will be retained. When com- 
pleted the house will seat 840. 
Strand, Cheyenne, Wyo., also Fox re- 
Yo about July 25, following face- 
if 





Intermountain Adds 2 
Salt Lake City, July 11. 

Harry David (Intermountain The- 
atres) acquired two more houses at 
Logan, fourth largest city in Utah. 
Capitol and Lyric, owned and ope- 
rated by Consolidated Theatres, shut- 
tered since last April, will reopen 
late in the summer under the Inter- 
mountain banner, which also ope- 
rates two other houses at Logan. 
Earl Baughman will direct all four 
theatres. 





Falkenbrug Better 


Birmingham, July 11. 
After six weeks in Florida, where 
he underwent a major operation at 
Miami's St. Francis hospital, Francis 
Falkenbrug has returned to Birming- 
ham and resumed his duties as 
manager of the Alabama theatre. 





More F.P.-Can. Moves 


Winnipeg, July 11. 

Further changes were reported by 

the local Famous Players-Canadian. 
With A. E. Zorn, new head of the 
Winnipeg office in town from Cal- 
ary, Frank Kershaw will shortly 
eave for the FP convention in the 
east, returning here later to take 
over the Western Theatres chain of 
19 houses in Winnipeg. 

Don Gauld, of estern, leaving 
that organization to join Famous as 
manager of the ace Metropolitan, 
Winnipeg, replacing Frank Willis, 
who is going to the Orpheum, Fort 
William, to replace Clarence Robson. 
Robson retires due to illness, which 
has kept him from business for some 
time. All appointments effective 
July 15. 





Ed Lynch Shifts 
Bridgeport, July 13. 
Edgar Lynch leaves Warner after 


*|13 years in Bridgeport for Warner 


house in Worcester, Mass. Howard 
W. Pettingill in from Worcester to 
replace Lynch as manager of WB 
first-runner here. 
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Lotions of box office for sunburned 


houses ... from Universal 


oa! 



















More arms ache to hold | him, 
le want to see him, than any 


























He had a-swell start. Born’ 
in the gutter, graduated to 
be a city savage! Life wore 
thin the way he lived itso, 
his arms that reached for 
love embraced sudden 


death instead! HE HAD 
TO BE HARD! 


THE NEW UNIVERSAL presents 


I STOLE A 
MILLION 


crorct RAFT cums TREVOR 
















- 
nf Producer with DICK FORAN + HENRY ARMETTA + VICTOR JORY, 
prone ais Directed by FRANK TUTTLE + Associate Producer BURT KELLY, 
Directed by CHAR SCREEN PLAY BY NATHANAEL WEST... Original Story by Lester Cole. 
RELEASED NOW! i REE EAS ED FLY 24th 
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Advance Production Chart 





(Continued from page 16) 


Henry Brandon, Barry Macollum, Ronnie Rondell, George Chandler, 
‘homas E. Jackson, Joe Whitehead, Jerrie Storm, Joe Colling, Harry 
North, Francis McDonald. 


‘WHAT A LIFE’ (1939-40 release), comedy-drama; G.M.O. production; 
directed by Theodore Reed; screen play by Charles Brackett and Billy 
Wilder; based on play by Clifford Goldsmith: photographed by Victor 
Milner. Cast: Jackie Cooper, Betty Field, John Howard, Janice Logan, 
James Corner, Vaughn Glaser, Lionel Stander, Hedda Hopper, Dorothy 
Stickney, Sidney Miller, Robert Smith, Betty McLaughlin, Janet Waldo, 
Douglas Fahy, Leonard Sues, Kathleen Lockhart, Lucien Littlefield, Eddie 
Brian, Rita Owin, Charles H. Bookout, Betty Blair, Bennie Bartlett, Kay 
Stewart, Inna Gest, Lois Ranson, Fay McKenzie, Muriel Kearney, Wilda 
Bennett, Andrew Tombes, Nora Cecil, Marjorie Bel!. 

‘ISLAND OF LOST MEN,’ formerly titled ‘NORTH OF SINGAPORE, 
meller; associate producer, Eugene Zukor; directed by Kurt Neumann; 
no writing credits released; photographed by Karl Struss. Cast: Anna May 
Wong, J. Carrol Naish, Anthony Quinn, Eric Blore, Ernest Truex, Rudolph 
Foster, William Haade, Broderick Crawford, Richard Loo, Ralph Soncuya, 
Rupert Andez, Sam Labrador, Andrew De La Cruz, Torben Meyer, Lal 
Chand Mehra, George Melford, Rafael Storm, George Kirby, Vivian Oak- 
land, Jack Perry, Ruth Rickaby, Ethel May Halls, Bruce Mitchell, Mitchell 
Ingraham, Philip Ahn, Philson Ahn, C. L. Sherwood. 

‘THE CAT AND THE CANARY’ (1939-40 release), mystery-comedy; pro- 
duced by Arthur Hornblow, Jr.; directed by Elliott Nugent; screen play by 
Walter DeLeon and Lynn Starling; based on play by John Willard; photo- 
graphed by Charles Lang. Cast: Bob Hope, Paulette Goddard, John Beal, 
Douglas Montgomery, Gale Sondergaard, Nydia Westman, George Zucco, 
Willard Robertson, Elizabeth Patterson, George Regas, Charles Lane, Frank 
Melton, Milt Kibbee, William Abbey. 


‘MILLION DOLLAR LEGS,’ college drama; associate producer, William 
C. Thomas; directed by Nick Grinde; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: Eetty Grable, John Hartley, Donald 
O'Connor, Jackie Coogan, Larry Crabbe, Peter Hayes, Dorothea Kent, 
Richard Denning, Philip Warren, Eddie Arnold, Jr., Thurston, Roy Gordon, 
Matty Kemp, William Tracy, Joyce Mathews, Wallace Rairden, John Hart, 
Russ Clark, Anthony Marsh, Tom Seidel, Mabert Rogers, Bob Ireland, 
Roger Laswell, Bill Boggess, Ken Nolan, Billy Wilkerson. 

‘DOUBLE DYED DECEIVER’ (1939-40 release), western; produced by 
Harry Sherman; directed by Dan Venturini; screen play by Wanda 
Tuchock; based on the O’Henry story; photographed by Russell Harlan. 
Cast: Tito Guizar, Emma Dunn, Alan Mowbray, Gale Sondergaard, Jane 
Clayton, Minor Watson, Harry Worth, Anna Demetrio, Chris Martin, Carlos 
De Valdez, Glenn Strange, Tony Roux. 


‘NIGHT WORK,’ family-comedy; produced by William H. Wright for 
general manager’s office; directed by George Archainbaud; original screen 
play by Monte Brice, Lloyd Corrigan and Lewis R. Foster: photographed 
by Harry Hallenberger. Cast: Mary Boland, Charles Ruggles, Joyce 
Mathews, Donald O’Connor, Billy Lee, John Hartley, Clem Bevans, Wm. 
Haade, Ed Gargan, Alec Craig, George Mendoza, Georgia Simmons, Wil- 
liam Frawley. 

‘DISPUTED PASSAGE’ (1939-40 release), drama; produced by Harlan 
Thompson; directed by Frank Borzage; screen play by Anthony Veiller and 
Sheridan Gibney; based on novel by Lloyd C. Douglas; photographed by 
William Mellor. Cast: Dorothy Lamour, Akim Tamiroff, John Howard, 
Judith Barrett, Gordon Jones, William Collier, Sr., Elisabeth Risdon, Wil- 
liam Pawley, Billy Cook, Keye Luke, Lee Ya-ching, Renie Riano, Jack 
Chapin, Dave Alison, Mary Skalek, Alma Eidsaa, Paul McWilliams, Gay- 
lord Pendleton, Patsy Mace. Dorothy Adams, Joleen King, Henriette Kaye, 
Edith Gagnon, Hortense Arbogast, Fay McKenzie, Harry Depp, Phil War- 
ren, Kitty McHugh, Charles Trowbridge, Fern Emmett, Richard Denning, 
James B. Carson. 

‘HAPPY ENDING,’ formerly titled ‘HEAVEN ON A SHOESTRING’ 
(1939-40 release), drama; produced by George Arthur; directed by Lewis 
Milestone; no writing credits released: photographed by Leo Tover. Cast: 
Pat O’Brien, Olympe Bradna, Roland Young, George E. Stone, Frank Sully, 
Russ Powell, Doodles Weaver, D’Arcy Corrigan, Reginald Gardiner, Wynd- 
ham Standing, Charles Miller, Pat O’Malley, Frank Sharinon, Ronnie Ron- 
dell, Russell Coller, Joe Gilbert, Frank Melton. Hal Belfer, Ken Terrell, 
Gene Clark, Jimmy Fawcett, George Suzanne, Murray Alper, Terry Shero, 
Carol Holloway, Sue Moore. 


‘THE STAR MAKER,’ based on story of Gus Edwards’ life; produced by 
Charles R. Rogers; directed by Roy De] Ruth; screen play by Frank Butler, 
Don Hartman and Arthur Caesar; based on story by Arthur Caesar and 
William A. Pierce; suggested by career of Gus Edwards; photographed by 
Kar! Struss. Cast: Bing Crosby, Louise Campbell, Ned Sparks, Linda Ware, 
Walter Damrosch, Janet Waldo, Laura Hope Crews, Emory Parnell, Ken- 
neth Wilson, Dante Di Paolo, Danny Daniels, Donald Brennon, Daryl Hick- 
man, Billy Simms, Don Hulbert, George Guhl, Jim Dundee, Max Wagner, 
Bodil Rosing, Thurston Hall, Oscar O’Shea, Dorothy Vaughn, Johnny Mor- 
ris, Ralph Sanford, Ben Welden, Pop Byron, John Gallaudet, Daisy Bufford, 
Selma Jackson. Ralph Faulkner, Siegfried Arno, Earl Dwire, Richard Den- 
ning, Morgan Wallace, Harry C. Bradley. 


‘OUR LEADING CITIZEN,’ comedy-drama; produced by George Arthur; 
directed by Al Santell; no writing credits released; photographed by Victer 
Milner. Cast: Bob Burns, Susan Hayward, Joseph Allen, Elizabeth Pat- 
terson, Gene Lockhart, Charles Bickford, Otto Hoffman, Clarence Kolb, 
Paul Guilfoyle, Fay Helm, Kathleen Lockhart, Hattie Noel, Jim Kelso, 
Harry C. Bradley, Frances Morris, Thomas Louden, Olaf Hytten, Phil 
Dunham, Gus Glassmire, Harry Bailey, Hayden Stevenson, Harry B. Staf- 
ford, Helen Dickson, Jack H. Richardson, Ethel May Halls, Thomas A. 
Curran, Broderick O’Farrell, Frank O’Connor. 

‘THE MAGNIFICENT FRAUD,’ produced by Harlan Thompson: directed 
by Robert Florey; screen play by Gilbert Gabriel and Walter Ferris; 
adapted from story by Charles G. Booth; photographed by William Mellor. 
Cast: Akim Tamiroff, Lloyd Nolan, Patricia Morison, Steffi Duna, Robert 
Warwick, Frank Reicher, Donald Gallaher, Mary Boland, Ernst Verebes, 
Barbara Pepper, Virginia Dabney, Edward McWade, Julius Tannen, Nestor 
Paiva, John Sheehan, Roger Gray, Ernest Cossart, Ralph Forbes, Abner 
Biberman, George Zucco, George Nardelli, George Magrill, Andre Mar- 
saudon, Count Stefenelli, Ralph Norwood. 

‘GERONIMO,’ formerly titled ‘GREAT ENEMY’ (1939-40 release), his- 
torical western, General manager’s office production; directed by Paul 
Sloane; screen play by Paul H. Sloane; photographed by Henry Sharp. 
Cast: Chief Thundercloud, Preston Foster, Ralph Morgan, Andy Devine, 
William Henry, Harry Templeton, Ellen Drew, Pierre Watkin, Jack Chapin, 
Richard Denning, James Glines, Frank Cordell, Cecil Kellogg, Carl Sepul- 
veda, Tom Coats, Ted Wells, Lee Shumway. 

‘RANGE WAR,’ formerly titled ‘LAWFUL OUTLAWS’ (1939-40), west- 
ern; produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Leslie Selander; screen play 
by Sam Robins; added dialog by Walter Roberts; based on original by 
Josef Montaigne and on character Hopalong created by Clarence E. Mul- 
ford; photographed by Russell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, Russell Hay- 
den, Jane Clayton, Betty Moran, Britt Wood. 

Par Pix New in Production 

‘RULER OF THE SEAS,’ produced and directed by Frank Lloyd; second 
unit director, Jim Havens; story and screen play by Talbot Jennings, Frank 
Cavett 2nd Richard Collins; first unit photographer, Theodor Sparkuhl; 
second unit photographer, Archie Stout. Cast: Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., 
Margaret Lockwood, Will Fyffe, George Bancroft, David Torrence, Montagu 
Love, Vaughan Glaser, Wyndham Standing, Wilson Benge, Lester Matthews, 
Alan Ladd, David Clyde, Mike Driscoll, Mary Gordon, Lionel Pape, Ivan 
Simpson, Olaf Hytten, John Spacey, Guy Bellis, Denis d’Auburn, David 
Dunbar, Barry Macollum, George Melford, Dave Thursby, John Burton, 
Sandy McCall, Douglas Gordon, John Power, Earl Askam, Charles McAvoy. 

‘ARE HUSBANDS NECESSARY? (1939-40 release), comedy-drama; pro- 
duced by Jeff Lazarus; directed by Edward H. Griffith; no writing credits 
released; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Fred MacMurray, Madeleine 
Carroll, Allan Jones, Helen Broderick, Osa Masson, Carolyn Lee, Akim 
Tamiroff, Erik Rhodes. G. P. Huntley, Georgia Cain, Jack Carson, Fritzi 
Brunette, George Walcvtt, Wally Maher, William B. Davidson, John Qualen, 

Jack Raymond 

‘DR. CYCLOPS’ (1939-40 release) (Technicolor), meller; produced by 
Dale Van Every; directed by Ernest B. Sch ; original screen by 
Tom Kilpatrick; pho hed by Henry Sharp. Cast: Albert er, 
Janice Logan, Thomas , Charles Halton, Victor Kilian, Frank Yaco- 
nelli. : 

‘DEATH OF A CHAMPION,’ meller; GMO production; associate pro- 
ducer, William H. Wright; directed by Kurt Neumann; screen play by 





Stuart Palmer and Cortland Fitzsimmons; based on a story by Frank 
Gruber; photographed by Stuart Thompson. Cast: Lynne Overman, Donald 
| O'Connor, Robert Paige, Joseph Allen, Jr., Virginia Dale, Susan Paley, 
| Walter Soderling, Harry Davenport, Hal Brazeale, John Sheehan, David 
| Clyde, Pat West, Frank M. Thomas, Pierre Watkin, Robert McKenzie, May 
' Boley, Monte Vandergrift, Grace Hayle. 


‘THE LIGHT THAT FAILED’ (1939-40 release), drama; produced and 
directed by William A. Wellman; second unit director, Joe Youngerman; 
'no writing credits released; photographed by..Theodor Sparkuhl; second 
/unit photographer, Guy Bennett. Cast: Ronald Colman, Walter Huston, 
Muriel Angelus, Ida Lupino, Dudley Digges, Ernest Cossart, Charles Irwin, 
Clyde Cook, James Aubrey, Charles Bennett, David Thursby, Colin Kenny, 
Armbra Danbridge, Perry Lawson, Robert Perry; Carl Voss, Ted Deputy, 
+ A gg Clive Morgan, Major Sam Harris, Benjamin Watson, Francis 

cDonald. 


‘SEVENTEEN’ (1939-40 release), drama; GMO production; associate pro- 
ducer, Stuart Walker; directed by Louis King; no writing credits released; 
photographed by Victor Milner. Cast: Jackie Cooper, Betty Field, Betty 
Moran, Otto Kruger, Ann Shoemaker, Norma Jean Nelson, Thomas Ross, 
Hattie Noel. 


‘$1,000 A TOUCHDOWN’ (1939-40 release), comedy; GMO production; 
: associate producer, Williaim G. Thomas; directed by James Hogan; orig- 
| inal screen play by Delmar Daves; photographed by William Mellor. Cast: 
| Jce E. Brown, Martha Raye, Eric Blore, Susan Hayward, John Hartley, 
| Matt McHugh, Joyce Mathews, Syd Saylor, Josef Swickward, George Bar- 
| ton, Bob Milasch, William Haade, Frank M. Thomas, Grace Goodall, D’Arcy 
| Corrigan, Hugh Sothern, Charles Middleton, Constantin Romanoff, Al 
| Herman, Jimmy Conlin, Tom Dugan, George McKay, Jack Perrin, Fritzi 
| Brunette, Phil Dunham, Gertrude Astor, Johnny Morris, Dot Farley, Tiny 
Whitt, Bob Layne, John Hart, Arthur Bernard, Don Brown, Jimmie Hogan, 
Jack Chapin, Harry Templeton, Jack Shea, Jolly Rawlings, Dorothy Day- 
ton, Paula de Cardo, Judy King. Patsy Mace, Luana Walters, Jane Webb, 
Linda Brent, Maxine Conrad, Mary Ray, Sheryl Walker, Charles F. Mc- 
Avoy, Emmett Vugan. 

‘THE WORLD ON PARADE’ (1939-40 release), meller; GMO production; 
associate producer, Edward T. Lowe; directed by Edward Dmytryk; screen 
play by Horace McCoy, Williaim R. Lipman and Lillie Hayward; based on 
a story by Endre Bohem; photographed by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: William 
Henry, Judith Barrett, William Collier, Sr., Richard Denning, Anthony 
Quinn, John Eldredge, Dorothy Tree, Minor Watson, Morgan Conway, 
Byron Foulger, Chester Clute, Wolfgang Zilzer, Olaf Hytten, Ottola Nes- 
mith, Hilda Plowright, Eugene Jackson, Clem Wilenchick, Eric Wilton, 
Monte Vandergrift, Ed Le Saint, Major McBride, Ivan Miller, Gloria Wil- 
liams, Wade Boteler, Archie Twitchell, Charles L. Lane. 

‘ARGENTINA’ (1939-40 release), western; produced by Harry Sherman; 
associate producer, Joe W. Engle; directed by Nate Watt: original story and 
screen play by Harrison Jacobs: photographed by Russell Harlan, Cast: 
William Boyd, Russell Hayden, Steffi Duna, Sidney Toler, Sidney Blackmer, 
Pedro de Cordoba, JoJo La Sadio, Glenn Strange, Eddie Dean, Anna 
Demetrio, “The King’s Men’. 

‘OUR NEIGHBORS—THE CARTERS’ (1939-40 release), family-drama; 
produced by Charles R. Rogers; directed by Ralph Murphy; no writing 
credits released; photographed by George Barnes. Cast: Fay Bainter, Frank 
Craven, Bennie Bartlett, Donald Brennan, Scotty Beckett, Joyce Arleen, 
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Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘CAREER,’ drama; produced by Robert Sisk; directed by Leigh Jason; 
from play by Phil Stong and Chester Erskine; photographed by Frank 
Redman. Cast: Anne Shirley, Edward Ellis, Alice Eden, John Archer, 
— Beecher, Leon Errol, Raymond Hatton, Maurice Murphy, Harrison 

reene. 


‘NURSE EDITH CAVELL’ (1939-40 release), historical drama; produced 
and directed by Herbert Wilcox; screen play by Michael Hogan; photo- 
graphed by Joseph August. Cast: Anna Neagle, George Sanders, ZaSu 
Pitts, Edna May Oliver, H. B. Warner, May Robsoe . Sophie Stewart, Jimmy 
Butler, Rex Downing. 


‘MY FIFTH AVENUE GIRL,’ comedy-drama; produced and directed by 
Gregory LaCava; from story by Frank R. Adams; photographed by Robert 
De Grasse. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Walter Connolly, Tim Holt, Kathryn 
Adams, Verree Teasdale, Franklin Pangborn, Ferike Boros, Louis Calhern, 
Manda Lane, James Ellison, Theodore von Eltz, Florence Lake, Dick Hogan, 
Philip Warren. 


‘THE SPELLBINDER,’ melier; produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Jack 
Hively; original story by Joseph Anthony; photographed by Russell Metty. 
Cast: Lee Tracy, Barbara Read, Allan Lane, Linda Hayes, John Laird, 
Pierre Watkin, Chester Clute, Leona Roberts, Patrick Knowles, Morgan 
Conway, Roy Gordon, Charles Trowbridge. 

‘BAD LANDS,’ western; produced by Robert Sisk; directed by Lew 
Landers; screen play by Clarence Young; a by Frank Redman. 
Cast: Noah Beery, Jr., Robert Barrat, Douglas Walton, Andy Clyde, Guinn 
Williams, Francis Ford, Paul Hurst, Stanley Ridges, Francis MacDonald. 

‘WAY DOWN SOUTH,’ drama with music; produced by Sol Lesser; 
directed by Bernard Vorhaus; original story and screen play by Clarence 
Muse and Langston Hughes; photographed by Charles Shoenbaum. Cast: 
Bob Breen, Alan Mowbray, Clarence Muse, Ralph Morgan, Steffi Duna, 
Sally Blane, Robert Grieg, Charles Middleton, Hall Johnson Choir. 

‘THE MEMORY OF LOVE,’ formerly titled ‘THE KIND MEN MARRY,’ 
formerly titled ‘MEMORY OF LOVE,’ drama; produced by George Haight; 
directed by John Cromwell; screen play by Dudley Nichols and Hagar 
Wilde from novel by Bessie Breuer; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: 
Carole Lombard, Cary Grant, Kay Francis, Charles Coburn, Helen Vinson, 
Katharine Alexander, Jonathan Hale, Nella Walker. 

RKO Pix Now in Production 


‘PINOCCHIO’ (1939-40 release), child’s folk tale; produced by Walt Dis- 
ney from story by C. Collodi. Feature-length Technicolor cartoon. 

‘EVERYTHING’S ON ICE’ (1939-40 release), comedy-drama: produced 
by Sol Lesser; directed by Erle C. Kenton; screen play by Adrian Landis 
and Sherman Lowe; photographed by Russell Metty. Cast: Irene Dare, 
Roscoe Karns, Edgar Kennedy, Mary Hart, Bobby Watson, Maxine Stewart, 
Lynn Roberts, Eric Linden. 

‘FULL CONFESSION’ (1939-40 release), meller: produced by Robert 
Sisk; directed by John Farrow; screen play by Jerry Cady; original by 
Leo Birinsky; photographed by Roy Hunt. Cast: Victor McLaglen, Sally 
Eilers, Joseph Calleia, Barry Fitzgerald, Elisabeth Risdon, Adele Pearce, 
Bud McTaggart. 

‘CONSPIRACY,’ romantic-drama; produced by Cliff Reid: directed by 
Lew Landers; screen play by Jerome Chodorov; original story by John 
McCarthy and Faith Thomas; photographed by Frank Redman. Cast: 
Allan Lane, Linda Hayes, Robert Barrat, Charley Foy, Lionel Royce, J. 
Farrell MacDonald, Lester Mathews, Henry Brandon, William Vaughn. 

‘THE DAY THE BOOKIES WEPT”’ (1939-40 release), comedy; produced 
by Robert Sisk; directed by Les Goodwins; screen play by Bert Garnet; 
original by Daniel Fuchs; photographed by Jack McKenzie. Cast: Joe 
Penner, Betty Grable, Richard Lane, Tom Kennedy, Jack Arnold, Thurston 


Hall, Max Wagner. 
Republic 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
ef Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Premised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
| POT 59 43 3 4 9 9 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 


‘WYOMING OUTLAWS,’ formerly titled ‘OKLAHOMA OUTLAWS,’ 
: by William Berke; directed by George Sherman; screen 


western; produced by 
play by Betty Burbridge; original by Jack Natteford; photographed by 
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Film Critics 
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tive action, but whole thing went 
up in the fog over the bar at the 
Gay Lady saloon. Guys got home 
wondering what they finally de- 
cided. 


Thing has been proached in sev- 
eral exchanges of letters among va- 
|rious crix, with some even going 
so far as to suggest tentative chair- 
man to act until a meeting can be 
held. Jack Moffitt, of Kansas City; 
Merle Potter, of Minneapolis; How- 
ard Barnes, of N. Y. Herald Trib- 
une; John Rosenfield, of Dallas, and 





Barney Oldfield, or Lincoln, among 
those mentioned. 
Whole scheme is also tied in with 


idea to have an ‘international mo- 
tion picture festival’ in the U. S,, 
now that the Venice expo has done 
a flop under Fascist pressure. Crix 
would meet in Hollywood for a 
week every year, get a peek at the 
studios, mull over mutual problems, 
and give their own awards in all 
fields after due consideration. 
Need a Buildup 

Feeling exists aniong some scriv- 
eners that their craft needs elevat- 
ing in esteem of the newspaper 
profession itself amd an association 
of some sort could work toward that 
end. Contention is that the public 
respects the critics plenty by and 
large and the industry is pretty 
much the same, but that the news- 
paper publishers are too prone to 
shove in some police reporter or 
copy boy as the screen scribbler 
and treat the whole department as 
a necessary payort instead of a 
valuable department of the sheet 
with a status similar to sports. Great 
many papers have improved remark- 
ably in this respect in past four 
years; also in pay scales for review- 
ers and columnists. But rank and 
file still gives the film department 
the unintentional brushoff at every 
turn, 


Some objections already cropping 
up. One penman yelped that he 
didn’t like to join anything regard- 
less of what it was. Another said 
it looked like an effort by a cen- 
tralized body to influence news- 
paper opinion on films. Still a third 
beefed that he liked to go to Holly- 
wood alone so he could be treated 
as a special guest, not one of the 
mob that would be on hand for a 
critics’ convention. Most of ‘em, 
however, seem hot for the idea. 





B’way’s Pics 
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George Abbott, Herman Shumlin, 
Arthur Hopkins and the Group Thea- 
tre. All are independent producers 
and are partial to the stage, but the 
idea of adding picture activities in 
near-by Astoria is attractive to them, 
The Hollywood trend towards turn- 
ing out product that closely follows 
stage versions appears to have bol- 
stered the ESS activity. 


It’s pointed out that some of the 
showmen approached have had 
studio production experience. One, 
Abbott, who is both producer and 
director, would be assured of a sub- 
stantial fee for his directorial ser- 
vices in addition to probable earn- 
ings from films he makes of his own 
play productions. Figured that Ab- 
bott could direct two pictures per 
year, within eight or 10 weeks, which 
would hardly interfere with his stage 
production schedule. In Abbott's 
case however, his picture activities 
would doubtlessly follow completion 
of his full legit production schedule. 


Group’s Four Films 


Group is reported definitely com- 
mitted to screening three original 
features in the east, first to go in 
September. Shumlin has deals pend- 
ing for the sale of the film rights to 
‘The Little Foxes,’ but may produce 
the play as a picture in Astoria him- 
self. Manager is also a producer- 
director. Pemberton is figuring on 
doing his ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ at 
ESS. Latter agrees to a budget with 
managers, having allocations for star, 
story, cast and director. 


Yesterday (11) the first meeting of 
the joint committee to amend the 
basic agreement between the Dram- 
atists Guild and the managers’ League 
of New York Theatres was held in 
the offices of Sidney Fleisher, film 
arbiter. Committee is made up of 
three authors and three managers. 
Changes necessary to make way for 
the anticipated new pact with Holly- 





(Continued on page 20) 


wood were discussed. 
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Those who are about to play M-G-M’s“Goodbye Mr. Chips” 
will be interested in the early extended run. record of this 
superb picture and. will wish to adjust their booking » 
schedules to allow for additional time. It’s a Hold-Over in, 
every one of its 17 engagements to date. Based on this 
achievement it is predicted that “Goodbye Mr. Chips” will 





VARIETY 





19 











establish a new high in extended time. The first 17: 


New York 
Los Angeles 
Cleveland. 
Dayton. 
Cincinnati . 
Columbus . 
Pittsburgh . 
Toledo . 


. 8th week 
. 7th week 
4 weeks 
2 weeks 
2 weeks 
2 weeks 
2 weeks 
2 weeks 


Oklahoma City . 2 weeks 


Philadelphia . 


2 weeks 


Indianapolis: . ». 2 weeks 
New Orleans; « 2 weeks 
Chicago ; Indefinite run 
San Francisco Indefinite run 
Seattle . . Indefinite run 


Worcester + . 2 weeks 
(Opens July 14th; already booked 
for 2nd week!) 


Boston. . .-. 4 weeks 


(Playing day-and-date at State & Orpheum; 


held over 2nd week in both spots) 


THE FRIENDLY COMPANY 
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Advance Production Chart 
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Reggie Lanning. Cast: John Wayne, Ray Corrigan, Raymond Hatton, Adele 
Pierce, Leroy Mason, Don Barry. 

‘SHOULD HUSBANDS WORK” family comedy-dama; produced by Sol 
C, Siegel; directed by Gus Meins; original screen play by Taylor Caven 
and Jack Townley; photographed by Jack Marta. Cast: James Gleason, 
Lucille Gleason, Russell Gleason, Marie Wilson, Harry Davenport, Mary 
Hart, Tommy Ryan, Henry Kolker, Berton Churchill. 


‘COLORADO SUNSET,’ western with songs; produced by William Berke | 


and Harry Grey; directed by George Sherman; original b : 
Jack Natteford; screen play by Stanley Roberts and tty Burbridge; 
photographed by William Nobles. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, 
June Storey, Robert Barrat, Larry Crabbe, Barbara Pepper, Patsy Montana, 
The Texas Rangers. 


Luci Ward and | 


‘IN OLD MONTEREY, western with songs; produced by Armand Schae- | 


fer; directed by Joe Kane; original screen play by Gerald Geraghty; pho- 
tographed by Ernie Miller. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, June 
Storey, George Hayes, Billy Lee, Sarie and Sallie, radio hillbilly team; 
Jonathan Hale, William Hall, the Hoosier Hot Shots. 


Republic Pix Now in Preduction 


‘RAIDERS OF THE WASTELAND,’ western; produced by William 
Berks; directed by George Sherman; original screen play by Betty Bur- 
bridge and Luci Ward; photographed by Reggie Lanning. Cast: John 
Wayne, Ray Corrigan, Raymond Hatton, Phyllis Isley, Sammy McKim, 
Eddie Waller, Leroy Mason, Harrison Greene. . 

‘DICK TRACY’S G-MEN’ (1939-40 release), 15-chapter serial; produced 
by Robert Beche; co-directed by William Witney and Jack English; orig- 
inal screen play by Barry Shipman, Ronald Davidson, Franklin Adreon, 
Sol Shor and Rex Taylor: photographed by William Nobles. Cast: Ralph 
Byrd, Irving Pichel, Ted Pearson, George Douglas, Walter Miller. 

‘MOB FURY,’ meller; produced and directed by John H. Auer; original 
screen play by Earl Felton and Michael Jacoby; photographed by Jack 
Marta. Cast: Barry Mackay, Rochelle Hudson, Cliff Edwards, Ralph Mor- 
gan, Arthur Loft, George Barbier, John Wray, Robert Homans. 


20th Century-Fox 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
- eS a save 52 50 6 10 0 0 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘WHITE LADY OF THE ORIENT,’ formerly titled ‘GIRL F 
BROOKLYN,’ formerly titled ‘BY THE DAWN’S EARLY samt ce 
1938-39 season); produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by Gregory Ratoff: 
original by. Gene Markey; photographed by Kar] Freund. Cast: Warner 
Baxter, Alice Faye, Charles Winninger, Keye Luke, Arthur Treacher, 
Willie Fung, Doris Lloyd, Leonid Snegoff. 


‘STANLEY AND LIVINGSTONE?’ (1939-40 release); produced by Ken- | 


neth Macgowan; directed by Henry King; no writing credits released; pho- 
tographed by George Barnes. Cast: Spencer Tracy, Richard Greene, Nancy 
Kelly, Walter Brennan, Charles Coburn, Henry Hull, Sir Cedric Hard- 
wicke, Henry Travers, Hasson Said. 

‘ELSA MAXWELL’S HOTEL FOR WOMEN’ (1939-40 release); produced 
by Raymond Griffith; directed by Gregory Ratoff; screen play by Kathryn 
Scola and Darrell Ware; original by Kathryn Scola; photographed by 
Peverell Marley. Cast: Elsa Maxwell, Linda Darnell, Ann Sothern, Joyce 
Compton, Lynn Bari, Katharine Aldridge, Amanda Duff, Lillian Porter, 
Frances Leslie, Jean Rogers, June Gale, Alan Dinehart, Helen Erickson, 
Dorothy Dearing, Kay Griffith, Irma Wilson, Alice Armand, Barbara and 
Gloria Brewster, Kay Linaker. 

‘CHICKEN WAGON FAMILY’ (1939-40 release), family comedy: pro- 
duced by Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by Herbert I. Leeds; ne Writing credits 
released; photographed by Edward Cronjager. Cast: Jane Withers, Leo 
Carillo, Marjorie Weaver, Kane Richmond, Spring Byington, Inez Pallange. 

‘STOP, LOOK AND LOVE,’ formerly titled ‘HARMONY AT HOME’ 
(1939-40 release), family comedy; produced by Sol, M. Wurtzel; directed by 
Otto Brower; no writing credits released: photographed by Lucien Androit. 
Cast: Jean Rogers, Robert Kellard, William Frawley, Cora Sue Collins, 
Helen Freeman, Jay Ward, Roger McGee, Eddie Collins. 


‘THE ESCAPE,’ formerly titled ‘EAST SIDE, WEST SIDE’ (1939-40 re- 
lease); produced ny Sol M. Wurtzel; directed by Ricardo Cortez; no writin 
credits released; photographed by Edward Cronjager. Cast: Amanda Duff, 
Kane Richmond, June Gale, Henry Armetta, Frank Reicher, Leona Roberts, 
Edward Norris, Scotty Beckett, Rex Downing, Jimmy Butler. 


‘QUICK MILLIONS,’ formerly titled ‘JONES FAMILY AT GRAND 
CANYON’ (1939-40 release), family drama; produced by John Stone; di- 
rected by Malcolm St. Clair; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Lucien Andriot. Cast: Jed Prouty, Spring Byington, George Ernest, Billy 
Mahan, June Carlson, Florence Roberts, Eddie Collins, Fred Kelsey. 


‘CHARLIE CHAN AT TREASURE ISLAND’ (1939-40 release), myster 
drama; produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by Norman Tester: = 
4 ag Mas Sl — eet by Virgil Miller. Cast: Sidney 

’ ung, Cesar Romero, i i 
i tet hoe auline Moore, John Carradine, Sally 

‘NEWS IS MADE AT NIGHT,’ produced by Edward Kauf ; di 
by Alfred Verker; original screen play by deka Larkin; cose at Ba ‘Cy 
Ernest Palmer. Cast: Preston Foster, Lynn Bari, George Barbier, Eddie 
agra Russell Gleason, Paul Harvey, Minor Watson, Charles Halton 

‘THE RAINS CAME’ (1939-40 release), drama: produced by H 
Brown; directed by Clarence Brown; original ohety by Leuk Bromfield; 

hotographed by Bert Glennon. Cast: Myrna Loy, George Brent. Tyrone 

‘ower, Joseph Schildkraut, Jane Darwell, Henry Travers, Marie Ouspens- 
ye. pg ag FE, b Lena Nigel Bruce, Marjorie Rambeau. Mary 

‘ ; see : - ee . 
ion fae, Ds bem rews, Abner Biberman, William Royle, 


20th-Fox Pix Now in Preduction 


‘HOLLYWOOD CAVALCADE,’ formerly titled ‘FALLI P 
40 release), cavalcade of Hollywood; produced by iiery yoy 
assisted by Mack Sennett; directed by Irving Cummings; second unit direc- 
tor, Malcolm St. Clair; screen play by Ernest Pascal; based on a stor by 
Lou Breslow and Hilary Lynn: photographed by Ernest Palmer Cast: 
Give Te oop mgr | oc prombers, Stuart Erwin "George 
ster Keaton, Chic andler, Donald M y 
Lowery, Lynn Bari, Willie Fung, Alan Curtis, sari deediaiat ten enna 
‘THE ADVENTURES OF SHERLOCK HOLMES’ (1939-40 
tery; produced by Gene Markey; directed by Alfred atart banee oe 
Story by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. Cast: Basil Rathbone, Nigel Bruce Ida 
Lupino, Alan Marshal, Terry Kilburn, Lionel Atwill, E. E. Clive George 
Regas, Arthur Hohl, George Zucco, Lawrence Grossmith. , 
‘FRONTIER MARSHALL’ (1939-40 release), historical western: 
by Sol Wurtzel; directed by Alan Dwan; screen play ae ad og 
based on a book by Stuart N. Lake; photographed by Charles Clarke 
Cast: Randolph Scott, Nancy Kelly, Binnie Barnes, John Carradine. Cesar 
Romero, Chris-Pin Martin, Del Henderson, Edward Norris, Eddie Foy Jr. 
Ward Bond, Lon Chaney, Jr., Tom Tyler, Joseph Sawyer. ee 
‘DRUMS ALONG THE MOHAWK’ (1939-40 release), outdo : 
produced by Raymond Griffith: directed by John Ford; from novel by Ware 
ter D. a hotographed by Bert Glennon. Cast: Claudette Colbert 
reat ae = oe ae a Linda Darnell, Edna May 
uelds, Jessie Ralph, Roger Imhoff, i 
Linaker, Russell Simpson, Spencer Charters. fois ss Re ros: 
“HEAVEN WITH A BARBED-WIRE FENCE?’ (1939-40 release). comedy- 
drama; produced by Sol Wurtzel: directed by Ricardo Cortez: eeseea. play 
by Dalton Trumbo, Leonard Hoffman and Ben Grauman Kohn; based on 
original by Dalton Trumbo; photographed by Edward Cronjager. Cast: 
Glenn Ford, Nick Conte, Jean Rogers, Raymond Walburn, Eddie Collins 
Marjorie Rambeau, Ward Bond, Irving Bacon. : 


‘TIN HATS’ (1939-40 release), comedy: produced by Sol Wurtzel; directed 


by Bruce Humberstone; no writing credits released; photographed by 


rag Androit, Cast: Jane Withers, the Ritz Brothers, Lynn Bari, Stanley 


United Artists 


Now 
Shoot- 





Now Balance te 
in Be Placed Stories in 
Cutting Before Prepara- 


Number Number 
of Pix Com- 


Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 

Samuel Geldwyn... 4 2 1 1 e 0 
Seizmick ...,.....0. 2 i e ® 6 
Walter Wanger..... 8 on 1 1 e 6 
Chaplin .........06 1 0 4 0 1 1 
aa ase 4 4 1 0 6 
Lenden Films...... 5 3 a 0 2 2 
Edward Small..... 5 3 a 1 2 z 

, oe ees 29 16 4 2 5 5 


Pictures in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 
‘WINTER CARNIVAL’ (1939-40 release) romantic drama; produced by 


| Walter Wanger; directed by Charles Riesner; original screen play by Budd 


Schulberg, Morris Rapf and Lester Cole; photographed by Merritt Gerstad. 
Cast: Ann Sheridan, Richard Carlson, Helen Parrish, Robert Armstrong, 
James Corner, Joan Brodell, Marsha Hunt, Robert Allen. 

‘THEY SHALL HAVE MUSIC,’ formerly titled ‘MUSIC SCHOOL,’ for- 
merly titled ‘ANGELS MAKING MUSIC,’ drama with music; produced by 
Samuel Goldwyn; directed by Archie Mayo; no writing credits reieased; 
photographed by Greg Toland. Cast: Jascha Heifetz, Joel McCrea, Walter 
Brennan, Margot Stevenson, Gene Reynolds, Tommy Kelly, Porter Hall. 

UA Pix Now in Production 


‘THE REAL GLORY,’ historical drama; produced by Samuel Goldwyn: 


| directed by Henry Hathaway; no writing credits released; photographed 
| by Rudolph Mate. 


Cast: Gary Cooper, Andrea Leeds, David Niven, Regi- 
nald Owen, Broderick Crawford, Maurice Moscovitch, Viadmir Sokoloff, 
Thurston Hall, Russell Hicks, Roy Gordon, William Stack. 

INTERMEZZO’ (1939-40 release), romantic drama; executive producer, 
David O. Selznick; associate producer, Leslie Howard; directed by Gregory 
Ratoff; original story by Gaesta Stevens and Gustav Molander; photo- 
graphed by Greg Toland, replacing Henry Stradling. Cast: Leslie Howard, 
Ingrid Bergman, Edna Best, John Halliday, Ann Todd, Douglas Scott, Cecil 
Kelloway, Eleanor Wesselhoeft, Enid Bennett. 

‘THE HOUSEKEEPER’S DAUGHTER’ (1939-40 release), comedy-drama; 
produced and directec by Hal Roach; screen play by Rian James and Gor- 
don Douglas from novel by Donald Henderson Clark; photographed by 
Norbert Brodine. Cast: Joan Bennett, Adolphe Menjou, William Gargan, 
John Hubbard, George E. Stone, Peggy Wood, Luis Alberni, J. Farrell Mac- 
Donald, Lilian Bond, Mare Lawrence, Rosina Galli, Victor Mature. 

‘ETERNALLY YOURS’ (1939-40 release), romantic comedy; produced by 
Walter Wanger; directed by Tay Garnett: original screen play by Gene 
Towne and Graham Baker; photographed by Merritt Gerstad. Cast: 
Loretta Young, David Niven, Hugh Herbert, C. Aubrey Smith, ZaSu Pitts, 
Raymond Walburn, Virginia Field, Eve Arden, Billie Burke, Broderick 
Crawford. 


Universal 





New Balance te 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 


of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Reoms Cameras tion 
| Wemteres sicéccece 40 33 5 5 1 1 
Westerms ......... 12 12 0 1 6 6 
BOPTRTS .occcseseve 4 4 0 2 6 e 
, | rer ee 56 49 5 & 1 1 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 

‘MUTINY ON THE BLACKHAWK,’ formerly titled ‘IN OLD CALTI- 
FORNIA’ (1939-40 release), produced by Ben Pivar; directed by Christy 
Cabanne; original screen play by Michael L. Simmons; photographed by 
John Boyle. Cast: Richard Arlen, Andy Devine, Constance Moore, Noah 
Beery, Guinn Troy Rani Williams, Thurston Hall, Richard Lane, Mabel 
Albertson, Marion Burns, Paul Fix, Byron Fougler, Eddy C. Waller, Charles 
Trowbridge, Edward J. LeSaint, William Moore, Edwin Stanley, Mala, 
Sandra Kane, Mamo Clark, Princess Luana. 

‘OREGON TRAIL’ (1939-40 release), western serial; produced by Henry 
MacRae; directed by Ford Beebe and Saul Goodkind; original screen play 
by George Plympton, Basil Dickey, Edmund Kelso and W. W. Watson; 
photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, Louise Stanley, 
Fuzzy Knight, Ed LeSaint, Bill Cody, Jr., Colin Kenny, Jim Toney, Jack C. 
Smith, Charles Stevens, Charles Murphy, Roy Barcroft, James Blaine, 
Charles King, Forrest Taylor. 

‘HERO FOR A DAY,’ formerly titled ‘OLD GRAD,’ produced by Ken 
Goldsmith; directed by Harold Young; screen play by Harold Buchman; 
original story by Matt Taylor; photographed by John Boyle. Cast: Charley 
Grapewin, Anita Louise, Dick Foran, Frances Robinson, Richard Lane, 
Burton Churchill, Samuel S. Hinds, David Holt, Jerry Marlowe, Eddie 
Acuff, Cully Richards, Emma Dunn. 

‘THE PHANTOM CREEPS’ (serial for 1939-40 release), produced by 
Henry MacRae; co-directed by Ford Beebe and Sau! A. Goodkind; original 
screen play by Willis Cooper, George Plympton, Basil Dickey and Mildred 
Barish; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Bela Lugosi, Robert Kent, 
Dorothy Arnold, Regis Toomey, Anthony Averill, Edwin Stanley, Jack al 
Smith, Roy Barcroft, Eddie Acuff, Forrest Taylor, Edward Van Sloan, 
Karl Hackett, Robert Blair, Jerry Frank. 

‘I STOLE A MILLION,’ romantic-meller; produced by Burt Kelly; di- 
rected by Frank Tuttle; no writing credits released; photographed by Mil- 
ton Krasner. Cast: George Raft, Claire Trevor, Dick Foran, Henry Ar- 
metta, Victor Jory, George Chandler, Tom Fadden, Jason Robards, Myra 
McKinney, William Ruhl. 

‘DESPERATE TRAILS’ (1939-40), western with songs; produced and di- 
rected by Albert Ray; original screen play by Andrew _ Dennison; phote- 
graphed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, Bob Baker, Fuzzy 
Knight, Frances Robinson, Russell Simpson, Clarence Wilson, Ed Cassidy, 
Fern Emmett. 

‘BAD COMPANY,’ formerly titled ‘BRIGHT VICTORY’ (1939-40 release), 
drama; produced by Burt Kelly; directed by Joseph Saniley; no writing 
credits released; photographed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: Jackie Cooper, 
Freddie Bartholomew, Melville Cooper, Dorothy Peterson, J. M. Kerrigan. 

Universal Pix Now in Production 


‘MODERN CINDERELLA,’ produced and directed by John M. Stahl; 
original by James M. Cain; photographed by John Mescall. Cast: Jrene 
Dunne, Charles Boyer, Nydia nw Frances Robinson, Philip Trent, 
Myrtis Crynley, Edward Earle, Inez Courtney, Florence Lake, Dorothy 
Granger, Helen Lind, Mary Treen, Kitty McHugh. 

‘THE UNDERPUP’ (1939-40 release), produced by Joe Pasternack; 
directed by. Richard Wallace; screen play by Grover Jones; from ay by 
I. A. R. Wylie; photographed by Hal Mohr. Cast: Gloria Jean, Nan Grey, 
Robert Cummings, Virginia Weidler, Ann Gillis, Ernest Truex, Doris Lloyd. 

‘UNEXPECTED FATHER,’ formerly titled ‘SANDY TAKES A BOW,’ 
comedy; no producer assigned; directed by Charles Lamont; screen play by 
Charles Grayson and Leonard Spigelgass; original by Leonard Spigelgass; 
photographed by George Robinson. Cast: Sandy, Mischa Auer, Shirley 
Ross. Dennis O’Keefe, Joy Hodges, Jane Darwell, Dorothy Arnold, Anne 
Nagel, Richard Lane. 

‘FURY OF THE TROPICS’ (1939-40 release), meller; produced by Ben 
Pivar; directed by Christy Cabanne; original story by Maurice Tombragel 
and Ben Pivar; screen play by Michael L. Simmons; photographed by Jerry 
Ash. Cast: Richard Arlen, Andy Devine, Beverly Roberts, Samuel S. Hinds, 
Lupita Tovar, Lou Merrill, Leonard Mudie, Noble Johnson, Adia_ Kuz- 
netzoff, Charles Trowbridge, Milburn Stone, George Humbert, Frank 
Mitchell. 

‘HAWAIIAN NIGHTS’ (1939-40 release) musical comedy; produced by 
Max Golden; directed by Al Rogell; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Stanley Cortez. Cast: Johnny Downs, Constance Moore, Mary 
Carlisle, Eddie Quillan, Thurston Hall, Samuel S. Hinds, Etienne Girardot, 
Robert Emmett Keane, Matty Malneck and orchestra, Frances Robinson, 
Al Kikume, Chief Willow Bird, Princess Luana. 

“THEY CAN’T HANG ME,’ mystery meller; produced by Irving Starr; 
directed by Otis Garrett; screen play by Robertson White from novel by 
James Ronald; photographed by Arthur Martinelli. Cast: Edmund Lowe, 
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hundreds of exhibitors have been 
forced out of business by oppressive 
tactics of the major distributors and 
the competition from affiliated thea- 
tres. 

Despite appearances, the Com- 

merce Department is not taking 
sides, it is maintained. Particularly 
it is not going to bat for the majors 
unless the facts warrant. It is ready 
and willing, though, to do anything 
|possible to end the constant brick- 
i'throwing and yelping which econo- 
|mists are convinced have dampened 
enthusiasm that might have resulted 
| in healthy expansion. 
There is no thought that the Com- 
|}merce intervention will be of im- 
| mediate effect. While the execs have 
'a broad general understanding, they 
|must get specific information and te- 
jceive a thorough education, taking 
'so much time they cannot iron out 
the indie-major troubles during the 
current booking season. There is a 
chance, though, they may be able 
to help improve relations with the 
Justice Department, chiefly by sug- 
gesting to the industry what correc- 
tive steps would end the pressure for 
indictments. 

The Commerce crew feels that 
where there is so much complaining 
something must be wrong. A third 
party can render valuable assistance, 
it is noted, by weighing the claims of 
arguers, particularly if it appreciates 
selfish motives of the different par- 
ticipants. 

Differs From Justice Dept 


For example, the Commerce ex- 
perts take a somewhat different slant 
toward block booking than does the 
Justice Department. Although the 
brain-trusters feel there possibly are 
abuses—injuring both independents 
and the public—which should be 
eliminated, it does not start off with 
the idea that the traditional distri- 
bution system is vicious. But as the 

najors have come to appreciate in 
the past year, they feel the machin- 
ery can be greatly improved to the 
advantage of most persons con- 
cerned. 

The business advisers have read 
the hearings on the Neely bill and 
still are not convinced that either 
side is wholly right. They want the 
majors to elaborate on arguments 
that indies now have ample freedom 
and at the same time wish the indies 
to show more particularly how they 
suffer. Despite the letter which Sec- 
cretary Hopkins sent Senator Neely 
(declaring the Department does not 
want to stop Congressional action) 
the official position is that a more 
serious study is necessary to end this 
dispute, 

How soon the majors will return 
was problematical this week. A 
round-table conference does not seem 
likely in the near future, although it 
may well be the eventual outcome 
of the parleys. For the next few 
weeks the Government students ex- 
pect to check and cross-check the 
info presented by the various cliques, 
seeking a foundation on which to 
base suggestions. 


Stockholders’ Suit 
Vs. Century, Buffalo 


Buffalo, July 11. 


A suit by minority stockholders 
of Midland Properties, Inc., owning 
the Century, against 16 present and 
former officers and directors is being 
heard in supreme court here this 
week. The Century, operated for 
the past 10 years by Shea, has been 
leased to Basil-Dispon beginning 
Aug 1, 

The. plaintiffs allege that the de- 
fendants failed to administer the 
corporate affairs carefully and pru- 
dently, and wasted, squandered and 
illegally used money for the benefit 
of themeslves. Fault is found with 
employment of surplus funds to buy 
the controlling interest in the pre- 
ferred stock and also the declara- 
tion of a $10,000 a year salary to 
Max M. Yellen, president. Among 
those named as defendants are Yel- 
len, Nicholas M. Schenck and Jack 
Yellen, songwriter and playright. 


King for a Year 


Hollywood, July 11. 
Henry King’s director option was 
hoisted by 20th-Fox for one year al- 
though his old contract had four 
months to go. 
Currently King is preparing ‘Little 
Old New York.’ He recently finished 

















‘Stanley and Livingstone.’ 
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The NATIONAL SCREEN TRAILER running in ad- 
vance of your show is the only. medium of adver- 
tising that gives you that double selling-punch! 


For, while newspapers, magazines and posters MAY 
be seen by your customers—how can you tell how many? 


And, though radio advertising MAY be 
heard by your customers—how can you 
tell how many? 


But — with NATIONAL SCREEN TRAILERS 7 
on your screen — you are CERTAIN that | 
your customers SEE and HEAR your 

. sales message. 








You KNOW because they are inside 
your theatre, watching your 4 ay 
screen. A 100% audience every ¢ 
time you run the trailer. 


F That's what makes NATIONAL 
® SCREEN TRAILERS the cheap- 
q est, most elientive, ‘most 
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Advanee Production Chart 
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Wendy Barrie, Bruce Lister, Walter Kingsford, Forrester Harvey, J. M. 
‘errigan, Barlowe Borland, Vernon Steele, Reginald Barlowe. 


Warners 


me ee 


New Batance te 


Number Number New in Be Placed Stories in 
ef Pix Cem- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras’ ticn 


TK on vedenseas 62 38 7 16 0 6 

Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 

‘SECRET ENEMY,’ formerly titled ‘ENEMY AGENT,’ meller; produced | 
by Bryan Foy; associate producer, Mark Hellinger; no writing credits; | 
direeted by Terry Morse; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Boris Karloff, 
Margaret Lindsay, Holmes Herbert, Maris Wrixon, Bruce Lester, Leonard 
Mudie, Clarence Derwent. 

‘KID NIGHTINGALE’ (1939-40 release) meller-with song; associate pro- 
ducer, Mark Hellinger for Bryan Foy; directed by George Amy; no writing 
credits released; photographed by Arthur Edeson. Cast: John Payne, Jane 
Wyman, Walter Catlett, Edward Brophy, Max Hoffman, Jr., Charles Brown, 
John Ridgely, Jimmy O’Gatty, Charles Sullivan, William Haade, Winifred 
Harris. 


‘WATER FRONT,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Terry Morse; no 
writing credits released: photographed by James Van Trees. Cast: Dennis 
Morgan, Gloria Dickson, Marie Wilson, Sheila Bromley, Ward Bond, Arthur | 
Gardner, George Lloyd, Aldrich Bowker. 


‘NANCY DREW, TROUBLE SHOOTER,’ produced by Bryan Foy; 
directed by William Clemens; from original by Caroline Keene; photo- 
graphed by Lou O’Connell. Cast: Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, John 
Litel, Charlotte Wynters, Aldrich Bowker, Edgar Edwards, Erville Al- 
derson. 

‘NO PLACE TO GO,’ formerly titled ‘OLD MAN MINICK,’ formerly 
titled ‘NOT WANTED,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Terry Morse; 
screen play by Lawrence Kimble and Fred Niblo, Jr.; adapted by Lee Katz 
from play by Edna Ferber and George S. Kaufman; photographed by 
Arthur Edeson. Cast: Dennis Morgan, Fred Stone, Gloria Dickson, Sonny 
Bupp, Bernice Pilot, Greta Meyer, Christian Rub, Frank Faylen, Dennie 
Moore, Aldrich Bowker, Charles Halton, Georgia Caine, William Pawley, 
Gary Owen. 

‘PLAYING WITH DYNAMITE,’ formerly titled ‘DEAD OR ALIVE,’ 
produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Noel Smith; screen play by Earle 
Snell and Charles Belden; from original story by Scott Littleton; based on 
characters created by Frederick Nebel; photographed by Arthur Todd. 
Cast: Jane Wyman, Allen Jenkins, Tom Kennedy, Joe Cunningham, Frank 
Shannon, George Guhl, Shelia Bromley, Eddie Gribbon, Eddie Marr, Edgar 
Dearing, Aldrich Bowker, Vera Lewis, William Gould, Cliff Clark, Sidney 
Bracy, Ruth Robinson, John Harron. 


‘A CHELD IS BORN,’ formerly titled ‘GIVE ME A CHILD’ (1939-40 re- 
lease), drama; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; associate producer, Sam 
Bischoff; directed by Lloyd Bacon; screen play by Robert Rossen; photo- 
graphed by Charles Rosher. Cast: Geraldine Fitzgerald, Jeffrey Lynn, Gale 
Page, Eve Arden, Johnnie Davis, Gloria Holden, Spring Byington, Henry 
O’Neill, Jean Sharron, Nanette Fabares, John Litel. 

‘STEEPLECHASE,’ formerly titled ‘GANTRY, THE GREAT,’ produced 
by Bryan Foy: directed by William McGann; no writing credits released; 
photographed by Ted McCord. Cast: Edith Fellows, Jimmy McCallion, 
Granville Bates, DeWolf Hopper, Frankie Burke, Fred Tozere. 

‘EACH DAWN I DIE,’ executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; associate pro- 
ducer, David Lewis; directed by William Keighley; original by Jerome 
Odlum; photographed by Arthur Edeson. Cast: James Cagney, George 
Raft, Jane Bryan, George Bancroft, Willard Robertson, Maxie Rosenbloom, 
Victer Jory, John Wray, Stanley Ridges, Louis Jean Heydt, Ed Pawley, 
Joseph Downing, Alan Baxter, Aldrich Bowker, Fred Tozere, Charles 
Trowbridge. 

‘THE ANGELS WASH THEIR FACES,’ formerly titled ‘BATTLE OF 
CITY HALL,’ comedy-drama; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; associate 
producer, Max Siegel; directed by Ray Enright; no writing credits released; 
photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: ‘Dead End’ Kids, Ronald Reagan, 
Ann Sheridan, Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, Berton Churchill, Edu- 
ardo Ciannelli, Franklin Pangborn, Bernard Nedell, Egon Breecher, Henry 
O'Neill, Minor Watson, Jackie Searle, Marjorie Main, Sara Padden. 

‘THE COWBOY QUARTERBACK,’ formerly titled “‘LIGHTHORSE 
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INDIANAPOLIS 
SPEEDWAY Today on Screen 

Pat O’Brien - Ann Sheridan “WWURTHERING 

In Person te uTS” 
CLYDE McCOY STRAND 25¢ Jn 
And His Orch B'way & 47th St. 


Tomorrew 


“Only Angels 
Have Wings” 


On Stage 
Rudy Vaitee and 
His Oreh. 


Others 


On Stage 
Ella Fitzgerald and Fa- 
meus Chick Webb Orch. 























HELD OVER Air-Conditioned 
“MAN ABO Gene Krupa 
TOWN” | and His Ore.| fF Sen ome aed 
a Andrews “ON BORROWED TIME“ 
Jack Benny Sisters 


Lionel Sir Cedric 
BARRYMORE - HARDWICKE 
A Metre-Goldwyn-Mayer , Pictyre 





PARAMOUNT .m™z. 











Air-Conditioned 





| Hickox. 


HARRY,’ comedy-drama; supervised by Mark Hellinger for Bryan Foy | 


unit; directed by Noel Smith; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Ted McCord. Cast: Bert Wheeler, Marie Wi!son, Gloria Dickson, Eddie 
Foy, Jr., DeWoif Hopper, Jr., Charles Wilson, Trevor Bardete, William 
Demarist, Don Turner, Max Hoffman, Jr. 

‘NANCY DREW AND THE HIDDEN STAIRCASE,’ produced by Bryan 
Foy; directed by William Clemens; screen play by Kenneth Gamet: based 
on the Nancy Drew stories by Carolyn Keene; photographed by L. William 
O’Connell. Cast: Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, John Litel, Vera 
Lewis, Louise Carter, William Gould, Frank Orth, Renie Riano, Fred 
Tozere, Dick Elliott, John Ridgely, DeWolf Hopper, Creighton Hale, Frank 
Mayo, Don Rowan, George Guhl. 

‘DUST BE MY DESTINY’; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; associate, 
Lou Edelman; directed by Lew Seiler; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Arthur Edeson. Cast: John Garfield, Pat O’Brien, Allen Jen- 
kins, Jane Bryan, Billy Halop, Bobby Jordon, Stanley Ridges, Henry 
Armetta, Priscilla Lane, replacing Margo Stevenson, Arthur Aylsworth, 
Walter Miller, Charley Grapewin. 


‘INDIANAPOLIS SPEEDWAY,’ formerly titled ‘DEVIL ON WHEELS,’ 


| formerly titled ‘THE ROARING CROWD,’ formerly titled ‘THE ROARING 
ROAD’; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; associate producer, Max Siegel; | 


directed by Lloyd Bacon; no writing credits released; photographed by Sid 
Cast: Pat O’Brien, ohn Payne, Gale Page, Ann Sheridan, Frank 
McHugh, Ronald Reagan, Granville Bates, Regis Toomey. 


Loftus, Donald Crisp, Jerome Cowan, Frank Darien. 


‘HOBBY FAMILY,’ family drama; produced by Gordon Hollingshead for 
Bryan Foy unit; directed by William McGann; no writing credits released; 
a by Sid Hickox. Cast: Henry O'Neill, Gabriel Dell, Jean 
Sharon, Irene Rich, Fred Tozere, John Ridgeley, Aldrich Bowker, Jackie 
Moran, Larry Williams. 

Warner Pix New in Preductien 


‘THE LADY AND THE KNIGHT,’ formerly titled ‘THE KNIGHT AND 
THE LADY’ (Technicolor); executive producer, Hall B. Wallis; associate 
producer, Robert Lord; directed by Michael Curtiz; screen play by Norman 


by Maxwell Anderson; photographed by Sol Polito; associate photographer, 
W. Howard Greene. Cast: Bette Davis, Errol Flynn, Oliva de Havilland, 
Alan Hale, Vincent Price, Donald Crisp, Henry Stephenson, Henry Daniell, 
Guy Bellis, Robert Warwick, Keith Kenneth, Nanette Fabares, Rosella 
Towne, James Stephenson, John Sutton, Maris Wrixon. 

‘CAREER MAN’ (1939-40 release), drama; Hal B. Wallis, executive pro- 
ducer; associate producer, Lou Edelman; directed by Lloyd Bacon; screén 
play by James Hilton, Warren Duff and Frank Donoghue; adapted by 
Robert Buckner from the Katherine Brush novel, ‘Glitter’; photographed 
by Charles Rosher. Cast: Joel McCrea, Jeffry Lynn, Frank McHugh, Nana 
Bryant, Lionel Royce, Howard Hickman, Stanley Ridges, Martin Kosieck, 
Henry Victor, Willy Kaufman, John Hamilton. 

‘ON YOUR TOES’ (1939-40), musical; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; 
associate producer, Robert Lord; directed by Ray Enright; from the Rod- 
gers and Hart musical; photographed by James Wong Howe. Cast: Zorina, 
Eddie Albert, Gloria Dickson, Frank McHugh, Alan Hale, James Gleason, 
Queenie Smith, Leonid Kinsky, Erik Rhodes, Berton Churchill, Paul Hurst, 
Curt Bois, Gregory Gaye, Bert Hanlon, Eddie Conrad, Alex Melesh. 


‘THE DEAD END KIDS AT MILITARY SCHOOL’ (1939-40 release), 
comedy-drama; produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William Clements, 
no writing credits released; photographed by Arthur Todd. Cast: Dead 
End Kids, Henry O’Neill, John Litel, Cissy Loftus, Frankie Thomas. 


‘THE RETURN OF DR. X’ (1939-40 release), meller; produced by Bryan 
Foy; directed by Vincent Sherman; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Wayne Morris, Lya Lys, Humphrey Bogart, 
Dennis Morgan, Rosemary Lane, John Litel, Huntz Hall, Charley Wilson, 
Virginia Brissac, Spencer Charters. 

‘QUEER MONEY’ (1939-40 release), meller; produced by William Jacobs 
for Bryan Foy unit; directed by Terry Morse; no writing credits released; 
photographed by Lou O’Connell. Cast: Ronald Reagan. Margot Stevenson, 
Eddie Foy, Jr., Joseph Downing, Elliott Sullivan, Max Hoffman, Jr. 








U a set number of playdates, as 
with other distribs. In prior years 
| the Hall had selective deals with 
U, but last year relied upon RKO, 
Columbia and United Artists, with 
a few outside individual buys from 
Metro, Warners, plus U to fill out. 

The Hall has two UA ’38-39 pic- 
tures booked, ‘Man in Iron Mask’ 
(Ed Small) opening tomorrow 
(Thurs.) and ‘Winter Carnival’ 
(Wanger) which follows, but has 
done nothing about ‘Four Feathers’, 





Heat Really On 








(Continued from page 3) 





back in the city or town where the 
account operates. : 


UA’s WB Product Deal 
Its Most Important 


Harry L. Gold, v.p. in charge of 
United Artisis eastern sales, yester- 
day (Tues.) closed a two-yea deal 
with the Warner circui: of theatres 
for all UA output of pictures. Clay- 
ton Bond and Edward Hinchy, ex- 
ecutive film buyers for the 400 War- 
ner house, handled the negotiations 
with Gold. Murray Silverstone told 
the UA board of directors yesterday 
that the Warner deal conszitutes the 
most important transaction ever 
consummated between the two com- 
panies. 

M-G Renews NT, WB 

Major Metro product deals with 
Warner Bros. and National Thea- | 
tres are under way for renewal of | 
contracts which, in both cases, con- 
clude three-year termers with com- 
pletion of the current 1938-39 de- 
liveries. Other important. chain 
buys are in negotiation with vir- 
tually all of the big customers on 
the Metro books, including various 
large partners in the Paramount 
setup. 

U’s Schine Deal 

Universal has closed a 1939-40 
product deal with the Schine Bros., 
operating around 150 houses in New 
York state, Ohio, Kentucky and 
Maryland. W. A. Scully, v.p. over 
distribution for U, personally nego- 
tiated the contract with the Schines 
at Gloversville, N. Y. On the jump 
a lot, during the past few wecks, 
Scully left yesterday (Tues.) for 
Boston to huddle on deals in that 
territory. He will probably return 
by the end of the week. 

Universal-Music Hail Deal 

Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., may 
negotiate a 1939-40 deal with Uni- 
versal, from whom it bought two 
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pictures during the past few months, 
| East Side of Heaven’ and ‘Sun 
| Never Sets’. These became avail- 
|able outside of the 1938-39 deal the 
| Rivoli has with U, calling for a por- 


which is available to the house and 
reportedly may not pick this one 
up, leaving it for the Rivoli or other 
disposition. 
Rep’s Durkee Pact 

Jimmy Grainger returned to New 
York yesterday (Tues.) from Balti- 
more, where in association with Sam 
Flax, Washington franchise holder, a 
deal was completed for Republic’s 
1939-40 product with Frank H. Dur- 
kee. The Durkee circuit operates 22 
houses in the Maryland territory, 
and is one of the more important 
of smaller eastern indies. 





Caravan Plan 











(Continued from page 1) 





‘Caravans’ that have been used all 
over the country by the Theatre 
Project. These wagons are com- 
pletely equipped for the presenta- 
tion..of any kind of a show. In fact 
they are equipped much better 
than many small town opry houses. 
They have scenery, lights, P.A. 
systems, etc. I propose to rent these 
Caravans from the Government for 
a nominal sum. 

I propose that there should be a 
staff of authors and directors to be 
appointed by the Main Body to 
produce different Units for these 
Caravans. About 15 people in each 
show. Besides actors, to include 
musicians, stagehand, electrician and 
manager. These Units to represent 
all branches of the show business— 
vaudeville, farce, comedy, drama, 
musical comedy, opera, marionettes, 
colored shows, etc. 

Each unit to have a national ad- 
vertiser as a sponsor, like Coca- 
Cola, Chesterfields, Bromo-Seltzer, 
etc. Their names to be on the 





| tion of the program. 
Any M. H. deal on ’39-40 would be | 
on a selective basis, guaranteeing 


wagons and a suitable advertise- 
ment in the show. For this privi- 
lege the sponsor is to pay an amount 


‘THE OLD MAID,’ drama; executive producer, Hal B. Wallis; associate | 
producer, Henry Blanke; directed by Edmund Goulding; screen play by | 
Casey Robinson from play by Zoe Akins; photographed by Tony Gaudio. | 
Cast: Bette Davis, Miriam Hopkins, Humphrey Bogart, Jane Bryan, Cissy | 


Reilly Raine and Aeneas MacKenzie; from the play, ‘Elizabeth the Queen,’ | 





————=z 


not more than $500 a week which 
will pay all expenses of the unit, 
guarantee salaries, etc. The shows 
to play to an admission scale of not 
over 25c. And all monies collected 
by admissions to be equally divided 
amone the n't members. 

Each Unit gives a certain fee to 
the central Booking Office, authors 


and Fi: Agent bureau; also to the 
Censor Coniin.''<e “s 
A censor cOmiunitic: 9 travel 





around and see that tiie shows are 
kept..up to standard and with the 
| power to replace any of the per- 
| sonnel that may not be on the job 
| (drunk stuff, slovenly performances, 
etc. ). 


Each Unit advertises the follow- 
ing Unit. 
| I believe this plan, either worked 
}out under the Caravan system or 
booked in regular theatres (one- 
nighters, two-nighters or week 


stands) will give the workers an 
independence that they cannot have 
under a Governmenc-supervised the- 
atre. It will make the public show- 
conscious and should build up the 
‘road’ for bigger and better produc- 
tions. With the help of the labor 
movement all over the country 
without it being a ‘labor’ theatre, ;: 
should prove very profitable. 

I fully realize that there are many 
details to be ironed out before this 
can be put into practice, but I am 
sure with the fine brains we have 
at our command, from the represen- 
tatives of all branches of the thea- 
trical business, we can formulate 
some plan to make our brothers and 
sisters in the show business frec and 
happy. 

Meanwhile I would suggest to 
everybody in the show business not 
to do any benefits. Except a benefit 
for an actor. Remember, if they 
paid you for benefits then you 
wouldn't need any. 


Early Trial 


(Continued from page 2) 











the Government will require about 
two additional weeks when court re- 
sumes in the fall to present the re- 
mainder of the U. S.’ arguments. 

Government has a number of ac- 
countants going over a raft of fig- 
ures and data relating to Chicago 
film contracts and revenue, and it is 
not likely that this mass of data will 
be assembled in tabulated form be- 
fore September. 


Illinois’ Anti-Dual Bill 
May End Allied’s Chi Suit 


Chicago, July 11. 

Case of the Allied indie exhibitors 
against Balaban & Katz and the 
major distributors on charges of re- 
straint of trade is not likely to be 
heard fully before late September or 
early October. 

Case, which has been on and off 
now for more than six months, 
comes up for another bit of hearing 
on Thursday (13), but this is ex- 
pected to be merely a form gather- 
ing without any real argumentation. 

In the main, the general fe*ling 
along the row is that it would be 
best to wait for the government to 
conclude with its wwn present case 
against practically the same lineup 
of defendants. Also want to wait 
for the final word from Springfield 
as to the legislative bill which would 
automatically kill double features by 
putting an intermission of 15 min- 
utes into any show that ran longer 
than two hours and a quarter. If 
this bill can be made to stick, the 
indies will unquestionably withdraw 
their suit since the prime reason for 
the legal squawk was to bring back 
single features. 





Koppelberger Claims Point 
La Crosse, Wis., July 11. 

La Crosse Theatres Co. (Frank L. 
Koppelberger) claims the first round 
in its $1,000,050 triple damage action, 
under the anti-trust laws, against 
Minnesota Amus. Co. Welworth 
Theatres (Eddie Ruben), Paramount, 
United Artists and 20th-Fox in view 
of the order issued by Federal Judge 
Gunnar Nordbye, of Minnezpolis, 
directing the defendants to answer 
questions put to them in adverse 
examinations. Robert A. Hess and 
Eugene Saunders of Milwaukee are 
attorneys for the plaintiff. 

The court’s order requires John 
J. Friedl, prexy of the Minnesota 
Amusement, to answer 43 questions 
and also orders answers to questions 
of the plaintiff by L. J. Ludwig, sec- 
retary-treasuter of the circuit; Ed- 
mund R. Ruben, head of Welworth, 
and Moe Levy, district manager of 
20th-Fox. Answers to the questions 
had been refused on advice of coun- 
sel at examinations early this year 
before a U. S. commissioner at Min- 
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NOW-ALLERGIC 
VERSION OK' 


-_— ™ 


By BEN BODEC 
Atlantie City, July 11. 

Gradualness in adopting yard- 
sticks and rules of good taste and 
business practices for the radio 
broadcasting industry carried the day 
when the National Association of 
Broadcasters got around this after- 
noon (Tuesday) to discussing the 
ratification of the proposed code. 
While the document submitted to the 
convention by the code committee 
was but a pale desiccated copy of 
the agenda distributed among the 
membership several weeks ago, the 
steering element feel that their mod- 
erate course stands a chance of 
being a succees and has averted 
severe repercussions within the asso- 
ciation. Vote was 148 to 24. 


Broadcasters complained that com- 
pliance with many provisions of the 
originally proposed code would re- 
sult in severe hardship as far as their 
advertising accounts were concerned. 
They declared that unless the docu- 
ment was softened all along the line 
they would have no alternative but 
exit from the NAB. 


With the network spokesmen join- 
ing the majority, the viewpoint 
which molded the code which finally 
came out of committee was as fol- 
lows: It would be the height of folly 
for the industry to put through a set 
of rules that could not be enforced. 
In the event of failure the door would 
be left wide open for the Federal 
Communications Commission of Con- 
gress to take the stand that since 
the industry was not able to en- 
force something of its own adoption 
it was high time for the Federal gov- 
ernment to step in and take control 
of the situation. A sounder and more 
judicious approach to the proposition 
would be to adopt a set of rules that 
had the vast majority of broadcasters 
behind them and that would be easy 
to enforce, and with this as a suc- 
cessful basis go on adding more 
stringent layers with the succeeding 
years. 

Penalties Dilemma 


Prevailing opinion in the commit- 
tee also held that moral and busi- 
ness suasion would prove far more 
effective than a stipulated set of 
penalties. It was also agreed that 
the question of determining whether 
a member station had violated the 
code should be left solely to the 
NAB board of directors. 


The code as submitted by the 
committee was a decidedly radical 
version from the original one in at 
least three departments, namely, 
eontroversial public issues, commer- 
cial programs and children’s pro- 
gstams. The committee draft favors 
the non-sale of time for the dis- 
cussion of controversial issues, ex- 
cept political broadcasts, but stipu- 
lates that this taboo shall not be 
interpreted as ‘barring sponsorship 
of the public forum type of pro- 
stam when such program is regu- 
larly presented as a series of far- 
sided discussions of public issues 
and when the control of fairness of 
the program rests wholly with the 
broadcasting station or network. 

The Icng and detailed list of 
commercial nay-nays previously 
contained in the section on chil- 
dren’s programs has been reduced 
to a single prohibition: ‘No adver- 
tising appeal which would encour- 
age activity of a dangerous social 
nature will be permitted.’ 

The whole question of what should 
or should not be tolerated in the 
field of commercial programs is now 
boiled down to one terse sentence. 
The recommended draft states that 
acceptance of programs and an- 
nouncements shall be limited to 
Products and services offered by in- 
dividuals and firms engaged in 
legitimate commerce; whose adver- 
tising products, service and radio 
advertising, testimonials and other 
statements comply with pertinent 
legal requirements, fair trade prac- 
tices and accepted standards of good 
taste,’ 

As for length of commercial copy 

(Continued on page 30) 
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12-Baby Men Feted 


Philadelphia, July 11. 

Annual ‘big family’ party 
tossed by a Philly restaurant for 
Mac Parker, agency exec and 
WCAU commentator, and Don 
Rose, Philly Ledger columnist, 
was held Sunday (9). Parker 
and. Rose each have 12 kids, all 
of whom were on hand for the 





gathering. 
Added starters this year were 
Emmet Ormsby, American 


League umpire, and his family. 
Ormsby has 12 moppets, too. 


COWLES WMT 
GOES COLUMBIA 


Atlantie City, July 11. 

One change-of-network deal has 
been closed here. Cowles Bros.’ 
WMT, Cedar Rapids-Waterloo, goes 
to Columia, 

Move was not entirely a surprise, 
inasmuch as the station, while with 
NBC, has recently been carrying 
transcriptions of Procter & Gamble 
programs recorded off the line. 

KRNT, Des Moines, and WNAX, 
Yankton, S. Dakota, are CBS. KSO, 
Des Moines, the fourth of the Cowles 
stations, is NBC. 














No Immediate Intention 


Of Withdrawing WLW 
From N.A.B., Says Shouse 


Atlantic City, July 11. 

A report around the convention 
that WLW, Cincinnati, would with- 
draw from membership in the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, 
with WSAI, the smaller Crosley sta- 
tion, remaining in, was called im- 
probable by James Shouse, WLW- 
WSAI general manager. The matter 
has been considered, but no decision 
reached, Shouse conceded. 

WLW apparently feels that the 
N. A. B. has more benefits for a 
smaller station than a larger one. 
This is an echo of the ‘big’ vs, ‘little’ 
fellow point of view that has always 
been more or less volcanic at all 
N. A. B. conventions, 


WILL HAYS TALKS 
SANS CALL LETTERS 


Hollywood, July 11. 

To duck charges of possible favor- 
itism, Will Hays has ordered a ban- 
quet mike set up in his Hollywood 
apartment tomorrow (Wednesday) 
for his broadcast to the NAB conven- 
tion in Atlantic City. 

Setup will give NBC and CBS an 
even break. 














Ted Sills Quits Grombach 
Ted Sills, has left Jean V. Grom- 
bach, Inc., radio producers, 
A former film director he plans to 
re-enter that field. 





RAPS ‘ANY CODE” 


j 





New York Daily News, which con- 
| sistently editorializes on radio mat-| 
| ters, came out anew Tuesday (11) 
|morning with some pointed com- | 
| ment on the proposed code for radio. 
| Daily branded the whole urdertak- 


| inc as contrary to the spirit of busi- © 
| ness independence and teading, con- | 
| trariwise, to ever-widening assump- | 


| tions of responsibility. 
| Numerous telephone calls from in- 
| terested parties in New York City | 
| were put through to Atlantic City | 
| delegates to apprise them of the edi- | 
torial. It read, in part, as follows: | 
‘In our estimation, the radio 
leaders have put into the pro- 

| posed code practically every 
| prissy, priggish and pussyfooting 
| ‘verboten’ that the Federal Com- 
munications Commission has 
been trying to fasten on broad- 
casters for the last couple of 


} 
| 





years, 
‘This government organism, 
headed by Frank R. cNinch, 


has repeatedly tried to wish its 
particular ideas of good taste, 
propriety and morality on the 
radio industry. Next logical 
step would be government cen- 
sorship of. the radio. And now 
radio’s leaders allow as how 
McNinch’s ideas are practically 
perfect, and propose to incorpo- 
rate them in a strict, detailed 
code, 

‘This writer’s guess is 





that 
| radio’s leaders think they are 
| being strategic in offering this 
| code to their fellow broadcasters. 
| The idea seems tc be that radio 
can duck government censorship 
by imposing the would-be cen- 
sors’ principles on itself. 

“We can assure the radio peo- 
ple that that has not been the 
way in which American news- 
papers down the generations 
have kept themselves the only 
really free newspapers in the 
world. We don’t think it will 
save the radio from the would- 
be censors either. 

‘The newspaper tactic has been 
and is to get up and fight like 
a tiger whenever anybody so 
much as hints at any kind of 
official press censorship in 
peacetime.’ 





Press Shui Out 
Atlantic City, July 11. 

All members of the press were ex- 
cluded Tuesday afternoon when the 
broadcasters went into a huddle on 
the code question. This had been 
forecast in the winter months as a 
probable tactic. 

Steve Early’s talk and Carl Milli- 
ken’s remarks were thought to have 
enhanced the likelihood of a code of 
some kind being endorsed. Milliken 
in discussing the theme of ‘self-regu- 
lation’ as an expert from the Will 
Hays office pointed out that it was 
something convenient to have in the 
cupboard in case company called. 





Gerdon Baldwin, WHEC, Roches- 
ter, staff organist for the last five 
years, quits to join Morden Buck's 
station in Wichita Falls, Texas. 





| Peter 


N.AB’S CODE IN THE HEAD 


N.Y. DAILY NEWS| 8" = How 
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Columbia, S. C., July 11. 

Staff of WIS has a paternalis- 
tic boss, W. Frank Hipp. He’s 
head of Liberty Life Insurance 
Co., which owns the station, and 
has issued a standing invitation 
to staff members to weekend at 
his summer home any weekend 
and all summer. 

Bid rates fried chicken, loafing 
and use of the lake. 











AT NBC SET 


Atlantic City, July 11. 
Benson K, Pratt has returned to | 


| NBC, this time as publicity man for | 


the blue (WJZ) network. He be-| 


|comes part of Keith Kiggins’ staff. | 


Other assignments to specializa-| 
tion on dDlue network matters are! 
John Norton, station relations; | 
Zamphier, sales promotion, | 
and Phil Carlin, programs. Zam- | 
phier comes over Aug. 1 from Red | 
Book Magazine, where he is sales | 
promotion manage» 

Ernest Lee Jahncke, Jr., is being 


—_—-_+----_—- = 


NEW, OLD foaUEs 
AT CONVENTION 


By BOB LANDRY 
Atlantic City, July 11. 
The 17th annual convention of the 
National Association of Broadcasters 
now in session here at the Ambassa- 
dor hotel seems to be proving all 
over again that: 
1. Broadcasters 
vidualisis. 
2. That they are slow to accept 
other people’s ideas of what they 


are rugged indi- 


| ought to do. 


3. That to escape the possibility of 
w:thdrawals from membership no 
drastic measure on any question of 
controversial character can ever be 
forced through the association. 

4. That the s-ancards for the in- 
dustry as a whole are determined 
individually by the decisions of the 
networks as best able to ‘afford’ and 
best able to enforce high standards 
and that all broadcast activity is 
colored by the example from above 
shading down to the markets and 
stations that lag behind the parade. 

Upteen revisions of the code have 
been made in the last several days. 


| shifted out of the traffic department |}t took the arrival of delegates to 


| 





to station relations as a result of| 
Norton’s promotion. Jahncke is a/| 
graduate of the Naval Academy. 





Jimmy Walker Doing 


Other Air Shows; May 
| Remain with Crawford 


| New York’s former mayor James | 
J. Walker, will feature ‘It’s Up to 
You’ Thursday (13) evening over 
WJZ-NBC, and will participate in 
other programs with the suspension 
of his present broadcasts for Craw- 
ford Clothes. Commentator is un- 
der contract for a year to Crawford, 
but the clothiers go off the air until 
October because of the slack season 
in the chain stores’ sales activities. 

Walker agreed to the suspension, 
but stipulated that he have the privi- 
lege of contracting with another 
sponsor, since the discontinuance of 
his pact with Crawford can be con- 
sidered a breach. Whether he will 
resume with the clothiers in the fall 
however will be decided before 
Sept. 1. 


CARBORUNDUM MAY 
RETURN TO RADIO 


Niagara Falls, July 11. 
Carborundum company may re- 
turn to radio this winter. After nine 
straight winter cycles on Columbia 
the usual brass band-Indian lore 
program was missing last season. 
Improved outlook in heavy indus- 
tries to. which Carborundum caters 
is encouraging the company to con- 
sider radio anew. This time, how- 
ever, it is likely that the Mutual 
network wil! get the program. 
Carborundum is owned by the 
family of which actor Franchot 














Tone is a member. 





Transamerican Segregating Sales Rep 


And Production; kach Has Own Staff 


Transamerican Broadcasting & 
Television Corp. is splitting its op- 
erations into two distinct divisions. 
One will be devoted to program 
building and sales while the other 
will concern itself exclusively with 
the representation of a select group 
of 50,000-watt stations. Each divi- 
sion will have a separate staff and 
there will be no interlocking of ac- 
tivity between the two setups within 
the Transamerican organization. 

Murray Grabhorn, who resigned 





of WFIL, Philadelphia, will have a 
key spot in Transamerica’s station 
representation division. John L. Clark 
and E. J. Rosenberg, president and 
Vv. p., respectively, of Transa:nerican, 
will visit Chicago next week for the 
purpose of establishing the twin 
staffs in that city’s branch office. 





Grabhorn Resigns 
Philadelphia, July 11. 
Murray Grabhorn, WFIL’s na- 
tional salesmanager, resigned last 
week and will leave the station Sat- 





last week as national salesmanager | 


urday (15). George H. Jaspert, lo- 





cal salesmanager, will head the new 


cossolidated national and local de- 
partment as sales director. 

Although in announcing Grab- 
horn’s resignation, g.m. Roger Clipp 
declared the need for a national 
sales manager ‘is completed’, his de- 
parture makes the fourth top execu- | 
tive of the outlet to go within the 
past year. Constant shaking up of 
the staff has caused other Philly 
stations to kid: ‘There's never a dull 
moment at WFIL’, 


make clear that the code did not, as 
written, strike a responsive chord. 
Codes are never loved. They are 
suffered. And there developed a 
feeling that this one needed to be 
softened around the arch or it would 
cripple the wearers. The prospect 
of (a) lots of resignations to escape 
an unpopular document or (b) an in- 
sincere acceptance has prompted 
changes. In general the changes seem 
shrewd and practical. 

The proposal to outlaw sponsored 
religious broadcasts turned out to be 
a very ticklish matter. While ad- 
mittedly aimed to neutralize the at- 
tacks on other religious or other 
races by such speakers as Father 
Coughlin and Judge Rutherford an 
iron-clad rule that all _ religious 
broadcasting be put on a sustaining 
basis developed opposition from 
several sources. 

The Lutherans who have a paid 
60-station hook-up on Mutual have 
been particularly resentful of the 
blanket rule proposal. If the radio 
could sell beans and depilatories the 
Lutheran idea is that the radio ought 
to be available for selling the gospel. 

Smaller stations that sell time to 
churchmen, evangelists and similiar 
interests without any real offense 
to, or opposition from, the public or 
other creeds also deplored kilting 
mackerel to hit shark. 

Other broadcasters put their point 
of view on a wider basis than reli- 
gion or no religion saying ‘we object 
to a code telling us what we may 
sell or give away. That is our busi- 
ness.’ 

This particular convention is nota- 
ble for the absence of any speaker 
from the Federal Communications 
Commission. A state of high pique 
toward the N.A.B. prevails among 
several members of the Government 
regulatory body because (see sep- 
arate story) the trade association in- 
tervenec to protest the FCC's at- 
tempted imposition of formal ‘musts’ 
relating to shortwave goodwill pro- 
grams which America> radio has 
been supporting without any reve- 
nue or subsidy. Some observers are 
of the opinion that nothing likely to 
come before this convention is more 
important to the ultimate survival 
of the present ‘free’ radio system 
than this FCC attempt to exer- 
cise a censorship of programs that 
the law specifically bars. 

The absence of an FCC speaker 
(Steve Early and “Imer Andrews 
will give talks, however, so the Fed- 
eral government is represented) is 
matched by another departure from 
convention custom: the absence of 
all office-seeking and lobbying to 
elect trade association officers. Un- 
der the present paid president sys- 
tera vestibule politics deals more 
with issues and less with whether 
Joe is a good guy. 





Others who have gone are Don 


The three D's of broadcasting con- 


Withycomb, general manager; Jack | ventions, disunion, disagreement and 
Stewart, salesmanager and Margaret | disillusionment, are again noted even 
Schaeffer, assistant general manager | though these remarks are set down 


and program director. 


(Continued on page 27) 
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REVISION OF BLUE TERMS MIGHT BE OKAY 
WITH NBC BUT NOT IF IT HELPS MUTUAL 











) Won't Build Up a Competitive Network’ Is NBC| WGY ENTERTAINER DIES 


Attitude on Affiliated Stations Demand for More teiana Hancox Victim of Odd Acci- 
~ Time Exempt From Recapture 





Atlantic City, July 11. 

Despite NBC’s latest organization- 
2] maneuvers to strengthen the sales 
front for the blue (WJZ) link, the 
network was faced at the NAB con- 
vention with much agitation «mong 
blue station affiliates for a revision | 
of their contracts. Initial pow-wow | 
on this score was held Sunday night 
(9) and out of the two hours of| 
palaver came a decision to invite 
top spokesmen for NBC to meet with 
blue affiliates tonight (Tuesday) and 
listen to their grievances and sug- | 
gestions. 

What appears to be the main ob- 
jective of the agitating affiliates is a 
revamping of the schedule of hours 
guaranteed NBC so that more 
of the choicer daytime and evening 
periods will be available to blue out- 
lets for spot business or sale through 
another network, i.e. Mutual. These 
affiliates want the guarantee phil- 
osophy reversed. They want to be 
able to guarantee that accounts ob- 
tained by the stations or Mutual 
for these choicer spots will not be 
subject to removal on NBC orders. 

The Reasoning 


It was pointed out at Sunday 
night’s meeting that while the NBC | 
contract as it stands allocated to that | 
network 40 hours of an affiliate’s | 
time NBC has disposed of but 10 
hours of this quota. The suggestion 
advanced was that the affiliates of- 
fer to guarantee as many as 60 hours 
@ week, providing that NBC will 
spread out this network blocked 
time so that alternate daytime and 
evening hours can be sold on a@ guar- 
anteed basis by the affiliate to other 
sources. 

NBC’s first official reaction to this 
campaign was that it might be 
agreeable to revising the schedule of 
local option time for blue affiliates 
but that it would not do anything 
that might benefit or strengthen the 
position of its competitor (Mutual). 
An NBC spokesman stated that he 
feels confident that the blue net- 
work will be able to go places now 
as the result of the new organiza- 
tional setup and that any time con- 
cessions made blue affiliates would 
have to be predicated on the assur- 
ance that such move would not serve 
to build up another network. 


PIERRE BOUCHERON 
JOINS FARNSWORTH 


Pierre Boucheron, formerly of 
RCA, has been named general sales 
manager of the Farnsworth Televi- 
sion & Radio Corporation, Fort 
Wayne, Ind. He will direct sales and 
merchandising of the Farnsworth 
and Capehart divisions, which manu- 
facture phono-radio combos and ra- 
dio and television receivers and 
transmitters. 

Boucheron for the past four years 
has been general merchandising 
manager of the Remington Arms 
Company, Inc. He is a former edi- 
tor of Radio News and v.p. and g.m. 
of Wireless Press, Inc., an RCA sub- 
sid. 

Farnsworth last week appointed 
N. W. Ayer & Son to handle adver- 
tising and publicity. 


Al Shayne Returns 


Al Shayne and Jerry Baker, both 
singers, form a team again starting 
July 23 on WMCA, New York, for 
Sally’s Furs. They were on ac- 
count for five years, the account it- 
self being a ten-yearer for radio. 

Pair will have an intensive daily 
schedule, 4:30-5, and will hit the 
WMCA audience twice Sundays at 
1:30 and again at 4:30 p.m. 





| 




















Malcolm Parker Mgr. of WEAN 
New Haven, July 11. 

Malcolm Parker moved yesterday 
(10) from managing WICC substa- 
tion in New Haven to managership 
of WEAN, Shepard Yankee-Colonial 
outlet in Providence. Replaces James 
Jennison, resigned because of bad 
health. 

Parker was with WICC about a 
year and a half, taking command of 
new studios as soon as constructed. 
New WEAN manager was formerly 
arn announcer at WELI, New Haven. 
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Ask RCA Election 


Philadelphia, July 11. 

The International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, A. F, of L., pe- 
titioned the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board last Friday (7) for an 
election to select the bargaining 
agent for the 6,000 employees of the 
RCA plant in Camden, N. J. 

Petition is the result of an intra- 
labor dispute, as the employees are | 
now represented by the CIO’s 
United Electrical, Radio and Ma-| 
chine Workers. A. F. of L. union 
claims 4,800 members. 








'JOLSON HEADS LUCKIES 


AUDITION ON COAST 


Hollywood, July 11. 

New 45-minute program for} 
Luckies was auditioned at Colum-| 
bia’s KNX last Friday night (7) be- 
fore a studio audience. Al Jolson | 
m.c’d and was joined in the vocal- | 
izing by Betty Jane Rhodes, to the 
accompaniment of Carl Hoff’s 43- 
piece crew. Karl Schullinger, who 
produced for Lord & Thomas, denied 
the show would replace Hit Parade 
next Fall. 

After the sample program was 
| waxed, James Wright, account exec, 
}and Frank Wilson, scripter, fiew 
| back to New York with the aircheck 
| tor inspection by George Washing- 
| ton Hill, American Tobacco prexy. 








Herbert, Ex-WMCA, In 
Pre-Trial Quiz of Flamm) 


Ira Herbert, former salesman for | 
| WMCA, New York radio station, was 
granted the right of examination be- 
fore trial of Donald Flamm and Wil- 
liam Weisman, of the station, in his 
suit against WMCA. He is suing for 
monies he claims are due him for | 
accounts handled while he was! 
working for the station. 

Judge Ryan, in city court, New 
York City, ordered Flamm and Weis- 
man to appear for examination as to 
the money he claims due and 
with the books of the station. First 
examinations of Donald Flamm were 
conducted by attorney Louis Nizer, 
in latter’s counsel chambers, Thurs- 
day (6). Weisman probably will ap- 
pear for examination later. 

Herbert is now a salesman for Ra- 





dent on Lake 





Troy, N. Y., July 11. 
Leland F, Hancox, 26, who with 


| his brother Don formed The Banjo- 
| Jeers long a standard.turn on WGY, 


was drowned in Saratoga Lake last 
week. While rowing with a young 
woman companion, Hancox, a non- 
swimmer, slipped over back of boat 
to get a tow through the water. A 
half mile from shore, his companion, 
who had been at the oars, dropped 
them to take a dip. Hancox lost 


| his grip on boat and suddenly sank. 


Friend dove but she could not 
bring up the Troy musician. Al- 
though her cries brought lifeguards 
from a nearby beach, they were un- 
able to locate the body, swept into 
lake’s channel. Grappling hooks 
also proved futile. 


Hancox, who started to make per- | 


sonal appearances with his younger 
brother 15 years ago, had played 
many theatres in the WGY area. 
Their first broadcasting was over 


| WOKO in 1931, as banjoists-guitar- 
| ists-singers. 





Mutual Denies 
Asking 5-Yr. 
Station Deals 


Ailantie City, July 11. 

Mutual officials denied Monday 
(10) the report around the conven- 
tion that this network was talking 
about offering five-year contracts 
to affiliates. Other terms cited in 
the report had te do with income 
guarantees, 

In disavowing the rumor these 
officials stated that Mutual has no 
thought to changing its station re- 
lations policy. Stations would go on 
receiving 80 to 85% of the card 
rate and in turn assuming the line 
charges. 


Judy Garland With Hope 


Judy Garland was contracted last 
week by Lord & Thomas for a regu- 
lar spot with Bob Hope on the Pep- 
sodent spot (NBC-red) starting Sept. 
26. 

Same agency Friday (7) auditioned 
Al Jolson for Lucky Strike’s Satur- 














dio Station WHN, New York. 


day night spot on CBS. 


Wednesday, July 12, 1939 








Nazimova’s $21 





Alla Nazimova, who starred 
on last Saturday night’s (8) 
Arch Oboler’s dramatic show 
over NBC red (WEAF), did the 
half-hour sustainer program for 
the AFRA minimum of $21. It 
was her first radio stint in some 
time, as she had been turning 
down all offers, including bids 
for the Lux, Vallee and Kate 
Smith shows. 

Actress contacted the author 


after hearing several of his 
‘Arch Oboler’s Plays’ stanzas. 
When the _ scripter expressed 


doubt about paying her a large 
fee for the date, she replied she 
wasn't asking any money—she’d 
be willing to do it for nothing 
for a chance to do a program 
She liked. AFRA closed shop 
contract required the network to 
pay her $21 and Oboler turned 
out a special script, ‘The Ivory 
Tower,’ for her. 











‘NBC BUYS RIGHTS 





Philadelphia, July 11. 
NBC last week purchased exclu- 
| Sive rights to the remainder of the 
| season of concerts by the men of the 
Philadeiphia Orchestra at Robin 
| Hood Dell. First airing will be piped 


day (14) from 9:30 until 10:15 p.m. 

WIP, which occasionally carried 
the orch from the al fresco dell, was 
refused further permission for the 
broadcasts last week. It used them 
on a for-free basis, merely as pub- 
licity for the dell, 

Execs of the Orchestra Associa- 
tion are now busy ferreting out a 
sponsor for weekly concerts during 
the winter. Heavy coin paid by the 
Associated Banks during the seasons 
of 1936-37 and 1937-38 paid off a 
large portion of the orch’s deficit, 





BILL HEDGES BEANED 


Struck by Golf Ball Off Bill McGui- 
ness’ Iron 











Bill Hedges, NBC v.p. in charge 
of m. o. stations and station relations, 
was hit in back of the head last 
week by a ball driven by Bill Mc- 
Guinness, New York sales rep for 
WGN, Chicago, at the Bonnie Briar 
Golf Club, Larchmont, N. Y. Hedges 
went to the ground from the blow, 
but an examination by his physician 
whom he called when he got home, 
failed to disclose any injury. 

When McGuinness phoned to find 
out how he felt, Hedges remarked 
that just because they had competi- 
tive stations in the same town was 
no reason why he should try to kill 
him. NBC owns WMAQ in Chicago, 
while WGN is Mutual’s local ally. 

Hedges was just walking off the 
green when McGuinness cut loose 
with a long iron shot. 








Washington, July 11. 
Continuing FCC resentment toward 
American short-wavers is seen in its 
(FCC’s) refusal to postpone or broad- 
en the hearing on the new interna- 
tional rule requiring ‘cultural’ and 
‘goodwill’ broadcasts, Testimony- 
taking goes ahead as originally 
planned on Friday (14) despite seri- 

ous inconvenience to the industry. 
Curt order denying joint petition 
of seven DX-ers was issued Thurs- 
day (6) almost as soon as it was re- 
ceived. Commish—to the bewilder- 
ment of the pleaders—said the action 
was ‘without prejudice to the filing 
of a petition requesting a hearing 
upon or a reconsideration of any of 





was reported due to the vengeful 
feeling of certain members of the 
body and the staff. Exasperated be- 
cause the NAB had back-bone to 
stand up and protest publicly and 
irately over the editorial condemna- 
tion heaped upon them, several in- 
dividuals want to narrow the ques- 
tion to whether or not the DX-ers 
are willing to help improve the na- 
tion’s foreign friendships and desire 
to pay off grudges by firing hostile 
questions along a single line. Don’t 
want to be diverted at this time, 
which is the reason for saying that 
petition for reconsideration of other 
rules may be filed later, 
‘Indefinite and Ambiguous’ 





the Commission’s rules or regulations 
applicable to international broadcast 
stations.’ 

With their worst fears confirmed, 
industry spokesmen grumbled irately 
about the FCC’s refusal to admit a 
blunder. But now that they realize 
how seriously they are in bad, some 
influential front men are talking 
about presenting stiffer resistance in 
the future in order to prevent the 
regulators from steadily intensifying 
their control in ways that are pos- 
'sibly beyond the statutory limita- 
|}tions. Comments were heard that 
the FCC attitude in this tiff is evi- 
dence of ‘bureaucracy run riot.’ 

The refusal to expand the issue 








The seven licensees—CBS, NBC, 
|Crosley, General Electric, WCAU, 
| Westinghous, and Isle of Dreams 
Broadcasting Corp., Miami— asked 
to have the effectiveness of the whole 
| set of rules suspended because they 
were denied opportunity to voice 
serious objections to the ‘uncertain, 
indefinite and ambiguous’ clauses 
and wish to make clear the ‘practi- 
cal operating difficulties’ which may 
result. Besides the goodwill-cultural 
requirement, they listed six other 
principal features which they main- 
tain should be thought over more 
carefully. 

The other objections were: 

Portion of Rule 42.02 stipulating 





N.A.B. Boldness On Short Wave Issue 
Now Reaping Some Ill-Temper at CC 


that licenses will be issued only if 
no interference is caused to existing 
stations is so broad that American 
operators would be required to make 
a showing in relation to foreign 
transmitters and goes beyond any 
treaty requirements. 


Limitations on commercial and 
sustaining programs exceed the Com- 
mission’s authority, are unwise be- 
cause they will shut off ‘some of the 
finest program material’ and will 
curb progress. 

Rule requiring directional anten- 
nas ‘is indefinite, uncertain and fails 
to provide licensees with a practical 
guide for the operation of their sta- 
tions.’ 


Ruie prohibiting or curtailing si- 
multaneous broadcasts of the same 
program not only is vague but ‘im- 
poses unnecessary operating burdens 
upon the licensees’ and will handi- 
cap Americans in competing with 
foreign operators. 

Requivement that announcements 
must be in foreign language might 
prevent use of good program mate- 
rial and overlooks the fact that Eng- 
lish is widely understood abroad. 


Arbitrary 50 kw minimum will 
cause a heavy outlay that may not 
be called for and requires more 
power than warrant at times. 





| —-s- TO DELL CONCERTS) the Generat Electric lamp space ae’ 


out by the blue (WJZ) web on Fri- | 


[PHIL SPITALNY 


STAYS GEN'L 
ELECTRIC 


For the fourth successive year, 
Phil Spitalny and his all-femme or. 
chestra have been renewed on Gene 
eral Electric. Meanwhile the GB 
lamp account has switched agencies, 
from Maxon to BBD&O. Same 
‘Hour of Charm’ idea is being re- 
tained for Spitalny and his 40 girls, 
He starts Sept. 17. 

Another switch is from a Monday 
night hour opposite the Lux show to 
| Sundays at 10 p.m. for a half hour, 








| Opposite Lux Spitalny had been 

{averaging a 6-8 C.A.B. and 9-11 
Clark-Hooper rating. 

| Maxon retains the bulk of GE's 


account (refrigerators, radios, etc.), 


count also now 
account as well. 


taxes on the radio 


Kellogg Time Sold 


| 

| 

| Hollywood, July 11. 

| Kellogg Circle finales Sunday with 


}John Erskine in the guest niche. 
| Sponsor still undecided on Fall re- 
| sumption. 


First half of current time has been 
|bought for next season by General 
| Electric. 


HOOPER EXTENDING 
ITS RADIO RESEARCH 


C. E. Hooper, Inc., research bu- 
reau, disclosed Monday (10) that it 
was making wide improvements and 
extensions in its radio reports for 
July. In addition to publishing na- 
tional listening averages, it will 
separately report ratings for each of 
four geographic sections, namely the 
eastern, north central, south central 
and Pacific zones. 

Unlike the C. A. B. reports, the 
Hooper method of checking program 
popularity relies entirely on the co- 
incidental method of questioning, 
The C. A. B. combines both the coe 
incidental and the _ recollective 
methods, 
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t Shifting Sands 


444444444 
By ROD REED 


Atlantic City, July 11. 
National Association of Board« 
walkers meeting here. 











Some are trying to figure out how 
to increase radio billings on dry 
goods—others increasing hotel bill- 
ings on wet goods. 





Convention looking for yardstick 
to measure audience. If found, can 
be used to spank bigots. 





Beach scenes here televised for 
NAB. Shakespeare revise: ‘The play- 
ground’s the thing.’ 


——~ 

Radio made $19,000,000 in hard 
times. To broadcasters, PWA, WPA 
and CCC are just call letters. 





Philly pickets carry radios. Great 
spot for a bunion-cure commercial. 





Krupa’s date with the Philly 
symph makes the three B’s of music: 
Bach, Beethoven and Boom-Boom. 





Since social workers slipped the 
subject on the network, NBC doubt- 
less will tighten its birth-control 
control, 





London Jockey Club opposes tele- 
vision. Prefers to breaks news more 
gently to losing bettors. 





Doc Brinkley seeks 850.000 watts 
to tell the goats about their glands. 





No, Aubrey, ‘White Sails’ isn't 
sapolioed version of ‘Red Sails.’ 





Radio eds figure that if p.a. is like 
average newspaperman he knows 
more about opposition than about 
own clients, 





NBC shifting good men to bolster 
Blue web. Figure a chain is ne 
stronger than its weakest lunk. 








No. 1 on ASCAP Hit Parade: ‘Yer 
We Have No Montana.’ 
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~WAX OKAY 


With the N.A.B. in Swimming 


Wednesday, July 12, 1939 


RADIO 











2 ++ +++ 


Advancing maturity of the broadcasting industry is emphasized by the 
current N.A.B. annual convention which is the 17th. To those ‘newcomers’ 
who directly or indirectly have gotten into radio within the last four, five 
or six years (and they are perhaps in the majority) the fact that the trade 
association itself was organized in 1922 is like a link with the stone age. 

‘Remember-whening’ was rather more noticeable this season. 
the boys began counting up the number of conventions they’ve been to. 
Still able to get around without a cane for support some of these broad- 
casters, and others, count the passing years with growing pangs for their 
departed youth when, as they say, ‘they could take it.’ 

The absence of one playboy-broadcaster was noted as a sign of the new 


times. This gent went home, not to 
after four bright days in New York 


terpreted by his contemporaries as an omen of an approaching day when 
one broadcaster will greet another broadcaster with the salutation, “My 


God, you look terrible!’ 
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Atlantic City, July 11. 


Some of 


the convention, unable to carry on 
last week. This was apparently in- 








Edward Klauber scores another, 
frst for CBS. It's the first time that | 
a Columbia executive v.p., has at-| 
tended an NAB convention. 





Mutual played shy of the rest of 
the network mob by taking quarters 
in another hotel. NBC and CBS 
bunched at the Ambassador, while 
Mutual checked in at the Ritz Carl- 
ton. 





Norman Seigel of the Cleveland 
Press only daily paper radio editor 
covering convention. 

John S. Young, radio director for 
the N. Y. World’s Fair, delegating 
for WSPR, Springfield, Mass., of 
which he is part owner. 





Louis Caldwell, Washington barris- 
ter, specializing in steamed clams 
during his convention stay. 





Lambdin Kay, WSB, Atlanta, will 
spend several weeks motoring 
around New England after the NAB 
meet. 

Bob Berger, Federal government’s 
radio program co-ordinator, around 
to get the reaction of broadcasters to 
the waxed series now being dis- 
tributed by various Washington de- 
partments. 





Fred Brokaw, of the Raymer of- 
fice, scramming back for the New 
Hampshire wilds to get the conven- 
tion fog out of his system. 





John Shepard 3rd’s new mustache 
almost thrust him into obscurity 
around the Ambassador lobby. The 
tickler had many fooled into think- 
ing he was some one else. Shepard 
is grand duking at the Traymore in 
eight rooms. 





Lew Weiss of Don Lee network, 
California, arrived at Penn Station, 
New York, for the Atlantic City 


Express completely outfitted in 
heavy tweeds and a vest and pro- 
fessing consternation complaining 


about the hot weather in the east. 
Mrs. Weiss and daughter along. 





Sidney Kaye, copyright attorney 
(CBS, et. al.), wowing the delegates 
with stories in dialect, 





Ben Pratt was working for Rip- 
ley’s Believe It or Not Odditorium 
Saturday and on Sunday was back 
on the NBC payroll for NBC blue 
Publicity chores. 





Frank Mullen of RCA golfed Sun- 
day morning with ‘Mr, Blink’s clubs’ 


and Neville Miller’s pants and it 
Tained. 





al 





Mrs. L. B. Wilson, former dramatic | 
Stock leading lady, at the convention. 
- B. himself, upon arrival, forsook | 
his customary caramels and went on | 
& salt water taffy binge. 





Ed Kirby of the N.A.B. staff had 
@n extra cause of worry during the 
convention. He was expecting word 
of fatherhood momentarily. 





Owen Uridge of WJR, Detroit, and | 
Gene Carr of WGAR, Cleveland, did 
& pre-convention gander at the 
World’s Fair, Many of the dele- 
Sates made Atlantic City the last, 


not the first, stop on a swingaround | 
of the east. 








— City bunch at NAB include 
— fhm and John Schilling, 

neral managers respectively of 
WDAF and WHB, who are combin- | 


/exees converging here. 
|European head, 


ing vacation trips with families in| Danny Danker, Coast radio head. 


tow. Arthur Church, of KMBC, 
makes it strictly a biz trip. Ellis 
Attebury, KCKN chief, flew in Fri- 
day with Herb Hollister, boss of 
KANS, Wichita, at the controls. 





Cincy stations represented at the 
NAB conclave by: 

Jim Shouse, Bob Dunville and 
Dewey Long for WLW-WSAI. 

L. B. Wilson, Lloyd Venard, 
WCKY. 

Bill Schudt, Bill 
WKRC. 


Williamson, of | 





WNEW, New York is represented 
by six staff members, viz: Richard 
O’Dea, Walter Duncan, Herman 
Bess, Max Weiner, Marvin Dewitt 
Rae, Tom Hamilton, 





Scripps-Howarders present in- 
clude Jack Howard from Manhattan, 
Jim Hanrahan from WMPS, Mem- 
phis, Dick Westergaard of WNOX, 
Knoxville, and Mort Watters of 


WER Snow — aero 


L. B. WILSON 
TALKING WITH 
CBS 








STRATEGY WILL | 
BAG KID SHOWS 


First Time That Major Net-| 

works Have Allowed Ex- 
ception to Traditional Re-| 
quirement That All Broad-| 


casts Employ Live Talent | 











| 
i 





OFFSETS DON LEE 





As part of its campaign to crash | 
the Don Lee Network’s monopoly of | 
commercial kid shows NBC will now 


allow the broadcasting of transcrip- | 


tions over the blue Pacific link. It’s | 
the first time that NBC has made | 
any sort of exception to its policy | 
against clearing a recorded program | 


over a station hookup. Two juve | 
series that NBC expects to wean 


over this fall through the change in 
policy for the westcoast are ‘Little 
Orphan Annie’ (Ovaltine) and ‘Jack 
Armstrong’ (Wheaties). 

NBC officials explained last week 
that the deviation from the net- 
work’s policy on transcriptions will 
not apply to any other of the com- 
pany’s hookup operations. Also that 
it was quite probable that the ex- 
ception in the case of the westcoast 
would be restricted to kid shows. 

Even though it started out about 
a year ago to attempt to chip 
Puway art of Non See's_kid sched- 
ule, NBC had been unable to make 
much headway because of Blackett- 
Sample-Hummert’s demand that it 
follow the Don Lee procedure of 
feeding a westcoast link from trans- 
criptions. Don Lee has 90 minutes 
of kid commercial shows five days 
a week. 

CBS does not contemplate going 
along with NBC in making an ex- 
ception of its no transcription-orig- 
inating policy as far as its west- 
coast link is concerned. 





L. B. Wilson of WCKY, Covington- 
Cincinnati, has been negotiating with 
the Columbia network with a view 
to switching his station, due to go 
50,000 watts, from the NBC blue, 
Wilson was in New York City for 
three days prior to the Atlantic City 
convention and the issue was fully 
discussed. While reports of Wilson 
and CBS getting together have been 
heard intermittently for the past sev- 
eral years and the present deal is in| 
no sense consummated, the openly | 
avowed dissatisfaction of Wilson | 
with the deal in Cincinnati recently | 
signed by NBC and WLW is thought 
to give the switchover a probability | 
previously lacking. 

If and when going through a 
WCKY-CBS deal would likely call. 
for Wilson to acquire Columbia’s 


| 
| 








JOHN BENSON OF 4A’S 
ASKS CODE COMMENT 


John Benson, president of the 
American Association of Advertising 
Agencies last Friday (7) sent copies 
of the proposed NAB code to radio 
directors of member agencies to get) 
their reactions to the provisions. | 

The recipients were asked to read | 
the document over the weekend and | 
mail in their written comment Mon- | 
day (10). 








Funkhouser Back to FCC 





ON NBC PACIFIC 





IRNA Group Bitter on Network ‘Spots’ 





Practice of Using Time Breaks for Little Children of 
Big Advertising Families Resented 





LA SCHEUBEL’S PARTY 


Three Girl Time-Buyers Reconnoi- 
ter the Convention 








Atlantic City, July 11. 

Contingent of femme agency time 
buyers counted up to three for this 
convention. Besides the two regu- 
lars, Reggie Scheubel of Milton Biow 
and Beth Black of the Joseph Katz 
Agency, there was Linnea Nelson of 
J. Walter Thompson. 

Miss Scheubel pulled a man-bites- 
dog routine Sunday night (9) by 
tossing a party for station reps and 
broadcasters with her two contem- 
poraries also present. 

Girls got together on the chorus 
of ‘I want to be loved for myself, 
not my billing.’ 


‘NOCENSORSHIP, 
EARLY TELLS 
N. A.B. 


Atlantic City, July 11. 
Steve Early, secretary to Pres- 
ident Roosevelt, addressed the N. A. 
B. (talk-atso0 broadcast) at noon to- 
day (Tuesday) in advance of the in- 
dustry’s scheduled consideration 
this afternoon of the proposed code 
of business and program practices. 
Early thought most of the worries 
of the broadcasters over Govern- 
ment ‘censorship’ were needless and 
unwarranted. He believed that the 
existing practices, if followed, would 

assure radio of its prerogatives. 


Obviously referring to Father 
Coughlin, he spoke of ‘prejudice’ 
and ‘notoriety seekers’ and ‘special 
axes to grind.’ His thesis was that 
anything that violated the American 
concept of fair play was self-de- 
stroying in the end. 

Early deplored the friction be- 
tween broadcasters and FCC be- 
cause of the State Department’s 
eagerness to have shortwave pro- 
grams. Early pointed out that do- 
mestic was one thing, foreign an- 
other, and that out-of-the-country 
‘interpretations’ of actions here had 
to be borne in mind. 

















N. W. Ayerites at convention: H. 
L. McClinton, C. H. Cottington and 
Jake Breiel. 


———— 


WKRC in Cincinnati by purchase or, Considerable Mystery Over His Absence and Status— 
Industry Attorneys Spotted Him as ‘Antagonistic’ 


alternately, for WKRC to be moved 
to another market. Idea is that) 
WCKY with 50,000 watts and prices 
well under WLW would strengthen 
Columbia. 

WCKY’s being licensed to Ken- 
tucky and WKRC to Ohio would pre- 
sumably facilitate such a deal. 





Kleenex Ends Serial | 


Kleenex (International Cellucot- | 
ton Products) is dropping the ‘Her | 
Honor, Nancy James’ series (CBS) | 
July 28. 

It will have had a run of 48 weeks 








' 


Thompson Invasion | 


Hollywood, July 11. 
Heavy run of J. Walter Thompson | 


| 


and Fred Fidler, 


| month, despite denials by 


; | members that he had been dropped. 
lon that company’s payroll. 


Washington, July 11. 

Another three-month tenure for S. | 
King Funkhouser, special counsel 
for the chain-monopoly investiga- 
tion, was voted last week by the FCC | 


| after much ‘inside’ commotion over 


employment of the Virginian who 
has infuriated some members of the 
industry by his apparent antagonism | 
toward chain operation and his} 
prejudice in favor of stringent pro- | 
gram controls. Lawyer had been) 
technically off the payroll for a/ 
some | 


Funkhouser, reported a protege | 
of Rep. Clifton A. Woodrum of Vir- 
ginia, was rehired Friday (7) and 
given back pay for a few days in 
the previous month when he ac- 
tually was on the job. Previous re- 


Rae Smith, | tainer expired June 7, although the 


chain-monopely committee ordered 


head of agency’s picture department,| him to be kept on, on a month-to- 
barged tm, preceded by Cal es month basis, until digesting of the | 


froma New York. 


All are mulling problems with 


evidence is finished and preliminary | 
report has been framed. 
iover his status when the Commish | 


| was asked to make the reappoint- 


ment retroactive to the day when 
his previous term ended. 
Partial to Mutual? 

After stepping into the probe sev- 
eral weeks after its start, Funk- 
houser handied a heavy load of 
work, particularly the financial 
angles and the bulk of the network 
inquiry. To some observers, he ap- 
peared to have a broader grasp and 
sharper curiosity than the FCC vet- 
erans, but his questions also aroused 
a feeling of hostility among attor- 


/news for some of the defendants. In 


industry circles he was described | 
as vigorously anti-chain while other | 
spectators considered him to be 
biased in favor of Mutual. 

Great mystery about his status | 
during the past two weeks. While | 
telephone callers were told his con- | 
nection was severed June 7, Chief 
Counsel William J. Dempsey and 
Commissioner Thad H. Brown, act- | 
ing chairman of the probe quartet, 


ure. 
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Atlantic City, July 11 

Practice of big national radio ad- 
vertisers sponsoring several contig- 
uous quarter hours to insert non- 
related spot announcements between 
the programs and the sanction or 
encouragement of the practice on 
the part of the major networks drew 
bitter comment here _ yesterday 
(Monday) and is due to be brought 
up for further discussion tonight. 
Sounding board for the squawks was 
the Independent Radio Network Af- 
liates (IRNA) which is a wheels- 
within-wheels organization of N.A.B. 
members. 

It is the firm belief of many broad- 
easters that the practice, growing 
in the last two years, has cost sta- 
tions hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars they might have received di- 
rectly from multi-brand houses. Sta- 
tions had previously come to regard 
the brief fade in and fade out pe- 
riod between network programs as 
theirs to sell for local cut-in an- 
nouncements. Advertisers and some 
advertising agencies have resented 
this as a case of small fry (adver- 
tisers) getting a free ride on the tail- 
board of the big sponsored enter- 
tainments. Stations in general have 
not considered this point well taken. 
Meantime IRNA broadcasters assert 
that the recent trend of Lever Broth- 
ers, American Home Products and 
others to buy, say, two or more con- 
tiguous programs for two or more 
different brands and then slip a 
third or fourth entirely different 
product in the entre’acte ought to 
be met by action. Some are advo- 
cating fading out the national blurbs 


provoking a showdown. 

Preliminary discussion tended to 
become both heated and confused 
with issues inherent in the pending 
radio industry code so it was tabled 
until the latter question is thrashed 
out (this afternoon). 


SNEER CARD 








APPEARS AT 
N. A.B. 


Atlantic City, July 11. 
NAB convention wasn’t even un- 
der way before the assembled 
broadcasters at the Ambassador Ho- 
tel were treated to an exhibit of ty- 
pographical horseplay. Early Mon- 
day morning (10) NBC distributed a 
small blue card referring to the 
Louis-Galento fight reading: 
53.2%, 
New All-Time 
C.A.B. Audience Record 
Blue Basic! Blue Supps 
Keith Kiggins. 
Couple hours later after a rush 
print job another card of similar 
size and color being handed out 
around the Ambassador. It read: 
162% 
All Audiences 
GUESS WHAT 
NETWORK 
We We Wiggins. 
This was the first outbreak of 
printed handbill-type propaganda at 
an N.A.B. convention since the Col- 
orado Springs convention in 1935 at 
which frolic Ike Levy of WCAU, 
Philadelphia, was pelted with ran- 


cid words concerning his ASCAP re- 
lations, 








NBC’s blue network staff has kept 
up a running fire of promotional 
leaflets, brochures, giveaways and 
attention-getters all designed to en- 
hance its prestige and suggest high 
possibilities. Reference to new and 
pending network shows has been 
notable. 





Ken Sparnon’s Streamliners, six- 
piece novelty group from WHEC, 


Hot tiff denied all knowledge of his depart- | g0es into Seneca Hotel, Rochester, 
N. Y., for summer. 
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ALEC TEMPLETON 
With Conrad Nagel, Edna Odell, 
Billy Millis 
Music, Songs, Comedy 
30 Mins. 
JOHNSON’S FLOOR WAX 
Tues., 9:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Needham, Louis & Brorby) 
Johnson’s wax products has got it- 
self a pleasant and entertaining little 
show for the summer. It also can 
boast of a quality not so common in 
radio, namely, charm. 


lots of it. 
has become pretty well established 
among network listeners through 
guest appearances on the Magic Key, 
the Saturday Night Barn Dance, the 
Chase & Sanborn Hour and other 
commercials. Templeton’s outstand- 
ing asset is the illusion of impromptu; 
a parlor entertainer who seeks to run 
the gamut of all tastes. 

On his introductory stanza (4), 
Templeton put forth his highbrow 
hand first with a dulcet interpreta- 
tion of Chopin’s ‘Fantasy Impromptu,’ 
but immediately thereafter got down 
to the folksy level with his idea of 
howHandel might have treated “Three 
Little Fishies’ as an oratorio. Other 
imitations of his that clicked were 
those of the Guy Lombardo aggrega- 
tion and Mendelsohn’s ‘Spring Song, 
as ground out by a dilapidated coin 
player-piano. Templeton also made 
a likeable interlude of his blending 
four different pop tunes into a melo- 
dious improvisation. His accompany- 
ing patter was tersely effective all 
the way through. 

Edna Odell, who haiis from Chi- 
cago, does impressively well by the 
vocal moments. Her style is slightly 
throaty and the output is both clear 
and melodic. The only holdover on 
the show is Billy Mills, the maestro, 


JOHNNY MACK BROWN 

With Tex Rangers, Isleta Gayle 
Songs, Talk, Playlets 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Friday, 8 p.m. 

WABS-CBS, New York 


This is a summer filler for Colum- 





| the eye-picture generally. 


bia’s Friday 8-8:30 p.m. niche, It 
consists of film actor.and ex-football 


‘player Johnny Mack Brown, an in- 


genue, Isleta Gayle, and a group of 
cowboy singer-musicians. The pro- 


The pro-|gram comprises prairie yodelling by 
gram’s star, Alec Templeton, projects | the 


singing group with a running 


His is a versatility that | ‘background’ between Brown and the 


girl, in which they describe the 
moon and the fine evening and plant 
It’s all 


‘down on the ranch.’ Also there’s a 





ALLA NAZIMOVA 
‘The Ivory Towers’ 
Dramatic 

30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 9:30 p.m. 
WEAF, New York 


Alla Nazimova, working for the 
minimum AFRA scale of $21, added 
plenty punch to the socko Arch 
Oboler style in_ this especially- 
written-for-her ‘Ivory Towers.’ 
There were other characters in the 
playlet, but they were minor and it 
was almost a soliloquy for Mme. 
Nazimova, withal captivating radio 
entertainment. 

Besides being an excellent frame 
for Nazimova’s talent for tragedy, 
‘Towers’ was a fiery blast at the 
Nazi regime. Its indictment of cur- 


dramatization designed to paint the| rent Germany, with Nazimova in the 


| legendary 
| chantie. 


origin of a western 


lunit of its kind, far ahead of the 
usual cowboy giver-outers and show- 
\ing evidence of discipline, rehearsal 
and musicianship. 

Bearing in mind that there is a 
|large body of devotees for this kind 
lof guitar-and-tonsil entertainment, 
the Rangers deliver a good grade of 
alfalfa. 


Sophisticates may tune out a show 
like this on the first hint of its con- 
tents. Actually, if judged by what it 
sets out to be, the results are self- 
justifying. Brown hasn’t a lot to do, 
ibut his Southern accent has west- 
ern overtone and he’s a name. The 
girl handles herself well. Land. 





and his is a good, workmanly pit job. 
Included in the sales copy is a sug- 
gestion to women that they use 
Johnson’s floor wax to polish the 
family car. Odec. 





Texas Rangers is a well-integrated | 


star role, was remindful of another 
time long ago when Nazimova also 
indicted Germanism in the wartime, 
Herbert. Brenon-made ‘War Brides,’ 
a lurid, anti-Hun propaganda film. 

In ‘Towers’ Nazimova portrayed a 
German school teacher in the pre- 
war and World War periods, 
through the Republic and finally into 
Hitlerism. She sees her original 
pupils march off as cannon fodder; 
she teaches her later pupils a pledge 
to the new republic; then her teach- 
ings are directed by the Nazi state, 
with penalty of death if she dis- 
obeys. Finally, when Hitler visits 
the school and she hears the chil- 
dren mouthing a new pledge of 
hatred and incitement to war, she 
rebels publicly. The finale pictures 
her waiting for the Nazi soldiers to 
come and take her away. 

Tom Bennett’s original score also 
rated bends, Scho. 


The Katz Agency, N. Y., on August 
21 will take over national represen- 











tation of WSPD, Toledo, O. 











‘DETECTIVE O’MALLEY’ 
Mystery Playlets 
15 Mins.; Lecal 
FEDERAL THEATRE 
M-W-F; 10:15 p.m. 
WOR, New York 

Federal Theatre Radio Project 
makes these quarter-hours stand up 
nicely as okay whodunit stuff. One 
caught (7) concerned homicide in the 


Italian colony of New York. It was 
an adaption of a Collier’s short story, 
with credit given to mag and writer 
fore and aft. 


O'Malley is a somewhat confused 
characterization of a mugg who talks 
Thoid avenoo, but reasons with the 
tight logic of a mathematician. 

Scenes were swift and tied to- 
gether ably. Showed indications of 
careful preparation all the way. No 
cast credits given, as is conventional 
with Federal programs, Land. 


TOMMY THOMAS 

Little Black Book 

15 Mins.—Local 

BEN TIPP, JEWELER 
Mon., Wed., Fri., 8:15 p.m. 
KIRO, Seattle 


Tommy Thomas’ chatter for local 
jeweler Ben Tipp deals strictly with 
radio and stage personalities. Thomas 
uses crisp delivery and solid talk is 
broken up by frequent interjections 
and lead quizzing by staff blabber. 

Thomas does the commercials with 
brevity and scripts his own stanzas. 
Black Book is only one of the four 
shows over this station for the ac- 
count. Others are ‘Romance Time,’ 
band and orchestra; Tommy Thomas 
Entertains, informal song and chatter 
with small cast, and a second Little 





Black Book. Thomas major domoes 
all the Tipp shows. Smith. 
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BENNY GOODMAN Orch 
With Bert Parks i. 
30 Mins, 

CAMEL 

Saturday, 10 p. m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 


(Esty) 


Shifted to a Saturday night groovy 
on the Camel srodtars the ‘ae 
account now has three slots a week, 
Benny Goodman’s new jive show 
(picked up this time from ‘\e Gold. 
en Gate International Exposition) 
essays a swing-instruction pattern 
Bert Parks m.c.s and cues ‘he higher 
swingology learning by pointing up 
the sundry intricacies of out-of-this. 
world sending. ’ 

Goodman tees off with ‘St. Louis 
| Blues’ as the No. 1 example, and 
| the ‘daddy of all the blues,’ and 
then follows several other super. 
| jive discourses. Fletcher Henderson 
|is individually salvoed as arranger. 
pianist, the maestro explaining in 
answer to Parks, inquiry, that 
reason his band sounds ultra is 
cause its arrangers—notably Hen.- 
derson—know the fine technical 
prowess of each crack musician, and 
accordingly scores for them. Hen- 
derson, replacing Jess Stacy at the 
ivories, is featured herein. 

This is_ perhaps the first such 
widespread emphasis on orchestra- 
tion for swing bands; the average 
icky or alligator seemingly harbor- 
ing an impression that the ultimate 
in swingology is improvised, in jam 
sessions. That, of course, is so, but 
for radio the boys must arrange 
their stuff, or else, 4 

It’s obvious what new business the 
account and the Esty agency are 
eiming at via this pattern and 
Camel’s two other shows—‘Blondie* 
cartoon dramatization on Mondays 
and Bob Crosby-Johnny Mercer on 
Tuesday. All. the shows are strictly 
young blood’ stuff-and to see the 
boys and girls in their teens nowa- 
days with their chain-smoking, it’s 
seemingly a constantly fertile mare 
keting field which an: cig account 
must woo and can attract. Certainly 
the audible-through-the-mike ac-« 
claim greeting Goodman, from his 
Frisco Expo broadcast, sounded like 





the 
be. 


no staid, elderly bunch. Abel, 
‘PARKER FAMILY’ 
With Leon Janney, Jay Jostyn, 


Lynda Carlon, Mitzi Gould 
Family Episodes 
15 Mins. 

WOODBURY 

Fridays, 7:15 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Lennen & Mitchell) 

Author Vera Oldham tells her 
story with a radio—trained economy 
of means. It’s only a quarter-hour, 
yet the script lays the basis for the 
acting and direction (Transameri- 
can) to achieve a lot. 

Once a week and only a quarter 
of an hour listeners will be of the 
casual tune-in sort. For them the 
entertainment is okay in the familiar 
groove of a grown-up Penrod, who 
stumbles and postures but comes out 
a hero. Ready contrast will be to 
‘The Aldrich Family,’ but actually 
it’s a standard type of American 
folklore — small town, middle-class 
family life. 

_It’s a compliment to say of it that 
‘it’s a nice little show.’ Land. 


FOLLOW-UP COMMENT 


Walter O’Keefe’s final session be- 
fore going on a six-week loaf from 
Ethyl had a peppery laugh content 
concerning a goof detective, Philo 
Pants. After piling up laughs, the 
authors, O’Keefe and associates, went 
dry and couldn’t think of a tag. The 
wind-up was as silly and pointless, 
not to mention skirting bad taste, as 
the main part was fast anc clever. 

Such are the uneven results of 
modern radio comicking. 

















‘Big Town’ powdered last week 
until September and the bow-off 
playlet was a typical sample of the 
Lux formula. In sharp, crisp scenes 
the tale of injustice was outlined:— 
innocent boy sent to reform school 
because his mother, a shoplifter, left 
him behind as a public charge; out- 
raged girl reporter (Claire Trevor) 
infuses her sweetie (Edward G. Rob- 
inson) with indignation only to have 
him take a contempt of court rap; 
editor then has to go out and get 
the goods on the essobozo who runs 
the reformatory. Do they get the 
goods? They get a pnotograph of 
the leather thong upraised to strike 
and all ends well with two minutes 
to spare for commercials. 7 

Robinson plays the editor with 
plenty of zing and Claire Trevor 
(who will be tough to replace) gives 
the part of the girl a wealth of con- 
viction rare for what is essentially 
just a ‘feeder’ role. 








| Europe. 
| pretty much with Asia recently.) 








Raymond Gram Swing on WOR, 


.N. Y., thrice weekly this summer 


(M-W-F: 10 p.m.) attracting much 
attention for his commentaries on 
(Actually he’s been busy 


While he is at a disadvantage when 


| the news is thin, his clear presenta- 
| tions and explanations are about the 


best heard lately and remarkably 
free of the hoke showmanship some 
of his contemporaries think neces- 
sary. Swing, long a fave with Brit- 
ish listeners, is just now coming into 
comparable acclaim over here due 
to an oddity of the business. 
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NBC-AFRA Hearings on Commish 
Dispute Ends; Verdict in 2 or 3 Wks. 





ms 





Decision in the dispute between 
NBC and the American Federation 
of Radio Artists over the question 
of collection of commissions on 
minimum wage contracts is not ex- 
pected before two or three weeks. 
Hearings before the American Arbi- 
tration Assn. were concluded last 
week and attorneys filed their briefs 
Monday (10). Arbiters immediately 
took the case under advisement. 


AFRA claims that under its con- 
tract with NBC the network’s ar- 
tist bureau may not collect commis- 
sions on minimum fees, since all 
such amounts are specifically stated 
to be net. However, NBC argues 
that the contract refers to ‘producers’ 
and that the artist bureau doesn’t 
come under that classification. Also 
claimed that contrary to any lan- 
guage of the contract, it was the 
sense of the negotiations that the 
network could collect commissions. 


Case is considered vital to both 
disputants. Because by far the bulk 
uf its placements are at minimum 
fees, the collection of commissions 
is essential to the continuation of the 
NBC artist bureau. On the other 
hand, the great preponderence of all 
performer contracts are now on a 
minimum fee basis, so an adverse 
ruling would involve terrific ex- 
pense to AFRA members. 


CBS Neutral 


Although it is watching the case, 
CBS isn’t directly involved and is 
unlikely to follow NBC’s example 
if the latter wins and resumes col- 
lection of agency commissions on 
placements. Unlike its rival net- 
work, CBS never collected commis- 
sions for sustainer bookings and is 
not known to have any intention of 
beginning such practice. Like the 
matter of commissions charged by 
Air Features for engagements on 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert pro- 
grams, the agency rap by NBC was 
one of the complaints most frequent- 
ly heard during the formative stages 
of AFRA. 


There is little to indicate what the 
arbiters’ decision will be. Both 
sides appeared confident before the 
hearings began, but none of the law- 
yers concerned would make a pre- 
diction after the hearings were con- 
cluded. Most striking phase of the 
whole situation, however, is the ap- 
Parent fact that few AFRA mem- 

Ts, presumably the most vitally 
concerned in the result, are aware 
that the case is going on, let alone 
worrying about the outcome. 





Convention 








(Continued from page 23) 





Tuesday with Wednesday and Thurs- 
day morning to go. There has been 
the same old and inevitable division 
into big and little cliques, the same 
old convention inter-play and by- 
Play between anxious network of- 
ficials and rampaging affiliates, the 
familiar blue-baiting by Mutual and 
the smouldering innuendos that the 
trade association is ‘controlled’ by 
the networks and—directly contra- 
dicting this—by the numerous con- 
Stituents from the small-watters. 


But perhaps the seeming weak- 
nesses have in them the sources of 
Strength. The tendency to balk at 
any code reflects a healthy and 
Srowing self-confidence. There has 

n a lot of pussy-footing and 
namby-pamby work in the past. The 
awning on government officials 
which was an unedifying spectacle of 
Past conventions is omitted this time. 


—_— 


Dale Drake to WRR 


Dallas, July 11. 
a Drake, radio director of the 
— advertising agency here, has 
— named commercial manager of 
RR, municipally-owned _ station. 
He takes over on Monday (17). 


Drake wrote commercial copy for 








the station before joining the Crook 
agency four years ago. 


MILLER CHECKS IN 


Paid President Meets His 
N. A. B. Convention 


First 





Atlantic City, July 11. 

Ed Craig, of WSM, Nashville, 
presented Neville Miller, paid pres- 
ident, to the first N. A. B. conven- 
tion he has seen at the start of to- 
day’s (Tuesday) meetings. Miller, 
in reporting on his activities, 
stressed that no adverse legislation 
affecting radio has recently been 
enacted and no strike or lockouts 
have occurred. As regards Amer- 
ican membership in the copyright 
union, his position is similar to the 
music publishers. 

It cost $248,178 to run N. A. B. 
for the fiscal period reported and 
the revenues were $290,735. With 
$52,556 in the till, N. A. B. is more 
heeled than at the last convention, 
when it was running short of post- 
age money. 


SIX DIRECTORS — 
DUE FOR NAB. 


Atlantic City, July 11. 

NAB membership votes Thursday 
morning (13) for six new directors- 
at-large. Slate turned in Monday 
(yesterday) was as follows: 

Clear Channel Group: Frank 
(Scoop) Russell, NBC, vs. William 
B. Hedges, NBC, and Harold Hough, 
WBAP, Fort Worth, vs. Lambdin 
Kay, WBT, Atlanta. 

Regional Channel Group: George 
Norton, WLAP, Louisville, vs. Don 
Searle, KOIL-KFAB, Lincoln; Ed 
Craney, KGIR, Butte, vs, Don Elias, 
WWNC, Asheville, N. C. 

Locals’. stations: John Elmer, 
WCBM, Baltimore vs. Gilbert Free- 
man, WTAL, Tallahassee; William 
West, WTMV, East St. Louis vs. 
Harry Spence, KXBO, Aberdeen, 
Wash, 


Y & R Takes Over Prod. 
On Fels’ ‘Hobby Lobby’ 


Young & Rubicam is taking over 
the production on Fels Naptha’s 
‘Hobby Lobby.’ This will not affect 
Dave Elman, the originator and 
maestro of the novelty show, who 
continues to preside and to collect. 

Move is in line with Young & 
Rubicam taking over the production 
detail of Phil Lord’s ‘We, The People’ 
(Sanka) after the program had been 
originally launched as a free-lance 
effort. 

° b J . . 
Bridges’ Trial on Air 
San Francisco, July 11. 

Deportation trial of Harry Bridges, 
Pacific Coast labor leader charged 
with illegal entry into the United 
States, is being reported nightly over 
KYA here, KFD, Los Angeles, KWJJ, 
Portland, and KEEN, Seattle, in a 
series of quarter-hour broadcasts 
sponsored by the Harry Bridges De- 
fense Committee. 

The summary of trial proceedings 
is prepared by a CIO reporter after 
each day’s session at Angel Island in 
San Francisco Bay, where the trial 


started yesterday (Monday). Allied 
Advertising placed the account. 




















Ebenstein on Coast 


Hollywood, July 11. 

Herbert Ebenstein has set up quar- 
ters here for Radio Attractions, Inc., 
and installed Ed Grigsby as western 
division manager. Bob Collier is 
handling publicity and sales promo- 
tion. 

Transcription outfit’s first place- 
ment here was ‘Fu Manchu’ for Eno 
salts on KHJ. 
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MEETS GRITICISN 


Knox Reeves Agency Has'| 
Worked Out New ‘Educa- | 
tional’ Formula With 
Author Talbot Mundy— 
Meets NBC’s and Club- 


Women’s Ideas | 





STARTS IN FALL 


_ 


General Mills will have a com-! 


pletely revamped ‘Jack Armstrong’ | 
serial when the kid show returns to | 
NBC Sept. 25 next. This is in 
response to NBC’s own children’s | 
code and the clamor of the club- 
women and other critics of kid pro- 
grams. Sponsor hopes and believes 
that its effort to interpret criticism 
will convince the world at large that 
‘Armstrong’ must be conspicuously 
excepted from glib fault-finding of 
children’s proyrams. 

Talbot Mundy, the author, is} 
under instructions from the Knox | 
Reeves agency of Minneapolis to | 
follow a plot pattern that, while not 
sacrificing action and mystery ele- 
ments, will be ‘healthily stimulating’. 
It won’t hurt General Mills feeling 
if some of the groups that have been 
critical in the past pass a resolution 
or two of recognition for their 
efforts. 

As Knox Reeves agency sees the 
revised serial, which will be heard 
daily at 5:30 p.m., these ‘plus angles’ 
will be present: 

1. Education, introduced by dra- 
matization of historic facts, 

2. Travel. The author has act- 
ually been to the places he will 
write about. 

Children will learn from ‘Jack 
Armstrong’, for example, about ‘dia- 





Night Baseball Due in Chicago 
And It's Already Messing Up 
The Local Program Problem 








STAHLMAN BY REMOTE | 


To Pick Up Publisher in Europe for 
Round Robin 





Atlantic City, July 11. 


James G. Stahlman, publisher of | cents. 


the Nashville Banner, is expected to) 


play his scheduled part in the N.A.B. | 


round robin broadcast that is to in-| 


clude Will Hays from Hollywood | 
and Neville Miller from Atlantic | 
in prog- | 


City. Arrangements are 
ress by the networks to pick up the 
publisher from either Paris or Lon-| 
don. 

He went over on the new Yankee 
Clipper air line. 


DISK BIZ BRISK 
ON RADIO TALKS 


Seattle, July 11. 

A complete transcription of every 
speech that is sent out through local 
outlets by persons in Seattle public 
life, and resale of the platters after 
cutting to interest desiring info 
which might have not heard the 
talks, is developing into a paying 
sideline by the Seattle Recording 
Studios. 

The recording outfit picks up the 
air stuff in its own studios, files it 
and takes a chance on interested 
people wanting the disks. So far 
business has been good and promises 
to increase as the boys begin to 
throw their adjectives at the dialers. 











mond mining’ with high-powered 
rifles, or how the African ostrich 
is threatened with extinction due to 
hunters seeking diamonds in their 
crops. Sugar-coated lessons in geo- 
graphy, history and real-life adven- 
ture is the general plot formula 
that has been decided upon. Most 
of the action will occur in foreign 
countries. 


All Kid Shows Affected 

NBC's tightening up on the script 
contents of kid shows has resulted 
in the retention of but three juve 
commercial series for the coming 
fall. They are ‘Orphan Annie’ 
(Wander Co.), ‘Jack Armstrong’ 
(General Mills) and ‘Tom Mix’ 
(Ralston). The first two of these 
will be on the red link, while the 
third will have a cross-country blue 
hookup. 

Sponsors of the surviving trio 
have been advised that their scripts 
will be subject to the most thorough 
scrutiny during the coming season 
and that many elements permitted 
in the past will hereafter be sum- 
marily taboo. Two kid serials that 
will be among the missing this fall 
are ‘Dor Winslow’ and ‘Terry and 
the Pirates.’ 

‘Dick Tracy’ (Quaker Oats) will 
have to remain as an evening half- 
hour show or else, The account will 
have no choice, resuming a late 
afternoon spot, as was contemplated, 
on a basis of five quarter-hours a 
week. 


BLIND DRAMA ACTORS | 
MARK NEW RADIO 1ST 


San Antonio, July 11. 
For the first time in radio history, 
a cast of blind players were heard in | 
two original plays through WOAI 
Thursday (6). The broadcast was a 
feature of a current drive with a 
goal of $1,000 to finance the activities 
of the local Lighthouse for the blind. | 
The script was translated into 








by Monte Kleban. 
Elisa, a blind girl, is heard weekly | 
in a quarter-hour program of songs | 





through WOAI, San Antonio. 


A bitter cleanup campaign by pub- 
lic officials and a minister is now 
underway with different interests 
taking sides, and hot copy is sizzling 
through the press and over the out- 
lets. Prosecuting attorney B. Gray 
Warner has purchased and installed 
a transcription outfit in his own of- 
fices and has admitted publicly that 
he recorded a conference he had 
with the chief of police in which the 
cleanup campaign was discussed. 

When the chief denied that he had 
discussed certain matters with the 
prosecutor, the latter stated that he 
had recordings of the chief’s words. 
The prosecutor’s mike is planted in 
a box on his desk which appears to 
be an ordinary radio set and he 
throws his switches from his top 
drawer. 


KFDA, AMARILLO, TEX., 
PRIMES FOR AUG. 1 


Amarillo, Tex., July 11. 

KFDA goes on the air here Aug. 1 
as a Mutual station and as one more 
of the radio and newspaper proper- 
ties in which the Nunns, father and 
son, are interested. Cornelius Gooch 
is president of the corporation. 
tion has 100 watts unlimited time on 
1500. 

(Since their original connection 
with WDAG, Amarillo, 
Nunn and his father, 
Nunn, have been interested in, among 








Don C, Robbins comes in as com- 
mercial manager of the new station | 
here. He has lately been with the | 
San Francisco office of station rep | 
Walter Biddick. Program director-| 
ship goes to Earl Strandberg. 


New Faces at WABC 


WABC, New York (CBS) has! 
three newcomers. Edwin Marshall, | 








Mary O'Keefe, to handle traffic, | 
have joined the payroll. 
Miss O’Keefe is from WTHT, | 


Hartford. j 


Chicago, July 11. 
Night baseball will invade Chicago 
some time in August when the Chi- 
cago White Sox will inaugurate a 
series of games under the candes- 
Already the problem is caus- 


|ing insomnia among the radio sta- 
tion operators and sponsors. Whether 
to carry the night games or not, is 
the question; and not so easy to 


answer since the stations all have 
schedules set up on the basis of 
strictly daytime baseball. 

WBBM can’t carry the night 


games since such broadcasting would 
kick holes in its regular Columbia 
network commercials. Instead will 
pick up the out-of-town games of 
the Chicago Cubs (National League) 
that afternoon. 


WGN and WCFL each will carry 
the evening games of the Sox. How- 
ever, no decision is yet made as to 
what they will do about the after- 
noons left open by the switch of the 
ball game from day to night. It is 
likely that they will carry the out-of- 
town games of the Cubs also, though 
there is squawking from the pro- 
gram department (showmanship, re- 
member!)—that this will mean a 
rather heavy dose of baseball. 

Ralph Atlass has a different prob- 
lem on WJJD since that station is 
due off the air each evening at 10 
o'clock. Besides, the station has 
some important commercials be- 
tween 9-and-10. He hopes to arrange 
switch to his WIND, if the schedules 
on latter can be revamped to 
squeeze in the ball game. 

Sox are figured to play at least 
seven night games this season, which 
means seven headaches, but the sta- 
tions are now looking ahead to 1940. 
Should the Cubs also go to night ball 
and the leagues raise the permitted 
number of evening games from the 
present seven to 14, it would mean 
that 28 games in Chicago would be 
played at night. This is practically 
one-third of the regular schedule of 
77 home games. It would be impos- 
sible for any station with top net- 
work commitments for evening com- 
mercials to clear. 


Plane, Mobile Units - 
Give WLW Scoops 
On Kentucky Flood 


Cincinnati, July 11. 
Airplanes and mobile unit cover- 
age enabled WLW to score radio and 
| facsimile news beats on the cloud- 
| burst-flood Wednesday (5) in the 
Morehead (Ky.) area, which claimed 


more than 80 lives and caused severe 
property and agriculture losses. 


Michael Hinn, announcer, and a 
Cincy Times-Star photographer flew 
over the stricken section, about 125 


| miles from here, in a _ chartered 
i 

















Sta- | plane a few hours after the disaster 


| and returned promptly. Hinn broad- 
| cast his story over Croslgy’s 50,000- 
| watter and did repeats for NBC and 


Gilmore | Mutual network airings. Times-Star 
J. Lindsay | ©4me out that afternoon with a first- 


page, five-column cut of devastated 


other holdings, WCMI, Ashland, Ky.| Morehead and credited WLW for the 


and WLAP, Lexington, Ky.) | special airplane photo. 


WLW also did a from-the-scene 
broadcast that afternoon via its 
mobile unit for spread to Mutual 
stations. Job was handled by Cecil 
Carmichael WLW-WSAI special 


| €vents and publicity director; Bob 


Booth, remote engineer, 
Mason, announcer. 
the program on 
Parade stanza. 


On its farsimile transmission that 


and Ed 
_ Mutual carried 
its Front Page 


braille and the plays were directed to. write; Richard Goggins, to direct; fternoon from 2:15 to 3:15 o'clock, 


WLW flashed five aerial pictures of 
the Cisaster taken by the Times- 
Star’s Peter Koch, along with a brief 
word description, 
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_ — “Showmen who bece Been waiting for Sr il 
: another picture like ‘Monte Cristo’ needn Ww 
This is it.” : 
















| | _ ’ . ‘Small delivers a winner to Xu mM in thi 
a | Aeros | tho light box-office « 





|  Boxoliee dooatilte:: nes -one ol the m 
| . : : a | . 4 a s : of the year. Small who won distinction 
8 | _ _ Caos has lost none of his flair for bringin f 
immortal Dumas.” 
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EDWARD SMALL 


presents 
The Alexander Dumas Classic 


<i! THE MAN 


in the 


B noi MASK 


A James Whale Production starring 


ding and engross. (iia LOUIS HAYWARD = JOAN BENNETT 
7 ee Times — | q with Warren William + Joseph Schildkraut - Alan Hale 
Directed by James Whale: Screenplay by George Bruce 
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Boake Carter on Air-Mailed Discs For 
Local Sponsorships New Levy Idea 


Boake Carter Speaking 


Philadelphia, July 7. 

Editor, VARIETY: 

May I present the true facts of a 
situation which, I feel, as reported 

- for local sponsorship. | by your Washington correspondent 
= - et itl - 12% min. | Under a Washington dateline in the 

bah dasmaavedan asus spy dager As ; July 5 issue, is both unfair to former 
utes, allowing plenty of time for Rep. John J. O'Connor and myself, 
local commercials. ir 7 _ and simply is mg mg in oe of its 
shipped out by air mail daily to/ implications, or facts as they may 
keep the commentator’s spiel as up-| concern me personally. 
to-the-minute as possible. Rates a The story indicates that Mr. 
the five-a-week series vary for cities | O’Connor and myself were or are in 
of different size and depend 0M) cahoots to cause a newspaper furore 
whether Carter is used sustaining OF | oye, alleged radio censorship. Fur- 
commercially. |ther, your Washington correspond- 

Broadcasters’ reactions toward ent writes ‘the Boake Carter piece 





Philadelphia, July 11. 
Boake Carter will return to the 
air in September via discs. Platters 
will be made available via WCAU 
five times weekly to stations through- 
out the country as either sustainers 
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purchase of such an air feature, be-| (referring to a column I wrote con- 
lieved to be the first time anything | cerning relations between the White 
like it has been offered, is being | House and radio), which occasioned 
gauged at the NAB convention in! some tongue-clucking in Congres- 
Atlantic City this week. Alan Scott, sional lobbies, is regarded by radio 
WCAU commentator, has had nu-! people as an initial attempt to agi- 
merous station owners listen to some | tate the editorial writers. Failure to 
of the dises in a Hotel Ambassador | accomplish this result is thought by 
suite. WCAU also queried broad-| industry observers to be the ex- 
casters in this section of the coun- planation of the non-sequitur corre- 
try, getting a highly-favorable re-| spondence with Kirby’ (referring to 
action, before it decided to go ahead. | a statement by Mr. O'Connor). 
Stations buying the waxings will get May I give you the true facts: 
exclusive rights in their primary Returning from New York to 
daytime coverage area. Philadelphia one afternoon, I hur- 
Dr. Leon Levy, prez of WCA, is| ried into the Pennsylvania station, 
Carter’s personal manager, N. Y., and waited for the gates to 
dons open for the Pennsylvania flier, The 
‘ Senator, which stups at Philadel- 
, phia. 
WABC 5) 3 Hr. Silence Among those passengers waiting I 
- saw Congressman ’Connor. I had 
Transmitter trouble near Wayne, | not seen him for two years or more. 
N. J., caused by a cireuit breaker in | I walked over, said “Hullo, Congress- 
the main power line burning out, man.” I asked if he were going to 
silenced WABC, New York, for about | Washington, which he was. I ex- 
three hours and a half Monday (10) | plained I was going as far as Phila- 
morning. Took the New York outlet| delphia. We walked downstairs to- 
for CBS off the air shortly after 8| gether and took seats in a parlor 
a.m., with service not resumed until | car. 
after 11:30 o’clock. As any newspaperman would do, 
Did not interrupt service to other|I sought his views of the general 
stations of the net. WABC was/ Political picture. Our conversation 
swamped with calls from listeners.| turned to radio broadcasting. He 
Rival stations, including WOR, told me some things which I felt 
WEAF. WJZ and WNEW, helped by would make a readable column, I 
xplaining the shutdown. | asked him if he objected to my put- 
ati | ting together some of the things he 
/had talked about. He had none 
° whatsoever. Conversation drifted to 
Code in the Head 1940 prospects. Philadelphia was 
reached. With the customary salu- 
tatlons consonant with common 
courtesy, I stepped off the train. Mr. 
O’Connor, to the best of my knowl- 
edge, went on to Washington. I 
the committee’s draft offers no modi-; have not seen him, spoken to him, 
fication of the original proposal but written to him or he to me since 
does extend the exceptions. This| that occasion. I wrote my column 
it does by recommending that ‘be-/ and that was that. 
cause of the varying economic and; 7 am not the least interested in 
social conditions throughout the| y+ mr. Oo’Connor may be doing, 
United States members of the NAB since he is now in private life and 
shall have the right to present to) no jonger a public servant. I don’t 
the NAB for special ruling local) sy50se he is the least interested in 
situations which in the opinion of| wnat I do or write, either. Cer- 
the member may justify exceptions | tainly, whatever I may have written 
to the above prescribed limitations. | was no ‘initial attempt to agitate edl- 
The section pertaining to news and torial writers.’ The same charge 
commentators underwent complete! might be leveled against Westbrook 
revision at the hands of the commit-| Pegler for the column he wrote 
tee. On the objection of some of| about radio broadcasting, much 
the committee, the word ‘interpret’ along the same vein as I did, in his 
as associated with ~ews was struck syndicated column July 5 in the 
out and the term ‘analyze, substitut- | 
ed. The news section was made to 
read as follows: 
‘News shall be presented with 
fairness and accuracy and_ the 
broadcasting station or network shall 
satisfy itself that the arrangements 
made for obtaining news insure this 
result. Since the number of broad- 
casting channels is limited, news 
broadcasts shall not be editorial. 
This means that news snall not be 
selected for the puropes of further- 
ing or hindering either side of any 
controversial public issue nor shall 
it be colored by the opinions or de- 
sires of the station or network man- 
agement, the editor or others en- 
gaged in its preparation or the per- 
son actually delivering it over the 
air, or, in the case of sponsored 
news broadcasts, the advertiser. 
‘The fundamental purpose of news 
dissemination in a democracy is to 
enable people to know wnat is hap- 
pening and to understand the mean- 
ing of events so that they may form 
their own conclusions and, there- 
fore, nothing in the foregoing shall 
be understood as preventing news 
broadcasters from analyzing and eclu- 
cidating news so long > such analy- 
sis and elucidation are free of bias. 
‘News commentators as well as 
all other newscasters shall be gov- 
erned by these provisions.’ 





N. Y. World Telegram. But, I don’t 
suppose Peg is anymore in ‘cahoots’ 
with any congresstman, ex-congress- 
men or would-be congressmen than 
am I. 

| Would you be a good sport and a 
| square shooter and give this reply 
| of mine a break in your next issue, 
| $0 as to even up the ‘story’ and let 
| the ‘other side’ get a play? My very 
best thanks. 

Boake Carter. 





Smaller Space for WHAT 


Philadelphia, July 11. 

First. visible action by the new 
owners of WHAT was taken last 
week in ordering the station to move 
to smaller quarters. It will remain 
in the Public Ledger building, home 
of the former owners, however. 

Inasmuch as the station paid no 
rent to the Ledger, it had been as- 
signed a large, rambling suite. With 
a monthly fee now being paid for 
the space, Bonwit Teller and Co., 
new ops, believe smaller studios will 
suffice. 





Edward E. Wegman, chief an- 
nouncer for WSAY, Rochester, goes 
to WEBR, Buffalo. Harold Kolb 
moves up to chief announcer spot 
and Tom Pritchard, formerly on 
WNBF, Binghamton, joins WSAY 





announcer staff. 


———— 





SCHOOL’S OUT 





Program; Adults Now 





Cincinnati, July 11. 
School of the Air series, which has | 
was announced last week by James ! 


room broadcasts will be replaced by 
an adult education series. 

Last season WLW fed nine Na-| 
tion’s School of the Air programs | 
weekly to Mutual’s coast-to-coast ' 
network. 


¢ STATION IDEAS 3 


Aeronautic Interest Pays 

Winnipeg, July 11. 
Station CJRC turned out a goodly 
mob of youngsters to the local air- 
port to effect a tie-up for one of its 
station sponsors. Account was Kel- 
logg’s Howie Wing and show was 
local Model Aircraft contest. Kids, 
many of them members of the 
Howie Wing Cadet Corps, turned out 
in droves to be met by CJRC’s Mo- 
bile Unit. Rusty Young, special 
event spieler for station, put tyros 
on the air and quizzed them on 
aeronautics generally, working in 
plenty of plugs for the program. 
Truck also made effective splash for 
station by being spotted in center of 
field. 








Good Will Gesture 


Seattle, July 11. 
KIRO pulled a nifty here on Do- 
minion Day, Canada’s Fourth of 
July, when Bill Newell, radio ed of 
Vancouver Sun, was called into the 
local studios to m.c. a half-hour 
show over the Columbia outlet with 
a hands-across-the-border theme. 
The program was made up of so- 
loists, plus a band. With KIRO 
having many dialers in the near >y 
Canadian district, gesture brought 
station a flock of letters. 





Direct Yacht Race Results 

San Francisco, July 11. 
Nightly reports on the San Fran- 
cisco-to-Honolulu yacht race are be- 
ing short-waved direct from one of 
the competing boats, the Geoanna, 
and are being aired by KSFO as a 
high spot in Bob Garred’s ‘Stream- 
lined Headlines’ newscasts. An- 
nouncer Jimmy Wallington and Al- 
lan Packard, CBS short wave engi- 
neer, are aboard the Geoanna, owned 
by D. K. Washburn, Los Angeles. 
The race began a week ago, starting 
from Treasure Island. 





‘Singtime in The Rockies’ 
Salt Lake City. 

‘Singtime in the Rockies’, mass 
tonsil workout sponsored by Hudson 
Bay Fur Co., over KDYL, local 
NBC-affiliate, broke existing attend- 
ance records last week when over 
5,000 localites and tourists treked to 
Liberty Park for the singfest. 

Half hour spot, now in its fifth 
consectutive year, is one of the 
major features of the summer adult 
recreational programs, under coop- 
eration of the city playground com- 
mission. Ted Kimball handles mike 
chores, and By Woodbury’s station 
band supplies the music. 





Octogenarian Baseball Fans 
Philadelphia. 

Tieup has been set by WCAU with 
the Philly Record for the start of a 
baseball club of fans 80 or over. 
It’s figured they’re too ancient to get 
to the parks very often and thus 
make the best listeners, 

Station and paper will co-op in 
taking the a.k.s. to at least one ball- 
game. 





‘Kids Off Streets’ Idea 
Milwaukee. 

Journal station, WTMJ, embarking 
on campaign to keep the town’s 
kids off the streets during the sum- 
mer. In order to induce the young- 
sters to stick within the confines of 
regulation playgrounds, WTMJ is 
setting up a series of programs 
broadcast direct from various play- 
grounds throughout the city. 

Show will ride three times weekly 
with Bob Heiss as m.c. and general 
handler. Heiss will bring in special 
guests on each show to tell the kids 
yarns, advice and sports chatter. 





Ranger to WLW 
Cincinnati, July 11. 
Tex Owens, claimed to be the orig- 
inal Texas Ranger in radio, joins the 
WLW-WSAI staff Aug. 1, under di- 
rection of George C. Biggar, rural 
program supervisor. 





Since 1931 Owens has been affili- 
ated with KMBC, Kansas City. 





WLW Drops Decade-Old Juve School | 


} 
Discontinuance of WLW’s Nation's | 


been running for more than a decade, | 
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IN NEW YORK... 


Welcome Lewis, recently with WHN, is in Mexico with Hazel Flynn of 


D. Shouse, general manager. Class-| the Radio City Music Hall...Charles K. Freeman to England, France and 


Russia to study radio and television...Polly East, just a wife all these 
years, now assisting hubby Ed East on his Dr. Brown’s Cel-rey show. 

Ed Gardner, currently commuting from Westport (Conn.) for confer. 
ences on the Texaco show, is due to go to the Coast about Aug. 1 for an 
indefinite stay...Bob Jennings of Kastor, Chicago, did a quickie in and 
out of town last week...Owen Davis’ son Donald with NBC’s television 
division...Sid Spivak of CBS is in Europe...Henry Senber, who used to 
press agent Orson Welles, works for N. Y. Telephone now. 


Gwen McCleary, actress and continuity writer, has a leave of absence 
from station KSO-KRNT, Des Moines, to join ‘Alibi Club’ new CBS sus. 
taining program to come out of New York. 


Ken Dyke an exception at NBC ... didn’t go to the N.A.B. conven- 
tion... Joe Keeley, now ex-radio but well known via N. W. Ayer, was 
promoted last week at J. M. Mathes. 


Ed Cashman, who shifted from directing to the CBS Artists Bureau, has 
resumed his former status...William Robson, of the CBS directing staff, 
succeeds Clark Andrews as director of ‘Big Town’ for Ruthrauff & Ryan... 
Charles Vanda, Coast program director for CBS and handling the ‘Gateway 
to Hollywood’ show, is in New York...Fred Bethel, formerly with CBS, 
joining Mutual as director. 


James Montgomery Flagg may be added to the Phil Spitalny show in the 
fall by General Electric...Jeanne Dante, legit actress, has joined the ‘Big 
Sister’ cast, subbing for Haila Stoddard...Norman Corwin readying a new 
series, but not a repeat of his ‘Words Without Music,’ for CBS in the fall... 
Marian Shockley a lead in the ‘Adventures of Ellery Queen’ series, has 
been one-spotting on the Phil Baker show. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


John Conte and Martha Mears optioned by Hormel for another stretch of 
‘It Happened in Hollywood’...J. Walter Thompson dishing up a new set of 
summer commercials for Chase & Sanborn, so Announcer Ken Niles drops 
out until the old order is resumed... Harlow Wilcox, barker for Fibber 
McGee and Molly, took time out from his polo playing to get hitched in 
Reno to Mari Bishop, of Oak Park, Ill...Bob Brewster ended his honey- 
moon and back at production reins of Kraft Music Hall...Frank Graham 
did a spot with Amos ’n’ Andy, one of the few times an outsider has been 
called in...Sara Langman producing new series of plays on KFWB... 
Louella Parsons columned in L. A. Examiner last week that ‘Conrad 
Nagel’s latest heart beat is Clare Olmstead. They were a devoted twosome 
the other eve at the Brown Derby.’ Olmstead is chief talent buyer for 
Young & Rubicam. The lady must have been confused by his front 
monicker...Bing Crosby will drop in on his Kraft program midst his va- 
cation to air-preem the songs from his newest picture, ‘The Star Maker’ 
...Eddie Holden and Reg Sharland are back on NBC with their ‘Watanabe 
and Archie’ turn, one of the old Coast faves...Gordon Jenkins batoning 
‘Signal Carnival’ while Meredith Willson loafs, and may take it through 
the Fall if Willson goes exclusive with Maxwell House...Charlie Vanda 
back at KNX to whip those summer sustainers into shape...Tarrying in the 
east after the NAB conclave are Donald Thormburgh, George Moskovics, 
Lewis Allen Weiss and Leo Tyson...Bernie Gray closed out his ‘Night 
Owl’ on KGFJ and hiked to N. Y. for duty with WMCA...Basil Rathbone 
and Nigel Bruce auditioned ‘Sherlock Holmes’ for Bromo Quinine. Tom 
McKnight came out to do it for Stack-Goble...Conrad Nagel was handed 
a congrats wire after the first Johnson wax summer program. It was signed 
by Producer Cecil Underwood, seated next to him as he read it... Bill An- 
drews, NBC night manager, captains the chain’s chess team. Has more 
time than the others to study those moves...Jimmie Fidler will loll in 
Honolulu for two weeks of his sabbatical. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Charlotte Holland to ‘Road of Life,’ John Larkin to ‘Caroline’s Golden 
Store,’ Bonnie Kay, Brian Morgan, Hilda Gram and Orin Brandon to 
‘Backstage Wife’ ... Lucille Long of WLS, off to Europe for vacash... 
Nancy Hamilton of ‘One for the Money’ getting some ether offers follow- 
ing click of legit show in Chi... Ros Metzger has set deals for use of 
Warner Bros. and Essaness circuit theatres for Quaker Oats ‘Little Kurnels 
Radio Circus’ shows... 


Columbia tossed a party for ‘Alice Eden’ and ‘John Archer’ (phoney 
names) to introduce them to the press for the get-away of the new ‘Career’ 
summer show for Wrigley...Ken Griffin and Blair Walliser have entered 
their boat, Revenge, in the Mackinac Island race. Skippers will be defend- 
ing their title, having won the race last year...Maurice Lowell leaves the 
NBC production department here to join Benton & Bowles, New York... 
Don Hancock out of the Columbia-WBBM spieling army and will free- 
lance...‘Knickerbocker Playhouse’ show for Teel this week shifts from 
Sunday night to Wednesdays. 


SAN FRANCISCO... 


Warren Hull left Hollywood long enough last week to m.c. the Artie 
Shaw coast-to-coaster from here ... Benny Goodman will air four of his 
new Camel Caravan shows from Treasure Island, the second scheduled 
for next Saturday ... Members of the Woman’s Magazine of the Air cast 
at KPO taking turns pinch-hitting for m.c. Bennie Walker while he 
vacashes at Clear Lake. They include Happy Gordon, Charles Marshall, 
Ann Holden, Ruth Sprague (Suzy Q), Janet Baird, Clarence Hayes, Charles 
Gerrard and Helen Kleeb ... Tim and Irene back ir town for a visit; 
they got their radio start here several years ago on the ‘Carefree Carni- 
val’ at KPO ... Judith Waller of Chicago, and William Webb of New 
York, were here last week to arrange NBC broadcasts from the National 
Education Assn. convention; director Sterling Fisher of Columbia’s ‘School 
of the Air’ also in town for the confab . . . To describe the arrival of the 
fleet in San Francisco Bay last week, mikemen Jack Gregson and Bob 
Garred, of KSFO, and engineer R. V. Howard climbed a temporary lad- 
der to the top of the 400-foot Tower of the Sun at the Golden Gate Inter- 
national Exposition, carrying equipment strapped to their backs .. . Carle- 
ton E. Morse and the cast of ‘One Man’s Family’ up from Hollywood for 
at least two months, airing the ‘Family’ and ‘I Love a Mystery’ series from 
the local NBC studios. Mikeman Dresser Dahlstead also up to announce ..e 
Dick Wynne, announcer formerly at KJBS and KYA, added to the radio 
staff at the fair . . . Gold watch has been presented to producer Walter 
Guild of KSFO’s ‘Salute to Industry’ by local jewelers after a broadcast 
paying tribute to the jewelry trades... 

Jack Gregeon airing thrice-weekly sports commentaries titled ‘Sports 
Liner’ over KSFO, with script authored by himself....Tro Harper’s ‘Mad- 
house Rhythms’ returned to KSFO....Newscaster Bob Andersen of KPO- 
KGO and his bride, the former Margaret Hanley, secretary to CBS sales- 
man Clyde Coombs, had a two-day honeymoon. Don Thompson and Rob- 
ert Ackerley subbed for Anderson on his newscasts during his absence.... 
Manager Reiland Quinn of KYA sought to sell time to a local department 
store; instead was sold a suit. One of the station salesmen ditto’d in a hat 
store, bought himself a hat....Jack and Mrs. Sayers of KNX, Hollywood, 
in and out on vacash....Charles Vanda, CBS western program chief, in 
town briefly en route to Des Moines, Iowa, for final ‘Gateway to Hollywood’ 
audition....David Vaile has been upped to production manager at KYA, 
doubling also as chief announcer....Fred Briggs, formerly with KGU, 
Honolulu, now announcing at KYA. 
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NBC goes on Record 


In its new book “Broadcasting in the Public Interest” 


will be found important statements of policy 


for all those interested in radio 


HEN you read “Broadcasting in the Public 

Interest” we believe you will agree that 
it is an outstanding example of self-regulation 
on the part of a business. In the 80 pages of 
this volume you will find NBC policies and 
standards covering every phase of broadcast- 
ing. They have been planned to cover all con- 
tingencies that can arise in broadcasting, as 
near as that is practicable, from the view- 
point of the public interest. 

Almost the moment that copies of “Broad- 
casting in the Public Interest” were sent out 
we began to receive commendatory letters 
from distinguished citizens. Members of the 
Cabinet, Senators, Representatives and other 


government officials express approval. So do 
leaders in education, industry, welfare work, 
medicine, religion and other professions. 

In addition to its statement of policies, NBC 
includes in this book an account of the devel- 
opments which led to their adoption. There is 
also a brief prediction of what lies ahead. No 
man can forecast the future with any certainty. 
NBC believes, however, that sponsors and sta- 
tion owners can look forward with confidence 
on the basis of the policies now on record. 

Every person who is connected with broad- 
casting in any way should have “Broadcasting 
in the Public Interest” in his library. A request 
to NBC will bring you a copy without charge. 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 
The World’s Greatest Broadcasting System 


A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE ~ 
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AS FAVOR FOR PAL SEN. WHEELER ACTS | 
AS ARBITER IN ASCAP- MONTANA CASE 





Gene Buck and Louis Frohlich Go to Senator’s Office 
Today—NBC and CBS Refuse to End Service| 


to Montana 


counsel, will do the talking for that 
organization at the meeting in the 
Montana Senator’s office. Spokes- 


Feud between the Montana broad- 
casters and the American Society of | 
Composers, Authors and Publishers | 
has been tossed into the lap of Sena- | 
tor Burton K. Wheeler. Faced with | 
infringement litigation and threat-| portunity to air the issue before a 
ened loss of their network program] lawmaker of Senator 
services. the Montana station men} standing. They propose to have 
have prevailed upon ASCAP reps! Buck and Frolich tell of the cam- 
to meet them today (Wednesday) in! paign of legislative legal harassment 
the Washington office of Senator | 
Wheeler for a discussion of their! 
counter grievances. It’s the first | 
time that a Washington senator or | 
representative has been placed in} 
the position of acting as arbitrator ; 
of a dispute between ASCAP and its} - Both NBC and Columbia have so 
licensees. Senator is a warm per-| far declined to act on ASCAP’s de- 
sonal friend of Ed Craney of KGIR. mand that they stop feeding net- 

Gene Buck, ASCAP prez, 
Louis Frohlich, of ASCAP general! music to their Montana affiliates. 


for the past five years and the huge 
expense in legal fees and loss of li- 
cense fees that all this has meant 
to the Society. 


Networks’ Slant 


men for ASCAP declared last Fri- make it mandatory upon them to cut 


day (7) that they welcomed this op- | 


| holding an ASCAP license. 
Wheeler’s | 


to which ASCAP has been subjected | 


and| work programs eontaining ASCAP | 





ASCAP submitted this notice after 
it had cancelled the local licenses 
of the Montana stations in retalia- 
tion against the latest anti-ASCAP 
measure passed by the Montana leg- 
islation. 

NBC and Columbia have refused 
to recognize the validity of ASCAP’s 
argument that the lecenses held by 
the networks’ originating stations 


off the service of any station not 
Copies 
of correspondence on the subject 
have been sent to the Montana out- 
let concerned. 


Another angle of the Montana 
ruckus is the conspiracy and fraud 
action which A. J. Mosby, of KGVO, 
Missoula, has filed with a justice of 
the peace in Hellgate Township 
against ASCAP and the networks. 
The suit followed the cancellation 
of local ASCAP licenses. 





Gwen Lammas, exec 2 UW, Syd- 
ney, now on way to London. 
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Philadelphia—Doug Arthur, who spiels by day on WIBG, goes to WIP 
nightly as m.c. of the ‘C’mon and Dance’ show becomes Art Douglas. It's 
okay when he remembers. But listeners get slightly muddled when he 
signs on WIP as Art Douglas and then forgets and signs off as Doug Arthur. 





Kansas City.—During an early morning broadcast recently Bob Gray, at 
the mike of KCMO, saw one of station’s pet canaries, used on various pro- 
grams, escape cage and fly out the window. An announcement as ito 
canary’s loss and proferred reward of five theatre ducats brought bird back 
before close of program. 





Kansas City.—Station WHB has sponsor who called to say he should be 
charged for 55 announcements instead of 54 as billed. Re-check by station 
Eighth time in five years sponsor has claimed bill too small. 

+ 


Alfonso Act Il Spot Campai 
Cincinnati, July 11. P Pp Ers 


WSAI extended courtesy of: shar- . 


: . a | Stanco, Inc., through McCann- 
ing in Mutual's All-Star game (11) |p ickson, Inc, New York, spotting 
broadcast to its local baseball-airing|two series of daily quarter-hour 
contemporary, WCPO, of Scripps transcriptions on KSFO, San Fran- 
Howard Radio, Inc. Tie-up was by) cisco—‘Meet Miss Julia,’ for Flit (in- 
Mutual's nod. It’s the first such Sect Spray), and ‘Career of Alice 
linking by these stations. | Blair’ for Daggett & Ramsdell cos- 
Red Barber, chief miker of the | ™etics. 
American National tilt, did baseball | i 





























chores for WSAI before joining WOR! Cook’s Products Co. (Gerard's 
this season to cover the Dodgers’|French dressing), through Rufus 
: diamond clashes. Rhoades & Co., participating once 

|}weekly in Elma Latta Hackett’s 








| ‘Friendly Homemaker’ program over 














"T ain’t just what you do 
It’s the way that you do it! | j,k 
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VER half of all new network advertisers 


selected Mutual in the first six months of 


this year. © This record indicates there is new 


attract it. It proves that a cooperative group of 
stations can multiply profits—as well as share 
them. ¢ The power of such a network to increase 
this service to advertisers and listeners will be 
limited only by the amount of cooperation the 
stations may extend. ¢ As the stations participate to 
a fuller extent, they will benefit increasingly from 


independence of operation and profit-sharing. 


Zhe Mutual Broadcasting System 


— San Francisco. 
| 
| New Biz: At WTAQ., Green Bay, 
| Wis. 

International Harvester Co., Chi- 
cago, 26 spot announcements, through 
Aubrey, Moore & Wallace, Chicago. 

Northland Greyhound Lines, 5 
| programs weekly through Beaumont 
| & Hohman, Cleveland. 

Babson Bros., Chicago (Surve 
transcriptions, through 
| Matteson-Fogarty-Jordan, Chicago, 








Nash motors is placing a new spot 
announcement campaign. It’s for 26 











of them at the runoff rate of two a 
day. 
| Ex Lax has extended its an- 
nouncement campaign through the 
summer. 

Marvel cigarettes (Stephano 


Bros.) has bought the CBS Pacific 
northwest for three quarter-hours a 
week starting July 24. Program will 
be Tom Breneman’s Sport’s Popoffs, 
originating from San Francisco. Ait- 
kin-Kynett, of Philadelphia, is the 
agency. 





| BC Remedy Co. has signatured an- 
| other year’s contract with WSM, 
Nashville. It’s for two sports re- 
views weekly, plus three afternoon 
minute sports bulletins. 


RANEY, 0O’DELL APART 
Schenectady, July 11. 

The Hi-Boys, Max Raney and Doye 
O’Dell, have split their act. Raney 
is now heading Radio Rangers on a 
morning sustainer over WTIC, Hart- 
ford, and O'Dell is doing a single 
daily on same station. 

They teamed at WGY after play- 
ing at that and other stations, as well 
as under canvas, with Doc Schnei- 
der’s Texans. 








Reggie Foort back at BBC theatre 


organ July 9 for his 1000th broad- 
cast 


network business to be had, and that Mutual can : 
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_ f. In Listener Interest, 
2. Advertising Preference, 
3. In Community Service. 


America’s Pioneer Station 


Geo. P. Holiingbery Co. 


Hew York, Chicege, Sez Freacisce, Atieste 
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BB “WNEW AUDIENCE TWICE 
BB THAT OF ANY OTHER NEW YORK 
INDEPENDENT STATION” 


PERCENT oF TOTA 
L 
QUARTER Hours OF LISTENING 


10.4 





Like Johnstown took the Derby... 
Like the Yanks took the pennant... 
Like America took the polo cup . 





Tha t's how WNEW took the other New Yo rk City 
independent stations in a contest to deter rmine 
whi ch had the greatest audi ience. 
It wasn’t even close. When ‘Hooper r-Holmes tab- 
| ulated the results, WNEW showed up with well 





over twice the listeners. 3. o 
Other independent , researches, too,” 7, prove | 
| WNEW’s 5 great sales-buildi ing power. We v will be 

happy to send you these surveys—even happier to 

show them to you. Our” ‘address— 501 Madison 2, 5 


Avenve. Our ' "phone number — Plaza 3-3300. 


YORK 
IWNEW I 


SERVING NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY 24 HOURS A DAY 
5000 WATTS BY DAY - 1000 WATTS BY NIGHT - 1250 KILOCYCLES 
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CBC’s Control of All Canadian 
Radio Starts Ahead of Time 
By Banning Lowell Thomas Show 


revenue which, since the advent of 
radio, had been directed to a new 
Corp. does not officially take over | advertising channel, is manifestly 
blanket control of radio in this|jubilant. And the Canadian press 
Dominion until Sept. 24, pre |has given up its formerly feeble bat- 
liminary edict has banned Lowell/tle over that issue of ‘freedom-of- 
Thomas off the Canadian ether: that | speech’ on the air. For instance, “The 
is, no Canadian station may carry | Toronto Daily Star,’ largest circula- 
his commentary-report on news of |tion-getter in the Dominion, gave less 
the world inasmuch as he has a/| than two sticks to the announcement 
sponsor. |that, after Sept. 24, CBC would 
Solution, of course, is that Can- | control all broadcasting in Canada, 
adian set-owners are twirling the | "°t only advertising but all program 
dial to a U. S. station which carries | ™4terial. 
the Lowell Thomas spiel; but that| The privately-owned radio crowd 
defeats the aim of nationalized radio| are waging feeble resistance, de- 
in Canada, namely that Canadians | spite the loss in advertising revenue 
will be lured to listen to programs | ; , 
of Canadian origin when these are | t® independents. There is the occa- 
sugar-coated, prior to or subse- sional rebel, but Horace Stovan, go- 
quently, by the top-notch programs | between for CBC and the private 


emanating on an exchange basis | owners. will shortly start on a trans- 
from NBC, CBS, or Mutual. vale F 


Edict of CBC that it will take over |C@nada tour to swing the isolated 
all privately-owned radio stations in| protestants into line, The point is 
Canada on Sept. 24 has aroused | that no major independent is battling 
radio-listeners in this country, but|this new ‘September crisis.’ The 
no outlet for concerted squawks is| plan is supposed to increase listener- 
evident. The Canadian press, now | interest in Canada in that CBC will 














Toronto, July 11. 
While the Canadian Broadcasting 





seeing the restoration of advertising | sandwich into the independents’ pro-|vately-owned bloc are content to 
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stand wide-open. The penalty for 
non-compliance with CBC decision 
is that the indies will be ploughed 
under in connection with chain 
broadcasts. 


N. Y. (NBC) Television 





JULY 12 Ne Separate Time Deals 
ee ares Sarah Wheeler. Henceforth, private stations will 
: > mit i i 
12:30—George Ross. not be permitted to negotiate with 


advertisers. And they will knuckle 
under to CBC in program presenta- 
tion, They will hand over a per- 
Bride’ (English centage of their time to CBC and re- 
ride’ (English). ceive a basic rate which, on the most 
JULY 13 part, will be lower than their pre- 
i aad “eee vious advertisins card-rate. The 
— —— es | CBC alibi, accepted by the privately- 
| 


12:45—Newscast. 
8:30-10—Film; Jessie Mathews, 
Owen Nares in ‘There Goes the 





12:15—Film shorts. owned stations, is that the standard 

12:45—Alice Maslin interview- | of programs will be higher, in that 
ing Dewees Cochran on doll- |‘ BC will shoulder increased produc- 
modelling. | tion costs. 

8:30—Phil Loeb, Three Sailors, | In the past, private network hook- 
Jim Wong Troupe, The Virgin- | UP* in Canada were made by direct 
jians. pi Bg A gga the pe ess 

an 1e station-owners, rme 
JULY 14 | specifying just what Canadian cov- 
12—Bastille Day program. 'erage they desired; henceforth, all 
se henge a |such matters will be referred direct- 
: aughn de Leath, a- ly to CBC for CBC. approval; in 
mela Nape, Jane Burkhalter, Dr. | other words, private negotiation be- 
C. C. Clark. 'tween the station and the advertiser 
|will no longer be permitted; the 
: would-be buyer of Canadian radio 
hres the cream of the American | time will, in future, dicker with the 
stations series. Federal-appointed CBC, 

That CBC will, hereafter, control} Such an announcement of dic- 
all ether advertising in Canada, with | tatorial control should interest the 
resultant loss in revenue to private| press in Canada, but it has not; it 
stations, is evident; the indies, never-| has, however, interested the Ca- 
theless, refuse to fight. CBC officials | nadian public. Via the trade papers, 
state that they are not yet ready to|the Canadian Publishers’ Assn., has 
divulge all plans in connection with | announced that it is in harmony with 
the taking-over of all Canadian! the CBC ultimatum, that ‘this simi- 
broadcasting control; yet the pri-|larity of ideas has created a happy 

partnership’ between the CPA and 


























WHEW | 


all radio homes were tuned to WLW.” WHEW! 


were the result of “averaging” markets and stations. 


long as that’s clear, everybody's happy. 


station | 


WCHS 














TAKE A TRIP WITH US 
TO “NEVER-NEVER-LAND” 


WLW has paid the topsy-turvy fare! 


Recently, WLW has been making some curious statements—in this and other publications. For example, WLW 
said, regarding a 13-city “survey” in what they term their “primary market’: 


“Results show that the average audience tuned in to WLW Monday through Friday is 111.8% greater than 
that of the domirant local stations serving these markets.” WHEW! 


And: “The leading local station in each of these 13 markets was able to attract only an average of 22.8%." 


And: “WLW so dominates this territory that, day in and day out during the entire week studied, 48.3% of 


The weather's kind of hot but, even so, our friends of WHAS in Louisville (one of the 13 cities) asked ques- 
tions .. . SINCE THE “SURVEY” ADMITTED THAT THE WEEK DAY SCORE SHOWED A LOUISVILLE AUDI- 
ENCE ALMOST FIVE TIMES GREATER FOR WHAS THAN FOR WLW. The “research organization” explained 
that LOUISVILLE WAS AN EXCEPTION but “elsewhere WLW does dominate the entire area.” 


So we took OUR pen in hand (Charleston, W. Va., is another of the 13 cities). “How come.” we said, “that 
in the same weekly recapitulation of the same WLW ‘survey’ during the mornings‘ WCHS had 100% MORE listeners 
than WLW. in the afternoon, 22% MORE, and, for the entire week, 20% MORE... how come the ‘elsewhere’?” 


The “research organization” answered US. “There were two of the cities in which this study was conducted 
WHERE THE AVERAGE WEEKLY LISTENER PERCENTAGE FAVORED THE LEADING LOCAL STATION OVER 
WLW. THESE CITIES WERE CHARLESTON, W. VA., AND LOUISVILLE, KY.”—then they added that WLW’s claims 


So we who questioned the “survey” are left with the claim of a radio station—WLW—offering coverage of a 
“Never-Never-Land” to which no one ever journeys except to discuss “averages.” 


WHAS—a REAL station in a REAL city—dominates ITS markets. WLW proved that! 
WCHS—a REAL station in a REAL city—dominates ITS markets. WLW proved that! 


All of which leaves WLW supreme with its “average audiences” in a mythical kingdom called “Average.” So 


And, by the way, now that we're back to thinking about REAL people in REAL markets, we are grateful to 
WLW for proving again that in Charleston, more people listen more hours to WCHS than to ANY OTHER radio 


5.000 WATTS (Cl' Permit LS) 
CHARLESTON, W. VA. 


THE BRANHAM COMPANY—NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 
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CBC; which would indicate that an 
encroachment on freedom-of-speech 
via the ether is no affair of the press 
in Canada so long as this is not a 
threat to the advertising revenue of 
newspaper publishers, 

Meanwhile, the Goebbels-like an. 
nouncement has gone out that Ca. 
nadian listeners will hear such 
broadcasts as the Government-ap- 
pointed agency thinks they should. 
Fortunately, Canadian listeners have 
an alternative; because of their prox. 
imity to a democracy to the south, 
Canadians may dial in whatever pro- 
grams they desire; which is their 
answer to the CBC edict and which, 
fundamentally, defeats the aim of 
nationalized radio in Canada, 


GEO. TRENDLE STICKS 
TO RADIO BIZ 100% 


Detroit, July 11. 

Concurrent with resignation late 
last week of George W. Trendle as 
prez of United Detroit Theatres 
Corp. (Par), it was revealed that 
King-Trendle Broadcasting Corp. is 
mapping erection of brand new 
studios for WXYZ here, with an eye 
to television and an expected boost 
in power. Also pianned to remove 
station’s present transmitter equip- 
ment to a twenty-acre site recentiy 
selected in Detroit suburbs, 

Trendle, who purchased WXYZ 
in 1930 with John H. King (Kun- 
sky), former head of the old Kun- 
sky Theatres Corp. here, quit his 
UD theatre post to devoie ali his 
time to radio enterprises, which in- 
clude ‘Lone Ranger’ ether shows and 
allied connections. Trendle, after 
buying WXYZ, formed the Michigan 
Radio Network, which now includes 
WBCM, Bay City; WELL, Battle 
Creek: WFDF, Flint; WIBM, Jack- 
son; WJIM, Lansing; WKZO, Kala- 
mazoo, and WOOD-WASH, Grand 
Rapids, the latter under direct re- 
lease to King-Trendle corporation. 

One of the major reasons for re- 
linquishing his theatre connections 
was development of ‘Lone Ranger,’ 
Trendle’s original idea, into an an- 
nual million-dollar enterprise in- 
cluding, besides the ether shows and 
film serials, thousands of sideline 
articles ranging from newspaper 
comic strips to chewing gum. ‘The 
Green Hornet,’ another of Trendle’s 
air serials, likewise has developed 
into a nationalized enterprise. 


Proposed new studios for WXYZ, 
it’s understood, will include all new 
equipment and complete provisions 
for television broadcasts. Present 
studios are located in the Macabees 
building here. With the expected 
boost in power, station’s new trans- 
mitter will be moved to the new site 
outside city, but new studios will be 
located near heart of Detroit. Pres- 
ent plans are also understood to call 
for a sizable radio theatre in the 
new studios. 


WXYZ expects granting of five 
kilowatt power today and hopes to 
have new transmitter building and 
equipment in operation by Sept. 15. 
After that time one kilowatt trans- 
mitter in Macabee’s building ex- 
pected to be used for ultra-high 
frequency broadcasts looking toward 
television after experimentation. 
Will use studios and antenna now 
located in Macabee’s building after 
new transmitter is opened and may 
add further studios later on top of 
Stroh building downtown, in which 
WXYZ has its commercial offices 
at present. 


Gerald Ford’s Company 


Albany, N. Y., July 11. 

Ford Marine Telephone & Tele- 
vision Corp. has been chartered to 
conduct business, with principal of- 
fice in Manhattan and with a capital 
stock of $20,000. Directors are: 
Gerald W. Ford, New Rochelle; H. 
Wallace Capron, West Barrington, 
R. I.; Edward Maxwell, Greenwich, 
Conn. 








Nordlinger, Riegelman & Cooper, 
New York, filed the papers. 
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: Louis-Galento Fight 


June 28th 1939 | 
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Thanks to the sponsor, 
Schick Injector Razor—and 
their agency, J. M. Mathes. 
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Report Murray-Brockington Regime 
May Give Private Broadcasters 
Some Consideration in Canada 


By MORI KRUSHEN 
Montreal, July 11. 
A ‘may and if’ report emanating 
from reliable sources in Ottawa are | 








| trol, it was intimated by the CBC 
| that the Government stations may 
| lay off national spot and local com- | 
| mercials as much as possible, leav- 


to the effect that the Canadian| img way open for private stations 
3roadcasting Corp. may permit the | tO Pick up revenue 

establishment of a national coast-to-| Indications were that an official 
coast network composed of private} declaration was to be forthcoming 


stations. But only sometime within | 
the next two years. 

Gladstone Murray and other CBC 
officials huddled with Harry Sedge- 
wick, president of the Canadian As- 
sociation of Broadcasters in Ottawa 


from Ottawa to this effect but both 
Major Gladstone Murray and L. W. 
Brockington, chairman of the Board 
of Governors of the CBC, sailed for 
England on the Empress of Britain 
| Saturday (8) v.ithout any 
on July 7. It is thought that as a| statement regarding commutation of 
gesture towards private broadcast-| death sentence for private network 
ers, to soften blow of stricter con-| operation. 


issuing 








In regard to limitation of national 
spot and local commercials over | 
CBC stations it is understood that 
the two new Government transmit- 


k i 


| ters, in the west and the maritimes, | 
will not take any business of this 
kind. 

Talk of a -oast-to-coast net for 








private stations, under close super- | 
vision of the Government. was 
linked up with the thought that the 


TO COVER 


CBC intends to limit commercial 
GREAT BRITAIN programs somewhere around the 
: previously mentioned figure of 


$500,000 annually. Should this limit | 
be adhered to then the CBC would | 
be able to turn over a considerable | 
volume of national business to the | 
secondary circuit composed of pri- | 
vate stations. 


| 
In on Industry Talks | 


N QO RMAND i | Thought was also thrown out that 
the president of the Canadian Asso- 


| ciation of Broadcasters, an organ- 
ization representing private broad- 
casters, might be invited to attend 
| all meetings of the Canadian Broad- 


You MUST Use 





Full Particulars of Air Time and 
Talent from | 


INTERNATIONAL casting Corp. in the future, thereby 
BROADCASTING COMPANY | giving independent stations repre- 
sentation in any talks concerning 

LIMITED . ae 


_ broadcasting in general. 

With regard to political speeches, 
it is understood that the Canadian | 
Broadcasting Corp. will earmark} 
eight hours free to each party prior | 


A 275 County Primary | (\WNWAX, 
Area ? What station? \\ of course/ 
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If WNAX primary daytime area were 
a single state, it would be one of the 
most remarkable states in the coun- 
try. 


First in cash farm income, farm 
acreage, value of farms, autos on 
farms, trucks on farms and so on. 
But that’s just part of the story. 


; that 


| 14 


| repeated promises, the State Depart- 


| operators will not be obliged to pro- | 





It’s more than a tremendous rural 
market. That single state would be | 
tenth in total population, eleventh in 
total retail sales and twelfth in total 
radio homes. 


The WNAX Primary Area is worth 
cultivation — intensive Cultivation— 


through WNAX., 


The facts are more than interesting. 
They’re downright important to you. 
Write us for them—or call your near- 
est Katz Agency office. 


* And, of course, you 
can buy WNAX in com- 


bination with the Iowa 
network at an excep- 


tionally low cost 


YARKTOM, $.B. * 570 Kilocycles > CBS 
$000 WATTS L.$. © 1000 WATTS HIGHT 
Represented by THE KATZ AGENCY 








to a Federal general election. Time | 
on the Government étations would | 
be allotted the various political 
parties for free, but private stations 
will be able to sell their time should 
they wish to do so. Reported, also, 
the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. will have no time available 
for provincial or municipal politics, 
leaving this field entirely to the 
private stations on a commercial 
basis. 





Reaffirms 
A statement issued by the Ca- 
nadian Broadcasting Corporation, 


from Ottawa, over the week-end re- 
affirms the decision to take over 
administration of private network 
broadcasting. 

The statement says that this new 
plan ‘is in accordance with the pol- 
icy stated before the parliamentary 


committee.” But it is not in ac- 
cordance with what private broad- 
casters were told by CBC officials 
in Montreal last spring when they 
were given to understand that there 
would be greater freedom in get- 
ting lines for network purposes if 
they stayed away from the Parlia- 
mentary Radio Committee then in 


session at Otbawa. 

By staying away from the Radio 
Committee broadcasters lost their 
only chance to make known their 
grievances to the only legislative 
body empowered to give them re- 
lief. They didn’t go to Ottawa only 
because they were told that there 
would not be difficulties in getting 
lines for network broadcasting. 





Radio ‘Drs.’ 





(Continued from page 1) 


| ence 
i casters, Press Association, Reporters 





identified with solicitations of pa- 
tients in need of checkups, X-rays, 
blood tests, surgical operations or 
just rest and relaxation. In between 
the life and death stuff they peddle | 
advice to the lovelorn and the mis- 
mated. 

Negotiations are under way for a. 
supplemental agreement which may | 
end the deadlock and bring Mexican 
ratification of the year-old agree- | 
ment, permitting early reallocation 
of wave lengths in the United States, 
Cuba and Canada, and opening up 
more ribbons for use in this 
country. 

In view of Mexico’s reneging 


a 
ment and FCC have taken the initia- 
tive in sounding out other chief sig- 
natories about the possibility of some 
concessions to appease the politicos 
below the Rio Grande. In order to 
bring things to a head, this country 
is willing to waive some of the; 
points which have led to a stalemate. 
The Mexicans are admittedly | 
adverse to removing some of the ob- | 
jectionable border stations. Under 
the treaty and a parallel understand- 
ing between the U. S. and Mexico, 
clear channels are supposed to be al- 
located only to transmitters serving 
each country’s own nationals, so that 
the expatriate Americans’ with 
plants below the border would be 
deprived of their present choice 
berths. After much stalling, Mexico 
now has come out openly with a 
refusal to confirm the promises of 
her Havanna negotiators without 
some clause allowing the borderites 
to use the ribbons reserved for 50} 
kw operation. 
Tit for Tat 

While not willing to back-track | 
completely, the American position | 
now is that Mexico may be allowed | 
to keen the border stations, but U. S. | 








tect them as specified in the engi- | 
neering requirements. In _ effect, | 
Mexicans could take their chances | 
and be subjected to whatever natu- 
ral interference may result from | 
American assignment of stations | 
closer than the standards would | 
permit. It’s a tit for tat pronosition. | 

Secrecy which customarily sur-.| 
rounds diplomatic relations has been | 
thrown around the newest ma- 
neuvers. But it is reliably said the 
State Department is trying to get 
Ottawa and Havana to string along 
on this basis, with assurance that 
the U. S. will not back down per- | 
manently. Nor do the U. S. officials 
consider any such concession would 
represent a promise to give Mexico 
more clear ribbons in. the future. 
Such bridges will be crossed when | 
the various nations actually reach | 
them at a subsequent parley, now | 
not expected for several years. 

Confirmation came from the State | 
Department Saturday (8) that a! 
proposition concerning Mexican res- | 
| 


ervations have been submitted to 
Canada and Cuba. No response as 
yet, nor any unofficial indication as | 
to their reaction toward such an 
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Govea, Cuba's Clean-Up Man, Ending 
Fake ‘Cable’ News on 96 Programs 





Havana, July 5. 

The executive committee of the 
Cuban Broadcasters Association has 
moved in to the office next door to 
Juan L. Govea, Cuba’s new Radio 
Director, in order to be at hand when 
Cuba’s radio cleanup man wants to 
consult it. Govea himself made the 
arrangements for space in the same 
floor of the Communications Dept. 
Building, furnishing the office, desks 
chairs, paper and pencils. 

Reluctant to appear as a censor 
when he thinks something must be 
taken off the air or some announcer 
called on the carpet for double 
meanings, etc., Govea gets together 
the broadcasters committee, suggests 
the idea and when approved, re- 
quests that the committee write him 
a letter asking that action be taken 
for the good of the association. 


During the past week he added a 
few more tunes to the banned list 
and daily called to his office num- 
bers of announcers, masters of cere- 
monies and singers, known for their 
off-color remarks or _ bad-taste 


scripts. 


This week he started working on 
the ‘talking newspapers of the air’ 
and immediately his first step was 
to decree that news could not be read 


| verbatim from printed newspapers. 


This step was followed by a confer- 
with delegates of the broad- 


Club and Air reporters in which 
groundwork for a campaign to clean 
up the 96 ‘newspapers of the air’ in 
Cuba was laid. Eventually only pro- 


fessional newspapermen will work 
such programs, professional an- 


nouncers will read them, and unless 
they can present proof or contract 
with some news service stations will 
not be allowed to read ‘cable’ news. 

Larry Haas of United Press and 





Winnipeg Station Pulls 


Serial Suddenly And 
Listeners Panic Staff 


Winnipeg, July 11. 
A minor riot was started around 
the local Government-owned CKY 
when the new Procter & Gamble 
show, ‘The Man I Married’, started 
its unannounced broadcasting. 


Event started off with listeners 
calling and wanting to know what 
had happened to ‘Central City’, This 
caught the staff of the wave-tosser 
literally behind the eight ball, as 
they hadn't the faintest idea, either, 
and were doing a little questioning 
of their own. Came the morning 
mail and still no explanation, just 
a cryptic note to change the news- 
paper listings. 

Added beefs are being rained on 
the heads of the station by the un- 
knowing public, for cutting the 
‘at its most interesting 
point’. In the meantime staff is 
adopting a ‘darned if we know’ at- 
titude when queried regarding the 
strip. 





Jack Harris’ London Casino Band 
to lead new series of BBC variety 
shows alternate Wed. nites, titled 


| ‘It's That Man Again.’ A band show 


on ‘Band Waggon’ lines, it will have 


| Tommy Handley and Cecilia Eddy as 


comedy team. 


conference with Govea regarding the 
piracy of news from their agencies, 
| that has been going on for years by 
| Some of the local rags and that now 
}- being done by some radio stations, 
| Govea requested a full report on the 
| Situation and promised to step in also 
lin this breach of the Intern 
| Radio Law. 


presen Canizares of Transradio had a 


ational 








| 


RICHEST 
MARKET 


Most sponsors of broadcast time on 
CFCF run year after year. They kaow 
from experience that CFCF is the most 
listened-to radio station in the Montrea’ 
area. 


CFCFE can build sales for you 


CFCF and Short Wave CFCX 
Owned and Operated by 


Canadian Marconi Company 
NBC Affiliate 
Representatives: 


CANADA 
All Canada Radio Facilities 


U.S.A. 
Weed & Company 
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TRANSAMERICAN 
& TELEVISION 


NEW YORK 





We are very happy to announce that 
MR. MURRAY GRABHORN has become 


associated with this organization. 


CHICAGO 


BROADCASTING 
CORPORATION 


HOLLYWOOD 
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] é === a 0 Fox, Myron, KDYL, Salt Lake City. ar orn 
Gammons, Earl H., WCCO, Minneapolis. 9 e9 


Gellard, Samuel J.. WLTH, New York. 
Gentling, Gregory P., KROC, Rochester, 
| Minn. 


~ e 
' ' Gimbel, Benedict, Jr., WIP, Philadelphi: 
NBC higher-ups last week denied the report that a drastic shakeup in the | Glade, Earl J., KSL, Salt Lake City Show with Sets as Giveawa S 
sales department was slated to come on the heels of the appointment of | {ck Perle J... WS0c. Charlotte, N. C. ’ 


t ; ; | Gove, Edward L., WHK-WCLE,’ Cleve- 
Keith Kiggins as director of the blue network. If, it was said, there are | land. 
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| to be any changes in that department, they would be in line with the new | §if30"% iil wee 

licy of having people in various departments concerning themselves| Gude, John G.. CBS, New York, | Morency, Paul W.. WTIC, Hartford. Milwaukee, July 11 
} pe ith blue network activities with Kiggins as coordinat | Hackathorn, Ken K., WHK-WCLE,| Morgan, Clay, NBC, New York, , ; u 
strictly with blue ne oordinator. Cleveland. Morton, Oliver, WENR-WMAQ, Chicago. 


‘ , Lf It’s an old ‘sampling’ idea with a 
As part of the revised setup the station relations department has been | Hager, Kolin D., WGY, Schenectady. oe Rg iE hel, KNX. Los Angeles twist iis 
° * + * . ° r ag « ‘lare ce T TON I] > SLOSKOV s 7 "| eg ] . 4 5 } 
; divided into three divisions. Sheldon B. Hickox, Jr., will direct stations Hagman, Clarence T., WTCN, St. Paul. vies, George new twist. 





























ste * Halff, Hugh A. L., WOAIT, San Antonio. Musselman, B. Bryan, WCBA, Allentown, ‘ 
yelations for red network affiliates; John H. Norton, Jr., will have charge Hanover, E. A WHAM, Rochester. 4 & Scinsten. WRAL, Maken. 1.6 Taking a leaf from the old news- 
' ° . s . anson, t - , New c svGal, BM. ’ Alas, lp Ne Nee . e 
of blue stations relations, while Easton C. Woolley will handle all personal | Harm, George. KARM, Fresno. Calif New, John W., WTAR. Norfolk, Va. |. | paper book, WTMJ here is ‘sampling’ 
‘ : siser ber ; TLV i <4 Nichols, Horace W., WHAI, Greenfieldd, | : : 
services for either network. . ene. Aeent B., WLVA, ines. the entertainment on its early morn- 
Another ex-Chicagoan was promoted into a key spot with the network Henkin, Joseph, KSOO-KELO, Sioux} ,,Norton, George W., WAVE, Louisville,| ing feature, ‘Top o’ the Morning.’ 
| last week. William Kostka, formerly NBC magazine editor, is now man- “— = _ WAIR. Wincton-Setem | O'Dea, Richard, WNEW. New York. | Time was when the newspaper de- 
ager of the network’s press division. Edwin P,. Curtin goes on as news Hill. Edward E.. WTAG. Worcester Orr Wilbert I. WBNS, Columbus eran livered the sample copies over a 
. ~ > ad - : . ¢ ra : ‘ : terson rs etty TAS, ite } . : . 
; editor and Richard G. Spencer as night editor. i h J ec eau, | piaine NY Wh | period of time free to homes, on the 
: : Holman, John A.. WBZ ston Pearson, John E KGB, Springfield. Mo.| theory that the recipients would 
: y %. nan —— p 6 . ‘ ' ‘ 1 ' Meu Was Penny, R il E WB “*harlotte, N. CC , " 
Harry Salter was not credited in Variety's recent review of ‘Mr. District os oe eee WEEL R | Pfaf Ancus D. WHLS Pe t Huron. | 8TOW so habituated to the paper’s 
. - " . . ort i NIngsiey JE | soston ° “=* . — _ ° a , 
Attorney’ for Pepsodent. Salter provides the musical background for the Hough, Harold V.. WBAP. Fort Worth -” “Abbie. % news and features that they’d de- 
» : ‘ ; : ae cr “Yb + gras a 'ribble erne H., WTA) ‘levelane ' om 
drama. Meanwhile, Salter has been the victim of a time change of the | , tiowe, Jan ... WLVA, Lynchburg,| poiiam, Eugene ., WIRE, Indianapolia. | Velop into regular subscribers. Or 
Phil Baker-Dole Pineapple show, which moved directly opposite ‘Hobby Hull. Clair B VDZ. Tusce ' | Quarton, Sumne WMT, Cedar Rapids at least a sufficient percentage of 
= ; > ~ 3 . : ‘ a 4 — ee _ " Hu on Wy k Co ‘ i Qu n. William B WMT, Cedar Rapids . ata tha afifan nine 
Lobby,’ which Salter is under contract to. He had to sacrifice the Phil) [tutchin ates A. WHE. Gleeean  ¢ — Marvin DeWitt, WNEW, New York.| ‘em to make the effort pay. 
aker assignment. |} Imgrogulio, Joseph. WFBR, Baltimore teed, Norman, WPG. Atlantic City. Now : Ss asl 
. | Toset Don, WLOK, Lit Ohi F teineke, Earl C., WDAY, Fargo, N. D. I S sampli iste Ss Wl a 
POFFO FSHFFOFEFEFH F444 HH 4446444644644 44664 , ¥ ima, Unlo : : 
Oo? } Jayne, Dan E., WELL, Battle Creek, | — promotion that is expected to have 
Mi ; ~ 
s e . a Georee W.. MTBA. Sen Antonio the effect of encouraging them to 
N onven on e istr Johnson, Walter, WTIC, Hartford ; a Addenda stay tuned in over a period of time, 
tT J ston, Henry P., WSGN, Birmingham. | - _ = 
84 20426 % | Johnston. Kenneth 'B., WCOL, Columbus. | a on the same newspaper theory that 
t| Jones, Merle S.. KMOX. St. Louis. | a if they like ‘Top o’ the Morning 
Joscelyn, A. E., WABC, New York | Dale Robertson | Harold Thomas well enough, they'll hang on as regu- 
9444444444444 444446444 464444 4464444464644 446444444> | Joy, George E., WRAK, Williamsport,| Sam R. Rosenbaum! Don Thornburgh ¥ 4 : “si Ss y é ; 8 
: 7 , . N KI Mefford R. Runyon | Robert R. Tincher | lar auditors, 
Abert, Don B., WTMJ, Milwaukee Bn, "i - new Ps ge eed | Kapeer, Laceast WCAR irgh, | a Ry, or ie les * melt | The promotion assures a wide 
—_ — —— or , ; ‘ nh Mueé e, 4 + a : . *. ; its lr e ‘van Viles ramnme ‘ 9 
Adams, John T., KFJZ, Fort Wort! Carpenter, H. K WHK-WCLE, eve- Karol, John J : .— New ¥ - A. B. Sanbrook | Lew Trennar | ‘sampling’ locally and throughout 
¢ S Salt Lake a ell Ge € ‘ wees -ortland rah: - ’ . a 7 2 P : , _ 
< Affieck, Gordon Burt, KSL, 5: a acer k. I WTAR. Norfolk | Me dees R bert A "Bel os a oP vo _ j the entire state. They have to glue 
‘it ( ow lk : se€ v LR x ¢ OK : : . . ! wpe! “Hen ( onn orpe . z 
Anderson, H. ‘vernon, WJBO, Bato: Chafey, Clifford M., WEEU, Reading Bony Bob J... WHAS, Louisville | Wm. A. Schudt | Edward E. Voynow | their ears to their loudspeakers to 
Rouge, La. - H WPG bien : Chernoff, Howard L., WCHS, Charleston, Ohi, liler, Stanton P.. WALR, Zan iat Frank Seitz J. A. Wagner |catch the ‘gift song’, so that when 
Appleby, William ” °G, Atlantic! Ww. Vv: . ; aan | James Shouse W. E. Wagstaff Eo ; : 
City. Church, Arthur B., KMBC, Kansas City. | Kiggit s, Keith, NBC, New York me oe TF seeiec <t | Gesom > Walker | Bill Evans, m.c., goes out with 10 
Arnoux, Campbell, W7 AR, Norfolk, Va. | Cisler, Stephen A.. WGRC, Louisville ae ge —Freig een ; a Boston. Ken lL. Sibson Loren L. Watson free radios daily they can tell him 
Atlass, Ralph L, WJIJD, Chicago, — Clark, P. S., KFH, Wichita, Kans : . oe - tubbock, Texas. |} Calvin Smith Ralph N. Weil peer ; maa ‘Heavy 
Avery, Lewis H., WGR-WKBW, Buffale Coleman, George D., WGBI, Scranton, at Joseph, WH »M, Jer ey City | Frank R. Smith | Mas Weiner whether the number was Heaven 
Sater © Ad n, WKBN proungstown. Convey. Bol KM K. St. Lou TOE Bie one 5 gots New York. | George W. Smith | Storm Whaley | Can Wait’ or ‘Three Little Fishies.’ 
Baltimore, Louls \. — oo ees yagceege p Musee cae ‘ Fate, whee nay moce- 4 | Harold E. Smith Clarence Wheeler | ; a 
Barre. > Fort ith \ ee : oro Me ‘ 2 HS aa — a 7 ' ‘ oe 4 ri r X. KSO-K air j uM ” | Neal A, Smith A. D. Willard, Jr | If a listener has heard the gift 
erry f[FPW, Fort Smith, A: Couch, Ste . WDRC artfo } awrence, aig, )-KR . Des Moiace: i = SS oc. os , . 
sony, Same, WIRE fadlana polls Gaarlen Garin K'SOLKRNT Deu ines Leich, Clarence, WGBF, Evansville. Ind ae K “go Ww artes M ae | song,’ performed and announced by 
; Behrman, William W., WBOW, ‘Terre Cowper, Irwin C., WTIC, Hartford. | Levy, Isaac D.. WCAU, Philadelphia,  N, Sto nie E> * is rn Evans on the program, he or she 
> Haute Cox, Lester E.. KCMO, Springfield, M« | Levy, Leon, WCAU, Philadelphia. | E. N. Stoer | lL. B. Wilson : : ° 
‘ Bell John C.. WBRC, Birmingham Cross. ‘Red.’ WMAZ. Macon, Ga. | Leyshon, Hal, WIOD, Miami. Harry Stone | Wm. A. Wilson | gets a Philco Transitone right on 
- : a 4 _— . Te - . ~ i ‘ rT ™m 1 Si< e S oz 4 root 7 
Berkeley, Kenneth H., WMAL, Washing-) Danforth, Harold P., WDBO, Orlando,; locke CB. K FDM Beaumont, Texas. | 4°78) * andaghe: Re Ww oth | the doorstep when Evans calls. 
. ) , c. Fla oudge, ijiam B., CBS, New York. fr Gh he le: : Bsr seceaeh JOS WO “el a . 4 . os : , 
. pr Herman, WNEW, New York Cit Dannenbaum, Alexander W., WDAS, Phil- Long, Dewey H., WSAI, Cincinnati, - 2° oo oe. ee Sv rs | Evans hops in his car immediately 
; Beville, Hugh M., Jr., NBC, New York | adelphi: Lord, Nathan, A, AVE. Louisville iz = aoe | see Orin | upon signing off each morning at ; 
‘ity. Delaney, Charles G., WTHT, Hartford, | Lounsberry, I. R., WGR, Buffalo John E, Thaye } Donaid Flamm | @.4r ; an set . : j 
Eliunes. Ford, WGL, Fort Wayne. Dellar, L sncote. WBT, Charlotte, N. C, | Loyet Paul A., WHO, Des Moines | Eugene S. Thomas | 8:45, with the radios loaded in the ; 
Bishop, Edward E., WGH, Newport News DeWitt, John H., WSM, Nashville | Tor Pherson, Kenneth O,, KPFA, Helena, |} ane TD | back seat. F 
Blossom, Roy E., WFBM, Indianapolis, Dobyns, John A., KGER, Long Beach, | “ont. A . P : | “ . : . + 
Bondurant, Hale, WHO, Des Moines | Dobyns, Merwin, KGER, Long Beach. | McCarthy, C. L.. KQW, San Jose, cat. | Berkshire Playhouse actors travel | To assure the largest possible audi- ; 
Borel, Bichar@ 4. WENS. Cotumbus | Boolittle, Franklin, M.,_W DRC. Mastiore. — ollougb, Clair R., WGAL, Lancaster, | from Stockbridge, Mass., to Albany | ence, a heavy barrage of promotion H 
‘ ° on 4 mnevoygan, is aughbon, ack MM. SIA, Springfield, a. - Re i ; a . ° ° - # 
Boyd Maurice M., WJZ, maw Gase City. | Tena. ‘ ; | McConnell, James V., NBC, New York. | every Tuesday to broadcast over | in the Milwaukee Journal, on 
$ i: i ee TSP ~ rfield, Duncan, Walter, WNEW, New York. McDonald, George «* WGTM, Detroit. P | si i ror Z 
bracket, Quincy A., WSPR, Springfield, | eeoenn,, Welter, EW. Kew Tee McDowell, Ro EY WGBL Scranton Pa. | WOKO. Mary Ward, p. a. of troupe, | WTM4J, truck signs, etc, is at work a. 
Branch, Gerald E., Crosley Corp., Cin-| Egner, ©. Lloyd, WJZ, New York. McGill, W. B.. KDKA, Pittsburgh: | is the interviewer. | drumming up new listeners, ; 
cinnati. | Eighmey, F. C., KGLO, Mason City, Ta. ey oe ~ a wan he ins, N. ¥. | Nance O’Neill miked July 11, 
Brandt, Otto P., NBC, New York City. | Enns, Ted, KSO-KRNT, Des Moines. aland, Joseph ©., WHO, Des Moines, we ‘ 2 
Brennen, H. K., KQV, Pittsburgh. | Fellows, Harold E., WEET, Boston. , Marshall, Glenn K. G., WBRC, Birming- | Helen Brooks, week before. BBC cameras taking a _ second 
Brown, Dave D., WHIO, Dayton. | Feizer, John E.,. WKZO, Kalamazoo. mam. os ‘ irl’ 
Burk, Rev. Wallace A., WEW, St. Lovis.| Fey, Albert J..” WBAB, Atlantic City. Megargee, Frank, WGBI, Scranton. | gander at ‘Me and My Girl’ from 
Calkins, John T;, WENY, Elmira, N. Y. | Fitzer, H. Dean, WDAF, Kansas City. Milbourne, Lewis M., WCAO, Baltimore. Peter Dawson, here for Greater | Victoria Palace, July 17, where 
ogtlahan. Vincent F.. WWL, New Fitasimonds, Frank E., KFYR, Bismarck, | ot hell, Spencer L. S., WDAE, Tampa, | Union Theatres, will do special | they’re still doing the Lambeth Walk 
Jvleans. ‘ », pha. —_ . ss m ° ° ° } . . 
Campbell, Martin, WFAA, Dallas Flanigan, Ed., WSPD, Toledo. Moore, Willlam I., WBNX, New York. | radio sessions during his stay. twice nightly. 
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3,000,000 Carolina people rely on WBT for its features. Special 








i features—dramatic, exciting headline events from every “ringside” | 
where things are happening. They tune habitually to WBT for regu- e | 
lar features reflecting the 1939 pace of constructive showmanship. | 
* The South’s first play-by-play major league baseball. | | 
* WBT’s Alarm Clock—5:30 A.M. program (six mornings a week) | 

for and by the farmers of the Carolinas and their families. | 
* Young America on the Air—a program designed by WBT to 


develop the musical talent of the youth of the Carolinas. 


* The Carolina Radio Forum—a group broadcast, which reflects 


public opinion in the Carolinas on questions of the day. 


Ck Rar B 


These, among WBT’s originations, illustrate our answer to the 1939 


call for showmanship of permanent value. Showmanship providing 


ane oer dey 


enlightenment, education, entertainment for 3,000,000 people who 


hold WBT first in listener popularity. ° 








WBT COLUMBIA'S STATION FOR THE CAROLINAS 


50,000 Watts, Charlotte, N.C. Owned and operated by the 
Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented by Radio Sales. 
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.. THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON .. 





Trade Commish Insists Day vs. Night 


Power Must Be Carefully Advertised 


Washington, July 11. 

Threat of Federal punishment which has been used against 
many radio advertisers brought precedent-setting promises 
from six broadcasters to stop ‘misrepresenting’ the wattage 
used by their stations. Stipulations with the Federal Trade 
Commission released Saturday (8) require operators to be 
careful about statements in trade publications and direct-mail 
advertising. 

In the first action of this kind, the FTC accepted promises 
from owners of KDYL, Salt Lake City; WJDX, Jackson, Miss.; 
KGVO, Missoula, Mont.; WOW, Omaha; KFRU, Columbia, 
Mo., and WTCN, Minneapolis. Matter is now closed. 

All of the spanked broadcasters have been operating with 
more day power than they are permitted to use at night and, 
according to FTC allegations, have not made the distinction 
clear enough. Phraseology such as ‘now 5,000 watts’ might 
make potential advertisers think the plants used that amount 
of juice for all operations, the censors complained, and did 
not explain that the power after dark was only 1 kw (In the 
case of KFRU, Commish said there was no reference to the 
reduction at night from 1 kw to 500 watts.) 

The stipulations, which startled industry observers, first 
were believed to indicate a new type of government crack- 
down crusade but FTC sources indicated there is no inten- 
tion of launching a general drive against the radio industry. 
Action was not inspired by any complaints from persons who 
had been duped, but resulted merely from suggestion of a 
government blue-pencil artist who found all of the criticized 
advertisements in a single copy of a trade publication. 

Even though all members of the trade are well posted on 
the wattage of virtually every broadcaster, the Commish 
censors thought it wise, it was indicated, to take steps before 
the practice of advertising only the top power became com- 
mon. Inasmuch as the FTC scrutinizes copy read over the 





air, there was a double incentive to reprimand the six op- 
erators, who were credited informally with cooperating 
gladly. 


Ind. Congressman Revives ‘Power’ 


Question; Hints at Montana Deal 


Further experimental use of power above the 50 kw maxi- 
mum urged in Congress even though the Senate last year 
went on record against superpower broadcasting. Asserting 
that the FCC is denying rural listeners badly-needed service 
—fight of the clear-channel proprietors was taken up by Rep, 
William H. Larrabee, Indiana Democrat, who offered a resolu- 
tion directing the Commish to issue more experimental 
tickets. 

The resolution, voicing belief that the regulatory body 
should obtain necessary data on the social and economic ef- 
fects of higher powers, was introduced with explanation that 
the FCC policy committee’s report noted that operation with 
more than 50 kw is technically practicable. Larrabee said 
it is ‘puzzling’ that the Commish decides it cannot take a 
definite stand on superpower until more data has been col- 
lected, but still turns down requests for experimental papers 
which would allow researchers to collect the needed infor- 
mation. 

The Indianian said his interest results not so much from 
the desire of the clear-channel operators, but because of the 
effect on listeners. Revealed his attention was arousd by 
Rev. E. Howard Cadle, Indiana preacher, who used WLW, 
Cincinnati, to air his religious programs. 

Discrimination was charged, with insinuation that politics 

s behind the FCC's stand. Noting that Indiana has no sta- 
tion with more than 10 kw, he said he has ‘reason to be- 
lieve’ that a clear-channel plant may be authorized for Mon- 
tana. Implication was that this is result of the interest of 
Senator Burton K. Wheeler of Montana, who sponsored the 
anti-superpower resolution passed by the Senate in 1938 and 
who is a close friend of Ed Craney, owner of KGIR, Butte. 


No Quick Hop-Skip to 5,000 W. 
By Regionals; Full Hearings First 

Considerable wait confronts 24 applicants for permits to 
use the new maximum power (5 kw) on regional frequencies, 
provided for in the revised rules which go into effect Aug. 1, 
Under policy adopted by the FCC last week hearings to bring 
out facts about possible interference must be held, even on 
requests already aired before examiners, and decisions will 
be deferred pending further study of the engineering prob- 
lems. 

The notice to all applicants also warned stations now lim- 
ited to 1 kw nights that they cannot jump to 5 kw without 
offering evidence if there is any possibility the boost would 
result in signal collisions. While the applications now on file 
can be granted under the new rules, it is necessary to make 
a careful investigation before any action is taken, the Com. 
mish said. 

The ruling affects the following plants: 


Those whose cases have been heard but not acted upon: 
KOY, Phoenix, Ariz.; United Theatres, Inc., San Juan, P. R.; 
Enriquo Abarca San Feliz, San Juan, P. R.; WRTD, Rich- 
mond; KSEI, Pocatello; WHJB, Greensburg, Pa.; Sentinel 
Broadcasting Corp., Salina, N. Y.; WDAE, Tampa; WFMD, 
Frederick, Md.; KROC, Rochester, Minn.; WRR, Dallas: 
WMBG, Richmond; KTSM, El Paso; WOC, Davenport, Ia.; 
King-Trendle Broadcasting Corp., Pontiac, Mich. 

Those seeking petitions following unfavorable decisions: 
Citizens Broadcasting Corp., Schenectady; Thomas J. Watson, 
Endicott, N. Y.; Hampden Hampshire, Inc., Holyoke, Mass 
and WTAD, Quincy, Ill. 


These applications have been set for hearing: KUTA, Salt 
Lake City; William P. Huffman, Wisconsin Rapids, Wis.; 
KFIO, Spokane; WGBF, Evansville, Ind.; and John F. Arling- 
ton, Valdosta, Ga. 





PHIL COOK’S CONTRACT 
Phil Cook’s morning almanac on 
WABC, New York, draws 26 weeks 
non-cancellable from Liggett’s for 
M-W-F. 
Set by Neff-Rogaw agency. 
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(Summer doldrums descended on the Commish reducing 
routine biz to a mere trickle of minor decisions on non-com- 
mercial broadcast matte® and a scattering of other small 
stuff. No major decisions during the week and none looked 
for during the current hot spell.) to l 


MINOR DECISIONS ome 


Washington, July 11. Shreveport, 


Maine: 


from limited to unlimited, 


Massachusetts: WTAG, 








extension of modification of special authority; wij] 
to operate with 50 kw unlimited, on 1100 ke, 


changes in directional antenna system, for night use, change 
frequency from 640 to 1390 ke, jump power from 600 watis 
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F+++ooo+ GIMBEL ORDERS RECESS 
‘Nine O'Clock Scholars,’ the ‘Infor- 

|mation, Please’ carbon on WIP, 

| Philly, on which Ben Gimbel Jr., 
4 P | prez of the outlet Fadimanizes, starts 

|a summer vacation this week, 
return in the fall, it is 
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Alabama: WBHP, Huntsville, license extended on tem- 
porary basis only, pending determination on renewal appli- 
cation, but in no event later than Aug. 1. 


Alaska: KGBU, Ketchikan, license temporarily extented 
to Aug. 1. 

Colorado: KGIW, Alamosa, license temporarily extended 
to Aug. 1; KIUP, San Juan Broadcasting Co., Durango, 


granted renewal of license. 

Illinois: W9XTA, Schonert Radio Service, Harrisburg, de- 
nied motion asked Commish to reconsider action in setting 
for hearing application for renewal of license and to grant 
without hearing; WBBM, CBD, Chicago, granted extension 
of special temporary authority to operate simultaneously 
and nonsynchronously with KFAB, commencing 4:45 a.m., 
CST, to Aug. 8, in order to conform to daylight saving time. 

Kansas: KSAL, Salina, and KVGB, Great Bend, license 
extended temporarily to Aug. 1. 

Louisiana: WBNO, New Orleans, license extended tem- 
porarily to Aug. 1. 

Pennsylvania: WCAU, Philadelphia, granted consent of 
voluntary assignment of license for WCAU and international 
broadcast station W3XAU, high frequency broadcast station 
WSXIR, and relay stations W3XEO and W3XHW, from 
WCAU Broadcasting Co., a New Jersey corporation to WCAU 
Broadcasting Co., a corporation of the State of Pennsylvania. 

Tennessee: WMC, Memphis, granted extension of special 











temporary authority to operate with 5 kw at night, using 
directional antenna, to Aug. 12, in order to overcome inter- 
ference from Cuban station CMQ, provided such operation 
with additional power terminates immediately when CMQ 
ceases operation on 780 ke, reduces power so that additional 
interference is not involved, or until defective directional 
antenna is corrected by installation of new tuning condensers. 

Utah: KVNU, Logan, license again extended temporarily 
pending action on renewal application but in no case longer 











than Aug. 1, 

Vermont: WQDM, St. Albans, present license extended for 
two months on a temporary basis only, subject to action on 
pending renewal application involving possible violation of 
Section 310 (b) of the Communications Act. 


NEW APPLICATIONS 


California: KHUB, John P. Scripps, Watsonville, change 
hours of operation from days to unlimited, using 100 waits 
nights, 250 watts days, on 1310 ke. 

Georgia: WSAV, Arthur Lucas, Savannah, voluntary as- 
signment of construction permit from Arihur Lucas to 
WSAYV, Inc. 

Connecticut: Travelers Broadcasting Service Corp., Avon, 
new television broadcast station to be operated on 84,000- 
90,000 ke with 1 kw, A-3 and A-5 emission. 

Illinois: WSBC, WSBC, Inc., Chicago, night power boost 
from 100 to 250 watts. 

Indiana: WLBC, Donald A, Burton, Muncie, jump night 
Power from 100 to 250 watts. 

Louisiana: KWKH, International 











Broadcasting Corp.. 


in directional antenna system for day and night use, increase 
day power from 1 to & kw. 

Michigan: W.JIMS, Ironwood, changes in equipment and 
boost in power from 100 watts to 100 watts nights, 250 watts 
days. 

Minnesota: Lakeland Broadcasting Co., W 
tion to be operated on 680 ko with 250 watts. 

New Jersey: W2XVT, Allen B. DuMont Laboratories, Inc., | 
Passaic, changes in equipment, increase power to 5 kw, re- 
quest frequencies 78,000-84,000 ke. 


Villmer, new sta 


New York: W OKO, Inc., Albany, new facsimile station to 
be operated on 25,650 ke with 500 watis, A-3 and A-4 emis- | 
sion. | 

- " ~ | 

New York: Joseph M. Peckham, Auburn, new television | 


station to be operated on 44,000-50,000 ke, A-3 and A-5 
emission, with 100 watts; WIBX, Ine., Utica, new relay | 
broadcast station on 1622, 2058, 2150 and 2790 kc, 50 watts, 
A-3 emission; CBS, New York, extension of authority to 
transmit programs to CF RB and CKAC and other stations | 
under the control of Columbia Broadcasting Corp.: NBC, 
New York, extension of authority to transmit programs 
originating in NBC's studio in New York, or any 
points in the U. S. where network programs may originate, 
to CMX, Havana, Cuba; WEBR, WEBR, Inc., Buffalo, in- 
crease night power from 100 to 250 watts. 

North Carolina: WSOC, WSOC, Inc., Charlotte, boost night 
power from 190 to 250 watts; WSJS, Piedmont Publishing | 
Co., Winston-Salem, increase night power from 100 to 250) 
watts. 

North Carolina: WRAL, Raleigh, boost night power from 
100 to 250 watts; WPTF, WPTF Radio Co., Raleigh, install 
new transmitter, increase power from &.to 50 kw, increase 
hours of operation from limited to unlimited, using direc- 
tional antenna nights, and make changes in equipment. 

Pennsylvania: WKST, New Castle, install new transmitter, 
jump juice from 250 watts to 1 kw. 

Texas: KRLD, KRLD Radio Corp., Dallas, extension of 
special experimental authority to operate simultaneously with 
WTIC, Hartford, Conn. 

West Virginia: WJLS, Joe L. Smith, Jr., Beckley, boost 
night power from 100 to 250 watts. 

Wisconsin: The Journal Company, Milwaukee, new high 
frequency broadcast station to bs operated on 42,600 ke with 
5 kw, special emission. 

Vermont: WDEV, Waterbury, increase night power from 
500 watts to 1 kw, 


SET FOR HEARING 


Maine: WABI, Bangor, change frequency from 1200 to 560 
ke, jump power from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, to! 
1 kw, using directional antenna system for night operation | 
and install new équipment. 

Puerto Rico: WPRP, Julio M. Conesa, Ponce, change fre- 
quency from 1420 to 1280 ke, boost power and time of opera- 


tion from 100 watts nights, 250 watts days, specified, to 5 kw 
unlimited, 


| 
WGAN, Portland, install new transmitter, make | Stated. 
| 
cw nights, 6 kw days, and change hours of operation | 
| 
Worcester Telegram Publishing 
Worcester, install new transmitter, make changes 


And His 


ORCHESTRA 
Hotel St. Regis 


Viennese Roof 
2nd Consecutive Year 
NBC—THRICE WEEKLY 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 











NAN WYNN 


ON 


“TIME TO SHINE” 


Tuesdays 10 P.M., EDST 
CBS Network 


Mgt.: Columbia Artists, Inc. 











“Program is worthy of 
sponsorship.” 


—ACKERMAN, Billboard 
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By HERBERT LITTLE, Jr.. 
and DAVID VICTOR 
WABC—CBS 


12:15-12:30 P.M. E.D.S.T. 
Monday Through Friday 








Direction 
LORD & THOMAS 
Management 
ED WOLF 
RKO Bidg., New York 
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' STALLING ON HANNIBAL 





CASE NOW A HABIT 


Washington, July 11. 

More attempted stalling by the 
FCC in the near-record wrangle 
over a new station at Hannibal, Mo., 
occurred last week, when the regu- 
lators sought to dodge a writ telling 
them to confine future hearing on 
the Hannibal Courier Post applica- 
tion to original parties and the issue 
of possible interference. The Com- 


junction with later applications; the 
daily naturally wishes to force an- 
other decision on the basis of the 
original record, which the judges 
previously said did not justify the 
FCC’s refusal to grant a construc- 
tion permit. 





Betty Levec Joins KMBC 
Kansas City, July 11. 
Betty Levec new assistant in the 


KMBC publicity department. She | 
comes from continuity at KCMO, | 


and fills position vacated by Mar- 
guerite Nelson, 


Dave Blank is the new continuity 





mish asked the District of Colum- 
bia Court of Appeals to vacate its | 
order and to grant a new hearing, 
claiming the ruling on the paper’s | 
plea was entered without due no- 
tice. 

The Hannibal case is developing | 
into a contest of legal ingenuity, | 
with each side resorting to novel | 
maneuvers. Commish wants free | 
hand to reconsider the plea in con-! 


editor at KCMO. 





“DON’T FORGET” 
ALLEN PRESCOTT 


Fridays, 8:30-9 P.M., WJZ 
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Radio-Dramatist for 


Coast (WJZ and Blue Network). 





WALTON BUTTERFIELD 
HOLLYWOOD LADDER OF FAME 


Every Friday... 6:00 P. M.—West Coast, (KECA).... 10:00 P. M.—RKast 


* Stories and Players from Hollywood's Picture and Radio Worlds * 


the new NBC feature 
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MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 





Bornstein Attacks Shotwell Copyr't 
Law as Damaging Pubs; ASCAP’s 


Factional Interests Made Clear 





Acting on the suggestion of Saul 
H. Bornstein, v.p. and general man- 
ager of Irving Berlin, Ine., the pub- 
lisher faction of the ASCAP board 
of directors met Friday (7) to ex- 
amine more thoroughly the impli- 
cations of the new copyright law as 
drafted by Dr. James T. Shotwell’s 
committee and to discuss the talks 
that John G. Paine, ASCAP general 
manager, has been having with 
spokesmen for the National Associa- 
tién of Broadcasters. What partic- 
ularly instigated the special meeting 
was Bornstein’s expressed sentiment 
that the publishers have been some- 
what lax in protecting their inter- 
ests. as far as the Shotwell measure 
is concerned, with the result that 
the proposed bill strengthens the 
position of the writer before the law 
to the disadvantage of the publisher. 


Bornstein entertains the view that 
the Shotwell measure as it now 
stands would do the publisher great 
damage. Under the present copy- 
right law, the publisher retains all 
rights to a work which had been 
created while the writer was un- 
der express hire, or contract. A 
provision in the Shotwell bill would 
prevent such publisher claiming all 
rights if the creator under a previ- 
ous covenant assigned the rights of | 
ali his future works to some person 
or organization. Bornstein rejects 
the suggestion that all publisher- 
writer relations should be made a 
matter of contract bargaining. He 
believes that all such relations 
— be expressively stated in the 
aw. 


Bornstein carried his contention 
at the publishers’ meeting Friday to 
the degree that they agreed that it 
would be a mistake for the United 
States to join the Berne copyright 
convention before it had passed a 
copyright law which would con- 
form to the provisions of this inter- 
national copyright union. The meet- 
ing felt also that the publishers 
should put themselves on record as 
Opposed to this country’s entry into 
the international copyright conven- 
tion until they knew what effect it 
would have on the rights they now 
hold under the U. S. law. 


Ask Full Repert from Paine 


As for radio, the pub-directors 
asked that Paine submit to them as 
early as possible a detailed report of 
all discussions between him and 
NAB delegates, so that they will be 
conversant with what sort of con- 
tract they want to succeed the one 
now in effect, and algo what, if any, 
Points Paine has agreed to. 

Sharply brought to the fore by 
this meeting was the underlying 
conflict of interests that exists with- 
in ASCAP between the writer and 
Publisher factions on the question of 
revising the copyright law. In some 
trade quarters the contention has 

made that, since both writers 
and publishers are represented in 
AP, such questions should not 
; made matters of discussion with- 
- ASCAP, but should instead be 
rashed out in or through their re- 
the wwe trade organizations, namely 
, € Music Publishers Protective As- 
ciation and the Songwriters Pro- 
tective Association. 
ore on copywright revision on 
6 of this issue). 


BUDDY ROGERS BAND 
PREEMS IN MEMPHIS 


y oatdy Rogers returned to New 
ork Monday (10) from a European 
a to unveil the new band 
uilt for him by Arthur Michaud. 
Pens on Saturday (15) at the Pea- 
y hotel, Memphis. 
R Ollowing the Peabody date, 
wee? goes into the Eastwood and 
“€stwood Gardens, Detroit. He dis- 


Pa ge 








sntee his old outfit shortly before 
with i off on the European jaunt 


his wife, Mary Pickford, who 





with him Monday. 





Hat’s Getting Small 





Name bandman’s high-handed 
attitude that he’d rather not have 
music publishers coming up to 
see him, and that he'd pick his 
own tunes his own way, has riled 
the tinpanners plenty. 

There's talk of boycotting the 
hotel and its affiliates as a means 
of embarrassing the _ snooty 
maestro, 


COIN MACHINES: 
$175,000,000 
U.S. GROSS 








Philadelphia, July 11. 

An estimate that $175,000,000 is the 
annual gross on coin phonograph 
machines in this country was made 
here last week by the National 
Association of Performing Artists. 
NAPA computed the figure with the 
idea that where there’s that much 
coin there should be an additional 
cut-in for the performer. 

Here’s the way it figures it out 
‘We have checked numerous sources 
and find that a coin-operated ma- 
chine must gross a minimum of $10 
a week. At anything less than that 
an operator cannot afford to allow it 
to remain in a location. Ads in trade 
journals cite average incomes at 
from $7 to $14. Taking the average 
of $10 a week, each machine has a 
yearly gross of $520. Now, how 
many machines are there in the 
United States? There’s no record, 
but it can be estimated. Four years 
ago the machine manufacturers con- 
ceded a minimum of 250,000. Even 
then there were estimates as high as 
400,000. Four years have passed dur- 
ing which the industry has seen its 
greatest growth. So to be conserva- 
tive, we claim there are 350,000 ma- 
chines now. At $520 a year, 350,000 
machines would gross $182,000,000. 
To be conservative again, we cal] it 
$175,000,000.’ 


LEE SHELLEY’S LOSS 





Pittsburgh, July 11. 


A fire of mysterious origin par- 
tially destroyed the outdoor pavilion 
of the Pines, swank Pittsburgh road- 
house, last week. Chief victims were 
Lee Shelley’s band and radio station 
KDKA, both of which lost instru- 
ments, sheet music and broadcastihg 
equipment valued at more than 
$6,000. 

Orchestra shell was also swept by 
flames but dance floor was saved 
when employes, awakened by the 
early morning blaze, poured water 
across the hardwood. Organ valued 
at $1,500 and harp at $2,250 were 
saved, having been moved inside 
just a few hours before. Asbestos- 
shingled main building suffered only 
slight damage. 

Arson was suspected by Acting 
Fire Chief Ben Milbert, who report- 
ed finding some dark stains, like 
kerosene, he said, on the charred 
platform of the band shell. A similar 
stain was found at the side of a 
public road close by. Shelley, whose 
crew opened at the Pines two weeks 
ago, also told police that someone 


had slashed the tires of his aute in| 
a garage half mile away a few days/DeLange for 
At that time, police said, | 
they attributed it to mischievous | 
youths but in view of the Pines inci- 


before. 


dent, they aren't so sure now. 


_ 


TIEUP. OPENS 
A00 OUTLETS 


Pubs Agreement With Intl. 
Circulation Co., Hearst 
Subsid, Opens Up Terri- 
tory in 24 States—Basing | 
Song Selections on Sales 








LONG TERM CREDIT 








Representative publishers at 
meeting last week in the offices 
the Music Publishers 
| Assn., approved a tie-up 
| International Circulation Co., Hearst 
| subsid, which will give the industry 
500 new sheet music outlets in 24 
; States. The alliance becomes effec- 
| tive the second week in August and 
rates as the most energetic effort 
made in over 10 years to stimulate 
retail trade in the popular music 
field. 

International will distribute 500 
specially constructed sales racks, with 
attention given the small towns as 
well as the cities. The south, where 
there are few established dealers. 
will.receive particular treatment in 
this systematic drive to make sheet 
music outlets of stationery 


of 
Protective 


with the 


| 
| 
! 





Service, Inc., will serve as a central 
shipping point for the ICC’s project, 
with a separate unit set up within 
the MDS for the purpose. 

The initial shipment will be con- 
sidered an experimental one and, 
as such, the outlets will receive 90 
days credit. After that the bills 
have to be paid on a basis of 30 days. 
In the event the ICC decides to in- 
crease its number of rack place- 
ments beyond the initia] 500, each 
additional rack-retailer will at the 
start get 90 days credit. It was 
agreed that if either side wants to 
drop the project a refund will be 
allowed on all merchandise. 

Each rack is constructed to hold 
24 songs. The selection of the 24 
tunes is to be left exclusively to 
Larry Richmond, head of the MDS, 
and Walter Douglas, MPPA chair- 
man. Actual sales will be their first 
consideration, with performances be- 
coming a secondary matter. The 
best seller list is to be re-examined 
every two weeks, with the numbers 
to be withdrawn from the rack left 
entirely to this pair’s discretion. No 
guarantee is made to participating 
publishers that their works will be 
included in the racks. Each copy 
shipped to rack users will have the 
| identifying initials, ‘INT.’ 
| It was suggested at the meeting 
that the tunes listed in the Lucky 
Strike Hit Parade (CBS) be _ in- 
cluded in the 24 regularly, but this 
was voted down on the ground that 
the LS list is allegedly governed 
most by performances and does not 
give sufficient consideration to sheet 
and dise sales. Also that waltzes are 
frowned upon. 


NAME ORCHS BUILD UP 
OLD LAKE ERIE RESORT 


Cleveland, July 11. 











shops, | 
| drugstores, ete. The Music Dealers | 
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Publishers Win Complete Victory 


In Stopping Opening Night Tap: 
Spot and Dorsey Both Disavow 





E. B. Marks Sues Stasny | 


On ‘Rancho Grande’ Song! 


The Edward B. Marks Music Corp. | 
| filed a N. Y. federal court action | 
| Friday ((7) against Stasny Music| 
| Corp. clain.ing the plagiarism of its | 
| song, ‘Alla En El Rancho Grande.’ 
It is claimed that the song was writ- 
ten in 1927 by Silvano R. Ramos, | 
assigned to Salvado Cabrera, who in 
turn assigned it to Marks in 1934. 

Stasny is accused of having pla- 
giarized the song by publishing vari- 
| OUs arrangements of it. An account- 
iing of profits, an injunction and 


} 


| 
} 
| 


AUSSIES YOUTH 
HINDERS 
APRA 


} —-———— 





| Jack Davis, general manager of the 
{Australian publishing firm of D. 
|Davis & Co., who left Saturday (8) 
|for home after an absence of three 
}months, declared that the trouble 
jthat the Australian Performing 
|Rights Assn., is now experiencing 
| with Government-owned radio in the 
Antipodes can be largely attributed 
to the youth of the country. Like 
|all young countries, he said, the ap- 

preciation that exists in Australia 
|for musical and other artistic crea- 
| tors is quite limited. 

Government radio operators in his 
| countries, Davis stated, have no ap- 
preciation of the tremendous reper- 
toire of music that the APRA makes 
available to them for a ridiculously 
small amount. Of the $8,500,000 col- 
lected by the Government in license 
fees from set owners, $3,000,000 is set 
aside to cover the cost of programs, 
and of this amount the performing 
rights society gets but $135,000. And 
even this, added Davis, is regarded 
by the Government operators as too 
much. The fees obtained by the 
APRA from commercial stations 
amounts to $155,000. 

Davis, since leaving home, has 
spent most of his time in England. 
While on his visit to this country he 
arranged for the representation in 
| Australia of 10 American pop cata- 
| logs. 


WRITERS LAY CLAIM 
_ TO ‘YOKEL BOY’ SONGS 


| 











| Al Sherman and Pem Davenport, 
latter a British tunesmith, have made 
‘claims on Lew Brown, Elbee Produc- 
| tions, Inc., and Chappell in connec- 

tion with the ‘Yokel Boy’ songs, 
|which show is being produced by 
| Brown, who also collabored thereon. 
|Chappell figures as publisher of the 
, Brown-Charlie Tobias-Sammy Stept 


an 


| tribution. 
| Dorsey, who is at Meadowbrook for 
ithe summer, also relayed a similar 


| damages are asked. | 


After the Music Publishers Protec- 
tive Association had been successful 
in stopping the trade from paying 
for packets of $5 tickets to an ‘open- 
ing night’ at the Meadowbrook 
Country Club, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
last Thursday (6), persons connected 
with the operation of the spot called 
publishers to disclaim having had 
anything to do with the ticket dis- 
A spokesman for Jimmy 


disavowal. 

The MPPA had the previous Fri- 
day (30) sent telegrams to leading 
publishers condemning the stunt and 
pointing out that acceptance of these 
tickets would be in violation of the 
ethics code that the trade on 
the verge of adopting. Leaders of 
the Professional Music Men, Inc., 
took the reaction to the Meadow- 
brook event as a cue for renewing 
their reproof of publishers who have 
hesitated to signature the proposed 


is 


code. The concerted demonstration 
of the trade in this instance, the 
PMMI leader declared, served to 


convince such publishers that the in- 
dustry can be made to stick together 
on matters of trade practise evils. 
They also included a warning that 
if the pubs continued to stall on the 
code acceptance the professional] men 
might come to realize that alliance 
with the American Federation of 
Musicians would be the only means 
of securing the future of their jobs. 


Barnet Lends His 
Car to Pal; Pal, Gal 
Both in Bad Crash 


Orch leader Charley Barnet and 
Consolidated Radio Artists, which 
books him, burned up over a Green- 











Cedar Point, a Lake Erie resort | tunes. 





that literally went to pot in the last| Sherman and Davenport claim col- 
seven years, is wimuing back its old .laboration on ‘I Can't Afford to! 
rep and family clientele as result of |Dream,’ ‘Jukin’ and ‘Let's Make | 
$75,000 of repairs, 2 new dance hal] |Memories Tonight,’ which are part of 
and improved hotel. {the score, and allege ‘copyright of 
Major factor in putting park on | their manuscripts back in February. 
comeback trail was revamped bail- |J- T- Abeles, acting for the complain- 
room and new policy of name bands, | 4%t songwriters, avers that they col- 
with larger music budget for one-|labed with Brown—also with one 
week stands than any of the local | Walter Kent—in preparing the orig- 
amusement places. After Shep! inal ‘Yokel Boy’ songs. 
Fields and Blue Barron, a Cleve- 
lander who started at this spot four| George Makin’ orch at the Blue 
years ago for coffee-and-cakes,| Room, recent addition to Ramage’s 
Cedar Point is bringing in Eddie | Shore Bar, Beach Arlington, N. J.; 
next week. Clyde also Canfield, ventriloquist. 
McCoy opens July 21, Casa Loma. 
July 28, followed by Vincent Lopez! Vieter Yeung completed scoring 
for Aug. 4, and Buddy Rogers the Sol Lesser’s ‘Way Down South’ with 
week after. | 22 numbers. 














wich (Conn.) Times story last Thurs- 
day (6), following a motor crash in- 
volving Barnet’s car. Barnet’s band 
is now filling a date, scheduled to 
end next week, at Playland, Rye 
Beach, N. Y. 

According to CRA and Barnet, the 
latter had loaned his car to Don 
McCook, a sax player in the band, to 


drive McCook’s girl companion 
home. The car smashed into a truck 
and the girl and McCook were 


severely cut, but otherwise undam- 
aged. Paper is said to have printed 
a long story about Barnet and his 
actions, labeling him ‘Lamour’s Boy 
Friend.’ Leader says he was home 
in bed. McCook suffered a 17-stitch 
gash in his arm, but remained with 
the band with no time off. 





Jiving Cleric Issues 
Buff Purge Ultimatum 


Buffalo, july 11. 

Dr. George W. Cooke, local vigi- 
lante clergyman, has given a month’s 
notice to the sheriff to purge Erie 
county’s niteries. The alternative is 
an investigation unless the deplor- 
able conditions are corrected. The 
cleric is battling ‘disorderly houses 
and filthy night club floor shows 
which flourish around us.’ 


Cooke made the headlines a year 
ago by conducting church jam ses- 
sions to his own accordion accom- 
paniment and also by showing up at 
various night clubs and giving out 
free jive on the pleat box with gos- 
pel thrown in. 





Sterling Sherwin compiling ‘Bar- 
bary Coast Ballads’ for fall publica- 
tion. He recently completed ‘Songs 
of San Francisco’ for Remick. 
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MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


Wednesday, July 12, 1939 | 











Inside Stuff—Bands 


Results of the annual band popularity poll conducted by the Make- 
Believe-Ballroom, recorded jive program on WNEW, N. Y., again hands 
the palm to Benny Goodman after the latter was ousted from first place 
last year by Artie Shaw. Month of voting ended Saturday (8) night. 

Goodman regained the top spot by a margin of 368 ballots with 112,318 
of the total 334,476 votes cast for him and Shaw. Third place to Tommy 
Dorsey. Glenn Miller was fourth, after being nowhere in sight last poll; 
Sammy Kaye, fifth; Gene Krupa, sixth this year, eighth last; Jimmy | 
Dorsey, seventh, 17th last; Harry James, eighth; Charley Barnet, ninth, 
42d last year; Count Basie, 10th, sixth last year; Richard Himber, 11, 14th 
last year; Jimmie Lunceford, 12, 11th last year; Larry Clinton, 13, 7th last 
year; Glen Gray, 14, 4th last year; Kay Kyser, 15. They were followed by 
Bob Crosby, Guy Lombardo, Eddy Duchin, Woody Herman, Duke Elling- | 
ton, Hal Kemp, Chick Webb, Jan Savitt, Van Alexander, and Horace Heidt. | 

Splitting the votes into style sections found the first 10 sweet reading: | 


| POOO$S O04 od FSsssetesosess 


‘Club, Virginia Beach, Va., July 15. 


Band Bookings 


Carl Moore, County Fair, Cham- 
paign, Ill., July 29. 

Buddy Fisher, State Lake theatre, | 
Chi. week July 14, set by Charlie | 
Yates of CRA, 

Ramona, Palisades Park, N. J., 
week Aug. 5. 

Frankie Trumbauer, Surf Beach 

Billy Scott, Madura Danceland, 
Whiting, Ind., July 13-15-16-20--22- 
23. 

Louis Armstrong, Orpheum thea- 
tre, Hannibal, Mo., July 12. | 

Al Kavelin, Enna Jettick Park, 





First 10 CRA. 


Sammy Kaye, Richard Himber, Glen Gray, Kay Kyser, Guy Lombardo, '! Auburn, N.Y., July 10-23 placed se 


Eddy Duchin, Hal Kemp, Jan Savitt, Horace Heidt, Al Donahue. 
swing: Goodman, Shaw, Dorsey, Miller, Krupa, Jimmy Dorsey, Harry | 
James, Barnet, Count Basie and Jimmie Lunceford. 


| 


a | 


A serious charge against Leonard D’Anna, member of Shea’s Buffalo | 


orchestra, were dismissed last week when he produced character witnesses 


| Beach, Vermilion, O., July 27. 


! 


consisting of two attorneys, John Ingram, former director of Shea’s Orches- | 


tra, and two other professional musicians. Owing to a number of assaults 
on local children in Buffalo streets the case was given wide notoriety. 

The complainant, a boy of 12, charged D’Anna with misconduct in 
connection with a boat ride around the Buffalo Yacht Club area. D’Anna 
protested innocence, citing the fact that he had never been in trouble in 


his life and had traveled all over the United States as a-member of Sousa’s | 24, Ritz-Carlton, Boston, 2 weeks. 


Eand, as well as having been with Shea’s Buffalo Orchestra for several 


| Falls, S. D.; 18, Indianapolis; 19 St. 


| 


Rita Rio, Brighton Beach, N. Y., 


| July 9-15. 


Andy Kirk, Municipal Auditor- 
ium, Kansas City, July 17; Elberta 


Duke Ellington, July 15, Val Air 
B, Des Muines; 16, Shore Acres, 
Sioux City, Ia.; 17, Neptune B., Sioux 


Louis; 20, Evansville, Ind.; 21, 
Youngstown, O.; 22, Sylvan Beach, 
N. Y.: 23, Richfield Springs, N. Y 
15, Sunny-: 


Sammy Kaye, July 


years, and with various other local musical outfits heard in local theatres brook B. Pottstown, Pa.; 16, Steel | 


and on broadcasts. The dismissal was based upon legal precedents and 
upon D’Anna’s good reputation as outweighing the child’s uncorroborated 
story. 





Pier, A. C.; 17, Magie Key program, | 
N. Y.; 18, Fernbrook Park, Wilkes- | 
Barre, Pa.; 19, Sunset Park, Carroll- 
town, Pa.; 20, Youngstown, O.; 21. | 


Eastwood and Westwood Gardens, 


In gratitude to past favors when the old DeSylva, Brown and Henderson | Detroit, two weeks: Aug. 4, Shea’s 


shows moved Al Goodman up in importance as a musical comedy maestro, 
the leader switched plans in order to baton the current Lew Brown musical, 
‘Yokel Boy,’ at the Majestic, N. Y. It necessitated Goodman sending Carl 
Hoff to the Coast to audition the Al Jolson new show for Lucky Strike, 
since the leader wanted to stay close to Brown’s stage musical. The Jol- 
son-Lucky program idea, if it materializes, is more Jolson, with the band 
incidental, hence Carl Hoff could do as competent a job, Goodman told the 
mammy singer. 





Jimmy Dorsey’s shift from the inside bandstand at the Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., to an outdoor stand and dance floor on fair evenings 
means a lot of work for the spot’s attendants to protect customers from 
mosquitoes. Each night the 900-seat outdoor layout is sprayed with an 
anti-mosquito preparation which settles into the special tanbark under- 
footing laid out around the dancefloor and lasts for several hours before 
its effect wears off. 





Jan Savitt and his arranger, Johnny Watson, have a rhythmic piece 
titled ‘720 in the Books’ a gag intra-bad title which the Savitt orchestra 
at the Hotel Lincoln, N. Y., has been privately plugging. A publisher 
heard it and wanted it written up by Johnny Mercer, who finally decided 
to retain the band’s original gag tag, just as Benny Goodman’s ‘Opus 14’ 
is now known by that tag. 


| 








NOW READY!! 





Five Unforgettable Songs 
by E. Y. Harburg and Harold Arlen 
from The M-G-M Musical Event of the Year! 


“THE WIZARD OF 02” 
Vs 


OVER THE RAINBOW 


THE MERRY OLD LAND OF 0Z 


DING-DONG! THE WITCH IS DEAD 


WE'RE OFF TO SEE THE WIZARD 


iF | ONLY HAD A BRAIN 





S 


theatre, Buffalo, week; 11, Lyric the- 
atre, Indianapolis. week; 19-27, Mil- 
waukee state fair. 


Waller Into Sherman, Chi, 
As Morris Office Cracks 
Another MCA Exclusive 


William Morris agency band book- 
{ing department cracked another 
Music Corporation of America hold 
last week when it booked Fats 
Waller’s band into the Sherman ho- 
tel, Chicago, for four to six weeks. 








College Inn has booked MCA talent 
exclusively for more than five years. 

Bunny Berigan currently at the 
spot with Harry James booked. 
Count Basie preceded Berigan and 
Gene Kruva was in ahead of Basie. 
All are MCA outfits. 














| 


LYMAN FIDDLER’S NEW CREW 


Dave Herman, former first vio- 
linist with Abe Lyman, who left Ly- 
man once before, is again readying a 
band of his own, 

Herman’s crew will shove off on a 
one-night cruise and ready itself for 
a fall opening at the Benjamin 
Franklin hotel, Philly. 


Crew opens Aug. 10 or 11. Hotel’s | 





15 Best Sheet 


(Week ending 


Music Sellers 


July 8, 1939) 





Sunrise Serenade Ey ee ee 
Beer Barrel Polka ...... ee 
*Wishing (‘Love Affair’) 
Stairway to the Stars 
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*Lady’s in Love With You (‘Some Like It Hot’) 
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Concert in the Park 
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*Strange Enchantment (‘Man About Town’) 


And the Angels Sing 
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se eeeeeeccereees +++. Jewel 
Eos FRdREE EOC CORR COR Shapiro 
veovinst 4606404 0006 Cn 
Robbins 
Feist 
Chappell 
+ Cuesveneeseeeteceate Famous 


ee 


eee eee meee eee ee eee 
eee eee eee ewer eee eeee 


Rae Se eee Santly 
Ch deeee aes ase canvass Paull 


eeaerereeees 


ee ee ee ee) 








Diosa Costello closes with Raphael 
Font’s orchestra at the International 
Casino July 12 and pair go into La} 


| Conga, N. Y., following day for eight 


weeks. 


Bill Marshall a h.o, indef at the 
Willows, Pittsburgh. 

Jimmy Dorsey plays week of Aug. ' 
19 at Surf Beach Club, Virginia 
Beach, Va., set by Rockwell General 
Amusement. 








Glenn Miller pointed for Hipp} 
theatre, Baltimore, week starting 
Sept. 1 and follows with dates at 
the Par, N. Y., and Shea’s Buffalo. 





Marvin Frederick handed a five- 
year managerial contract by Rock- 
well General Amustment. 





Larry Clinton’s orchestra stays 
until July 25 at the Park Central 
hotel, N. Y. 





Four Ink Spots, set for week of 
July 16 at Steel Pier, Atlantic City, 
are due for a two-week engagement 
at the Paramount theatre, N. Y., 
about Sept. 13 and go into Shea’s 
Buffalo, N. Y., week of Aug. 11. 





Reade’s Casino, Asbury Park, N. 
J.. has Ozzie Nelson and Harriet 
Hilliard for a one-nighter July 15 
and have signed Joe Marsala’s or- 
chestra for two weeks starting 
July 16. 





Don Orlando orchestra into the 
Bon Air Country Club, Chicago, 
after a long sojourn at Chez Paree. 





Jack Teagarden orchestra leaves 





the Blackhawk, Chicago, after an’ 





Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A.M. 











Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (July 3-9). 
performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
denotes film song, ¢ legit, all others are pop. 


Total represents accumulatea 





GRAND 
TITLE PUBLISHFR. TOTAL, 
ARSED 50 SO BtAE ie ogccccccscccvescovczees cooeRODDINS ..cccccccccee 50 
NE SNE 5 05. 55 666-040.600 045 5 602 wr Od 6408 Teert | eee eS eee ee 
SE Ss 9.0.050 464000 60:050004.06646405 oomeN NO eos FAMOUS cccccccccccce: 34 
Blue Evening. .....0200 sccccsccccccsccscccscese Oo rere coo Oe 
I Poured My Heart into a Song...*Second Fiddle..Berlin ............... 32 
| This Is No Dream.............. ie redentexetssaen rere a 
CS I a errs reer ees Od guTAOEEE 62 Uo-0.000 260 30 
SE SON) SNS 5 id Rede wxdctsdedeterasavs Sasa, 4 06s%00e30%5 . 
| TO YOU. ce ccccccccccccccccccccces sevveseces ---Paramount ......... - 27 
Bak) yaw. er kon ts mete chdeas eaten eooChappell .....c00 i6 - ae 
ER Ce ee RR PererPrerrrerii is. ee cos «625 
BR Te Pe Bs ao ook doo cca desstscutasoues PES eer ic 
, Lady’s in Love with You...*Some Like It Hot...Paramount .......... 24 
| Strange Enchantment...*Man About Town...... Eke. se doped oo 28 
Comes Love... f¥okel Boy....ccccsscessseeee -»-Chappell ......... ooo 22 
Don’t Worry ’Bout Me...7Cotton Club Revue....Mills ............... - 22 
war 4 PP Oo Win S'S 0 14 bb a'y 6B ow hb Wadcocsccscccocs ERS Sas 22 
South American Way...¢Streets of Paris...... — oo pneyoe 22 
INS 5) a4) kbasia bn 440.4050 tN ACO aCmees SDA b swiss aude 0 daccas 21 
You Grow Sweeter as the Years Go By........ ~— —. a eae 20 
My Heart Has WingS............ccccccsscvees ~e | Fare i 
ee ee RO, OOS 5 os ceigd ba ecdecceraes cedee SUED occcceecaccs 18 
All f Remember Is YOu... ....ccccccccsceccssscce SES va oes iewads 18 
| Is It Possible...¢Streets of Paris.............. CORNED. wes ceedeeses 18 
SE URL A 5k a 6b a bD56WSS 5 GK 408 6s 0b 4 he 6 40 408 6 a ree a 
. Fo} Sear eee ears Ra 18 
Back to Back...*Second Fiddle...............6 eee |< ee 17 
Cinderella Stay in My Arms............cccceces Ae » 
EE SD EN as Sov chews rdecceeesedsecciane ae 16 
Don’t Look Now...... rT tee reer eT Terre ey ~~  Baapaeer 15 
it nn cos 6 onnwenssébtceeseeeeeasnes ge ee ee 14 
COUOOES- 10 CRO PRE 6 000 cccoccvecsccssvcce teetees So rrr 14 
Rendezvous Time in Paree...t+Streets of Paris...Chappell ............ 14 
There’s Only One in Love.......cccccscccccccce NETS ge 14 
Jumpin’ DOs 66080 0c dines édebbenencderesdosocene eeee eee ee eeeeee 12 
Sing Song of Sunbeams. ..*East Side of Heaven.. Santly ............... 12 
BUNS BONS... sr ocrevecccscscccecvesscveeseces TOE. scccccccceces 12 
Whistling in the Wildwood..............ceceeee SND 4 044s dictenkess 12 | 
Igloo Biases Fe cenesscerseavenpaiancens qonney Papp cad ceeoect 11 
tine cons kau out Lacbnawi naaanede ords and Music..... 
New Moon and an Old Serenade................ FA eee “plies ii 
ee 8 BO Err errr »Paull-Pioneer ....... 10 
Man with the Mandolin................ccccece CCRT bS 6c cece ed ces tn a 
| Sam the Vegetable Man. ..................ccee, SU Acasvceeeescse 7 
Shabby Old Cabby........... 406006066 0044600066 EEO bncbccc0 on sce ae 


Yours for a Song. ..tBilly Rose's Aquacade 


Robbins ... 
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eight-week run on July 26 and will 
head out for a general tour of one- 
nighters and theatre dates. Johnny 
‘Scat’ Davis orchestra succeeds. 





Pancho’s orch from Persian Room 
of the Plaza, New York, will follow 
current Jack Fulton into the Mural 
Room of the Baker hotel, Dallas, 
July 17. 





Bob Crosby’s band one-nites Sun- 
day (16) at Pleasure Beach, Bridge- 
port, Conn. 





Eddy Duchin's orch, out of Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, N. Y., plays Roton 
Point Park, South Norwalk, Conn., 
Sunday (16). 





Emerson Gill into Mission Inn, 
near Pittsburgh, for two weeks with 
options, following his run at West 
View Park there. 





George Hall still ailing so Dolly 
Dawn will continue to baton his 
band for remainder of its engage- 
ment at Kennywood Park, Pitts- 
burgh, 





Ken Brader’s Saracens, featuring 
Frank McGinley, Three Singing 
Swingsters, and swing drummer 
Charlie Woerhle, booked indefinitely 
at Naomi Lake Boathouse, Pocono 
Pines, Pa. 


JESS STACEY LEAVES 
GOODMAN; OWN BAND 


San Francisco, July 11. 

Jess Stacey, pianist with Benny 
Goodman’s orchestra for five years, 
left the Goodman band past Satur- 
day (8) to form his own orchestra, 
Stacey will take a short vacation 
before heading for New ork to 
gather an eight-piece combination, 
He’ll be managed by Harry Good- 
man, brother of Benny. 

Stacey is another in the line of 
irstrumentalists who have ‘grad- 
uated’ from the Goodman outfit to 
head their own setups. Most recent 
were Harry James and Teddy Wil- 
sou. Stacey was replaced on the 
keys by Fletcher Henderson. Good- 
man bought the latter’s bandleading 
contract recently to enable him 
(Henderson) to do full time arrang- 
ing for the Goodman band. It’s not 
known whether he will remain at 
the keys or is just filling in. 

Among other alumni of Goodman 
are Gene Krupa and Bud Freeman, 
latter with a small combination at 
Nick’s Tavern, N. Y. Pee Wee Rus- 
sell, also ex-Goodman is with Free- 
man, 











Tommy Dorsey to Chi 


At the Pennsylvania hotel, New 
York, until late in September, Tom- 
my Dorsey’s orchestra has been 
booked into the Palmer House, Chi- 
cago, from Oct. 12 and until after 
the first of the new year. 

Dorsey was originally scheduled 
to return to the New Yorker hotel, 
N. Y., where most of last season's 
cold spell was spent, but deal fell 
through. Would have meant the 
band filling a winter date two 
blocks away from where it spent the 
summer. 











Song Suggestions 
JIMMY McHUGH'S 


“Exactly Like You” 


SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & CO. 
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‘ : ness to a long recital by performers | Whitehead by the AFA council, Reis | ganization, then becomes disinterested in its management until 
) Impossible Till October from Billy Rose’s Aquacade, at the | declared he had never been able to 


New York World’s Fair, of alleged 
intimidation, abuse, double-dealing, 
withheld wages, overwork, unsani- 


Although no injunction action had 
been taken up to late yesterday 
(Tuesday), such an attempt is ex- 


| see a bill of sale, or other evidence 
of payment for the purchase of an 
auto. Indication of the mood of the 








trouble pops. The fact that Whitehead and a small quorum in 
the AFA’s council held sway over the organization never ap- 
peared to interest the general membership until the investiga- 


y , -, | tary and demoralizing working con- | delegates at that point was a ques-| tion started. 
, ee Seer gg ye a Pie wie — ditions and callous” disregard by | tion by Alex McKee, radio actor, 
x em * gemeryy , n bh hon ay » €' AFA officials to appeals from its| as to whether the union had also 
. the ait tale se Shaseet % : a members. As the testimony con-| reimbursed Whitehead for the cost} AFA’s council numbers 34, but the membership passed a con- 
: pellate Court action. Sowever, it — the en prs yoga Pigg ag Rg = a stitution which permits seven councillors to comprise a quorum, 
: was considered unlikely that the penne "= - wanted to know a M.. “the union | Nine of the councillors are either on the payroll of the APA, or, 
, AFA could obtain an injunction. No| ‘That was clear from their search- | hadn't also been generous enough to | because of the WPA projects were reliant on the AFA’s in- 
conclusive action regarding the| jing questions and close attention. | pay him for ‘depreciation’ of the | fluence for subsistence. 
charges against the Four A’s is like-| Occasionally some ironic bit of evi- (Continued on page 42) 
ly before the fall of 1940, The mat- dence would bring momentary . 
ter would have to be considered by | laughter. This is a castigation of the actors who permitted sueh gov- 
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the AFL convention next October 
and the result of any investigation | 
of the charges would then be taken | 
up at the next annual confab a year | 
r. ances; 
Informal move by William A. 
Green, AFL president, to intervene | 
in the case had already failed when 
Four A’s heads refused to drop the 
charges against AFA, or to consent 
to interference by the AFL or any 


Aquacade performers who testified 
were Gene Ashley, dancer and mem- 
ber of the ‘backstage council,’ which 
was selected to try and adjust griev- 
Ellen Moore, showgir]l; 





rence Schuman, swimmer. Each had 
been elected by his group as spokes- 
man at the hearing. Ali corrobo- 
rated each other’s testimony and 
then, when they were through giv- 
other outside body. Green was in| ing evidence, Miss Schuman asked 
New York a week previously and_ if there ‘isn’t someone we can appeal 
conferred with Frank Gillmore,| ‘to for help and protection.’ 


Four A’s president; Turner, and/| Thomson Derides Equity 


wrence Tibbett and Leo Fischer, 
AGMA heads. The latter not only Hold On Screen Actors 
After the Aquacade delegation had 


ro grata Rg right to interfere, 

ica thei ; 

our A’s ‘ooils bit adeaioios bad been heard, Kenneth Thomson, 
| Sereen Actors Guild executive-sec- 
| retary, testified regarding his union’s 


der its charter to allow outside in- 
| ‘domination by Equity,’ as alleged in 


wavention. 
PA’ ae ‘ . 
caer im quitting Monday “{ AFA’s boycott of the hearing and its 
same | charges to the AFL. He character- 


pont } tela la 
De dentate 0 the AFL. | ized the assertions on which the ac- 
cusation was made as ‘absolutely 


t is, it denied the parent body’s | 
untrue’ and then went on to relate 





tight to act in the i 
case and it al- 
leged that the Four A’s is dominated 


Michael Lewis, swimmer, and Flo- | 


y Equity by reason of the Screen 
Actors Guild charter and the word- 
ing of the American Federation of 
io Artists charter. According to 
—s reps, SAG is controlled by 
Pw a pen ioe in the 
ing the legit union ap- 

Proval of all SAG delegates to the | 
our A’s board. AFRA was said to. 
Similarly controlled by SAG,| 





ity and the American Guild of | benefit coin obtained by AFA from) its place on the calendar of the New 
Four A’s officials’ Theatre Authority since its forma-|York supreme court, attorney I. 


“usical Artists, 
idiculed the claim. 


__ After the AFA contingent (con-| spent for charity purposes, of which | ready disinterested plaintiffs to come 
‘isting of Sophie Tucker, president; | $543.16 went to 39 needy persons (no | to N. Y. to press the complaint. 


instances of SAG cooperation with 
AFA, of the latter’s failure to co- 
operate with SAG and finally read 
several affidavits charging AFA with 
various abuses, from failure to no- 
tify council members of meetings to 
refusal to cooperate in the conduct 
of its own locals. 

Among the highlights of Reis’ 
testimony Monday afternoon were 
statements that of the $6,671 total 


tion, only $678.92 had actually been 


Apache Act Too Rough 
For Radio City M. H.; 
Cancels, but Pays Off 


If any man is going to beat up a 
| femme in Radio City, it will have to 
be on the street and not in the Music 
| Hall. In fact, it’s costing the thea- 
tre $1,300 to prevent such a deed 
| during last and the current week. 

W. G. Van Schmus managing direc- 
tor of the M. H., wandered into a re- 
hearsal of the stage show just as the 
| Lucienne and Ashour act had begun 
| to work. This is an apache duo and 
| the male half was giving the femme 
a good going over. Van Schmus 
| didn’t wait for the finish of the act, 
wherein the gal turns the tables on 
her partner and knocks him cold, 
but ordered Leon Leonidoff to pull 
‘em. Having a two-week play or pay 
|contract at $650 weekly, the act is | 
| currently on the lest lap of a vacash 
,at the theatres expense. 

A few years ago. Van Schmus | 
pulled Lowe, Burnoff and Wensley. | 
|adagio act, out of an M. H. show for | 
|alleged indecency. The act filed suit | 
|against Van Schmus, the M. H., the 
Rockefellers and sundry others for 
| around $1,000,000, charging defama- 
tion of character, slander, denial of 
| the right to work, etc., but the case 
never came to trial. When it reached 











Robert Broder couldn't get the al- 


erning of their affairs. The AFA’s membership numbers sev- 
eral thousands, a vast amount considering the depleted state of 
stage entertainment, yet these same members passed a consti- 
tution which permits a quorum of 25 at a general membership 
meeting. Their ignorance of politics can hardly be considered 
blissful—looking at the record. Also, considering the size of 
the union’s membership, a total vote of less than 200 at the last 
general election is highly significant. 


There’s a solution to proper union management and integrity 
in office by officials. Short-term elections is one, Another is 
greater interest by the membership in how their affairs are 
being conducted 365 days a year; where their dues are going— 
and why. 


KITTY DONER’S JOB 


Joins F&M te Learn Production 
Under Gae Foster 





ORPHEUM, PORTLAND, 
GOES VAUDFILM SEPT. 1 














Portland, Ore., July 11. 


Kitty Doner has joined the Fan-/ With the transfer of the Orpheum 

















chon & Marco production staff at 
the Roxy theatre, New York. She 
began work last week under the 
tutelage of Gae Foster and is ulti- 
mately expected to become an F&M 
production aide, probably specializ- 
ing in dance routines. 


The former vaudeville headliner 
has recently been associated with the 
Winclair-Lechine dancing schools in 
Jamaica and Brooklyn. 

Brother, Ted Doner, now is em- 
ployed at the Paramount theatre, 
Los Angeles. 





to the Sterling Theatres of Seattle 
by Hamrick-Evergreen, John Danz, 
prez of Sterling, states that better 
grade vaudfilm will be the policy 
when change of ownership becomes 
effective Sept. 1. House will close 
down for redecorations and substan- 
tial changes to the stage equipment 
made before the new management 
opens the flesh policy. 

House will be the fourth down- 
town spot to go on a vaude basis 
within the past year, but the only 
one with first run pix. Other three 
—_ are in the second run grind 
class. 
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Tack LaRues Unit 


Reopening 


Mpls. 4,000-Seater at 30c Top 


Minneapolis, July 11. 

In order to get the 4,000-seat| 
Minnesota theatre reopened, own- 
ers of the ground and building are 
waiving a flat rental and will gam- 
ble on a percentage of the profits. 
Shubert Theatre Pluyers Co., headed | 
by the Benz Bros., owners of the| 
Palace (now closed) and million-| 
aire real estate operators, will op-| 
erate the house with Gordon 
Greene, who managed it when it 
first opened, as manager. 

Taxes on the property are ap- 
proximately $40,000 a year, but ef- 
forts are being made to have them | 
reduced. The ground rental had} 
been $75,000 per annum. Theatre| 
operators will have rental income 
from a half-dozen stores in the 
building. 





Reopening show J§uly 21 will have 
a ‘Hollywood Varieties’ unit from 
California headed by Jack LaRue, 
of the films. Theatre’s policy will 
be stage shows plus first-run pic- 
tures with a I5c admission to 1 p.m. 
and 30c thereafter. House will have 
an 18-piece local orchestra conducted 
by Jack Malerick and a permanent | 
line of 12. Big bands and name acts | 
will be presented. Otherwise five | 
acts will be booked each week to| 
work with the line and local band. 
Joe Griffin will sing with the band | 
and also help Greene produce the | 
stage shows. Patricia Wynne, for-| 
merly with Fred Evans at the Chi-| 
cago theatre, Chicago, will be dance 
producer. 


Opening picture will be Mono- 
gram’s ‘Streets of New York.’ 
House has six Mono and Republic 
pictures bought. Its big problem 
will be to obtain sufficient screen 
product in as much as the Para- 
mount Northwest circuit absorbs all 
the major companies’ output, with 
indications that there will not be 
any sluffs. 


Par relinquishe& the Minnesota, 
last February after several years 
of unprofitable operation. House | 
had been closed for almost a year 
prior to that time. When it first 
opened in 1929 grosses ran as high 
as $45,000 a week and eventually 
dropped as low as $3,000. 

Shubert Theatre Players closed 
its 1,800-seat Palace several weeks 
ago. Greene says house will re- 
open in fall with grind subsequent- 
run double features and 20c week- 
end vaudeville again. 











| ‘Drunkard’ Out of Legit 


House Into Nitery in Det. 


Detroit, July 11. 

‘The Drunkard’, which has been 
absent from local scene past two 
years, after hanging up records at 
the Playhouse, is being revived at 
the Chene-Trombly nitery, with E. 
A. Ferguson producing. 

Same cast as presented meller on 
previous occasions will be used, in- 
cluding Ferguson, Billy Morrell, 
Gertrude Winer, Marston Souther, 
Gertrude Wood, Bob Nelson, Dr. W. 
R. Alvord, Charles McComish and 
Millicent Bradley. 

Besides two performances nightly, 
cast offers vaude shows burlesquing 
old style of entertainment, with 
Morrell as m. c. 


Agent’s Gypsy Lee 
Commish Suit Comes 
Up Tomorrow (Thurs.) 


A motion to examine Louise Ho- 





vick before trial will be made 
tomorrow (Thursday ) in New 
York supreme court by Irving 


Sherman, who’s suing Gypsy Rose 
Lee (Miss Hovick) for $10,000, 
alleging breach of contract. Sher- 
man claims a five-year contract with 
Miss Lee as her personal manager 
dating from October, 1936, when she 
was in burlesque. His complaint 
Stipulates that he was subsequently 
responsible for her jobs in the ‘Zieg- 
feld Follies’ and later in securing a 
contract with 20th-Fox. 

Ex-stripper currently in ‘I Must 
Love Someone,’ at the Vanderbilt. 
N. Y., denies generally. 

Sherman’s managerial contract 
with Miss Lee included Curtis Allen, 
to act as her manager and agent for 
five years. The contract was amended 
April 15, 1987, to include the Wil- 


liam Morris agency, each to receive 
3 1/3%. 


Lampkin Out in D. C. 
Washington, July 11. 

Phil Lampkin, who has conducted 
| pit orchestra at Loew’s Capitol for 
| last eight years, stepped out Fri- 
| day (7). 

Maestro, whose future plans are 
indefinite, and management called 
it ‘an indefinite leave of absence by 
mutual arrangement.’ 





10% Commish Suit 

Leon A. Friedman filed a $5,000 
N. Y. supreme court action Mon- 
day (10) against Harry Stock- 
well, claiming breach of a man- 
agerial contract. Stockwell, who 
was the voice of the Prince in ‘Snow 
White’, has secured positions at 
Metro and Universal, through his ef- 
forts, Friedman claims under an oral 
10% contract. 

The singer 
present, 


is in vaudeville at 





PA, NITERY BILL’ 


| are asserted to be paid up, as late as 
28, 1939 there were only 5,905 | 


CURBS NEW 
OPENINGS 


Philadelphia, July 11. 
Present nitery operators in Penn- 
sylvania need fear 
competition for a long time. 
signed by Gov. Arthur H. 





licenses a virtual monopoly. 

Law restricts licenses to one for 
each 1,000 population. In as much 
as Philly now has 2,858 licensees, 
907 over its quota, there’s no chance 
of any more being issued. New 
measure exempts hotels.. 


Gambling Cafe Named 
By Bank Prez in Fraud 


Detroit, July 11. 

Powatan Club here is under sur- 
veillance as result of confession of 
Walter P. Jacobs, former president 
of the National Bank of Adrian 
(Mich.), who is charged with em- 
bezzling $126,178 in bank funds to 
cover stock market and gambling 
losses, 

The Powatan, one of town’s better- 
class niteries, was listed by Jacobs 
as one of four spots where he lost 
considerable in gambling. Jacobs 
also listed the Chalet, roadhouse in 
Macomb county, where he said he 


lost at dice, and several local hand- 
books, 











Benny Fields goes into the Bon 
Air Country Club, Chicago, July 20, 








for four weeks, on a Wm. Morris 
booking. 




















America’s Newest Dancing 


ANGELO 
PORTER 


Opening CASA MANANA, Fort 
| Worth, July 21—Then back 
to the CHEZ PAREE, Chicago, 
| August 31. 


| MIKE FRITZEL, JOE JACOBSON 


Direction, PAUL SMALL 


Stars 


PIERRE 


AND 
EVELYN 


Thanks to— 





no additional | 
A bill | 
James | 
has given present holders of liquor | 





AFA 


Trial 





(Continued from page 41) 





car. At that point it was brought 
out that when the $1,700 was given 
to Whitehead, there was actually 
less money in the AFA bank account 
than had been received from bene- 
fits. ‘So the money for the car was 





ing at a deficit,’ Reis explained. 


membership of 15,000, of whom 9,000 


Feb. 
membership cards in the active file, 
the accountant testified, adding that 
the latter figure included many per- 
sons no longer members, or in ar- 
rears. Reis also testified that as of 
March 31, 1939, when he was last 
permitted to see the AFA books, an 
overwhelming majority of the 
union’s council members were not in 
good standing because of failure to 
pay dues or death benefit assess- 
ments. Miss Tucker, the current 
president, was among them, he said. 


Mosconi Got $500 Loan 
From AFA’s Benefit Coin 


Although the union’s books showed 
many entries for ‘loans,’ expenses 
and other payments to employees 
; out of funds received from the TA, 
| there were few records of any re- 
payments, according to Reis. Charles 
Mosconi, AFA treasurer, was 
recipient of a number of such ‘loans,’ 





totaling well over $500. Reis also 
testified that although Whitehead 
had stated in a letter to Theatre 


Authority in 1935 that TA funds 
were placed in a separate account, 
the AFA books showed ‘he never 
got around to it until 1938.’ Simi- 
larly, the accountant said, the union’s 
books were altered during last 
March to show that the money raised 
from benefits and used for general 
expenses had been ‘loaned’ by one 
account to another. 


Aquacade Performers Say 
AFA Double-Crossed ’Em 


Although the testimony at yester- 
day’s (Tuesday) session had to do 
with alleged abuses and intimidation 
at the Aquacade, the purpose of it 
was aimed not so much at Billy 
Rose as it was to show the AFA’s 
failure to help its membership. Ash- 
ley, who was the first to testify, 
called the AFA ‘grossly neglectful’ 
and said the union ‘double-crossed 
us in several instances.’ He then 
went into details of how the Aqua- 
cade performers had been persuaded 
to submit to arbitration over salary 
and rehearsal pay claims, only to 
learn during the arbitration proceed- 
‘ings that Whitehead had already 
| written a letter to Rose agreeing to 
| accept $35 a week wages and no re- 
|hearsal pay. Rose subsequently is- 
/sued a statement denying charges 
| against the Aquacade. 

It was then brought out that when 
| the Aquacade performers, none of 
| whom had individual contracts with 
Rose, sought to see copies of the 
| blanket contract AFA had with the 
| showman, they were given copies of 
| the AFA Reporter, union house or- 
| Zan, carrying a purported ‘copy’ of 
the pact. When a dispute subse- 
quently came up, Rose showed them 
a contract, the terms of which did 
,not coincide with those printed in 











actually taken from relief funds at | 
a time when the union was operat- | 


Although the AFA now claims a | 


the. 





the AFA Reporter. Examination of 
the actual contract showed it dated 
after the publication date of the 
AFA Reporter containing the sup- 
posed ‘copy.’ 

Furthermore, it was testified, the 
contract was dated after the arbj- 
tration which settled their rehearsa] 
pay dispute with Rose, and the terms 
of the pact were less favorable than 
| those obtained in the compromise. 
In other words, Ashley said, a secret 
contract had been drawn giving 
away the concessions they had ob- 
tained in arbitration. 





Smith Denies Charges 
San Francisco, July 11. 

Al Smith, former local AFA 
branch representative, declared that 
he was not responsible to that body 
for the $1,750.19 shortage in the ac. 
counts of the local branch, during a 
speech made by him in a member- 
ship meeting .of the actors union 
held here last week. 

I. N. Padway, AFA attorney, made 
the charges at the meeting accusing 
Smith of the responsibility for the 
shortage. It developed at the meete 





|ing that such a charge had never 
| been formally filed against Smith, 
lor anvbodv else. 


| Smith said that he was not respons 
sible for the monyy, that its safe. 
keeping rested with the treasurer 
of the organization. 

Smith previously had filed charges 
against Whitehead, accusing the lat- 
ter of using ‘arbitrary power,’ ‘fail- 
ure to issue statistics on national 
membership and finances,’ and sev- 
eral other acts ‘detrimental to the 
welfare of the national and local 
ortanization.’ 

At first refused admission to at- 
tend the AFA meeting here last 
week because he did not have .a 
paid up membership card, Smith 
later was invited to appear and state 
his case. He said he would answer 
all ayestions put to him by the 
members. He said he was able to 
prove that all of the money had been 
remitted to the national office, but 
that he had never received a full 
| accounting from the h. o. 
| Smith also admitted that he was 
| after Whitehead’s job. 


CARLOTTA DALE TO 
FRANCE FOR 6 WKS. 


Carlotta Dale, warbler with the 
Jan Savitt crew in the Blue Room 
at the Hotel Lincoln, N. Y., will 
leave shortly for six weeks at the 
Palm Beach Casino, Cannes, France. 
Engagement was accepted with the 
consent of Savitt and she'll return 
to the Lincoln upon its completion. 

Savitt will remain at the Blue 
Room until December, then playing 
a week at the Paramount, N. Y., and 
four days at the State, Hartford, 
before going into the College Inn, 
Chi. Will make a return trip to the 
Lincoln later. 














Holtz to Jersey Nitery 

Colony Surf club, West End, N. J, 
has installed a name floor show 
policy for weekends during the 
summer. Teed-off Saturday and 
Sunday (8-9) with Willie and Eu- 
gene Howard and Estelle Taylor, Lou 
Holtz heads coming two-day setup. 





Morris agency booking. 
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Night Club Reviews 








HOTEL ASTOR ROOF 


(NEW YORK) 





Ben Bernie orchestra, Gracie Bar-. 
rie, Ames & Arno, Bud Hughes, 
Baron & Blair, Bailey Sisters (2), 
Donald Saxon, ‘Col.’ Manny Prager; 
$2 table d’hote minimum; T5c-$1 
couvert. 








Whether by design or accident, it’s 
good showmanship on the part of the | 
Astor to give extra values. The No.1 
hotel of the Times Sq. sector has long | 
b2en a landmark for tourists and na- | 
tives, and with the Fair’s competition j 
the Roof is wise in upping the budget 
a bit. Ben Bernie as the prime at- 
traction is a natural in view of his 
hinterland popularity via the radio. 
Bob Christenberry, the hotel v.p. and 
g.m., is furthering that by taking six 


shots a week on the networks, that | 


being counted on to draw. 

Bernie has a snappy dance setup 
with a couple of new specialists in 
the Bailey Sisters, hotcha swing- 
singers in the accepted idiom, and 
Donald Saxon, young and personable 
tenor soloist. ‘Col. Manny Prager 
continues as the novelty song spe- 
cialist. 


Gracie Barrie heads the floor show | 


proper. Songstress is a mistress of 

op-song selling. Incidentally 
patient with the ole maestro is a bit 
of a family affair in that her hus- 
band-maestro, Dick Stabile, now 
neading his own unit on a New Or- 
jeans booking, is one of Bernie’s old 
boys in the band. 

Ames and Arno are a very bright 
rafe floor interlude with their com- 
sdy hoke and knockabout acro- 
lance stuff. They’re the proper flair 
for that sort of eccentric humor and 
wham home a neat hit. They’re as 
effective on the floor as onstage. 

Same goes for Bud Hughes, who is 

versatile sleight-of-hander who 
Rod the legerdemain as an incidental 
to producing a couple of clever ca- 





| builder. 
her | 





Baron and Blair are the class touch 
with their ballroomology. They’re a 
standard terp team, the femme par- 


ticularly loaded with s.a. He's a nice — 
vis-a-vis, and between the two they | 


run the gamut of the accepted reper- 
toire. 

Bernie’s premiere last Monday was 
high-lighted by a very Stork-and- 
Lambs club turnout—a medley of 


cafe society and ultra legit thespic | 


attendance which gave the Roof an 
aura that this spot doesn’t usually 


draw. In the main of course the 
Astor Roof is a yop spot for the mid- 
town regulars and the floating 
masses. Abel. 


TROC, N. Y. 





Bobby Hackett orch (14), Adrian 
| Rollini trio, Claire Martin, Bob Ham- 


ilton trio. 
New room on West 52d street, in 
the same category as the original 


Onyx (across the street) and others 
of its ilk, has many things in its 
favor for the swingeroo crowd, 


whether collegiate or otherwise. For 


one thing it’s well air-conditioned, a | 
prerequisite for this torrid weather. | 


The Adrian Rollini trio is a crowd 
Yhere’s also the added in- 
centive of Bobby Hackett’s combina- 
tion, 14 pieces, but fitting in remark- 
ably well for this size room. 

For the overflow opening night 
crowd, the Bob Hamilton trio played. 
Its louder jitterbugology caught on 
with the bunch so it may stay in as 
is, although obviously needing ton- 
ing down and realignment. 


Troc, which is operated by George 
McGough, is rather narrow for its 
length. It is decorated harmoniously 
Space for 
dancing was incredibly small opening 
Good-sized bar is spotted to 


in green, biue and gold. 


night. 
the right as customers enter. 


Rollini Trio easily provides the 
most tuneful music, with just enough 
swingeroo to satisfy. Couple of pops, 


‘Alabama Bound’ and 


highlight the closing jam _ session. 


‘Siboney, 


Outfit doubles from the Hotel Picca- 


dilly. 


Hackett’s crew serves neat dansa- 


‘pation with large section of brass 
‘toned down to size of this spot. 


! 


as principal vocalizer. Needs a plat- 
‘form so the gang can see her. 
Hamilton combination is supposed 


| to feature boogie woogie pianists, but 


| Claire Martin is comely and capabie | 


| Broadway for a loop. 


|for debut here the electric organ | 


! grabbed the spotlight. 
i slick drummer, who doubles on xylo- 
;phone and _ other instruments. 
They're up from Cafe Society, but 
|appear to need realignment of instru- 
{ments at hand or the addition of a 
more contrasty one. Wear. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





; 
} 


hibited sale of fireworks within the 
——— limits and making 

|offense. The troupers 
‘yearly display. 


Same an 


year show an increase over the past 
year. 

Bows to Bryce Lavigne and his 
Hotel Saranac orchestra, assisted by 


entertainment. 


tine, Texas, a 
Rogers. 

Dickie Moore, Bob Burke, Herbert 
Elder and Helen Mann at the Rogers, 
are one year older. 

Eddie Ross (Four Carlton Boys), 
who did it up here; and now back 
on the job, will fish and checkup 
for a months’ vacash in the Adiron- 
dacks. 

Teddy Stuart, Bee Lee, Frank 
Howard and Lee Rinzler are up and 
around at the Rogers. 

Among those ogling the Rogers 
and the actors’ colony recently are, 
Eric Lindaur, Baldwin, L. I.; Grafton 
Stuart, Houston; Dan, Joan and 
Frank O'Sullivan, Noreen Comer- 
ford, Harry Arlund, Hugh Smith, all 
of N. Y.; Jack Gorman, Reading, Pa.; 


new arrival at the 





pines. It’s a very neat dog turn. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Dan Barban, Colum- 
O., and Sadie Rinzler, Brook- 
lyn. 
Sylvia Abbott, who spent a lot of 
time in the Big Town while being 
looked over by medicos, is back at 
the Rogers and looking fine. 

The Marshall Trivellis 
three. It’s a girl. Marshall is the 
chairman of the local entertainment 
committee. 

(Write to those who are ill). 





The Paradise and International 
Broadway, 


agreement to shutter their 


iencing the past month or so, as- 
cribed to competition offered by the 
World’s Fair. 


Sunday visitors to the latter area, 
as a rule, spend the entire day at 
the expo and are too tired to do 
much galivanting in the city after 
that. 





Raze Erie Landmark 


Erie, Pa., July 11. 
Park opera house, landmark here 
for more than 60 years, is being torn 
down to save taxes. 
House has in recent years been 
operated on a grind policy and occa- 
sional vaude. 





No Sundays, B’way Nitery | 
Plan to Combat the Fair 


Casino, the two biggest niteries on 
are almost set on an 
spots 
Sunday nights during the summer. 
Six-night decision is due to the bru- 
tal biz all spots have been exper- 








Bombay sends a cool tip to 


Or 


\d 
wie 





IN THE TROPICS, a tall, cool Johanie Walke: and Soda 
is a favorite drink. Try it when the mercury climbs. There's 
no finer Whisky than Scotch and Johnnie Walker is Scotch 
at its smooth, mellow best. It makes a grand summer drink! 


Ie’s Sensible to Stick with 


JoHNNIE [YALKER 


BLENDED SCOTCH WHISKY 


CANADA DRY GINGER ALE, INC., NEW YORK, M. Y., SOLE HWAPORTERE 





NEW YORK 


Red Label 8 years old 
Black Label 12 years old 
Both 86.8 proof 


Outfit has a, 


| 


i ville B. Raymond. 


| Playhouse, Greenwich Village. 


This actors colony found it hard, 
, to swallow the local law that pro-| 


missed the | 
Cures during the first half of the 





e015 YEARS AGOece 


(From VARIETY) 
‘es 
in | 
knock | 
Twenty-one | 
shows had closed during the two 
weeks of the session. 








The Democratic Convention 
New York continued to 





An international legit circuit for | 
indie producers was the plan of Mel- | 
Would include 
only English-speaking cities. 





The ‘world’s worst gross’ was reg- 
istered by ‘Mud,’ at the Cherry Lane 
On 


a single night it took in $7. 

The Tivoli circuit, Australia, con- | 
trolled by Harry Musgrove, Sol 
Green and George Dickinson, was, 
bought by Sir George Tallis for the | 
J. C. Williamson interests. 

A Keith office survey showed that 
from 40-50 new foreign acts would | 





| ‘restaurant’ 


|| PENNSY DEFINES RULING 


ON NIGHT CLUB PROFITS 


Philadelphia, July 11. 
The Pennsylvania State Rum 
Board has decreed that most of the 
profits in state niteries must come 
from the kitchen, not from the bar. 
Check in Philadelphia revealed 
that the entire food stock of most 
licensees in the city 
consisted only of a few sandwiches, 








Jabin Opening New Cleve. 
Nitery Desnite the Heat 





Cleveland, July 11. 

Stanley. Jabin, who operated the 
Torch Club and introduced femme 
impersonators here four years ago, 
is tossing his sombrero into the 
nitery ring again by preeming his 
new Club Stanley July 15. 

With nest-egg reaped in Miami last 


| tour the U. S. during the coming! winter, Jabin took over defunct Irish 


m. ¢. Dick Willis, for the Will Rogers | # foreign countries. 


Bina Rogess, hailing from Pales- | 





are now | 


} 


| 








the circuit covered 40,000 miles and 





Vaudfilm houses were increasing | 
in the midwest as patrons clamored 
for the presentations following sev- | 
eral experiments. 


| 





Richard Bennett’s vaude debut, at 
the Palace, was given a merry lac- 
ing as the actor treated the date | 
‘contemptuously.” Ted and Betty | 
Healy, plus Van and Schenck, did | 
fairly well on the same bill. | 

| 





Chicago was stirred by the brutal 
attack made by Cicero, Ill, police on 
Rosetta Duncan because of an alter- 
cation she had had with them, sup- 
posedly over a traffic violation. 
Four performances of the Duncan 
Sisters show, “Topsy and Eva,’ at the 
Selwyn, Chi, had to be called off | 
because of injuries to ‘Topsy.’ 

Despite action by the Ku Klux 
Klan, Roscoe ‘Fatty’ Arbuckle made 
his appearance in Long Beach, Cal., 
when the Council denied a Klan pe- 
tition to ban the actor. 





| 
} 





Mich. Niteries to Fight 
Sunday Closing Ruling | 


Detroit, July 11. 
Michigan nitery operators prepar- 
ing legal action against state rum 
board’s new ruling banning liquor 
sales between 2 a. m. and 2 p. m. 
Sundays, which went into effect last 
week despite a recommendation by 
Attorney General Thomas Read that 
the action be deferred until May, 
1940. 
Board has declared that it con- 
templates no change in its recent 
ruling. A legal battle is expected. 


Berle Back to I. C. 


Milton Berle returns to floor show 
at the International Casino, N. Y., to- 
morrow night (Thursday), replacing 
Harry Richman. Berle and Richman 
started together when the Casino re- 
opened several weeks ago, but the 
former was released last Wednes- 
day (5). Richman is reported to 
have been held for only the one ex- 
tra week. Berle’s renewal is for at 
least two weeks. 

Richman has been rumored as set | 
for the forthcoming George White | 








| ‘Scandals,’ but nothing definite has | 


been negotiated. He may return to| 
Europe. 





M. C. STRICKEN AT FETE 


St. Louis, July 11. 

Robert J. Weber, who conducted | 
a booking agency here, collapsed | 
and died suddenly while serving as 
m.c. at the Lion’s Club homecoming 
and Independence Day celebration | 
in City Park at Johnston City, IIL. | 
He had just introduced one of the. 
entertainers when he collapsed. 
Physician Said death due to heart 
disease. Weber resided with his 
mother and a sister. 


|season. Harry Mundorf’s survey for | Village, which was operated by Abe 


Sax. Located in heart of theatrical 


| sector, spot is the only new one to 


open during a hot semester that has 
shuttered a half-dozen old niteries, 
Only thing keeping majority alive is 
string of conventions, although visit- 
ing firemen are spendirg surpris- 
ingly little in the after-dark bistros. 





Willie West and McGinty 
Leaving Rose for London 


Billy Rose is on the hunt for a 
knockabout comedy act to replace 
Willie West and McGinty in the 
Aquacade at the New York World's 
Fair. He has even requested Her- 
man Citron, the act’s manager, to 
build a duplicate of the turn, but 
this is improbable. 

Willie West and McGinty leave 
mid-August for a George Black 
‘Crazy Show’ at the Palladium, Lon- 
don. This booking was set ‘prior to 
the act entering into a contract for 
Aquacade. 





Adler Quits Down Under 


Sydney, June 20. 


Larry Adler, harmonica player, 


leaves for U.S. (23) after a six- 
months’ stay here for Tivoli and 
| Hoyts. 


Adler was offered additional time 
by both Tivoli and Hoyts on repeats. 
Turned down offers in order to do 
U.S. tour covering about one year. 
He left major portion of coin re- 
ceived on play dates in local invest- 
ments. 





DANCER’S AUTO HURTS 


Detroit, July 11. 

Marjorie Weisenberg, 14, dancer, 
who’s appeared in films and was 
skedded to return to Hollywood next 
week to appear in other flickers, is 
recuping in Receiving hospital here 
from internal injuries suffered last 
week in a city bus crash. Hoofer, 
who hails from Chicago, was visiting 
an.aunt here. 

Her mother, Mrs. Irene Weisen- 
berg, also received minor injuries in 
the bus-auto crash. 





Vi Bradley moved into Marcel’s in 
Los Angeles, following Helen Mor- 
gan. 

















Recognized by all as the Leading 
Tailors to Americans 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, W. 1. 

















Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 


Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 
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formal and she 


along in c¢ GEORGE 


Opening Savoy 
Per. Mgr. ANNA SOSENKO 





HILDEGARDE 


‘Hildegarde, whe wowed them in New York, Lendon and Paris, moved to 
the Reef of the Hotel Pierre, where she is regaling the guests with songs 
im her “inimitable” style—her inimitable style is intimate and highly in- 
has a way of makng even the most inhibited customer sing 


Opening Fox, Philadelphia, July 14 





ROSS—New York World-Telegram. 


Plaza, July 27 
Ex. Rep., JACK BERTELL 
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LOEW’S STATE, N. Y. 


ick Webb’s orch (15), led by 
BM: Ali, Chuck & Chuckles, Ed- 
die Cantor, Taft Jordan, Pegleg 
Bates, Ella Fitzgerald; ‘Wuthering 
Heights’ (UA). : 








Chick Webb’s former crew, still 
pilled under his tag, makes its in- 
jtial try this week at carrying on 
minus the little domo of the drums. 
It's a worthwhile effort and will suc- 
ceed in keeping the combo together 
although the absence of Webb—and 
the spark which he instilled in the 
band—is not something that can be 
lightly overlooked. 

Aside from a new drummer (still 
prominently spotted in the front 
row), the band’s setup 1s exactly the 
same as prior to Webb’s death a few 
weeks ago in Baltimore. The new- 
comer at the skins is very conserva- 
tive and this seemingly has reflected 
itself upon the other musicians, Un- 
der the leadership of Bardou Ali, 
who performed the same chore for 
Webb, the band goes into the groove, 
true, but some of the boys seemingly 
have become listless. There’s a pos- 
sibility that this date came too soon 
after Webb’s death and the boys 
haven't yet recovered from the shock. 
However, in all fairness it must be 
pointed out that the band is still 
under the influence of its deceased 
leader’s drum work and it takes time 
to become accustomed to a replace- 
ment in such an important position. 

Ella Fitzgerald also remains with 
the band and she’s working as previ- 
ously. The finale of the show is left 
to the first lady of swingo nursery 
rhymes. and her first appearance at 
this catching didn’t come till after 45 
minutes of band and acts. She was 
the only one of the band’s comple- 
ment to mention Webb’s name. dedi- 
eating her second song, ‘Don’t Worry 
About Me.’ to the memory of her 
mentor. Also delivered ‘I’m in the 
Groove,” ‘Stairway to the Stars,’ 
*A-Tisket’ and participated in the 
finale jam session of ‘St. Louis Blues’ 
for her usual socko results. If she 
could enunciate clearly, the Fitzger- 
ald name and rep would be an excel- 
lent baton-waving front for the band. 

That there’s so little of the maud- 
lin from the band regarding Webb is 
commendable. In fact, practically all 
of the tug on audience sympathy was 
provided by Eddie Cantor, who did a 
self-requested guest shot at the open- 


ing day’s finale show. He referred to 


Webb as ‘my old friend’ and added 
that his appearance was a token of 
‘respect’ to the late and lamented. 
Then he told the flapping underwear 
gag that he delivered at the house 
last week, and it would have been 
lamentable bad taste even in happier 
circumstances. In all, Cantor did 10 
minutes, mostly a valedictory to his 
own record-breaking engagement. 
The orchestra initially plays “That’s 
a-Plenty’ and ‘Everybody Rockin’ 
prior to the appearance of the first 
turn, Chuck and Chuckles, click ec- 
centric dancing-comedy duo. The 
boys mopped up prior to Cantor’s 
session, with trumpeter Taft Jordan 
doing as well immediately after the 
former_blackface comic with ‘Rev- 
erie.” Pegleg Bates, whose acrobatic 
tapology is standard by now, makes 
it three solid wows in succession. 
a had to beg off after four rou- 


es. 

Sandwiched between Miss Fitzger- 
ald’s cue is a swing version of ‘Stars 
and Stripes’ by the band and it’s no 
compliment to John Philip Sousa. 

Biz very good at the last show, 
though the reaction from the previ- 
ous big week was evident in the at- 
tendance at the earlier shows open- 

day. Scho. 


EARLE, WASH. 





Washington, July 9. 
Dick Slater, Sonia & Margo, Al 
Clark, George Byron, Gloria Blake, 
Brunet & Joly, Ted Meza, Roxyettes 
(16); ‘Daughters Courageous.’ (WB). 





House breaks out with its long- 
threatened ice carnival this week 
under handle ‘Lake Placid Ice Show’ 
and it socks. Entire stage and orch 
pit is covered with artificial ice and 
all but one specialty is done on 
skates, Even house line, which has 

€n practicing a month, does every- 

ing from. atmospheric posing to 
auling on the props on _ skates. 
Oddly, however, it’s the one non- 
skating act, young coloratura billed 
as house’s ‘Find-of-the-Month,’ who 
kes top honors. 

Attractive Swiss mountain set, 
with overhead lanterns and pit orch 
under canopy at side siage, makes 
a. background under changing 

Codlights. Opens with line skating 
On in white knee-length getups with 
Silver capes for modified fancy for- 
mations. Dick Slater follows with 
smooth fancy sxating highlighted by 
tee fast twirls. Sonia and Margo 
fo e it next in all-white costumes 
b r standard fancy skating, followed 
on Smart swing routine. Al Clark 
th; right behind them to leap two, 
off = and four barrels, rolled on and 

the, line gals, for good hand. Spot 
sid Town On organ niche in wall be- 
on “- pit, where George Byron takes 
and. announcing the rest of the show 
sound for production numbers. Gals 
rena on in striking white spangled 
ostric €ss bathing suits with huge red 

c ns and score in formations 


warbles effective baritone back-. 





to tune of 
Woods’, 


Tune sets mood for entrance of 
Gloria Blake, the ‘find’, in big white 
sled drawn by six gals. Entire line 
sticks to pose during first number 
and then fades off. Miss Blake, billed 
as only 18, and making stage debut, 
is fresh, pretty brunet with voice and 
appearance resembling Deanna Dur- 
bin. Stops show with ‘Blue Danube,’ 
‘Ciri-Biri-Bin’ and ‘Cegina’, 

Line back again in bonnets, pan- | 
talets and parasols for more forma- 
tion and drills while Byron baritones 


‘Tales From Vienna 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 





Chicago, July 8. 
Garron & Bennett, Nichols & Ber- 
nie, Elsie & Herman, Emile & Eve- 
lyn, Donna Parker Singers (7), Ulis 
& Clark, Four Robeys; ‘Get Away 
With Murder’ (Col). 





Spvecially-built show for this house 
by Will J. Harris indicates that pres- 
entations and stage shows are on 
their way back into the conscious- 
ness of theatre operators here. Bala- 





‘Carolina’, Old-fashioned motif sets 
atmosphere for appearance of Brunet | 
and Joly, top-billed champion skat- 
ing team, in Gay Nineties garb for 
smooth waliz, with well-timed lifés. 
Emcee introduces Ted Meza, finally 
calling him when he fails to appear. | 
Smash entrance is effecied as top- | 
hatted drunk answers from rear of | 
house and staggers down the aisle. | 
Shakes hands with customers and | 
climbs aboard stage, surprising house 
by wearing wkates, and goes into 
sock series of staggers and falls, 
SWinging pitcher of beer over heads 
of front row and almost falling into 
audience lap. Encores by running 
gamut of standard acrobatic tap stuff 
on skates, encores again with fast 
round-up of jitterbug steps and fin- 
ishes smash with fast Russian squat 
kicking. 

Brunet and Joly back in yellow | 
and black satin for fast twirls. Line | 
On again in red and green ski cos- | 
tumes, carrying white ski sticks. | 
Sticks help ‘em get up speed and | 
give show flash finish, everybody on | 
in succession for quick recapitula- 
tions and individual bows as emcee 





warbles ‘Walking in the Winter 
Wonderland’, 
Biz good. Craig. 


SUMMIT, BALTO 





Baltimore, July 9. 
Bob Bruce, Hal Schutz, Sharon 
Harvey, Jean Arnold, Honey Sisters 
(2), Grant Wood and the Woodmen 
Orch. (10). 





For years the town’s swank sum- 
mer spot, the Summit, in its early 
heyday under the direction of the 
late Joe Brothman, attracted a 
steady patronage of couvert charge 
payers with name bands. During re- 
cent years, however, in competition 
with the air-conditioned in-town 
spots, a minimum of a dollar on week 
nights and a slight tilt on weekends 
has replaced the charge to sit down, 
and a policy of low-nut floor shows 
and dance combos has been made the 
order of the day. Appeal to popular 
patronage has not entirely lost the 
carriage trade, but those all-impor- 
tant spending parties on off nights 
have not yet sufficiently bolstered 
the populous Saturday evening to 
pay any real dividends. Owner Lou 
Lipsey and Manager Clem Spring 
are angling accordingly. 

Present setup has Grant Wood and 
the Woodmen, a standard combina- 
tion of 10, playing for the dancing 
and show, and an extra attraction in 
Hal Schutz, playing a Hammond elec- 
tric organ between sets and holding 
down a socko spot of his own in the 
floor doings. Properly exploited, lat- 
ter should prove strong draw. : 


Bob Bruce, presentable singing 
m.c., paces the show in straightfor- 
ward and pleasing manner, introduc- 
ing Sharon Harvey, flashy toe 
dancer, in a brace of routines featur- 
ing spectacular spins; Jean Arnold, 
in vocals of ‘From Now On’ and 
‘Strange Enchantment,’ the former in 
the proper groove and her real forte, 
and the latter a bit over her head 
and style, and the Honey Sisters, es- 
saying a modern tango in semi-ball- 
room and an original terp version of 
‘The Merry Go Round ——- 

urm. 


SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, July 7. 
Ernest Watson orch, Merry Macs, 
Gertrude Lutzi and Four Buffa- 
lonians; ‘Man About Town’ (Par). 








Ernest Watson debuts this week 
as Shea’s new guest conductor. 
Practically unknown here, he fur- 
nishes a decided change from the 
type of previous baton-wielders, and 
directs without ostentation, but 
with workmanlike musicianship. As 
a speciaity he plays ‘Whistle While 
You Work’ on two flutes with com- 
edy effects for good returns, 


Gertrude Lutzi is back again, with 
the Four Buffalonians as vocal back- 
ground. Miss Lutzi has been work- 
ing with the house band intermit- 
tently for several years. She is the 
most satisfactory soloist the house 
has ever had and she continues to 
register marked progress. At pres- 
ent, her vocal work and appearance 
rate her as tops for this type of 
work. 

Judged from their reception, the 
Merry Macs showed strong, despite 
a tendency toward monotony in style 
and selections. 

The Jack Benny topper is packing 
them in and news, a Popeye and 
‘Yankee Doodle Goes to Town’ short | 


"Yankee Doodle Goes to Town’ round | 


rounds out a strong bill. Burton. 


ban & Katz also has a stage show 
across the street at the ace Chicago. 
And from the trade indicated at both 


| houses, there is no question that the 


variety brings a tint to the boxoffice. 

Harris has turned in a nifty job 
with the material at hand, weaving 
the acts and production together into 
a good piece of entertainment. He 
has 16 girls, using ’em as showsgirls 
and chorus line effectively. Has a 
couple of eyefilling production num- 
bers, particularly in the ‘Gay 90s’ 
and fountain scenes. 

Most of the seven acts on the bill 
are standard and make good in 
standard fashion. Garron and Ben- 


nett are on first for a quick return | 


to the loop witih a ballroom dance 
routine. Wardrobed effectively and 
score on good execution. Nichols 
and Bernie are a tan team of a man 
and a seven-year-old girl. 
twist is a big selling item. They turn 
out good hoofology throughout. How- 
ever, man has a couple of outstand- 
ing dance stunts which he should 
take alone, as the divided attention 
hinders the true effectiveness of 
these bits. 

Emile and Evelyn are teeter-board 
experts, with the gal adding consid- 
erably to the visual appeal of the 
turn. Clean-cut work from both gets 
them over well. Elsie and Herman 
turn in some statue adagio bits in 
the fountain number. Donna Parker 
Singers are to the liking of the mob 
out front with their pop and semi- 
classic choral warbling, but that sin- 
gle gal in the group still scratches on 
the high ones. 

Ulis and Clark are a cross-fire 
talking team and garner their quota 
of laughs. Four Robeys are back in 
vaude after circus dates and still ef- 
fective with their hoop tossing and 
heed-stand juggling. 

Business okay at last show Fri- 
day (7). Gold. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Bennie Carter orch, Dell St. John, 
Jerry & Turk, Edna Mae Harris, 
Three Tops, Charlie McCormack, 
Pigmeat, Jimmy Baskette, Sonny 
Smith, line; ‘Chasing Danger’ (20th). 








Current bill is an interlude for the 


house. Bennie Carter’s new band 
(Band Review) is new and its 
performance won't stir word-of- 


mouth. Rest of the show is routine, 
with one or two standouts. Bill runs 
approximately 90 minutes, which is 
overboard; but the audience at this 
theatre seems inclined to stick it out. 
Show opens with Carter’s crew in 
the pit and a telephone confab going 
on across the stage, with Edna Mae 
Harris telling Pigmeat about the 
‘Jitterbug Ball.’ A production num- 
ber of that title follows. Settings, 
costumes and staging are frowsy and 
some of the dancing lackadaisical, 
but when they want to, the femme 
and male hoofers can slap out a 
juicy rhythm in the Harlem idiom. 

After an eccentric comedy turn, 
during which they cuff each other 
around, Jerry and Turk, an ofay act, 
are followed by an alleged comedy 
skit with Pigmeat and Jimmy Bask- 
ette and a couple of girls. It’s all 
shemefully old material and woe- 
fully handled—not even a trace of 
a legitimate laugh. Pigmeat totes 
his accustomed tramp getup, while 
Baskette, a portly gent, is straight 
except when he thinks he can swipe 
a laugh. 

Only distinctive number of the 
bill, a production routine to ‘Heaven 
Can Wait,’ comes next. Charlie 
McCormack, a_ run-of-the-booking- 
list singer, does the vocal, while the 
solo dance is done by Miss Harris, 
a fairly plump and fairly comely 
gal, apparently from the chorus 
ranks. Routine develops into a 
dance by the chorines dressed as 
angels; with the chorus boys as 
devils. St. Pete finally appears on a 
platform at stage rear and through 
the p.a. system tells the devils where 
to go. 

Three Tops (New Acts) are next 
with an above-average tap turn. It’s 
lively and proficient, and the lads 
obviously relish the job. Another 
attempted comedy skit follows, with 
Pigmeat, Baskette, McCormack and 
two gals going through the most out- 
right blue stuff imaginable. As 
usual, Pigmeat is the center of the 
act and his method seems to be to 
repeat a line as often and as loud 
as he can without getting mobbed. 
Since he mouths his lines so much 
that he is practically unintelligible, 
the repetition is justified. But the 
dreary material isn’t. Whole thing 
is noxious. 

Carter’s orchestra comes onto the 
stage bandset for around 40 minutes 
of so-so tootine and the ensemble 
winds up the bill with a finale pro- 
duction number of no particu’ur sig- 
nificance. Band plays passably, but 
lacks style or showmanship and looks 
as if the boys had been sleeping in 
the park in those winter duds. Eddie 





Novelty | 


Heywood plays a potent piano, Dell 
St. John is a creditable vocalist, 
Sonny Smith (New Acts), the only 
white turn on the bill besides Jerry 
and Turk, is a click tapster, while 
| Tyree Glenn abandons his trombone 
| a couple of moments to exercise the 
| vibraphone. Carter himself fronts 
the band, alternating between trum- 
pet and sax. Hobe. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





The Tientsin crisis, warlike prepa- 
| rations in Europe and the return of 
| England’s king and queen provide 
headline news on the new bill as the 
cameramen catch up with the news- 
| papers. 

Fox takes a bow with so-called 
first films of the Tientsin crisis. Fact 
that Eric Mayell, Movietone camera- 

|} man, was nabbed by Japanese there 
|lends zest, but material caught by 
| lens is unexciting compared to nar- 
ration. Address by Chamberlain on 
this situation and the condition of 
— Britain’s military forces is too 
ong. 


Paramount claims first pictures of 
England’s royal pair returning home 
in triumph. Several closeups are re- 
markably fine. Topflight coverage 
throughout, even to long telescope- 
lens glimpse of king and queen on the 
balcony at Buckingham. Spectacu- 
lar $5,000,000 blaze in London is ac- 
corded sweeping and daring treat- 
ment by Pathe. Same reel shows 
navy arriving at San Francisco, and 
a French fleet maneuver. 

Universal handles with style West 
| Point ceremony of giving new cadets 
the army oath. Pathe furnishes a 
wallop with test firing of giant guns 
of 36th Field Artillery. The Louisiana 
political puzzle, together with the re- 
turn of James M. Smith, ex-head of 
the state university, charged with 
embezzlement, gets attention from 
Pathe and Paramount, latter grab- 
bing the best closeups. 

That tribute performance to Lou 
Gehrig, ailing Yank ball player, was 
topflight as Par confined all speech- 
making to Lou’s farewell. 

Possibly the biggest laugh ‘on the 
program is the human-like actions of 
a 300-pound gorilla with its trainer 
at Cincinnati. It’s a slick Par clip. 
Paramount also shows the tremen- 








boomed by Indianans or the Demo- 
cratic nomination for president. 
Dixie clipper arriving in France 
(Fox) and trial flight of mail-freight 
line from Floyd Bennet field (Par) 
are high spots in aviation. 


Bill Stern (News of Day) does a 
neat bit of narrating on the A. A. U. 
track meet at Lincoln, Neb., while 
Clem McCarthy (Pathe) makes the 
Goshen trotting races exciting. Uni- 
versal again leads with ‘freak’ cov- 
erage, with Chinese girls bowling and 
bathing beauties in spruce-wood suits 
tops. Lew Lehr is wittier than usual 
commenting on a Panda bear. 

March of Time fills out martial 
tone of bill. Wear. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, July 9. 
Art Jarrett, Sue Ryan, Variety 
Gambols (7), Stone & Lee, Saul 
Grauman & Co. (5), Felice Iula and 





(Col). 


Fairish layout here, nicely high- 
lighted by Art Jarrett in pleasing 
cycle of vocals and Sue Ryan in 
comedy impressions of various sing- 
ers. 

Fast opening is provided by Va- 
riety Gambols, acrobatic flash con- 
sisting of four boys and three fem- 
mes, a consistent repeater here. Go 
through some standard tumbling, 
pyramid and trampoline stuff, not 
particularly sock but swift and flashy 
and a suitable opener or chaser on 
any layout. 

Jarrett is spotted in the deuce by 
necessity, but that is no obstacle, for, 
in good voice, he does okay arrange- 
ments of ‘Angels Sing,’ ‘If I Had My 
Way,’ ‘Begin the Beguine’ and en- 
cores with ‘It’s All Yours.’ Handles 
himself nicely and sells in show- 
manly fashion. Stone and Lee fol- 
low with routine unchanged by the 
vears; the fly gags and crossfires and 
Stone’s contribution on the trombone 
to his femme partner’s closing song 
and dance are evidently sufficient to 
keep the act in action. 

Sue Ryan has developed consider- 
able style since last caught here some 
years ago. Comedy imoressions of a 
chorus girl singing ‘Life Is a Song,’ 
followed by a ‘chanteuse’ seated on 
a piano giving out with the same 
number vets her off to a rousing 
start. Encores with 1911 and 
nresent-day swingeroo conceptions of 
‘Alexander.’ Gal has a lot on the 
ball and should be surefire in a revue 
or better type of cafe niche. 

Saul Grauman and his musical 
Stairatone close. Hoofing flash opens 
with three girls in three-way tan, 
followed by acro snecialty by an ad- 
ditional femme doing some okay 
rontrol stuff to nice returns. After 
Aouble number by girls using foils. 
Grauman announces his musical 
stairs. which sets full stage. Equinped 
to ring electric bells in melody, stair- 
wav has Grauman and his entourage 
stenving up and down for gond flash. 

Biz just fair. Burm, 








dous reception given McNutt, as he’s | ¢ 


house orch; ‘Clouds Over Europe’ |] 


—- 


FOX, PHILLY 





Clyde McCoy orch with Bennett 
Sisters (3), Larry Poweli and Wayne 
Gregg; Four Reillys, Bob Dupont, 
Adolph Kornspan house band; ‘Sun 
Never Sets’ (U). 





Back curtain moan of his ‘Sugar 
Blues’ introes Clyde McCoy, hig 
trumpet and his 16-person unit, which 
makes up a major part of a strong 


midsummer bill at the Fox this 
week, Tooting is slightly on the old 
corn side, but the ‘waaaaah’ of the 
McCoy horn has a fairly good fol- 
lowing here and the orch clicks 
nicely by tempering the music with 
a goodly load of comedy. 

Crew is made up of four brasses, 
four reeds, a guitar and three 
rhythm pieces. Added to that is the 
vocalizing of the three Bennett Sis- 
ters and Wayne Gregg. Band opens 
hot with ‘Tear It Down’ and then 
‘Don’t Look Now,’ vocalized by the 


Bennetts, Gals are plenty har- 
monious, but that’s all. They lack 
ear-catching bits of style. And be- 


tween choruses they go into some 
hoofing bits that do nothing more 
than fill the interlude. They rate 
as lookers, but could date the 
couturier with an eye to s.a. ‘Mutiny 
in the Nursery,’ clever ditty, is kinde 
est to them. Gregg’s mellow croone 
ing of ‘If I Didn’t Care’ and his 
phiz are no disillusionment for-the 
femme payees. Resonant baritone, 
he sells all his vocals well. 

McCoy takes a hand in the 
‘Nursery’ number with the ‘world’s 
smallest trumpet,’ which he toots to 
good effect. Also rating a bow for 
his prowess is Dave Gray, drummer 
in the band, who gets much out of 
"Limehouse Blues.’ Trick lighting 
with a soft amber overhead spot on 
the sticks, while the rest of the 
stage is blacked out, is excellent. 

Larry Powell’s comedy in “Three 
Little Fishies’ earns only a mild re- 
ception. He follows the Bennetts and 
Gregg with the ‘itty’ talk version, 
with a baby bonnet and nippled bot- 
tle. Orch gives its standard flash, a 
‘jam session’ of juggling balls, play- 
ing catch with the pit crew and such 
antics, winding up with the always 
solid bit of banging a chair on the 
floor for the percussion effect. 

Added acts are Bob Dupont, vet 
juggler, and the Four Reillys, youth- 
ul hoofers. Dupont is a frequent 
repeat in Philly and never fails to 
mesh. His expert work with three 
balls, then six, dumbbells and tam- 
bourines combine with his comic 
face and eyes for surfire handpatter. 
He’s also still pinning medals on 
himself for laughs. Finale is the 
wow turn of juggling an apple 
dish and napkin, taking a bite out of 
the fruit and wiping his face with 
the napkin every time they come 
around, until the apple is entirely 
eaten. 

Reillys, three boys and a gal, were 
stronger in their nitery date at the 
Walton Roof here recently, appar- 
ently suffering from jitters at the 
size of the house. Very young, 
they’re a-resh-looking combo, 


however, especially the femme, 
who’s slightly overweight and plenty 
impish, outines are smart, based 


principally on coyness, with the gal 
using the boys as foils. She comes 
down eave on the taps, the boys 
doing the light work, with results 
that are unique and could be re- 
freshing if those lads would just ‘ree 


ax. 
Biz okay. 





Herb, 
New Acts 
— TOPS coh 
Apollo, N. ¥. 


Usual male tap trio combination, 
but better than average ability. Boys 
sport grey dress suits of extreme 

arlem cut, have an attractively 
friendly manner and an evident de- 
sire to please, They rap out an as- 
sortment of rhythms and tricks in a 
long preliminary session, then P x 
into a challenge stanza that lifts the 
audience. 

It’s not big-league stuff yet, but 
the trio show promise and when 
they’ve learned to dress up their 
dancing and put it into a more in- 
dividual style, they’ll be ready for 
lush bookings. s it is, they’re 
likely as filler for vaudfilm or 
nitery dates. From the flashing 
smile of the tall, lean one of the 
three, he must have diamond inlays 
in his front teeth. Hobe, 


SONNY SMITH 
Dance 

6 Mins, 

Apollo, N. Y. 


One of the two white acts on the 
current bill at this Harlem house, 
Sonny Smith is a tapster with plenty 
of skill, deft touch and an unmistak- 
able showmanly flair. His stuff 
holds attention and seems effort- 
lessly done. He has a few distinctive 
tricks, one of which is a sliding tap 
step. Also makes an attractive ap- 
pearance, 

But a single drawback is that he 
gives the impression of over-con- 
fidence, like a kid showing off for 
the little girl next door. If he can 
shed that manner he’s a natural for 





top vaude and nitery dates. He'll 
get by in any case. Hobe, 
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Loew 





aan rl es 


NEW YORK CITY 
State (13) 
Rudy Vallee Ore 
(6) 

Ella Fitzeerald 
Chick Webb Ore 
Chuck & Chuckles 
Peg Leg Bates 

WASHINGTON 

Capitol (14) 
Milt Britton Ore 
Sue Ryan 








4 Reillys 

Paul Nolan 

Fague Springman 

(7) 

Walter Dare Wahl 

Kidoodlers 

6 Grays 

C Emmy Mad Wags 

Bea Saxon 
RICHMOND 
Loew’s (7) 

Maj Bowes’ Swing C | 








Paramount | 





NEW 
Paramount 


YORK CITY 

(12) 

Gene Krupa Orc 

Andrews Sis 

Cliff Nazarro 

Trojans 

AUSTIN (Minna.) 
Paramoant 
(1% only) 

Major Bowes Co 





CHICAGO 
Chieago (14) 
Emmett Oldfield 
Ted Lester 
Jack Cole 
Ross, Pierre & 8S 
MANKATO 
Grand (16-17) 
Maior Bowes Co 
ROCHESTER 
Chateau (19-20) 
Major Bowes Co 








RKO 








NEW YORK CITY 
Musie Hall (13) 

Jan Peerce 

G & J Dormonds 

Norma Gilio 

Karl Lippy 

Corps de Ballet 

Rockettes 

Erno Rapee Symph 


(6) 
Nicholas Daks 
Lucienne & Ashour 
Eleanor Tennis 
Marjorie Matlin 
William Horne 
Rocketts 
Corp de Ballet 
E Rapee Symph Ov 








Warner 











NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (14) 
Clyde McCoy Ore 
7) 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
4 Samuels 
3 Slate Bros 
Ghezzis 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fex (14) 
Lewis & Van 
Bert Lahr 
Hildegarde 





J & M Muleay 


Del Rios 





(7 
Clyde McCoy Ore 
Reilly’s 
Bob Dupont 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (14) 
Ted Meza 
George Byron 
Gloria Blake 
Al Carter 
Dick Salter 
Sonia & Margo 
Gae Fosier Gis 








World’s Fair 








NEW YORK 
Aquacade 

Eleanor Holm 
Johnny Weissmuller 
Morton Downey 
Gertrude Ederle 
Frances Williams 
Marshall Wayne 
Stubby Krueger 
¥F Waring Glee Club 
Corky Kellum 
Willie, West & M 
Pete Desjardins 

Crystal Palace 
Rosita Royce 
Wilma Josie 
Arthur Elmer 

Merrie England 


Old New York 
Marion Eddy 
Ann Pennington 
Amy Revere 
Marion Weeks 
Tommy Privett 
Harry Spear 
Fred Ardath 
Jack Conway 
Ralph Delno 
Jack Howard 
Sam Kramer 
Jack Goldie 
Harry Poilard 
Hans Schweng 
Chester Hale Gis 
6 Tiny Rosebuds 


Congress of Beauty 





Ving Merlin Ore 
Dagenham Pipers 
Albertina Rasch Co 
Kings Horses 
Russell Bradshaw 
Louis Topps Co 
Harry Fetterer 


Faith Bacon 

Della Carroll 
Yvette Dare 
Barbara Magy 
Jerry Kruger 
Bert Shaw 

Dave Schooler Ore 











Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (12) 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Whitey & Ed Ford 
Betty Ray 
Stan Cavanaugh 
Paul Ash Ore 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Million Dollar Pier 


(16) 
Pinky Lee Co 
Fenwick & Cook 
Tom Emerson Co 
Troy & Lynn 
Steel Pier (16) 
4 Ink Spots 
J & I. Sefler 
Bill Ames 
Gracella Co 
Hope (15-18) 
BALTIMORE 
State (16-19) 
Ward King 
Brilliant & Klass 
(18-15) 
George Rowland 





Ray & Harrison 
Paradise Rey 


) 
Duke Ellington Ore 
Ivie Anderson 
Anise & Alland 
Stump & Stumpy 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (14) 
Goodrich & Nelson 
(2 to fill) 
PITMAN 
B’way (15 only) 
Pape & Conchita 
Reimer & White 
Brilliant & Klass 
Gracella Co 
WILLOW GROVE 
Willow Grove 
(16 only) 
Reimer & White 
(1 to fill) 
Ray & Harrison 
Lord & Seed 
Paradise Rev 











London 





Week of July 10 


Trocadero Rest 
Oliver Wakefield 
Ty)’ Anselmi 
Daisy Kennedy 
Gray & Phillip’sky 
Fred Brezin 
Mischa de la Motte 

Deminion 
Don Rico Co 
CAMDEN TOWN 
Gaumont 
Van Dock 
les & Satan 
Leon & Kiki 


CLAPHAM 
Granada 
Henri Vadden Co 
Beryl! Orde 
4 Spallas 
EAST HAM 
Granada 
Latasha & L'rence 
Michaelson 
3 Sandler Sis 
Premier 


Tizuka Bros 


GREENWICH | 
Granada 
Latasha & L'rence 

Michaelson 
3 Sandler Sis 
HAMMERS MITH 
Gaumont 
Caryll & Mundy 
Simpson Co 
Jackie j 
HOLLOWAY 
Gaumont 
Renara 
Toni Borelli Co 
Dave Poole 
ISLINGTON | 
Blue Hall 
Reading & Grant j 
Sherry & Kiel | 
Les Ross 


LEWISHAM 
Gaumont 


Troise Co 


MAIDENSTONE 
Granada 


Bryan Miche Co 


SHEPH'DS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Caryvll & Mundy 


} Simpson Co 


STRATFORD 
Broadway 
lizuka Bros 


| 7 Elliotts 


TOOTING 
Granada 
Henri Vadden Co 
Beryl Orde 
4 Spallas 








Provincial 





ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
Les Allen Co 
Lai Founs 
Sam Rayne 
Selkirk & Glynne 
Horsbrugh Bros 
8 Adairs 
Alma Victoria 
Connor & Drake 
DUNDEE 
Palace 
Cable & Carr 
Foster & Clarke 
Brodie & Steel 
Kathleen Stanley 
De Guise Seymours 
P & J Desmond 
Tiller Gls 
EDINBURGH 
Royal 
Jack Radcliffe 
Neller & Clare 
Norman & Curnot 
12 Loretta Gis 
4 Smith Bros 
Hendersons & R 
Kellaway & Alvis 





Hugh McKenna 


Week of July 10 


GLASGOW 
Paviliou 
Tommy 
Tommy 
5 Sherry 
Joe Nicoll 
Ina Harris 
Lucy Loupe 
Lilian Gay 
Jack Beattie 
12 Morganeties 
Herbert Cave 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 
Jimmy O'Dea 
Harry O'Donovan 
Lalla Dodd 
Kily O'Conncr 
Dennis Creegan 
Jimmy Wildman 
Michael Ryan 
Jack Maguire 
Tom Dunne 
Vernon Hayden 
Emerald Gis 
May Tipple 
Josie Day 
Jim Johnson 


Morgana 
Yorke 
Bros 








Cabaret Bills 








Armando’s 
Ruddy Clarke Ore 
Sigrid Lassen 
Barney Galliant’s 
Red Ringo 

Steve Harris 

Mitzi O'Neill 


Bill Bertolotti’s 
Angelo’s Rh’mba Bd 
Linda March 

Lynn & Marion 


Bill's Gay 90's 
Florence Wyman 
Stuart Young 
Billy Lorraine 
Bernard Grauer 
Charles Strickland 
Spike Harrison 
Harry Donnell 
Harold Willar 
Tex O'Neil 

Club 18 
Jack White 
Pat Harrington 
Jane Reynolds 
Ruth Clayton 
Wilma Novak 
Gaye Dixon 
Frankie Hyers 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 


Club Gaucho 


Consuelo Solorzano 
Maria Del Rosario 
Maria Del Carmen 
Los Trobadores 
Opelita & Garcia 
Juan Makvula Ore 


Coq Rouge 
Tisdale Trio 
G Sterney Ore 
Cotton Club 
Cab Calloway «, 
Bill Robinson 
Sister Tharpe 
Tanya 
Katherine Perry 
Beachcombers 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Ruby Hill 
Son & Sonny 
Myra Johnson 
Vodery Choir 
Cuban Casino 
Aug Sanabrio Ore 
Quart Marcano Ore 
Dolores & Rod’guez 
Don Casanova 
Consuelo Moreno 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Noble Sissie Orc 
Don McGrane Ore 
Fritzi Scheff 
Buddy Doyle 
Margot Brander 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Joe Howard 
Clyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Lucille Johnson 
Emma Francis 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 
Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 
EI Chico 
Teresita Osta 
Herminio Gimenez 
Maria Luisa Lopez 
Julian Huarte Ore 
El Morocco 
Val Ernie Ore 
DeVera Rh’mba Ba 
Famous Door 
Count Basie Ore 
Jimmy Rushing 
Helen Humes 
Johnny & George 


Glen Island Casino 








7 Elliotts 


Glen Miller Orc 


NEW YORK CITY 


Tex Beneke 
Marion Hutton 
Ray Eberle 
Havana-Madrid 
Rosita Ortega 
Tapia 
Rene & Stella 
Las Serenitas 
Patricia & Cesar 
Rosita Rios 
Johnny Lopez Ore 
Hickory House 


Joe Marsala Ore 
3 Marshalls 

Hotel Ambassador 
Ramon Ramos Orc 
William Adler 
James Lozipo 
Milton Saunders 
Hotel Astor Roof 
Ben Bernie Ore 
Gracie Barrie 
Ames & Arno 
Baron & Blair 
Bud Hughes Ce 
Col M Prager 
Bailey Sis 

Donald Saxon 
H’tel Belmont-Plaza 


Ernie Holst Ore 

4 Squires 

Stardusters 

Floria Vestoft 

Joan Brandon 

Belmont Balladeecs 
Hotel Biltmore 

Horace Heidt Ore 

L.ysbeth Hughes 

Larry Cotton 

Bob McCoy 

Fred Lowery 

Henry Russell 

ted Ferrington 

4 Heidt-Lights 


Hotei Commodore 

Paul Tisen Ore 
Hotel ison 

Stuff Smith Ore 


Hotel Essex House 
(Casino on the P’k) 
Sammy Kaye Orc 

3 Barons 

Arthur Murray 


Hotel Gev. Clinton 


Eddy Mayehoff Ore 
Betty Gale 
Hotel Half: Moon 
(Coney Island) 
Harry Rogers Ore 
Terrace Trio 
Margie Mae 
Freddie Leech 
Jack Palazzo 


Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Esther Shaw 

Hotel Lincola 
Jan Savitt Orc 
Milt Herth 3 

Hotel McAlpin 


J Messner Ore 
Jeanne D’Arcy 


Jan Garber Ore 
Jane Claire 
Vera Hruba 
Nathan Waliey 
Edith Dusiman 
Douglas Duffy 
May Judels 
Du Reine Farley 
Ronny Roberis 
Ross MacLean 
Hotel Park Centra) 
(Cecoanut Grove) 
Larry Clinton Orc 
Enrica & Novelle 
Mary Dugan 
Hotel Park Lane 
Freddie Starr Ore 
Bob Lido 





Al Harris, 


Skeets Herfurt 

: Esquires 

K & J Leach 

Art Barker 3 
Hotel Pierre 

Harold Nagel Ore 

tHhildegarde 


Hotel Plaza 


Jack Marshard Ore 


| 
j 
| 
| 
} 


Mary Jane Walsh 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Wayne King Ore 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti Ore 
Dwight Fiske 
Hotel St. George 
Dave Orc 


Dee 


Martin 
William 


Hotel St. Moritz 


Jack Sherr Orc 
Angela Velez 
Omar Kayan 


(Sky Gardens) 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Collette & Barry 
Yvonne Bouvier 
& Idlers 
Peggy Adams 

Hotel St. Regis 

(tridium Koom) 
Dorothy Lewis 
M & M Simpson 
Sam Jarvis 
Erle Reiter 


| Chas Baum Ore 


(Viennese Roof) 


| Mary Parker 
Billy Daniels 
Nora Gale 
Harold Richards 
| Joe Rines Ore 


Hotel Taft 


Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Smith Howard 
Light Brigade 








Jeanne Walters 


Mon Paris 
Charlie Murray Ore 


Mary Cohan 
Jimmy Rogers 


Onyx Club 
John Kirby Ore 
Lee Wiley 
Maxine Sullivan 


Paradise 


Richard Himber Or 
Stuart Allen 

Jack Waldron 
Janis Andre 

Gil & Mason 

Buddy & B Brunell 


Bob Parker 
Vicki Allen 
Barry McKinley 


Valya Valentinoff 
Rex Weber 
Les Ghezzis Co 


Pepper Pot 
Jce D'Andrea Ore 
Bob Matzi Ore 
Amedeo 
Al Ferguson 
Iris Raye 
Prince Singh 


Place Elexante 
Ted Quinn Ore 
Bill Farrell 
ten Kaufman 
Tommy Mills 
Irve Harris 
Rex Gavitte 


Plantation Club 


Chris Columbus Ore 
Barrington Guy 
Sally Gooding 

Rocs Collins 

Joyce Beasley 

Rene & Estela 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Al & Freddie 
Harris & Scott 
Rubberneck Holmes 
Christina Stevens 














LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK 
Week July 13th 


LYDA SUE 
RITA and RUBINS 


VIA 


MARK J. LEDDY 














Hotet Watidorf- 


Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Durelle Alexander 


| Beauvel & Tova 


(Sert Room) 


| Xavier Cugat Ore 





Hotel New Yorker | 


Georges & Jalna 
George Shelley 


Hotel Warwick 


&% Marshalls 
Paul Sparr Ore 


Hotel White 
Lou Lang Trio 


International Casino 
Geo Hale Rev 
Herman Hyde 
Thelma Lee 
Yacopi Tr 

Honey Fam 

Harry Richman 
Allen Roth Ore 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Paul Ren:os Co 


| Jansleys 


Arno & Arnette | 
4 Feminine Notes 
Virginia Verrill 
Diosa Costello Ore 
K Parsons-A Sweet 


Jimmy Kelly’s 
Joe Capello Ore 
Inga Borg 
Gladys Faye 
Princess Aloma 
Mary Lane 
Tanya . 

Lee Leslie 

Carter & Schaub 
Terry Shannon 
Peggy de la Plante 
Montmartre Boys 
Danny Higgins 

Sid Hawkins 
Vaugh Corifort 
Gonz'les & Christine 
John Rockwood 
Gene Walters 


Kit Kat Club 


Ray Durant Orc 
Dorothy Saulters 
Lorenzo Roberson 
Teddy Hale 
Velma Middleton 
Dotty Rhodes 
Connie Harris 
Hotcha Drew 
Etsy Cooper 
Conway & Parks 
Pearl Bains 

La Conga 
Enric Madriguera O 
Tito Coral 
Trio Mixteco 
Diosa Costello 
Movita Co 
Carlos & Carito 
Raul & Eve Reyes 
Desi Arnaz Ore 


Larue 


Eddie Davis Ore 

Joseph Smith Ore 
le Coq Rouge 

Geo Sterney Ore 

Tisdale 3 

Larry Murphy 


Le Reaban Bleu 


Hayward & Allen 

Vicente Gomez 

Herbert Jacoby 

Hope Emerson 

Marie Eve 

Elsie Houston 

Greta Keller 

Graziella Parraga 

George Lloyd 

Marina & Sarandi 
leon & Eddie’s 

Lou Martin Ore 

Eddie Davis 

Iy Avalos D'ncers 

Alyee Brent 

Duval Sis 

Armida 

Ada 

Lewis Sis 

Ford Crane 

Wally Wanger Gls 


Miami Room 
Jerry Livingston O 
N.1T.G.’a Midn’t San 





Buddy Wagner Orc 





Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Orc 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Rita Bell 
Jean Walters 
Corlies & Palmer 
Roberta Welch 


Radio Frank’s Club 


Dorothy Whitney 
Fred Whitney 
Fred Bishop 
Ethel Gilbert 
Gus Wicke 

Joe Gallagher 


Rainbow Grill 


Barry Winton Ore 
Marilynn & Micnael 
Rainbow Room 

Al Donahue Orc 
Aarons & Glancs 
Orion Chantry 
Paula Kelly 

Nita Carol 

Eddie Le Baron Ore 


Riviera 

(Et. Lee, N. J.) 
Ted Fio Rito Ore 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe E Lewis 
Faith Bacon 
Raye & Naldi 
Frazee Sistera 
Frank Paris 
6 Jitterbugs 
Miss Trixie 
Chester Hale Co 


Ross Fenton Farm 
(Asbary Pk, N.J.) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Ramon & Renita 
Terry Lawlor 
Eleanor French 
Cross & Dunn 
Russian Kretchma 
Nadia Mirova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Simeon Karavaeff 
Michel Michon 


Show Bar 
(Forest Hills) 


Bobby Day Ore 
Beyer & Showalter 
Lucille Rich 
Skippy Burns 
Slim Tanner 
(Bermuda Room) 
Bobby Day Orc 
Jean Burton 
Marion Joyce 
Martha Wrenshall 


Stork Club 


Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jose Lopez Orc 
The Troe 
Bobby Hacket Ore 
Adrian Rollini 3 
Boogie-W oogies 
Pete Johnson 
Meade Lux Lewis 
Albert Ammons 
Tony’s 
Spivy 
Francis Schulman 
Jack Bland 
James Douglas 
Tony Soma 
Versailles 
Nicholas @’Amico O 
Irene Beasley 
Panchito Ore 
Village Barn 
Howard Woods Ore 
Gwen Williams 
Freda Sullivan 
Polly Jenkins Co 
Noll & Nolan 
Lou Valero 
Walter Donahue 
Billy Burns Co 
Whirling Top 
Geo Morris Ore 
Irene Stanley 
G & C Herbert 
Russell Dracken 
Margaret Scott 
Sally Payne 
Yacht Club 
Al Shayne 
Playboys 
Yvonne 
Omar 
Phyllis Colt 
Gilrone & Starr 
Tom Christian Orc 





Jerry 


| Paul 
| Alec 
| Clyde 


| 3 Lovely 
|W 














Hacker & Sidell 
Woody Wilson 
Jeanne Darrell 
The Fredricos 
James Evans 
Pinky Tomlin Ore 
Cafe Caliente 
Chuy & Mario 
Diana Castillo 
Julio Cervantes 
Luz Vasquez 
Pancho 
Eddie Aguilar Ore 


Cafe La Maze 
Park Avenue Boys 


Martha Tilton 
Bobby Sherwood O 
Club Bali 


George Yount 
Bruz Fletcher 
Club Versailles 
Lester 
Walton & O'Rourke 
June Sillman 
Leonard Keller Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 
Draper 
Templeton 
Lucas Ore 
Earl Carroll 
Stevens 
Sis 


Howard 


Ken 


& E 
Nirska 
Three Swifts 
Johnny Woods 
Four Hot Shots 
Lela Moore 
Susan Miller 
Beryl Wallace 
Reginald Craig 


| Igor & Tanya 


Archie Bleyer Ore 

Florentine Gardens 

Bill Roberts Orc 

Grace Hayes Lodge 

Grace Hayes 

Lind Hayes 

Joe Frisco 

Charlie Foy 

Nick Cochran Ore 

Hawaiian Paradise 

Mabel Kealoha 

Eddie Valencia Ore 
Indigo Cafe 

Sid Brown 

Jimmy Ellard 


Jack Frost 
Val Harris 
La Conga 


Chavez Ore 

Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Grace Palmer 

Little Hungary 
Valesco Co 
Mareel’s 

Helen Morgan 
Darryl! Harper Orc 





The Top Hatters 


Neville Fleeson’s 
Mandelay 
June Kilgour 
Joe Ortiz 


Palomar 


Lionel Kaye 
Paul Gordon 
The Keen Twins 
Carl & Marjorie 
Artie Shaw Orc 


Paris tan 


| Dominic 


Shriner Twins & M 
Dowling & Davis 
Marg’rite & M’rtinez 


| Ken Henryson 


Eric Massey 
Henry Monet 


| Juanita 


| Ruby 


Helen Miller 
Kahoe 
Chuck Henry Ore 
Phil Selznick’s ‘It’ 
Mauri Vaughn 


| Alicia Graye 


| Hawk 


Bill Lankin 
Lucille Young 
Wally Burke 


Seven Seas 


Danny Kaanna 
Shaw 


| Mel Peterson 
| Lillian Gibson 


Al McIntyre 


| E Bush Quartette 


Slapsy Maxie’s 


Maxie Rosenbloom 
Joe Plotski 


Andy Sorrelli 
Cully Richards 
Al Norman 


| Moore & Lewis 


| Johnny 
| Kay 


| 


Rita Carrol 
Tommy Reilly Ore 
Somerset House 
Jack Owens 
Lang 
yregory 
Harry Ringland 
Don & Beverly 
Tommy Blake Orc 
Swannee Inn 
Clift Richie Jr. 


| Juanelda Carter 


| 


Eddie Beal 
Topsy’s 
Denning 
Dale Waltz 
Wally Milam 
Mac Pepper 
Karee & Le Baron 
G Redman Orc 
Trocadero 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Tito Swingtette 
Ed South Orc 
Vietor Huge 
Phil Ohman Ore 


Ruth 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pamp Room) 

H MeCreery Ore 

Betty Bryant 

Don & Audrey LeM 


(The Buttery) 
Cleo Brown 
LeMaire Rhumba O 


Bismarck Hotel 

(Wainut Room) 
Virginia Gibson 
Gloria Lee 
Hadley Gls 
Bob Belmont 
Pauline Swaan 
Betty Grey 
Herby Walsh 
Red Fields 
Patricia Long 
Phil Levant Ore 


Blackhawk 
Jack Teagurden Or 
Bill Anson 
Don Pedro Ore 
Bill Baird 
Bill Lockman 
Kitty Kallen 
Dodie O'Neil 
Billy Owen 
Berni & Jovanna 
Eddie Barron 
Blackstone Hotel 

(Balinese Km) 


Jean Loach 
Pedro D’'Leon Ore 
Bon Air 


Freddy Martin Ore 
Gertrude Niesen 
Kddie Garr 

Grace & Nikko 
Jackie Green 
Jehnny Barnes 
Rose Girls 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Koom) 


Florence Schubert 
Charles Baldwin 
Grace Katrol 
Norma Ballard 


Broadmont 


Herb Rudolph Ore 
Tony Gray ~ 
Sandy Creighton 
Martell & Dain 
Cowanus 
Betty Storey 
Ruth Phillips 
Ralph Hovey 

Chez Buckley 
Joe Rio 
Olga Anton 
Sam Bari 
Ralph Lindgren Or 

Club Al 

Sylvia Tucker 
Rusty Ward 
Ruth Dean 
Hinder Orc 


Club Alabam 


Ann Suter 
Sadie Moore 
Bee Haven 
Paullette la 
Dave Unell 
Dorothy Dale 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 
Dave Malcolm 
Marion Ford 
Galante & Leonardo 
Harvey & Hoxton 
Betty Jerome 
Lee Francis Ore 
Colosimos 
Willie Shore 
Roberta Jonay 
Roth & Berdun 
Dawn Sis 
Helen Wehrie 
Lee Masen 
Frank Quatrell Ore 
Pronaph Gis 
Club Delisa 
Mary Dixon 
Tarza 
Billie & Billy 
Zella Smith 


Pierre 
Ore. 





Wesley Long 
Patsy Styles 
Billy Eckstein 
Rhythm Willie 
Charles Isom 
Partello Gis 

Red Saunders Ore 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Johnny Banga Ore 
(Peacock Rm) 

Joe Vera 
(Pompelian 
Irving 


Km) 
Margraft 


Dutch’s 


Ralph Cook 
Dolly Doline 
Collette 

Martell & Dawn 
Dot King 
Knowlan Ore 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 


i) 
(Beach Walk) 
Lawrence Welk 
Woods & Bray 
Mildred Sianley 
Walter Bloom 
Parnell Grina 
The Nighthawks 
Marine 4 
Harriet Smith Gis 
Herb Foote ra 
885 Club 
Keith Beecher Ore 
Paul Rosini 
Belva’ White 
Famous Door 
Esther Whittington 
Bryan Wolf 
Terry O'Toole 
Al Robinson Ore 
Franke’s Casino 
Marion Ford 
Kaster & Hazelton 
Billie Rogers 
Buddy Kirbie 
Rocke Ellsworth 
Bob Tinsley Ore 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Toasty Pall Ore 
Carl Bock 
Nonnie Morrison 
Woody La Rush 
Lorraine Voss 

Hickory Innr 
Kay Dare 
Joan & Eddie 
Tom Garvey 
Gondoliers Ore 


Hi Hat 


Marion & Denis 

Margo Gavin 

Kretlow Gls 

Sid Lang Ore 
Ivanhoe 

Dolores Donar 

Eddie Rice 

Helen Sumer 

Kay Becker 

Vera Garrett 

Don Chiesta Ore 
L’ Aiglon 

Mary W Kilpatrick 

Eusebio Concialdi 

Spyros Stamos 

Don Quixote Ore 

Ennio Bolognini Or 

Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Reom) 


Milt Herth Orc 
Dorothy Convers 


Liberty Inn 


Pinky Tracy 
Marge Dale 
Joan Dixon 
Renee Hartman 
Kvelyn Waters 
Jimmie O'Neil 
Dorice Waters 
Billy Hill 

Earl Wiley Ore 


Or 


Limehouse 
Bob Tank Orc 


| 
| 





Russell Carrell 
Bot Marchand 


Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
Stan Ritoff Ore 
June St Claire 
Nappo Gardens 
Angelica 
June St 
Bobettes 
Henry Castalano 
Lois Hallan 
Marlene Dell 
Rita Rosek 
Genevieve Jacyna 
Old Heldelberg 


Old Helideiberg Co 
Octet 
Robert Kessier 
Franz & Fritz 
Swiss Hill Billies 
Raoul Kantrow 
Herbie Orc 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Joe Reichman Orc 
TI Opi 
Gordon 4 
Bob Ripa 
Oxford 3 
Staples & Cerney 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Orc 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtie Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Orc 
Jaros Sis 
(Dome) 
James Hamilton 
Empire Boys 
Ilon Niles 
Jack & Jill Warner 
Jerry Glidden 


(Panther Room) 


Clair 





—== 
Hotel Pennsylvania; Dorothy James LOS ANGELES i. Oe sa ate cre 
7. 4 e 5 ‘ 
rommy Dorsey Ore | Dinora Biltmore Bowl Mareus Daly Ruth McAlister Taylor & Allen 
Jack Leonard Lee Royce Sunny Gillian Flo Ash 
Bdythe Wright Russe r 


Jane Dare 

Don & Betty Lynne 
Carol 

Inez Scott 

Jessie Rosella 
Dolly Sterling 
Patricia Perry 
Carmen 

Sol Lake Ore 
Tripol! 3 


Skylon 
Jack Russell Ore, 

Subway 
Ginger Dix 
Gladys George 


Gypsy Zena 
Mary Lou 
Frances Thomas 
Billy Kent 
Henry Sax Ore 


Thompson’s 16 Club 


|; Ray Reynolds 


Weiss 

Kas Norre 
Beity Saxon 
Alice Hansen 
Patsy Thomas 
Marsh McCurdy 


Sammy Frisco Ore 


Three Deuces 


| Baby Dodds 


Bunny Berigan Orc | 


Wendy Bishop 
Mugegsy Spanier Or 
8 Jitterbugs 

Carl Marx 


Silhouette Ciub 


Princess Red Rock | 


Joan Baylor 

Jane Conway 

Joey Conrad's Orc. 
Sliver Cloud 


Eleanor Daniels 
Edith Principia 
Ray Steibers Orc 
Olga Antonik 
Vivian Stewart 
Dean & Evelyn 
Frances Kay 
Silver Frolics 


Harry Harris 
Tony & Gene 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 
606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Dot Carlson Gls 
Connie Fasesaw 





Charles McBride 
Gladys Palmer 
Lonnie Johnson 

Tower Inn 


Sam Haas 

Inez Gonan 
Mary Grant 
June Glory 

Lee Gls 

Naomi 

Wayne Bros 

3 Hawaliians 
Frank Davis Ore 


Town Club 


May de Fili 
Margie Dale 
Frankie Donia 
Eloise Land 
Kathleen Kay 
Byron & Willis 
Bob White 
Joe Nitti Ore 
Villa Moderne 


Carlos Molinas Ore 

Tony Cabot Orc 

Lucia Garcia 
Villa Venice 


Isham Jones Ore 
Vanessa Amon 
Chandra Kaly 
Rich'’ds & Adrienne 
Charlotte Claire 
Orlando Ricalde 
De Quincey & G 
Winona Gardens 


Jimmy Ames 
Pat Allen 
Virginia Gilbert 
Lucille Johnson 
Frances West 
Nita La Tour 
Hazel Gregg 
Frank Snyder Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 
Nitza & Ravel 
Hazel Hayes 
Betty McKee 
John Leary 
Roger Kent Ore 


Bellevue-Strat ford 
(Main Dining R'm) 
Meyer Davis Ore 


Cadillac Tavern 


Eddie Thomas 
Buck & Bubbles 
Henrique & Adr'nne 
Billy Hayes Ore 
Cafe Moroney 


Bob White 
Judith Johnson 
Mystic Wonder 
Eddie Peoples 
Hershey Orc 
Doris O'Shea 
Tessie Nelson 
Isabelle Daniels 
Virginia Gane 


Cedarwood Cabin 
(Malaga, N. J.) 
Danny Rooney 
Jerry Tapps 
Parisian Divorcees 
Arthur Phillips 
Walt Temple Ore 


Club Morocce 


Ralph Fielder 
Jerry Marcelle 
D’Abour & Rene 
Dumount 

Mike Jaffree 
Charlie Gains Ore 


Dutkin’s Rathskeller 


Frank Ponti 
Kaye Allen 
Lillie Maye 
Le Schonnes 
Nancy Leslie 
Irving Braslow Ore 


Embassy 


Al Moore Orc 
Pedre Blanco Ore 
George Clifford 


1523 Club 


Swing King Ore 
Beth Challis 
Ethelind Terry 
Mildred Giison 
Virginia Lindsley 
Marion Lindsley 
Beverly Fisher 
Dolores Mer -ili 
Lorene Rhoda 
Gay 908 
Charlie Ray 
Billie McLauren 
John Bonner 
Beulah Minste 
Lillian Jackson 
James Simmons 
Reverend Boots 
Chic Williams Orc 
Harris Tavern 


Alabama Corinne 
Bobby Lyons 
Greta LaMarr 
Betty Thomas 
Hildebrand's 
Watson Sis 
Norton & White 
Mr. X 
Rosalie 
Bobby Lee Ore 
Hotel Adelphia 
(Hawaiian Roof) 
Frank Fisher 
Paul Valencia 
Suni Lauvi 
Siafiafi 
Momi-Kai 
Princess Kuulel 
Lei Nant 
Fddie Valencia Orc 
Jack Lynch's 
(H Walton Roof) 
Vincent Risso Ore 
Barney Zeeman 





Cass Franklin 


Glamour Gls (12) 
Helene Heath 
Thomas Martin 


Caperton & Col'’bus 
lois Harper 
Jimmy Blake 
Joe Fraseito Ore 
Lexington Casine 
Murry Wood 
Clifford & Jacksoa 
Artie Nelson 
Adele Deveree 
Gale Shaw 
Bobby White 
Doc Dougheriy Ore 
Cashie Costelle 
Lexington 3 
Irene Kay 

Lido Venice 
Jack Griffin 
Sandra lydel 
Peggy Martin 
Mariam Brome 
Crossetti Sis 
Jamboree Orc 
Little Rathskeller 


Roy Sedley 
4 Ink Spois 
Carroll Sis 
Melba 
Jerry Witherie 
Mildred Rock 
Victor Hugo Ore 
Manoa Inna 
Leonard Cook 
Deanne Rochelle 
3 Debs 
Eleanoro Landy 
Leslie Sis 
Yvonne 
Lillion 
3 Dervishes 
Shirley & Joan 
Billy Gates Ore 
Peacock Gardens 
Sylvan Herman O 
Aun Reed 
Purple Derby 
Jimmy Bvans 
Carita 
Ray Allen Ore 
M & BK Mealey 
Anna White 
Dumont 
Jean Lamar 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Leo Zollo Ore 
Mildred Rogers 
Ralph Eastwood 
Stamp’s Cafe 
Rert Lemish Ore 
Jack Hutchinson 
Johnny Welsh 
Bert Gilbert 
Ruth Martin 
Marquita 
Meece 
Beverly & Rik hards 
Silver Lake Ine 
(Clementon) 
Mickey Familant OF 
Alice Lucey — 
Doryce & F Drew 
David & Wally 
Jane Patterson 
Katharine King 
Music Hall Gls 
Lillian Russo 
Barbara Joan 
Marie Holz 
George Reed 
1300 Cafe 
Camille Rober:s 
Margie Frane 
Nan Roberts 
Venice Grille 
Joe Reiliv 
Ada Reynolds 
Fay Ray a 
George Marchetti ¢ 
Viking Cafe 
Murray Parker 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Kiss Boys’ May Also Relight On 


Bway, But Not 


With ‘The American Way’ adver- 
tised to resume at the Center, N. Y., 
Monday (17) after a lay-off of five 
weeks, it is possible that ‘Kiss the 
Boys Goodbye,’ which also suspended 
because of the slump during the first 
month of the World's Fair, will re- 
light at the Miller. Date of resump- 
tion, however, is not definite, parti- 
cularly in light of poor theatre at- 
tendance ushered in with July. 
Should ‘Kiss’ open again it will not 
be until late in the month or some- 


time in August, dependent on 
whether business generally snaps up- 
ward. 


‘Kiss’ played 35 weeks, but the ex- 
pectation was for a run of over a 
vear. The intimate musical, ‘One 
For The Money,’ which was taken off 
at the Booth and shunted to Chicago, 
was also slated to repeat on Broad- 
way, but is now slated to close this 
week, ‘Mamba’s Daughters,’ a fourth 
possibility to relight this summer, is 
apparently off until a road tour starts 
in the fall. 

Casualties 

Broadway will lose at least one 
attraction this week, when ‘Leave It 
to Me’ suspends at the Imperial 
Saturday (15), when it will have 
completed 36 weeks. It is announced 
to lay off four weeks and dated to 
resume August 14. There was one 
casualty last Saturday, when ‘What 
a Life’ stopped at the Biltmore after 
playing 64 weeks. Show was slated 
off some time ago, but the cast took 
over and operated on minimum sgal- 
aries and percentage. 

Mary Martin 

Mary Martin, who withdrew from 
‘Leave It to Me’ last week because 
of a Hollywood commitment, is ex- 
pected to be starred by Lawrence 
Schwab in a musical, ‘High Time,’ 
next season. That manager has Miss 
Martin under contract, but loaned 
her to Vinton Freedley for ‘Me’. She 
attracted attention by singing ‘My 
Heart Belongs to Daddy’ and is said 
to have built up a socialite follow- 
ing, heightened by night club appear- 
ng at the Rainbow Room, Radio 

Schwab returned to New York 
from Miami last week. He purchased 
an apartment house at the resort, 
correcting the report that he is build- 
ing a hotel there. 


LTC’s 1-Niters 
Look to Route 
Of 30 Weeks 


Bookings of the Legitimate Thea- 
e Corp., which will troupe four 
attractions in one-night presenta- 
tions starting in October, indicate 
the new outfit will have a seascn up- 
ward of 30 weeks. To date 114 
stands are set to get the shows, 
schedule being made up of Eva Le- 
Gallienne in Ibsen dramas, ‘On Bor- 
Towed Time,’ ‘Golden Boy’ and ‘What 
* Life.’ Name players are being ne- 
ae for to play in the latter 
ree shows, Fred Stone being men- 
tioned for ‘Time.’ 
at names would bolster the 
Ookings has been shown by the 
Preference for Miss LeGallienne, she 
ng scheduled for 24 weeks, while 
—_— are contracted for 21 
Mi “a A Michigan picture chain 
did tr oked all four attractions, as 
a e Paramount, Salt Lake, which 
Ports all tickets sold in advance 
+ ge subscription method. Pointed 
on that there is definite road inter- 
fet that” Stage showings, despite the 
“ sent been released. There 
in b = some difficulty encountered 
ooking the play in certain terri- 








Until the Slump Ends 








the screen version of ‘Time’ | 





hs 


Slight Error 


Richard Bennett, who’s been 
noied for years for his burn-up 
Public utterances, last week 
spoke a piece for the Bucks 
County playhouse, New Hope, 
Pa., where he’s handling the ap- 
prentice school. In nearby 
Philly for a radio date, the vet 
actor sounded off to assembled 
scribes about his low opinion of 
the classic dramatists, tossing his 
choicest cabbages in the direc- 
tion of Shakespeare, Shaw and 
O'Neill. One thing is certain, 
he concluded, there’ll be none of 
those old dodoes on the Bucks 





County schedule while he’s 
there. 
What the strawhat manage- 


ment had neglected to inform its 
apprentice - director was that 
Shaw’s ‘The Devil’s Disciple’ and 
O’Neill’s ‘The Emperor Jones’ 
are tentatively scheduled for late 
summer, 

The weather in New Hope 
over the weekend was warm, 
with threatened storms. 


AGENCIES STALL 
ON LEAGUES - 
OFFER 


Charging procrastination by the 
ticket brokers, the managers, through 
the League of New York Theatres, 
sent word to the agency people that 
an answer to its proposal on the 
ticket levy is overdue. Showmen 
offered to drop the ‘tax’ for the dur- 
ation of the summer, provided the 
brokers kicked in with the back 
‘dues.’ Some are reported not hav- 
ing made remittances to the League 
for more than six months. Only a 
few small agencies have put it on 
the line since the league made its 
proffer. There is around $8,000 due 
at the rate of 3% cents per ticket. 

There is $7,800 on hand, the re- 
mainder of the levy collected up to 
the time the agencies starting hold- 
ing out. When the showmen talked 
it over with the agency people, the 
latter wanted to know how the coin 
was to be used if not to check them 
up for possible violations. Suggested 
by one showman that literature pub- 
licizing legit attractions and a map 
of the theatre district with theatre 
locations, could be gotten up for 
distribution among visitors. A 
broker asked whether such matters 
would suggest that tickets be bought 
at the boxoffices. When advised in 
the affirmative, he said: ‘Well, the 
hell with it,’ other ticket people 
voicing the same sentiment. 

Whether collection of the levy can 
be forced at this time is question- 
able. Possible that the brokers will 
hold off until the new season siarts, 
when payment might be forced by 
withholding ticket allotments. 
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TO USE MORE 
TIME NEXT YR 


‘Spot Announcements Over 
| New York Stations Ap- 








‘Little Foxes’ Using WHN, 
WNEW, WQXR at Total 
Cost of Only $200 Weekly 
—Follows the Film Idea 








STRAWHAT ALSO 








An increase in spot radio an- 
|; nouncements for the promotion of 
| Broadway attractions over local sta- 
| tions is indicated for next season. 
| Several managers used that type of 
| advertising on and off throughout 
| last season and several attractions 


|are still buying time currently, 


despite the idea that during the sum- 


|mer patronage mostly comes from 


| visitors rather than residents. 


Spot plugging contracts were re- 
newed for ‘The Little Foxes’, Na- 
tional, N. Y., last week. Attraction 
is using three stations, they being 
WHN, WNEW and WQXR, cost per 
week being around $200. Arrange- 
ments for mention of shows is made 
by ad agencies, who designate the 
programs during which the shows 
are mentioned. Early in the ‘Hell- 
zapoppin’ engagement radio advertis- 
ing was used and spot time has been 
arranged for ‘The Streets of Paris’, 
which recently opened at the Broad- 
hurst, 

Strawhat’s Air Plug 


First summer stock spot to follow 
suit is the Maplewood, in the same 
named town in Jersey. Spot an- 
nouncements were used for the 
starting attraction, “The Women’, 
last week. Show is part of rotary 
stock, moving to Atlantic City this 
week and then to Brighton Beach. 
House is announced to have tied up 
for a commercial series for subse- 
quent shows, other houses on the 
‘circuit’ being expected to follow 
suit. ‘ 

In the picture field, radio has been 
used for ‘Goodbye, Mr. Chips’, cur- 
rently at the Astor. Paramount 
theatres in New York and Newark 
are also users of spot time, although 
radio has long been used for picture 
house promotion, Capitol, N. Y., once 
topping in that type of promotion. 
The Capitol Family (CBS) is still 


the longest running institutional 
plug, and Radio City Music Hall 


(NBC), aiso on Sunday, has been 
so regularly grooved for years, 

First instance of radio useage for 
legit is said to have been used for 
‘Wildfire’, presented at the Casino, 
N. Y. ‘(now razed), in 1923. Show 
started mildly, but radio was credit- 
ed with helping it to a fairly suc- 
cessful engagement. 

It was recently proposed to man- 
agers that shows be televised next 
season, but there have been no 
definite arrangements made. If per- 
formances are so given, casts must 





Theatre Foundation 
Active on Coast To | 
Give Life to Legit 


Los Angeles, July 11. 





American Theatre Foundation was 


organized here to stimulate 


legit 


production on the Coast and give | 
| strong put over a nice publicity deal 


work to hundreds of actors and stage 
technicians. Headed by Arthur J. 
Beckhard, it is a non-profit organ- 
ization, geared to present 10 first 
rate plays a year. Membership fee 
is $10. 

First play offered by Foundation 
is ‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ the Helen 
Hayes starrer which opened last 


tory because of a ban on kid actors,| week in Santa Barbara. Piece comes 


Particularly 
some New England stands, 


in Pennsylvania and /| 
} San Francisco. 


to Los Angeles after two weeks in 


| tieup with a 


be paid extra according to Equity’s 
radio regulations but the visio show- 
ings would be gratis to managers. 
Spot announcements do not require 
extra pay to actors, since there is no 
participation by them. 





Free Plugs in Conn. 
Clinton, Conn., July 11. 
Jackson Halliday and Ned Arm- 


for their Clinton strawhat. It’s a 
New Haven radio sta- 
for a Tuesday, 1-1:30 period, 
instead of the usual _ studio 


tion 
but 


| broadcast, program is put on at au- 


ditorium of a 


store. 

In addition to air bally the straw- 
hat geis siandout display ads in dail- 
ies, paid for by merchant co-spon- 


central department 


| soring the idea. 


RAD 





parently Pay Dividends—§ 








| gether. 
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FTP to Wash Up 2 Mos. Earlier 
Than Expected, Bringing Fresh 
Protests; Original Plan Up Again 





Power-Waters’ $30,000 


Suit K.0.’d by Default 





A formal judgment dismissing the 
$30,000 action of Pierce Power- 





| 


While ways and means are being 
sought to extricate WPA’s Federal 
Theatre Project from the desperate 
Situation resultant from the elimi- 
nation of actors and other profes- 
sionals from the relief set-up, it was 
reported over the weekend that 
FTP would terminate July 31 in- 


Waters against Robinson Smith and/| S*¢ad of Sept. 30. This caused fresh 


ty os: : | protests to Washington. When the 
wapeagepine aE Inc., was entered in the | relief bill went to the Pres dent in 
N.Y. federal court Monday (10). The | final form it was provided that rank 
plaintiff on June 9 had sought to| and filers be kept on the payroll for 


carry over the action until 


claiming that he was engaged as the 


company manager for 
Children.’ This was denied by Judge 
John C. Knox. 


When the action was} 9n the 


fall, | three months beyond the end of the 


fiscal year, June 30, with one month 
allowed local administrators to liqui- 


‘My Dear | date. 


The extension appears to depend 
interpretation of the pro- 


called to trial on June 19 the plain-| vision, which reads that the time 
tiff failed to show up, and Judge! limit ‘may’ be set back for 90 days. 
Vincent L. Leibell dismissed the suit.| From the capital it was intimated 


Power-Waters claimed that from 
November, 1936, to March, 1937, he, 
at the request of the defendants, se- 
cured Maurice Evans to play Rich- 
ard II, secured part of the finances, 
the St. James theatre in N.Y. and 
the costumes... The play made a profit 
of $300,000, he claims, and 10%, or 
$30,000, was asked. 


YOUNG PLAYERS 
FORM PROD. 
COMPANY 


New legit producing outfit, The 
Company, has been formed by a 
group of younger players, and is plan- 
ning three plays for the coming 
season. One show is set, with two 
others tentatively lined up. Most 
of the $50,000 production coin has 
been raised and rehearsals for the 
first presentation are scheduled to 
begin about mid-September. 


Associated in the venture are Will 
Dean, nominal producer: Mary Bur- 
gess, Don De Fore and Izetta Jewel, 


Jr.. members of the board; Rita 
Glover, set and lighting designer; 
Edmund Glover, her assistant, and 
Anatole Winogradoff, stager. First 
production will be ‘Low Hangs the 
Moon’ (formerly ‘Ohio Doom’) by 
Harold Igo and described as a drama 
about the fight of midwestern farm- 
ers against the machine age. 

Group isn’t ready to reveal the 
second play as yet, because another 
management is also angling for the 
script. However, if The Company 
obtains it, a foreign star is said to be 
slated for the lead. Third play of 
the schedule might be a comedy by 
William Bowers, autho- o* last sea- 
son’s ‘Where Do We Go from Here?’ 
Author is on the Coast on a film 








that the ruling is up to national ad- 
ministrator Col. Francis Harrington. 
One telegraphic message sent him 
by the Federation of Arts Unions 
was to the effect that there was no 
justification in reducing the limit 
to less than 30 days, also that such 
curtailment opposes the sentiment of 
Congress. New protests were also 
addressed to the White House. 

WPA Strike May Help 


FTP people still have representa- 
| tion in Washington and it is hoped 
that fresh legislation would be in- 
troduced this week to resiore the 
theatre project. While those striv- 
ing for such measures are not op- 
timistic, it is figurea that the situa- 
tion created in sabor ranks by 
eliminating the prevailing wage, 
causing WPA workmen to sirike, 
might prove an opportunity for 
FTP to be reconsidered if the legis- 
lators amend the relief measure in 
the wage fight, participated in both 








by the American Federation of La- 
bor and the Congress of Indusirial 
Organizations, 

In the meantime, work of truck- 
ing settings, props, costumes and 


Brutal B’way Biz 
May Nix July 4 
Nights in Future 


Dismal attendance at Broadway 
legit shows last Tuesday night (4) 
has once more raised the question of 
dropping the July 4 evening per- 
formance entirely in the future. 
Matinee business on the holiday is 
normally good, although it was 
somewhat under expectations this 
season, but receipts for the night 
performance are almost always bru- 
tal, unless an extraordinary set of 
favorable circumstances occur. 

With attendance unusually low 
this season certain of the manage- 











assignment, but has his legit play | ments indicate they will probably 
outlined and needs only a few weeks | drop the July 4 evening show next 
more writing on it. Another play of; year, possibly adding an extra mati- 
his ‘Back to Eden,’ a drama of the| nee or maybe playing only seven 
Zionist movement, vill not be done| performances that week. Other of- 


by The Company. 

Cast of ‘Low Hangs the Moon’ will 
probably include Dean, De Fore 
Glover and Miss Burgess, with other 
players still to be selected. All 
but Miss Burgess were associated 


| 
| 


with ‘Where Do We Go from Here?’ | 


They first did it on the Coast and 
then all brought it to New York to- 
When it closed, most of the 


| 


| group remained in New York, but) 
| Bowers took a scripting commitment | of the local residents who this year 
| in Hollywood to try and help carry went away for long weekends. will 


the others over until fall. 


fices say they will wait to see how 
matters look next year. All express 
dissatisfaction at this year’s result. 

Fact that the holiday came so close 
to the weekend was figured to have 
hurt attendance this year. For that 
reason, some of the managements are 
inclined to wait until next season be- 
fore making any decision about re- 
taining the July 4 night show then, 
as the holiday falls on a Wednesday 
in 1940. In that case, it’s felt, many 


He may | remain in town. On the other hand, 


| come east when he finishes his com-| if the holiday doesn’t bring about a 
_ edy, but is virtually certain to come | lengthy weekend next year, it’s ex- 


| in the fall. 


| expects to get. 


igo is also working on a| pected there may be fewer out-of- 
new comedy, which The Company towners 


visiting New York for 


| July 4. 
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Pioneer Strawhat in Bucks County | 
Opens New Coin Vistas for Natives 


; 





By HOBE MORRISON 


New Hope, Pa., July 11. 

With the opening of the Bucks 
County playhouse last week, this 
rey dary aera saan pa | winding stairway beside the unused | 
Crawling lines of cars fill its tree- | Delaware canal, to 50c. at the yellow | 
arched streets each night, while the | Plaster hotel in Lambervville, across | 
staid natives stare curiously at the | the clanking iron bridge over the | 
brightly-clad playgoers swarming | Delaware river. The beer stubes are | 
into the reconditioned old mill on | crowded before and after the the- | 


—————— 


the river’s edge. Tearooms, inns and | 
Ye Olde Gifte Shoppes are spring- | 
ing up like acrobats, while prices 
have already risen about a third and 
are still soaring. 

Southeastern Pennsylvania never 
had a first-class professional straw- 
hat before, so the neighboring big- 
wigs are joined by a solid stream of 
Philadelphia motorists and weekend- 
ing New York artists and writers, all 
jamming the ancient stone structure 
to its 300-seat limit. The playhouse 
opened July 1 with Edward Everett 
Horton, Julie Haydon and Haila 
Stoddard in ‘Springtime for Henry,’ 
and for the eight performances end- 
ing last Saturday night (8) it grossed 
a capacity $3,000. 

Not that it was all smooth going. 
The premiere was nearly two hours 
late, while workmen struggled to get 
the stage in shape for the perform- 
ance and the waiting audience mut- 
tered impatiently outside. When the 
first curtain finally rose the per- 
formance itself was painfully ragged, 
for the cast obviously hadn’t had 
enough rehearsal. But the reviewers 
generously wrote color stories of the 
delayed premiere instead of panning 
the show, and curiosity kept the 
crowds coming until the perform- 
ance had been smoothed out. 

Playhouse Attractive 

Late-week playgoers thought the 
$30,000 playhouse itself one of the 
most attractive and best-equipped 
strawhats in the country, and that 
by summer theatre standards the 


i 


atre, but hard likker is almost un- | 
procurable. Only a few places have | 
it, and they aren’t readily accessible | 
for theatregoers. That’s a wrinkle | 
New Hope tavernkeepers will prob- | 
ably learn quickly. 





Coach House Award 
| 
Baker prize of $250 for the best! 
comedy submitted to the Coach 
House theatre, Oconomowoc, Wis., | 
has been awarded to Eleanor Chil- | 
ton (Agar) and Herbert Agar for} 
their ‘Ducks and Drakes,’ which will | 
be tested at the strawhat the week 
of July 25. They have previously 
collaborated on several novels, in 
addition to which Mr. Agar, who is 
on the staff of the Louisville 
Courier-Journal, won the 1934 Pulit- 
zer prize in history for his “The Peo- 
ple’s Choice.’ 
3 Provineetown Tryouts 
Provincetown, Mass., July 11. 

Wharf theatre has three tryouts on 
its list: ‘Both Sides Buttered,’ by Al- 
vid Kerr, with Frances Starr top- 
billed, July 24; ‘Lillith,’ by Arndt 
| Giusti, with Leonore Ulric fea ured, 
Aug. 7; and ‘Provincetown Follies,’ a 
musical, Aug. 14. 

Robert Foulk has succeeded Neil 
McFee Skinner as director of Wharf 
Players. 





Col. Experiment Opening 
Columbus, O., July 11. 





performance was distinctly credit- 
able. Horton was agreed to have 
given a satisfying and legitimate, if 
hardy brilliant, portrayal of the title 
character, and his unaffected friend- 
liness was a pleasant surprise to 
these remote people who had never 
before met a real, live Hollywood 
actor across rural footlights. Miss 
Haydon seemed puzzled by comedy 
playing and Miss Stoddard appeared 
somewhat lacking in poise, but the 
audiences were not inclined to be 
critical. 

Although the audiences may not 
have sensed it, one vital problem re- 
mains to be solved. That is, whether 
the playhouse, with a possible gross 
of only about $2,600 for a normal 
seven-performance week, can oper- 
ate at a profit over a fuil season. 
Such a low capacity means the house 
can’t pile up a hefty surplus on its 
lush weeks, so one bad week is like- 
ly to wipe out the profits of a whole 
summer. 

Of course, like nearly all ranking 
strawhats, the Bucks County play- 
house has its bread-and-butter ac- 
cessory, the apprentice school di- 
rected by Richard Bennett and Faire 
Binney, the latter a former Philadel- 
phian and musical comedy lad. Not 
only do the aspiring studes pay for 
their emoting instructions, but 
they’re the coolie labor-of-ail-odd- 
jobs during production and per- 
formances. If they’re lucky, they 
may get occasional walk-ons; in the 
meantime they pay—and yearn. 

Plenty Financing 

The playhouse, however, is heav- 
ily budgeted with coin advanced by 
stockholders of the community. 
Among the bigwigs who have hide- 
aways in the vicinity an' many of 
whom attended the opening are 
George S. and Beatrice Kaufman, 
Moss Hart, Dorothy Parker and Alan 
Campbell, Pearl Buck, Jack Kirk- 
land, Kenyon Nicholson, Charles 
Robinson and a number of wealthy 
Philadelphians. Another advanta- 
geous factor is that most of the 
strawhat personnel is on a sliding 
scale arrangement, making possible 
a minimum of salary expense. St. 
John Terrell is manacer, while the 
others in addition to Bennett and 
Miss Binney, include Elizabeth 
North, business manager; Mordecai 
Gorelik, scene designer; Horace 
Armistead, his assistant; William 
Schooler, technician; Dennis Gur- 
ney, stage manager; Sol Jacobson, 
p.a., and Julia Dorn, casting director. 


The Columbus Summer Theatre, to 
| be conducted during July and Au- 





gust on an experimental basis prior 
to possible permanent stock this fall, 
is set to open. 

Albert-Charles Houghton, member 
of WOSU staff and former Broad- 
way actor, director and author, will 
direct the company. Serving as pro- 
ducer will be W. H. Yeisley, artist 
and muralist. 

Pop prices will prevail, with 65c. 
top. ‘Dangerous Corner,’ by J. B. 
Priestley, will be initial play, open- 
ing Thursday (13) for two days. Also 
scheduled are ‘Richard II,’ ‘The Ani- 
mal Kingdom’ and ‘Moor Born.’ 
Group is using the Little Theatre of 
the Columbus Gallery of Fine Arts. 





Rustic Tidings 

Newport (R.I.) Casino theatre 
schedule includes two tryouts, Rob- 
ert Wallsten’s ‘Marriage Royal,’ with 
Lucille Watson, Aug. 22, and Patrick 
Hamilton’s ‘Gas Light,’ with A. E. 
Matthews and George Coulouris, 
Aug. 29 . . . Litchfield Hills theatre, 
Litchfield, Conn., is offering a series 
of Sunday night concerts, with art- 
ists to include Constantine Yolas, 
Sabanieeva, Ann Brown, Todd Dun- 
;can, Ted Shawn and performers 
| from the Ruban Bleu, N.Y... . ZaSu 
Pitts will star in a serious dramatic 
part in an untitled tryout at the 
Stony Creek (Conn.) playhouse the 
last week of August. 

Izetta Jewel, Jr.. daughter and 
namesake of Otis Skinner’s leading 
lady some years ago, is starring this 
summer with the Cross Roads thea- 
, tre, Bailey’s Cross Roads, Va... . 
Maryverne Jones, managing-director 
(of the Starlight theatre, Pawling, 
| N.Y., underwent an operation in 

Danbury (Conn.) hospital last week. 
' Her children, Isobel, Teddy and Star 
| West came from the Coast to op- 

erate the theatre during her ab- 
| sence ... Harry Wagstaff Gribble is 

directing at the Country playhouse, 

Westport, Conn., this summer .. . 

Harold Freedman, of the Brandt & 

Brandt play agency, is making a 
!1ound of the strawhats, his first in 
| several seasons. 


| 











Little Theatre Guide 


Albert McCleery and Carl Glick 
| have compiled histories of most of 
| the substantial little theatres of the 
country into ‘Curtains Going Up,’ 
| just published by Pitman. 

| In addition to the histories—which 








Robert Milton directed the first two are of civic and community groups 
productions and other stagers will with few strawhats mentioned—the 
be imported for subsequent shows. | 400-page book contains several ap- 

Meanwhile, New Hope is rapidly | pendices dealing with contracts, or- 
learning how to take care of (and ganization, personnel, cast selections 








PLAQUE TO BOB HAGUE 
IN NEW YORK CHURCH 


A plaque in memory of the late 











—_ 


Plenty of Names in Cowbarns 


Alhough there are fewer summer stocks in the sticks than last year, 


Wednesday, July 12, 1939 








Robert L. Hague, who died last; there is a marked jump in the number of stars and featured pl 
March, was placed in a niche at New players 


| York’s Little Church Around the 
Besides the new inns flinging open Corner (Friday (7), at which time a 
their doors, the old ones are gleam- | special ceremony attended by mem- 
ing with new paint, Dinners range|bers of the Lambs club was held. 
from $1.25 at the quaint Tow Path | Under the name of the club’s bene- 


appearing in the eastern strawhat belt. Count to date shows that 25 
names are under contract for such appearances, about doubling last 
summer’s representation. Approximately 50% are from Hollywood. 
Contracts for name people generally call for 10% of the gross with a 
guarantee, although the highest participation is 20%. Guarantees range 





House a the bottom of a narrow, | factor, who was wed to Mary setae) 


the bronze lettering reads: 

‘He built a monument of 
the hearts of all who knew him.’ The 
line was devised by William Gaxton, 


who donated the plaque, and Robert | 


L. Newman, closest intimates of the 


late Standard Oil of N. J. official. | 


Among those also present at the 


deuication were James J. Walker and 
Betty Compton (Mrs. Walker), Made- 


line Cameron (Mrs. Gaxton), Cuth- 
bert Hague, A. O. Brown, 
Belcher, Victor Moore, Earl Benham, 


‘Percy Moore, Raymond Peck and} 
Plaque is next to! 


William Rapp. 


The Marjorie Montgomery Ward | that dedicated to Amelia Summer- | 


ville, who died in 1934. 





Boris Thomashefsky, 
Yiddish Legit Vet, 


Dies at 71 in N. ¥, 





Boris Thomashefsky, for almost a 
half century the leading player and 
personality in the Yiddish theatre, 
which he introduced to America, 
died Sunday (9) in New York of a 
heart attack suffered the previous 
evening. He was 71. Death of his 
brother two weeks ago was a con- 
tributing factor to his own death: 


Not only an actor, Thomashefsky 
also wrote several hundred plays, 
was a producer, operated theatres, 
introduced many later well-known 
players: to this country 
Yiddish theatre to Broadway. That 
last venture, incidentally, in 1923, 
was the beginning of his financial 
undoing, and at the time of his 
death, he was working with his sec- 
ond wife, Regina Zuckerburg, in the 
floor show of a cabaret beneath the 
Second ave. elevaced on the East 
side. He filed a petition in bank- 
ruptcy last year, stating he had no 
assets except copyrights on old plays 
with which to pay his $9,965 debts. 


Native of Kiev, Russia, Thomashef- 
sky came to New York at the age of 
13 and sang as soprano soloist in a 
synagogue, Three generations of his 
family had been cantors. He later 
organized the Yiddish theatre and 
for two seasons his troupe played at 
the Bowery Garden theatre, an old 
burlesque house, where the Yiddish 
production was sandwiched between 
two burlesque shows. After being 
out of the theatre for a short period, 
he started anew, introducing Yid- 
dish plays to Chicago in an engage- 
ment with Mrs. Sarah Haimowitz, 
later the wife of Jacob P. Adler. 


Returning to New York, he organ- 
ized further Yiddish theatrical 
projects, introducing to America 
Bertha Kalich, Rudolph and Joseph 
Schildkraut, Jacob Ben-Ami, Mid- 
veloff, Abraham Goldfaben and Mel- 
lam Goodman. Also Miss Zucker- 
burg, whom he later married, and 
who was at his bedside when he 
died. Others to whom he gave jobs 
early in their careers were Morris 
Gest, Belle Baker and Sophie 
Tucker. Becoming more and more 
prosperous, he built the National 
theatre on the East side, playing 
Shakespeare in Yiddish with Adler. 


Thomashefsky took several shots 
at Broadway, each time unsuccess- 
fully. First was a Yiddish farce- 
operetta, ‘Three Little Business 
Men,’ at the 44th Street theatre. In 
an attempt to recoup the losses, he 
brought the Vilna troupe from Rus- 
sia in 1924, but that also failed. In 
1931, Arch Selwyn persuaded him to 
try Broadway agaiu in his debut as 
an English-speaking actor. He ap- 
peared at the Selwyn that year in a 
musical comedy, ‘The Singing Rabbi,’ 
of which Variety said: ‘As Broad- 
way fare, the play is hardly even 
worth discussing. It’s a dud in every 
department.’ It closed in a week. 


In 1933, Thomashefsky opened the | 
International Music Hall in the 
Bronx, hoping to take the Yiddish 
theatre out of the East side, but that 
also failed. He had been working 
in cabarets since, but took a final 
shot at the legit footlights just two 
weeks ago in a revival of his most 
famous comedy, ‘The Green Million- 
aire,’ at Coney Island. 

Thomashefsky’s funeral service yes- 
terday (Tuesday) was marked by 
the same flair and flash of which the 
actor was so fond in life, particu- 


r } 
love in 


from $200 weekly to $1,000. Some guest stars have already contracted 
for as many as 10 weeks, generally appearing in the same play. One 
day’s rehearsal with each successive company is usual. 











Fred | 


and thej 


Principal Strawhat Bills 





THIS 


| ‘Soringtime for Henry’ (Edward 
house, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 


; Cae, BF. 


WEEK 


‘Susquehanna 7’ (new)—Barter theatre, Abingdon, Va. (opens July 13), 


Everett Horton)—Westchester play- 


‘Romance’ (Cornelia Otis Skinner)—Mohawk Drama festival, Schenec- 


‘Tovarich’ (Elissa Landi)—Chapel playhouse Guilford, Conn. 


‘Biography’ (Madge Evans)—Ivoryton (Conn.) playhouse. 
‘Here Today’ (Ruth Gordon, Helen Brooks)—Country playhouse, West- 


port, Conn. 
‘Private Lives’ (Eva Le Gallienne, 
| Community playhouse. 


Rex O’Malley)—Spring Lake (N. J.), 


*‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barrymore)—Cape playhouse, Dennis, Mass. 


‘French 
| Mass. 
‘Spring Meeting’ (Gladys Cooper, 
| ers, Marblehead, Mass. 

| ‘Anna Christie’ 
Mass. 


Me. 


Skowhegan, Me. 


Matunuck, R, I. 
Valley, L. I. 
July 18). 
‘Not for Children’ (new) (Ellen 
theatre (opens July 18). 
(opens July 18). 
tady, N. Y. 


‘Seventh Heaven’ 
Guilford, Conn, 


(Glenda Farrell)—Berkshire playhouse, 


‘Susan and God’ (Karen Morley)—Olney (Md.) playhouse. 
‘Michael and Mary’ (Donald Woods-Jane Wyatt)—Elitch, Denver. 


‘Hero Come Home’ (new)—Coach House theatre, Oconomowoc, 


Without Tears’ (Mary Brian)—Bass Rocks theatre, Gloucester, 


Philip Merivale)—North Shore play- 


Stockbridge, 


‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ (Helen Claire)—Deertrees theatre, Harrison, 


‘End of Summer’ (Frances Starr)—Garrick players, Kennebunkport, Me. 
‘Family Portrait’ (Jessamine Newcombe, Fay Wray)—Lakewood theatre, 


. 





NEXT WEEK 
‘You Can’t Eat Goldfish’ (new) (Ruth Chatterton)—Theatre-by-the-Sea, 


‘Rue With a Difference’ (new) (Ilka Chase)—Red Barn theatre, Locust 


‘Satan’s in the Pantry’ (new)—Farragut players, Rye Beach, N. H. (opens 


Schwanneke)—Stony Creek (Conn.) 


Wis. 


‘Our Town’ (Eddie Dowling)—Westchester playhouse, Mt. Kisco, N. Y. 
‘Taming of the Shrew’ (Jean Muir)—Mohawk Drama festival, Schenec- 


(Charles Farrell, Louise Platt)—Chapel playhouse, 


‘The Cirele’ (Florence Reed, Helen Brooks)—Country playhouse, West- 


port, Conn, 


Dennis, Mass. 
Mass. 


Mass. 


rison, Me. 


‘Our Town’ (Thornton Wilder)—South Shore players, Cohasset, Mass. 
‘Spring Meeting’ (Gladys Cooper, Philip Merivale)—-Cape playhouse, 


‘Ne More Ladies’ (Helen Twelvetrees)—Lake Whalom theatre, Fitchburg, 
‘Pride and Prejudice’ (Edith Barrett)—North Shore players, Marblehead, 


‘Easy Virtue’ (Jane Cowl)—Berkshire playhouse, Stockbridge Mass. 
‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward Everett Horton—Deertrees theatre, Har- 


‘End of Summer’ (Frances Starr)—Ogunquit (Me.) playhouse. 
‘Tonight or Never’ (Kitty Carlisle)—Olney (Md.) playhouse. 
‘Payment Deferred’ (Donald Woods-Jane Wyatt)—Elitch, Denver. 





sands of professional friends 
mingled with pushcart peddlers and 
merchants in a constant procession 
before the bier at the Gramercy 
Park Memorial Chapel. It remained 
open until 3 a.m, yesterday. 

Charles Cohan, executive secre- 
tary of the Hebrew Actors Union 
and the Yiddish Theatre Alliance, 
served as master of ceremonies at 
the funeral. Speakers included 
Abraham Cahan, editor of the Jew- 
ish Daily Forward; Reuben Guskin, 
manager of the HAU; William Ed- 
lin, editor of the Jewish Day; Wil- 
liam D. Weinberger, of the Jewish 
Theatrical Guild, and Sophie 
Tucker. 

A police escort preceded the cor- 
tege on a tour of the East Side 
which included stops at three Yid- 
dish theatres. A prayer was chanted 
at each. Burial took place at Mount 
Hebron cemetery. 

Surviving are his first wife, Bes- 
sie, from whom he had been sepa- 
rated for more than 20 years; his 
second wife; a son, Harry, who had 
been his father’s manager for many 
years, and another son, Theodore 
Thomas, script writer for Warner 
Bros. in Hollywood. Paul Muni was 
a nephew and, at one time, Thomas- 
efsky counted 46 relatives in’ the 
theatre. 





ELIZABETH NORTH HURT 


New Hope, Pa., July 11. 
Elizabeth North, biz manager of 
the Bucks County playhouse here, 

broke her leg last week in a fall. 
Sam Schwartz, another member of 
the Theatrical Managers, Agents and 
Treasurers’ union, who was a guest 
at Moss Hart’s farm nearby, was 
pressed into service to fill in for 








take) its nightly horde of visitors. | and tournament rules. 


larly in his brighter days. Thou- 


Miss North. 


Coburn Wants Shubert’s 
Commish Suit Dismissed 


Charles D, Coburn will ask the 
N.Y. supreme court Monday (17) to 
dismiss a $3,000 action against him 
by Jacob J. Shubert as an officer 
and director of Duoco Corp., for 
failure to prosecute. Action was filed 
Nov. 26, 1934, and claimed that 
Duoco Corp. in 1924 obtained a 50% 
interest in the film rights to “The 
Farmer’s Wife,’ as well as complete 
stage production rights. 


Coburn was hired to sell the film 
rights, which he did in May, 1937, 
receiving £674 ($3,370). He is ac- 
cused of having kept every cent for 
himself. 


Strawhat Actors’ Perils 


Lynchburg, July 11. 

George Grimes, member of the 
Barter Theatre strawhat cast at 
Abingdon, Va., is recovering in @ 
hospital there from snakebite. 

Grimes, an Iowan, was wandering 
in the woods near the theatre when 
he saw what he thought was a pe- 
culiarly formed rock. When he picked 
it up, it turned out to be a coiled 
snake which proceeded to bury fangs 
in his forearm. 











Eugene Ormandy, conductor of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, has recov- 
ered sufficiently from a shoulder 
operation three weeks ago to leave 
the hospital in Philly for a summer 
in Maine. Mr. and Mrs. Ormandy 
will occupy the former home 0: 





Josef Hofmann in Camden, Me. 
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FTP Wash-Up 








(Continued from page 47) 


electrical equipme.t from theatres 
and workshops to federal ware- 
nouses was started early this week. 
By the end of the sanonth the thea- 
ire end of the white collar projects 
will be out unless Congress re- 
lents. That means that George 
Kondolf, production director, and 
his staff in New York will wind up, 
along with similar departments in 
other points throughout the coun- 
try. Paul Edwarus, administrator 
in N. Y. will, however, continue, 
probably with a curtailed staff, since 
he also has supervision over the 
arts projects. Latter may continue 
after Oct. 1, but apparently only if 
partially supported by city or state 
funds. How that may be accom- 
plished has not yet been worked 
out. 
Olid Plan Up Again 

Hallie Flanagan, national FTP 
director, and her staff who will au- 
tomatically be through July 31, was 
in New York last week to confer 
with show people on a possible so- 
jJution to the situation. Restoration 
of original plans proposed but dis- 
carded when the government started 
participation in theatre relief may 
be attempted. It was then sug- 
gested that instead of establishing 
production centers, that it would be 
more practical and effective to book 
the federal attractions on the road, 
with charity organization tie-ups. 

FTP, under the set-up proposed, 
would deliver the cumpany and pro- 
duction, the local organizations to 
handle promotion and sale of tick- 
ets. Plan is an answer to critics 
who say that FTP was not produc- 
tive. It would raise funds for char- 
ity or local reliet. Organizations 
would be required to pay rent of 
the theatre or hall, cost of truck- 
ing and incidentals. Government 
would pay salaries and transporta- 
tion and it was figured that such 
expenditures would be considerably 
less than under FTP. Railroad fares 
constituted the handicap that pre- 
vented any extensive touring of 
WPA shows, but stated that when the 
plan was originally set forth ,the 
lines had agreed tc charity rates. 

Another solution, if the relief 
theatre is to be cuntinued in some 
form, is to re-establish it along the 
lines used originally, under partial 
sponsorship of the Civil Works 
Project. At that time there was no 
doubt that only professionals were 
engaged. Those in charge were ac- 
quainted with the stage background 
of applicants and no phoneys could 
slip in. Claimed that only when 
the Government took over did com- 
plaints arise that people were get- 
ting jobs on the project without the 
qualifications they should have. 
Under such a plan all activities out- 
side the professional theatre, such 
as community drama, coaching of 
amateurs in schools and the like 
would be done away with. 


New Bills Planned 


Monday (10) word from Washing- 
ton was to the effect that it is 
planned to introduce bills in both 
houses designed to restore FTP. 
Such moves will accompany meas- 
ures framed in response to protests 
from labor bodies over the relief bill 
establishing 130 hours monthly as 
the work schedule. Expected, too, 
that some results will be had when 
the heads of all international unions 
affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor huddle at the cap- 
ital over the relief regulations. 

Intention of re-assigning people 
from FTP to other relief projects is 
indicated by Col. Harrington and in- 
cluded in his order stopping the en- 
tire theatre July 31. It reads: 

‘t appears inadvisable to continue 
relief employes in pay status on a 
Project where there is no longer any 
technical or administrative super- 
vision. When it appears that work 
incidental to the closing of the The- 
atre Project cannot be concluded by 
July 31, such work will be carried 
on by personnel from the Theatre 
Project, who will be transferred to 
other units of Federal Project No. 1, 
and wherever work can be found to 
Which the skill of these people is 


adapted, such employment will be 
given.’ 





_ Coast Vandalism 
San Diego, July. 
Police are searching for vandals 
who broke into the Savoy, squirted 
fire extinguishers on switchboards, 
Slashed scenery, threw cans of paint 
the paint bridge to the stage 


and scentneed contents of costume 
nks, 





House has been dark since Federal 


Theatre closed, although local direc- 
tor Charles King doggedly holds 
company to daily rehearsals, claim- 
ing that he hasn’t been officially no- 
tified that there isn’t an, Federal 
Theatre any more. 





1,100 Out in L. A. 
Hollywood, July 1). 
Discontinuance of the 
Theatre Project became 
here yesterday (Monday), with about 
1,100 workers dropped from the pay- 
roll. 


the month and was awaiting word 
from Washington on the present 
status of members as regards home 
relief or shifting to other projects. 

FTP’s ‘Mikado in Swing,’ which 
was to open last night at Ll Capitan 
as a commercial venture under the 
sponsorship of Leftwich, was forced 
to postpone its debut. FTP head- 
quarters in Washington refused to 
give permission for its use. 


Beck's Sec Gets 
2 to 4 Years: 
Judge Lenient 


Commenting on her offense as a 
‘large larcency,’ Judge Charles C. 
Nott in general sessions court, New 
York, Monday (10) was lenient in 
sentencing Lillian Saxon Schrein, 
former secretary to Martin Beck and 
manager of the Broadway theatre 
named for him, to a term of two to 
four years in the women’s reforma- 
tory, Bedford Hills, N. Y. For in- 
determinate sentences the parole 
board usually determines the actual 
term to be served. If the lesser pe- 
riod is ruled, it is possible that 
Beck’s niece by marriage will be 
freed in 16 months, with deductions 
for good behavior. 


Court could have meted out a 
sentence of from five to 15 years on 
each count. Suspended sentence was 
made on a count of forgery and an- 
other for grand larceny. Punishment 
was imposed for pilfering $4,000, but 
the probation report shows that ac- 
countants had uncovered embezzle- 
ments amounting to $409,000 between 
1934 and 1938. Thefts prior to that 
time indicated Mrs. Schrein had got- 
ten away with $500,000 in all, as 
Beck originally estimated. When ex- 
amined by the probation officer she 
had admitted losing $190,000 on the 
horses within three years. 


Beck, in his statements te the pro- 
bation officer, declared that she had 
married his nephew with a mercen- 
ary motive. He denied intimacies 
with her and expressed the opinion 
that she hoped he would die so that 
the thefts would not be discovered. 
Her attorney charged that the 71- 
year-old showman ‘took from her 
and took from her children, yet he 
walks around unharmed.’ However, 
the probation report shows that she 
lived a luxurious life, squandered 
money on finery, on beauticians, had 
two automobiles, three servants and 
a governess. Report also indicates 
that her’s was a marriage of con- 
venience, and that she is not sure 
who the father of her last two chil- 
dren is. There are three children, 
eldest being nine and the youngest 
two. 

That there will be repercussions to 
the case seems certain, since there 
are tax matters to be cleared up. 
Understood that the money taken by 
the woman, known on Broadway as 
Lillian Saxon, included $70,000 in ad- 
missions taxes, Government being 
slated to collect that sum from Beck, 
who is responsible. Early in the 
case Mrs. Schrein is reputed to have 
said she gave $20,000 to a tax agent. 
Whether that was partial payment to 
the Government was not clear. 

According to the district attorney's 
office, Beck lost around $300,000, the 
National City Bank $100,000, the bal- 
ance being due the tax collector. It 
is generally understood that because 
of the forgery conviction Beck may 
obtain recovery from the bank and 
reports are that a partial settlement 
has been made. 











‘Heaven Can Wait, fantasy by 
Harry Segall, has been acquired for 
fall production by Irving L. Jacobs, 
newcomer to Broadway producing 
ranks from the Coast. Century Play 
Co. set the deal. 





Federal | 
effective | 


: State Director Alexander Left- | 
wich said he had orders to liquidate | 
the project completely by the end of | 


Slight Difference 


St. Louis, July 11. 

Beefs by members of the cast of 
the Civic Theatre, local strawhatter, 
resulted in a packing company 
changing the copy of its ad, which 
is spotted on the page opposite the 
cast listing in the theatre’s program. 
The original ad read: ‘We serve ham | 
here.’ | 





The copy currently reads: ‘We 
‘serve ham—at the refreshment 





| stand.’ | 
| 


New Scripts 





Gray Gerdon, the orchestra lead- 
er, has collaborated with Artie Pine, | 
his manager, on ‘Golden Glory,’ | 
which they describe as a comedy | 
with music. It is Gordon's first | 
playwrighting effort, although he has | 
composed a number of songs. 

Paula Geuld has completed ‘Next 
te Closing,’ a drama about a femi- 
nine vaudeville headliner from 17 
to 65. The author was formerly 
press agent for Sophie Tucker. 

Stanley Richards, radio scripter, | 





| has written his first play, ‘Quantity | 
| Beach,’ dealing with life in a Coney | 
| Island boarding house. He is cur- | 
rently doing ‘Curtain Time,’ the 
| legit-promotional program over | 
| WEVD, New York. Was formerly a | 
member of the Playwrights Co. press 
Staff. 

| Babetie Feist has translated an old 
, Viennese drama dealing with Em- 
|press Maria Teresa. She’s now 
| brushing it up with Jane Cowl in 
‘aa for the lead. 








Pasadena Gets Back 
| Its “Mission Play’ 


Pasadena, July 11. 
John Steven McGroarty’s historic 
drama, ‘The Mission Play’, comes 
back for a limited engagement at 
the local civic auditorium Sept. 25 
after a lapse of six years. 
Play ran at San Gabriel for 21 
consecutive years until 1933, when 
McGroarty went to Washington as 
a congressman. In 3,169 perform- 
ances it played to more than 2,000,- 
000 persons. Pasadena engagement 
is a preliminary to a revival of the 
show at one of the Southern Cali- 
fornia missions. 








Myron Fagan to Produce 
Stock at Pabst, Milw. 


Milwaukee, July 11. 
Arrangements have been com- 
pleted for the production of at least 
five plays at the Pabst theatre here 
next fall, with Hollywood names in 
leading roles, Margaret Rice, man- 
ager, said last week. 


Plays will be directed by Myron 
Fagan, playwright and producer, 
who said he has signed Elissa Landi, 
Edward Arnold, Lionel Atwill and 
Glenda Farrell for local appear- 
ances. He is negotiating now for 
similar short contracts with Pat 
O’Brien, Myrna Loy, Warren William 
and Margaret Sullavan. 


Shuberts Sue Bolger 


Select Theatres Corp. (Shuberts) 
has filed a N. Y. supreme court ac- 
tion against Ray Bolger, the dancer, 
and his wife, seeking $15,000. 

It is alleged that Bolger illegally 
retained three books containing 286 
dramatic sketches from various Shu- 
bert shows. 








No Geo. Abbott Show on B way 
For First Time in Nearly 4 Years 





vv 


The Payoff 


Philadelphia, July 11. 

Clifford Goldsmith, author of 
‘What a Life,’ went down to 
Abingdon, Va., last week to see 
a performance of his play. 

House turned out to be a 
barter theatre and he returned 
with a large Virginia ham as 
royalty. 


Philly Chestnut 
St. OH. Faces 
The Wreckers 











Philadelphia, July 11. 
The Chestnut Street Opera House, 
one of Philly's oldest legit theatres 
and which has been a unit in the 
local Shubert chain since 1916, has 


been given up by that firm. The U. 
of Pennsylvania, holders of a mort- 
gage on the old house, took title 
June 30. Ne decision has been 
reached by them as to the future of 
the house, but it is believed that the 
building will be demolished, as were 
both the Garrick and Broad within 
the last few years. 

There have been rumors for the 
last three years that the Shuberts 
would give up the Chestnut, espe- 
cially after the firm acquired the 
much newer Locust Street. Latter 
house was given a number of choice 
dramatic bookings last season and 
Chestnut was dark for a good part 
of the year. 

Chestnut has been the recent home 
of the American Theatre Society 
subscription programs, but during 
the last few seasons a number of the | 
ATS offerings have been played in | 
the Forrest and the Locust. 

The Chestnut is 70 years old, it | 
having been opened as Fox’s Amer- | 
ican theatre and having been used 
for its first 10 years as a home of 
vaudeville. George K. Goodwin 
leased it in 1880 and changed its 
name to the Chestnut Street Opera 
House, as ditsinguished between the 
Chestnut Street theatre (long de- 
funct), which was located three 
blocks away. J. Fred Zimmerman, 
Sr., became associated with Good- 
win almost immediately and two 
years later became the lessee him- 
self. Mr. Zimmerman continued the 
management until 1913. During that 
period many of the stage’s most 
famous stars played there. In the 
subsequent period several big road- 
show pix, including Griffith's ‘Intol- 
erance’ and ‘Birth of a Nation,’ were 
shown there. 

Since the Shuberts’ acquisition of 
the Chestnut in 1916, it has been 
rather consistently booked, including 
one ill-fated stretch of Shubert 
vaudeville. The Shubert general 
offices were located in the Chestnut 
for many years, haying been moved 
only a season or two ago to the For- 
rest. 

Sites of the Broad, Adelphi and 
Lyric are now parking lots; that of 
Garrick, partly parking lot and 
partly shops. Keith's is a film house, 
but may also join ranks of deceased 
this fall, 











Todd Pays Off on ‘Mikado’ Claim: 
Doing Brother Act with Billy Rose 





Equity received the full amount 
claimed for distribution to the cast 
and chorus of ‘Hot Mikado,’ which 
is playing the Hall of Music, World’s 
Fair, N. Y. Michael Todd, who pro- 
duced the colored cast show, tend- 
ered his Check Friday (7) for more 
than $1,500. He had agreed to pay off 
according to the scale arranged, after 
Equity sent representatives to the 
Fair, instructed to call out the play- 
ers unless the coin was forthcoming. 

The syncopated Gilbert and Sulli- 
van was reported drawing excellent 
business, yet Todd claimed there was 
an operating deficit of $6,500 the first 
week, That was explained by the 
payment of additional production 








-costs said to have been entailed in 


changing the production to fit the 
Stage at the Fair. Manager con- 
tended that because he limited the 
playing schedule to three perform- 
ances daily, while other concessions 
gave considerably more showings, 
he should not be required to pay 
time and a half on Sundays. Equity 
held him to the original deal of $45 
minimum for chorus and $50 for the 
cast, plus the overtime. 

An arrangement has been made 
whereby the loud speakers at the 
nearby Aquacade plugs ‘Mikado.’ 
Understood that courtesy was ex- 
tended when the two managements 
agreed to stagger the start of per- 
formance so that neither would op- 





With the closing last Saturday 
night (8) of ‘What a Life’ at the 
Mansfield, N.Y., George Abbott is 
without a Broadway presentation 
for the first time since late Novem- 
ber, 1935. During that three-years- 
and-seven-months’ period, the pro- 
ducer has had 11 shows that ran a 
total of 2,815 performances. 

To put it another way, over a 
stretch of 187 weeks, Abbott offer- 
ings played 353 weeks—or main- 
tained an average of two shows on 
the boards over almost the whole 
period. Figured that’s some sort of 
a record for recent years. 

Starting with ‘Boy Meets Giri,’ 
which opened Nov. 27, 1935, and 
ran 669 performances, the Abbott 
list, with number of performances 
for each show, runs as follows: 
‘Sweet River’ (5), ‘Brother Rat’ 
(575), ‘Room Service’ (496), ‘Angel 
Island’ (21), ‘Brown Sugar’ (4), ‘All 
That Glitters’ (69), ‘What a Life’ 
(535), ‘Boys from Syracuse’ (235), 
‘Primrose Path’ (168) and ‘Mrs. 
O’Brien Entertains’ (38). Of that 
list, five were rated as successes, 
‘Boy Meets Girl,’ ‘Brother Rat,’ 
‘Room Service,’ ‘What a Life’ and 
‘Boys from Syracuse.’ First three 
were big-money smashes,’ with 
‘Room Service’ coining the juiciest 
profit. 

Producer-Directer-Auther 

Abbott directed all of the above 
shows and was author of ‘Sweet 
River’ (adapted from ‘Uncle Tom's 
Cabin’) and adapted the book of 
‘Boys from Syracuse’ from ‘Comedy 
of Errors,’ thereby collecting on 
royalties as well as production profit. 
In addition, he was co-author and 
director of ‘Three Men on a Horse,’ 
which Alex Yokel produced. He 
also directed and helped on the book 
of ‘On Your Toes,’ another smash. 

Of the Abbott productions, five 
have been bought by Hollywood, 
with an additional profit for the 
showman, Together with the ap- 
proximate prices paid, they were 
‘Boy Meets Girl’ ($100,000), ‘Brother 
Rat’ ($150,000), ‘Room Service’ 
($255,000), ‘What a Life’ ($50,000) 
and ‘Primrose Path’ (price un- 
known). Abbott also came in for 
his co-author share from the pic- 


ture buys of ‘Three Men on a 
Horse’ ($75,000) and ‘On Your 
Toes’ ($60,000). 


Although ‘What a Life’ was rated 
a boxoffice success, it actually made 
little profit on its long run. Clifford 
Goldsmith comedy opened at the 
Biltmore, N. Y., April 13, 1938, and 
received favorable reviews, but 
never caught on, It had cost only 
about $7,500 to produce, but was 
a long time earning back even that 
modest nut. Grosses wavered 
around an even break, hitting a 
high of about $6,800 for one week. 
It was during that time that the 
film rights were bought by Para- 
mount for $50,000, insuring Abbott 
a profit on the venture. 


When the receipis slumped last 
fall, Abbott decided to close the 
show, but the cast asked him to 
keep it running. He thereupon 
turned the production over to them 
Oct. 10, 1935, guaranteeing any 
losses, but not sharing in any pos- 
sible profits. The actors ran the 
comedy on a co-operative basis, all 
taking minimum salaries anda share 
of the profits. It was during that 
period, the Christmas-New Year 
week, to be exact, that it grossed 
the high of the engagement, ap- 
proximately $10,000 for 12 perform- 
ances, Cast built up a_ reserve 
fund of about $4,000 to carry ‘the 
show over lean weeks, but when the 
recent boxoffice slump occurred, 
that coin was gradually used up, so 
the production was closed. Total 
gross for the entire engagement was 
$346,400, according to VARIETY’s 
weekly boxoffice estimates. 


One of the hypoes that was fig- 
ured to have kept une comedy alive 
was the ‘Life of Henry Aldrich’ 
broadcasts, also written by Gold- 
smith and featuring Ezra Stone in 
the same character he played in 
the stage verson. Sketch preemed 
on the Vallee program, later had e 
lengthy run on the Kate Smith se- 
ries and recently replaced Jack 
Benny for JeYo over the summer. 
It was observed uuring the latter 
months of the shew’s run that a 
large percentage # the attendance 





pose the other. 


was the so-calk™ ‘Yadio audience.’ 
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Hoky ‘Aaron Slick from Punkin Crick’ 
Dualled with Strawhat Barn Dane 


new-found inamorata. Tossed-offer 
warms over an old affair with a big 
South American rancher and it all 
ends with a sugar-coating. To make 
a two-hour play of it the author has 
| dragged in situations and padded 
' dialog, but it’s all very evident that 
,the pure of heart shall have their 
! just desserts. 








North Tarrytown, N. Y., July 5. 
Comedy-irama in three acts, by Beale 
Cormick; presented by Ann Seranne. Di-| 
rected by Leslie O’Pace; at the Rockwood | 
Hall theatre, North Tarrytown, N. J., July! 
5: 


3Y. 





Roee BaOrey .<.ccccccecessscsess Martha Nash 
Wilbur Merridew...........--Anthony Nace 
Sis Riggs... .cccavccccsesee-F OSEY Converse 
Gladys May Merridew......... Ann Tyrrell 
Aaron Slick.. ' eoceeeessJames Farrell | 
Clarence Green... weeeeLsloya Bridges | 
Girl in Red... ° .-Grace McTarnahan | 

Members of the cast and Burt Bowen, | 
Cynthia Gaylord Marjorie North, Mary | 
Alice Burke, Martha Boyer, Suzanne Tur-| 
ner, Dorothy Bridges, Hope North, Beverly 
Nace in Craig and R. H. Anderson ap- 
pearad in an olio of specialties before each 
: | 

This whole business is hoke. The 
play, ‘Aaron Slick from Punkin 


Crick,’ the olios and even the pro- 
gram all jibe to make it so. It, how- 
ever, presents a novel angle in these 
parts in the efforts of the strawhat 
to entertain, and, incidentally, gets 
further away than ever from the} 
original idea of summer stock as a 
practical and inexpensive way of 
testing talent and plays. 

‘Aaron’ is said to have been played 
more than 25,000 times in the mid- 
west in the past few years, almost 


entirely by amateur groups, little 
theatres, dramatic classes and fra- | 
ternal organizations. On one date} 


it was played by 43 casts in 43 dif- 
ferent locations. 

Story is the not unfamiliar one of | 
the country slicker outslicking the 
city slicker, in the present instance 
via a salted oil well. This plan is| 
not fixed, as the program announces | 
that the script is subject to change 
without notice. 

One of these days a hoke show will 


presh.’ 
| ‘Anthony James and Nat Burns, lat-! who is stencilled. | 
ter also having officiated in the pres- ! | 


' fitted, is run on for a laugh, certain | 


They include Sheila Trent, | because most of the auditors know 





ent instance as director. Others | 
prominent in the cast are William | 
Nichols, Roberta Barclay and Vicki | 
Welden. Acting and entire produc- 


Play on Broadway 











tion are strictly routine. Paul. 
{ 
| YOKEL BOY 
BACK COVER | 

; } Musical come in two acts, D da 
Litchfield, C ymn., July 6. } rm, Gaia A Y.. July ;. ry Lew 
Comedy b George Ogle and Randolph Rrown; book, music and rics » Brow! 
Carter, in three acts (four scenes), presented Charlie Tobias and Sam H. Sep lances 
by the Litchfield Hills theatre Directed | staged by Gene Snyder; Buddy 1, Judy 
by Randoph C ‘+r: sets by John Mytrae; | Canova, Dixie Dunbar, P Silvers, Jackle 

at the Playhouse, Litchfield, Conn., July 5, | Heller, Lois January featured; $3.30 top 
39; $1.10 top | Elmer Whipple...... Buddy Ebsen 
Alice Drake.......... Muriel Bedell | JUdY..+-+eeeees Judy Canova 
Butch soccccecce-Lsucinne Lorrimer I any « « 15 SALSA NSE OOS ° at os no 
Trouppen...........++++-Charles Furculowe | spug.e. o.ccsesccccccsescsce Jackig: Helter 
M rge Warren.........-.- .»-Anne Saks | Mary Hawkins.......+.<-+- ..Lois January 
Charlie. ......-+++ssssees. Everett Foord | Cliff Hawkins......++..ss00+ . Ralph Riggs 
Harold Hawkins........... Jack Warren | RBlacksmith...... eR Mark Plant 
Buggs Morgan Herbert Newcomb | Mr, Rubbish......... Lew Hearn 
Mr. Thornbuster......... Randolph Carter | Grandpa Hawkins, Mayor Charles Althoff 
Seem. TOSCO cs bcd ceadccecte Ruth Amos | Mrs, Hawkins..........-. Almira Sessions 
Spike... wc0sss = ora ore Cl Re! er eee Ann Canova 
Mrs. Vanderhoff-Smythe......Judith Magee | Hank.......+..-ceeeeees ...Zeke Canova 
tg POCO CERT OPE PE Te ....Ettor Borodin | Jimmy Powell...-...e++e++: Ratph Ho mes 

Pc Gbatereks vse keeweeaeesee Julius Guinchi | Sheriff.... ocees Ben Robe 
Zalinski. fiuch Cameron Standish 


Angelina Bouchet..... Helene 
ae eee lr 
Another Gate.aan. 
Assistant to ‘Punko’ Parks Ray Clarke 
DOOTMAR .cccccecccoces ‘ Dick Langdon 
MEATIOs 64 o0 006002800 h Rathbun 


Sergeant Dootie... , : Charles Alden 
. soca TY 
Dick desis aa) 
Aiarsees j 


This is an inconsequential piece that | 
may be good for the strawhats, but} Lew Brown has had this musical 
that’s all. A comedy, it has laughs | comedy idea in mind for a couple of 
galore—due to excellent lines and | years, originally calling it ‘Yokel Boy 
competent acting—but it lacks a sat- | Makes Good.’ The numbers in which 
isfactory plot. he collaborated, of more recent ori- | 

As in the past two years, the Litch- | gin, are the new musical’s principal | 
field player group—this season a co-| element. Were the book as divert- | 
operative proposition among seven| ing, the show would stand a better | 
of the 25 members of the company— 
does an excellent job. Most of the 


ilzer 
yards 
Goodman 


Officer.... 


ler 


chance, though as it is it seems oKay | 
for the scale. 


| Fallon, described as Manton’s ‘bag man.’ 


Inside Stuff—Legit ee 


——_—_ ——=3 
Staff credits for Lew Brown's ‘Yokel Boy,’ which opened last week at 
the Majestic, N. Y., is topped by Leon Spachner as general manager, with 





| 
' 





| 
i 


: bs te . 
A femme columnist, garishly out- | Harry D. Davies as press agent. Other credits are unusual in that there 


is listed a ‘transportation manager,’ Harry Schumer, who is known as a 
transferman and hauler of baggage in legit circles. 

Also programed is the showman’s executive secretary, Hy Blane. and his 
private secretary, Ethel G. Dalheim. 

‘Yokel Boy’ drew a fairly favorable press but there were two sharply 
dissenting notices. One which drew comments in show circles was John 
Anderson’s review in the Journal-American, caption in the early editions 
reading: “Yokel Boy Fails to Make Good.’ Heading, which was toned down 
| to routine wordage in subsequent editions, was probably inspired by the 

show’s original title, “Yokel Boy Makes Good.” In the absence of Richard 
Watts, Jr., ‘Boy’ was covered by Herbert Drake for the Herald Tribune 
who referred to the ‘borscht boys’ at the premiere : 

four regular critics were lured from the country for the debut, second- 
stringers being on the job otherwise. 


That Helen Martin, the novelist, who died June 29, had a premonition 
she hadn’t long to live was indicated by her actions just before her death, 
Had been dickering with Dr. Edmond Pauker, play agent, for Harold L, 
Anderson to do a dramatization of her novel, ‘Tender Talons.’ Contracts 
drawn up, but a few days before she passed on she asked for the insertion 
of a clause providing that in case of her death all royalties and other in- 
comes from the work should go to her son and daughter. 

Seemingly afraid something might prevent her from carrying out the 
deal, she even offered to come into New York from New Canaan, Conn., to 
sign the revised contract. Was told that wasn’t necessary. She signed the 
contract day she died, and it was received by Pauker the next day. Play 
is to be done under the title of ‘Grim Harvest.’ 


Case of the former Circuit Court of Appeals judge, Joseph T. Manton, 
who has appealed his conviction of selling decisions, had one or two Broad- 
way repercussions, which. however, were not really related to the charges, 
It was discovered that while on the bench he secured loans from showmen 
who had no cases pending before his court, but those involved were closely 
questioned by Federal Bureau of Investigation agents. One so queried was 
Fortune Gallo, who advanced around $7,000 to Manton, latter returning all 
but $1,500. 

Gallo explained that the loans were an accommodation to William J. 
Fallon, formerly a theatre ticket 


| broker, is serving time for perjury. 


probably hit and stick on Broadway | players are legit vets from Broad- 
for a while, and it might well be! way, Federal theatre and summer 
‘Aaron.’ However, one of the other! stock. All were members of last 
of the 12 versions of the third act) year’s company, which was known 
might better be suited .o the metrop-| as { 





olis than this one. 

The olio numbers went across well | 
here. particularly the monolog talk- | 
song on how a vamp got that way | 
and the same kind of duet on the! 
fate of modern babes in the woods. | 

After the stage show a program of 
entertainment was given in the bar- 
room and restaurant connected with 
the theatre, and the party ended with | 


a shindig reminiscent of radio’s Na- | 


tional Barn Dance. 

Program was printed on a single 
sheet 16 by 28 inches. 
notice to effect elderly women could 
keep hats on. Also requested patrons 
not to throw peanut shells on floor. 
Ads were in rhyme, like ‘If you 
want to buy a tree, See the 
nurseree; If you want flowers for 
your bowers, We are open at all 
hours.’ Crawford. 





The Depression’s Over 
N. Plainfield, N. J., July 8. 


Comedy in three acts, four scenes, by Jay 
Alden. Staged by Nat Burns, At the N, 
Piainfleld H. S$. Auditorium, week July 3, 
"30. 


Gertie Barton.......... .»- Roberta Barclay 
Ethel Wilson... .....s BU es wecss Sheila Trent 
Charles MeWilliams........William Nichols 
Mra. Bartam....ccce eceeesee+- Vicki Welden 


Harry Thompson......e...-.Anthony James 
Lyle Churchill.....eeeee--Cameron Mitchell 
BMitni FGI is ockceescvsss veins Nat Burns 
Mel Higgins..... eesecesees-James Sherman 
Mrs. Churchill.....ee00.-..Marela Victorine 
Ciara Churchill. ..csccevecsde Betty Dennis 
COG STIs <-609: 0540666000 0be Alexis Ramos 





A sad and labored little comedy 
effort, ‘The Depression's Over,’ offers 
nothing for Broadway or the screen. 
It tells a story of two city slickers 
who attempt to take the inhabitants 
of a small Pennsylvania town for a 
financial buggy ride, only to reform 
under the influence of a couple of 
good women. One of the gals turns 
out to be the daughter of the F.B.I. 
chief in Washington—sent by her 
father to trap the crooks. The play 
is full of dubious little plot twists 
like this and never carries any con- 
viction either as romance or comedy. 

Several of the performers from 
‘Clean Beds,’ which had a brief N. Y. 
run last May, are involved in ‘De- 
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Radio Transcriptions 
Decca Records 


Opening Fox, Philadelphia, 
July 14 














Opening Savoy Plaza, 
July 27 


Per. Mgr—ANNA SOSENKO 
Rep—JACK BERTELL 


Ex. 








ERNEST C. ROLLS 


Presents 


VIOLET CARLSON 


AS THE STAR 
of his Newest Sensational Hit Show 


The Famous 
LONDON CASINO REVUE 


| dubbed this 


; ence, 


Coniained 


the Litchfield Playhouse. 
season 


but 
the Litchfield 
Hills theatre. 

A swanky advertising office, won 


| in a gambling bet by an ex-racketeer 


(Charles Furuclowe) and operated 
by him, is the scene of all activity. 


| The agency depends upon the Amal- 


gamated Can Company for its exist- 
Threadbare plot has members 
| of a numbers racket with whom Fur- 
culowe was once affiliated, coming to 
him for protection coin under threats 
of framing him. Other complications 
that lead to amusing situations come 
| when the agency drafts a songwrit- 
| Ing inventor (Jack Warren) to write 
| copy for the can company, and the 
matronly wife (Ruth Amos) of the 
| undernourished and henpecked own- 
;er of Amalgamated (Randolph Car- 
ter) makes a play for the inventor 
under the guise of motherly interest, 
while he shows a decided yen for the 
office girl (Anne Saks). 
The matron’s husband, in the 
meantime, propositions the office’s 
hardboiled blackmailing career girl 
(Lucinne Lorrimer), who is a gradu- 
ate of Vassar and the numbers 
racket. Story reaches a focal point 
when a Park avenue society gal 
(Judith Magee) invades the office 
with her attorney (Hugh Cameron) 
to notify of her intentions to sue be- 
cause the agency had used a picture 
of her in a bathtub on the back of 
Esquire. She drops threats of suit 
immediately and aids in killing a po- 
lice raid when she discovers that her 
husband is top man of the racket and 
her attorney is also involved. 
Stepping in on three hours’ notice, 
after William Hansen was forced to 
withdraw because of a broken leg, 
Randolph Carter, co-author as well 
as director, turned in a commendable 
performance. Other members of the 
cast also gave satisfactory perform- 
ances and were well cast. Eck. 


Wind in Their Sails 


Hollywood, July 6. 

Drama in three acts (three scenes); pre- 
sented by Edmund Van Meter; written by 
Ralph Matson; directed by W. Bradley 
Ward; sat the Footlights theatre, Holly- 
wood, July 6, ’39. 

Cast: Betty Compson, Erie Efron, Billie 
Van Every, Adele Neff, Juanita Fletcher, 
Suzette Harbin, Gilbert Herwood, Lois Col- 
| lier, Linda Marwood, Steven Puinam, low- 
| ard Viller, Wally De Cardo, Bernard Ebert, 
| Ralph Matson. 








Another heartbreak tale of Holly- 
/ wood with all the familiar charac- 
|ters. Dramatic piece evidently is 
| premised along the comeback trail 
for Betty Compson, one-time silent 
| star, but there’s little for her to do. 
| However, she takes a firm grip on 
|her role and pivots the action for 
better-than-ordinary little theatre 
results. Author Matson might have 
treated her more kindly to allow for 
| a fuller sweep of her talents. 

Footlighters trot out two neo- 
phytes, Billie Van Every and Eric 
Effron, for whom tie play will do 
more than it does for Miss Compson. 
Effron shows promise, although the 
overdrawn character he portrays 
weighs against his immediate chances 
of being picked off for a studio stock 
contract, the ultimate goal of all 
showcasers. Miss Van Every has 
looks and poise and, with a little 
more polish, should rate o.o. from 
the scouts. 





_Now Pisying His Majesty's Theatre, 
Melbourne, Australia 











Story has to do with a producer 
who airs a skidding actress for a 


Cast set-up -brings on new faces, 
but they are not as alluring as ex-| 
pected on the Broadway stage. | 
There is the expansive Buddy Ebsen, | 
heretofore principally a hoofer, bur 
now introduced as a dancing juvenile | 
lead. Main femme feature is Judy | 
Canova, who was formerly looked | 
for to deliver clownish hillbilly spe- | 
cialties, appearing as the comedienne | 
throughout. Both have had their | 
time in the Hollywood studios and | 
others of the cast also hail from the | 
Coast, Brown himself being among | 
the repatriates. | 

From California, too, is Lois Janu- | 
ary, ingenue; also the dancing mite, 
Dixie Dunbar, known on _ both 
coasts, as is another half pint, Jackie 
Heller. New to legit surroundings | 
is Phil Silvers, a comic reminder of 


tortoise-shelled agent Lou Irwin. 
Gaiety, N. Y., when Brown took him 
on. He holds considerable promise. 
Among the comedy highlights is a bit 
by Miss Canova and Silvers when he 
gives her a singing lesson. Another 
has Silvers as a guy minding Ebsen’s 
money. 

Silvers is assigned to handle near- 
ly all the book comedy, but for one 
individual to turn the trick during 
an entire performance is perhaps 
asking too much. He has his mo- 
ments as the coin-grabbing Holly- 
wood agent-manager, but the impres- 
sion is that the show is shy of laughs. 
Miss Canova naturally delivers, but 
mostly with numbers, while Lew 
Hearn, as a meddlesome, accented 
picture producer, figures too fre- 
quently, probably the result of 
changes in the book when Jack 
Pearl left the outfit after one week 
of the Boston try-out. Hearn’s ver- 
sion of a Hollywood producer is on 
the corny side, although the broad 
dialectics are much the fault of the 
book. 

‘Yokel’ has plenty of settings, the 

(Continued on page 51) 


| New Hecht- MacArthur 
~ Play Opens 2-Week 
Frisco Run to Big Biz 








San Francisco, July 11. 


With all indications polnting to 
socka boxoffice, the new Ben Hecht 
and Charles MacArthur play, ‘Ladies 
and Gentlemen,’ starring Helen 
Hayes (Mrs. MacArthur), and Her- 
bert Marshall, opened last night 
(Monday) at the Curran here before 
one of the largest audiences in his- 
tory of house. Every seat in theatre 
was sold, with extra chairs placed 
in every available space. 

The play, which was tried out in 
Santa Barbara before opening here, 
was smoothly performed by capable 
cast of 20. It is still slow in spots 
and some members of cast were 
guiity of failing to project their 
voices adequately at various times. 
Faulty timing is also noticeable in 
spots. 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ marks first 
appearance of Miss Hayes in play by 
Hecht and MacArthur, both of whom 
were in audience. 

Show is booked for two weeks 
here, with advance sales unusually 





Management of the New York Times denies that its decision not imme- 


diately to raze the Little theatre, in 
action by adjacent property holders. 


West 44th street, resulted from legal 
Stated that no such action was taken 


Walter Catlett, not to mention the | 


and that the management has never heard of the ordinance referred to. 
Also denied that the paper sought to keep Bonfils and Domnes as leasees of 
the house after letting them cancel the contract. Times officials state that 
the theatre is now available for lease on an annual basis, or can be had for 
bookings. 





Hal Olver, press agent who was closely identified with the Theatrical 
Managers, Agents and Treasurers union, has applied for discharge of all 
his debts, according to an announcement from Oscar W. Ehrhorn, referee 
in bankruptcy. Creditors are ordered to appear in room 506, U. S. court 
house, Foley Square, Aug. 2, at 10:30 a.m. to show cause why discharge 
shall not be granted. 

Olver was a business agent for TMAT, but was defeated for re-election 
last month. 





An illuminated parchment was anonymously presented to John Golden 


He was in stock burlesque at the | recently on the occasion of his 65th birthday. A testimonial dinner was 


| proposed, but the plan was cancelled when the showman demurred. 
The manager's charities, ‘known and unknown,’ were highlighted in the 


Play Out-of-Town —_||‘TQES’ SPRIGHTLY 
B. 0. FARE IN ST. L. 


Ladies and Gentlemen 
St. Louis, July 11. 


Santa Barbara, Calif., July 6. 
Pa ag Rig Bis mening ‘Men First local showing of ‘On Your 
Hayes and Herbert Marshall; written by| Toes,’ musical burlesk of deceased 
Charles MacArthur and Ben Hecht; from vaude days and modern ballet hoof- 
ing, aided and abetted by swell 
weather and presence of delegates at 

















a play by L. Bush-Fekete; staged by Mac- 
Arthur, assisted by Lewis Allen; sets, Boris 
Aronson; at Lobero, Santa Barbara, three 
days, July 6, '39; $5.50 top. 








A Bailiff...... usvesy eg tanks Harry Antrim annual Elks’ convention, got under 
CARI. .< + -ceescesecesosses e+ Eee MAES way last night (Monday) in Munici- 
Pettijolin. ..sssseecseeeceeess-George Watts|pal Theatre Asso. Forest Park al 
| Pye eccesececes Martin Wolfson fresco theatre with an opening house 
The Sheriff...... Seeeeecebbsd George Meader - e 4.500 , 
Patelie....+.s0e jntudeaesen’ Pat Harrington | grossing approximately $4,5 , equal- 
Butterworth.....seseeess---J0seph Sweeney ling season’s best for first night. 
Ward... ..ccccececccccccccevees Roy Roberts ‘. so test 
eR. «o's ocincbtsaus o¥as Robert Keith| Lee Dixon, who scored here las 
son } bene se eeees tees soci Wanton season in ‘Rosalie,’ repeats in role of 
Mrs. AAIOTd..ccscerecesess Ma y f ° es 
sare, eer... sivebenceewaas Jacqueline Paige| Phil Dolan. Patricia Bowman heads 
Migs Scott. ..cccocccccccscccecs Helen Hayes ‘ s “s Valva 
Sire. RUGS... cccocecteccesss Connie Gilchrist group of 1X principal dancers, a 
CMAMUILS ss 0.0.80 006% 454548 Herbert Marshall} Valentinoff, David Ahdar, Alexis 
Hutchinson.....cescccceces Kenneth Lawton . r he 
GOOTHO. cc cscice Coccccccress Guy Monvyvpenny Rotov, Orest and Vera Barnova, _ 
NIN 5 035 5<4 sn bunpdbenss sutaseel Jack Carr | largest number of hoofiing top notch- 
Mrs. Campbell..--.ccccccseses Ruth Shepley | ers to appear in a single muny opera 
production. All click. 
This new Hecht and MacArthur A dozen elaborate sets, the largest 


play is not a very good play. It 
ought to—and prokably will—do 
quite a bit of business on the 
strength of its cast and background, 
but it is likely to prove a disap- 
pointment nevertheless. 

Possibly the authors and produc- 
ers sensed something of this, which 


number used during current season, 
kept scenic designer Norris Houghton 
and artisians busy for two weeks. 
Oscar Straus’ ‘Waltz Dream,’ with 
plenty of catchy music, finished 
seven night stand Sunday (9) with 
take of approximately $30,000, off. 


might explain its opening in this 
out-of-the-way spot for a three-day 
break-in, and allowing for consider- 
able trouping prior to Broadway. 
There is a chance that before Broad- 


Threats of rain on two nights and in- 
tense heat on several more slowed 
down b. o. activity. Piece attracted 
53,000, 5,000 less than turned out 


way sees it it can be fixed up a great | f0r ‘Katinka’ previous week. 
deal. As it stands at present, it is 
just one of those things. 

Why MacArthur and Hecht want- 
ed to adapt it from the Hungarian 
of L. Bush-Fekete (the ‘h’ in the 
name is a new addition, since the 
Hungarian playwright has settled in 
the U. S.). Why Helen Hayes 
wanted to play the lead is a bit of a 
question, even if MacArthur, her 
husband, co-authored the American 
version, 

It is the first modern American 
role Miss Hayes has played since 
‘Coquette.’ After seeing her as Mary 
of Scots and Queen Victoria, it is 
something of a shock when she first 
appears on the stage as just plain 
Miss Scott, a moving picture exec’s 
secretary. But she gets going and 


























Megt.: Lou CLAYTON 








heavy. 








(Continued on page 51) 
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Wednesday, July 12, 1939 


Margo-Lederer's ‘7th Heaven’ Revival 
Tops Chi, $8,500; Barrymore Falls Off 





Chicago, July 11. 


trade of the past week was 
pulled in by the Civic theatre stock 
showing of ‘Seventh Heaven,’ with 
Francis Lederer and Margo. Top 
names on the marquee brought in 
biggest week the Charles Gilbert 
productions had seen since they 
started two months ago. It has: con- 
vinced Gilbert that names are the 
answer for trade and he will angle 
for marquee monikers in the future. 

With a succession of strength on 
the stage, there is no question that 
Gilbert can establish the house as a 
real legit home in Chicago. 

One more week and then out for 
‘One for the Money,’ intimate mu- 
sical in the Harris. Show has gar- 
nered remarkable wor’-of-mouth 





throughout the town, but somehow 
failed to build into the numerals 
which would be expected on such 
comment. 

John Barrymore’s show, ‘My Dear 
Children,’ indicates that it is in the 
homestretch tae | a sag of trade 
last week. Dropped a couple of 


grand and looks to be on the windup | hack of the mess and believes in the | the Golden West,’ both of which are 
j Herbert |in the midst of long runs on Treasure 
juror who is a | Island, site of the Golden Gate expo, 


‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (9th | stuffed shirt, spouting about the | were the big coin-getters here last 


of its stay here. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Faded a bit 


week) (1,000; $2.75). 


| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| Marshall is 


and show is thinking of moving on | 


to new fields, probably eastward. 
Took $10,000. 
‘One for the Money,’ 


week) (1,000; $2.75). 


LEGITIMATE GROSSES 


VARIETY SI 














- Play Out-of-Town | 


Ladies and Gentlemen 
(Continued from page 50) 








oo | 


makes the part understandable and | 
believeable. Except that one ae 
not help wondering throughout what 
sad fate would await the play if} 
some ordinary actress were playing | 
the role, rather than the redoubt- | 
able Miss Hayes. | 

Play is another one of those back- | 
of-the-jury things. It has been done | 
in the theatre any number of times. 
All the action takes place in the jury 
room, or in the various hotel rooms 
lived in by the jurors. It is a mur- 
der trial that they are deliberating, 
and through their discussions one | 
learns that a writer is On trial for | 
killing his wife in favor of 2 pret- | 
tier mistress. Miss Hayes is the 
juror who understands the emotions | 





man’s innocence. 


the 


accused 


sanctity of the home, etc., and who 
insists the accused man is guilty. 

It is obvious from the first that 
Marshall and Miss Hayes will fall 


Harris (5th | in love, that he will decide to leave 
Will niet ll it a his wife for Miss Hayes, and that he 


six-week gallop and call it quits here | Will find himself, at the end, voting 


on Saturday (15). 
$6,500 last week. 
REVIVAL 

‘Seventh Heaven,’ Civic (Ist week) 
(800; $2.20). With Frances Lederer 
and Margo the magnet, trade is 
plenty hot for this revival, which 
took excellent $8,500 last week, top 
mark of the season. One more week, 
though could stay longer. Lederer 
due east next week to go into Katha- 
rine Corneli’s ‘No Time for Comedy.’ 


KIRKLAND’S NEW CAST 
IN ‘MUST LOVE SOMEONE’ 


‘I Must Love Someone,’ the Jack 
Kirkland-Leyla Georgie comedy- 
melodrama at the Vanderbilt, N. Y., 
has undergone extensive cast changes 
since it opened last February at the 
Longacre. Gypsy Rose Lee last week 
went into the femme lead played 
originally by Martha Sleeper and 
subsequently by Nancy Carroll, and, 
for several performances, by Haila 








Stoddard. Other replacements are 
Florence Sundstrom for Melba 
Deane, Iris Adrian for Claire 


Carleton, Jack White for Jack Shee- 
han, Charles Keenan or Charles 
Ansley, Helen Christian or Maryon 
Pierce, Lew Eckles for Frank Mc- 
Cormack, Richard Huey for John T. 
Ricks, and Ross Hertz or Harry 
Koler. Ethel Jackson and John Dijl- 
son have also left the cast, their parts 
having been written out. 


Show, which drew press pannings 
that led Kirkland to attack the crit- 
ics in interviews, articles and paid 
ads, is a poorer play but better en- 
tertainment than at the opening. It’s 
now virtually a sideshow, depending 
on hoke situations, broad comedy, 
obvious pieces of business and salty 
dialog, but reasonably absorbing 
nonetheless, particularly for the type 
of audiences it’s currently getting. 
Performances are likewise hokey. 


Managed so-so | innocent because 


| 


} 
| 
| 


| 
| 


of a realization 
that the man on trial had gone 
through an exactly parallel emotion. 
MacArthur and Hecht don’t fool you. 
They carry through to the bitter, 
obvious finish—even to the point of 
having the woman (Miss Hayes) re- 
nounce her love in the final scene 
and send Marshall back to his wife 
and family hearth. 

MacArthur and Hecht have stuffed 
this venerable pigeon full of healthy 
and modern dialog. Some of the 
courtroom background remind of the 
lusty stuff that made ‘Front Page’ 
such a smash. But ‘Front Page’ had 
youth and vitality as its central 
theme, and this play is tired and sad 
in the core. 

Boris Aronson has provided ex- 
cellent sets. Gilbert Miller has punc- 
tuated the cast with topnotch thes- 
pians and, productionally, there is 
nothing to be asked for. MacArthur’s 
direction is not all it should be, but 


and work will take care of. Cast 
standouts include Harry Antrim, 
George Watts, Pat Harrington, Eve- 
lyn Varden and Connie Gilchrist. 
Harrington, from the New York 
niteries, does his brief roll well in 
this, his legit debut. 

Show will probably grab itself a 
pretty healthy run, and should also 
get a healthy jackpot as a film. 

This is the first time MacArthur 
has done any writing for his wife in 
the theatre. 
a piece for her, ‘Sin of Madeleine 
Claudet’ (Metro). 


‘CHILLUN’ GETS $2,500 
IN FIRST W’K ON OWN 


Los Angeles, July 11. 














After nearly a full year as Federal 
Theatre Project‘s long-run holder 


| here, ‘Run, Little Chillun,’ all-Negro 


cast, is now on its own as a commer- 


broad, obvious and (for the sort of | Cial venture and is already assured a 


audiences) effective. 

Miss Lee is not as suitable for the 
leading part as was Miss Carroll, por 
is she as skilfull an actress, but she 
slams the comedy harder and gets 
more laughs, and her name should 
draw. Jack White gives an amusing 
vaudeville perormance of the frantic 
stage manager, while Iris Adrian hits 
the Bess McClintock part with a 
voice like a steam whistle, in con- 
trast to the guileful humor Claire 
Carleton found in it. As the avari- 
cious teaser, Helen Christian lacks 

iss Pierce’s sensuousness, but Jean 

asto and Dorothy Libaire have im- 
Proved their original performances. 
and Florence Sundstrom underlines 
the vacuousness of the plaintive 
chorine. James Rennie and Harry 

nnister are still satisfactory as 
heart-of-gold roues. Hobe. 


Watson Vice Sablon 








Changes are being made in the | Brighton t 


| solid 


year’s run, First anniversary 
falls on July 22 and is holding opus 
to commemorate date. : 

Six nightly shows and two mati- 
nees are being given. First mat per- 
formance was first in over six years 
at the Mayan and drew two-thirds 
capacity. San Francisco opening at 
Geary theatre is set for Labor Day. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Run, Little Chillun,’ Mayan (M- 
1,492; $1.65). First local showing as 
commercial venture brought satisfac- 
tory $2,500, with original two weeks 
booking already extended a stanza 
and possibility of holding until 
Sept. 1. 


Kiss Boys’ Good 436 
| On Brooklyn Shore 











Brooklyn, July 11. 
| Leslie J. Spiller reopened the 
heatre at the seashore last 


cast of ‘The Streets of Paris,’ Broad- | week, showing ‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ 


hurst, N. Y., principal switch taking 
Jean Sablon out, he to be replaced 
by Milton Watson. Latter withdraws 


to bright results. House was reno- 
| vated and front looks spic. It’s the 
only legit house open in Brooklyn 


next Wednesday (19), as does Ramon now and apparently folks are hungry 


Vinay. 
Sablon, 


ers. Difference over the use of 
Songs led him to hand in notice. 
ere were complaints, too, that he 


could not be understood because of | with 


his dialect. 


: n, French comedian and fae 
Singer, is one of the featured play- | 


r live stuff. 
This week ‘Of Mice and Men,’ next, 
‘The Women.’ 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Kiss Boys Goodbye,’ Brighton 
| (1.400; $1.00). Off to excellent start 
strong weekend attendance. 
| profitable $4,500. 


itie City. 


that is a matter that more rehearsals | 


In films, he once wrote | 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of July 16) 





‘Kiss the Boys Geodbye’—Maple- 
wood (N, J.) theatre. 

‘Ladies and Gentlemen’ (Helen 
Hayes, Herbert Marshall)—Curran, 
San Francisco. 

‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more)—Selwyn, Chicago. 

‘Of Mice and Men’—Brighton, 
Brighton Beach, N. Y. 

‘One fer the Money’—Harris, Chi- 
cago. 

‘The Women’—Garden Pier, Atlan- 





Ath Perks Frisco: 
Folies Big 27/46, 
Road, 86, Sticks 


San Francisco, July 11. 
‘Folies Bergere’ and ‘Cavalcade of 





| week. Four-day holiday which ended 
| July 4 was responsible for the take 
| on both of these shows getting up 
| into high territory, with ‘Cavaicade,’ 
| now in its 19th week, hitting $25,000, 
| top money so far for this show. 
| Cool weather, July fogs having set 
|in, has been responsible for soaring 
|theatre grosses on the mainland as 
i well as on the Island. “Tobacco Road,’ 
| which was to have closed at the Cur- 
|ran here last week after a run of 
, three weeks, has been moved to the 
| Geary for an additional stanza. 
Estimates for Last Week 
| *febacco Road,’ Curran (1,770; 
| $1.64) (3d week). Picked up some 
|extra coin on July 4, when the com- 
|pany put on special Independence 

Day matinee. Gross for the week 
|was $8,000, which was healthy 
enough to warrant moving next door 
for a run at the Geary. Helen Hayes 
and Herbert Marshall opened at the 
Curran last night (Monday) in the 
| new Hecht and McArthur show, 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ the advance 
| sale for which has been hefty. 
Treasure Island 

‘Cavaicade of the Golden West,’ 
Cavalcade (5,000; $1.10) (19th week). 
Record crowds at the exposition 
helped this outdoor pageant reach 
terrific $25,000. ‘Cavalcade’ and 
‘Folies Bergere’ are the best word- 
of-mouth shows at the fair. On 
July 4 13,135 customers paid $5,678 
to see ‘Cavalcade.’ 

Folies Bergere,’ California Audi- 
torium (3,300; 75 cents) (12th week). 
‘Bergere’ got back into its former 
stride last week when it grabbed 
$27,500. On July 4 the Fischer show 
played to 12,591 people during five 
performances which netted $6,512. 


L’ville’s Opener, ‘Prince,’ 
Scores Nice $12,000 


Louisville, July 11. 
‘Student Prince,’ opening operetta 
| of current season at town’s open air 
| Iroquois amphitheatre, grossed ap- 
| proximately $12,000 for six days. 
Concluding performance Saturday 
(8) was held up until 9 o'clock, a 
| heavy rain and wind storm striking 
|town shortly before curtain time. 
| Deck hands were delayed in setting 
| stage, but water curtain was raised 
and crew gave early patrons an ex- 
hibition of how sets are erected. 
Clifford Newdahl was vocally ef- 
| fective in the role of the ‘Prince,’ and 
|Helen Arnold, prima donna, dis- 
|closed a warm, vibrant ‘Kathie.’ 
| Others who made favorable impres- 
sions were Conrad Thibault, bari- 
| tone; Hope Emerson, Douglas Leavitt 
|and Clarence Nordstrom, clicking in 
| the comedy department. Victor Mor- 
ley, Marjorie Ford, Truman Gaige 
and Driskill Wolfe gave capable sup- 
| port. Orch, which embraces most of 
the WHAS staff crew, well handled 
by Hilding Anderson. John Shubert 
|is resident manager and Abe Cohen 
| handles the business end. 
Estimate for Last Week - 
‘Student Prince,’ Iroquois Amphi- 
| theatre (3,400; 35c. to $1.25). Off to 
a fine start and no performances 
| missed on account of weather. Re- 
| turns look okay, although first week’s 
|'take somewhat below that of last 
year at $12,000. 


Equity’s Tax Ups to $1.50 


| 
| Per capita tax paid by Equity to 
|) its parent organization, the Asso- 
ciated Actors and Artistes of Amer- 
| ica, will be raised from $1 to $1.50 
‘for the six-month period beginning 
| this month. That decision was 
|reached yesterday (Tues.) by the 
| Equity council, on recommendation 
of the efficiency and economy com- 
mittee. 

Move was in response to a request 
|from Frank Giilmore, president of 
the Four As. A similar bid was 























Play on Broadway 











YOKEL BOY 


(Continued from page 50) 


—_——_— 


alley being ciuttered with scenery 
and props, but as ambitious as the 
first act finale may be, the intent Is 
cloudy. The number ‘Uncle Sam's 
Lullaby,’ sung by Mark Plant, a 
sturdy baritone, seems to call for 
peace, but the business, scenes and 
ensembles are definitely war-like, 
with planes, battle wagons, nurses 





and guns simulated in effects, or by 
the company. 
There are perhaps five or six songs! 
on which the show may stand, or 
else. Topping is the melody ‘Let’s 
Make Memories Tonight,’ delivered 
by Miss January. ‘Lem and Sue’ is 
one of Miss Canova’s standouts, while 
‘I Know I’m Nobody’ is about the} 
best from Ebsen, whose shy, smiling | 











pan grows on the audience. ‘Comes 
Love’ is something, too, with the 
Misses Canova and Dunbar, while 


‘Jukin,’ by Miss “-nova and Ebsen, 
may get somewhere. 

Jackie Heller, as a newsboy, seems 
best with ‘Hollywood and Vine,’ a 
scene that closely pic.ures that fa- 


ing good with ‘I Can’t Afford to 
Dream.’ That number is delivered 
in a scene supposed to be the inier- 
ior of the Trocadero cafe in Holly- 
wood, but not nearly as expert as the 
Vine street scene. Miss Canova’s 
‘Catherine the Great’ seemed to 
cause controversy and some refer- 
ences to the style of Beatrice Lillie, 
but it is hardly an imitation. 

‘Yokel’ is a dancing show, too, what 
with Ebsen’s corking stepping, also 
that of Miss Dunbar. Chorus action 
is at times lively and diverting, 
the ensembles being trained by Gene 
Snyder, chief of the Russell Markert 
staff at the Music Hall (Radio City). 
Some of the stepping is akin to the 
Rockettes, always pleasant to view. 
Story is of the stage and screen. 
It opens with a sort of war scene, the 
re-enactment of the battle of Lexing- 
ton. Film people interrupt the wed- 
ding of Elmer Whipple and Mary 
Hawkins, she being picked as a comer 
for the siudivos. There is mention 
of the late Jack Donahue, referred to 
as Donegil. Elmer is his son being 
brought up by Mary’s parents, who 
were on the stage. In an early scene 
VARIETY indicates their hankering to 
return to show business, with Mary’s 
mom taking the paper from the old 
boy and trading it for a Sears Roe- 
buck catalog. She wants to know 
why he keeps a $10 ad in Vartety 
if he doesn’t intend going back into 
show business. All hands land on 
the Coast, with the hick Elmer com- 
ing into Mary’s dressing room with 
fresh vegetables. The boy turns out 
to be a find, while Mary is discerned 
as something of a bust, so the finale 
finds them back in Lexington with 
the delayed wedding supplying the 
curtain. 

Vaudeville contributes some of the 
show’s laugh content in the person of 
Charles Althoff, rube fiddler, who is 
spotted well down in the show as a 
grizzled a.k. He hasn't been in a 
Broadway show for many seasons, 
and the characterization is quite ef- 


fective. Althoff also plays a bit or 
two. 
There is something of reminis- 


cence in the show, the tune of ‘Who’ 
from ‘Sunny,’ which kept Marilyn 
Miller and Donahue at the New Am- 
sterdam for a long run, cropping up. 
There is, too, a snatch of ‘That’s Why 
Darkies Were Born,’ out of one 
‘Scandals,’ of which Brown was an 
author and idea man. 

“Yokel Boy’ is quite an improve- 
ment over the performance disclosed 
in Boston. It shapes up as moderate 
entertainment value at the $3.30 
scale tor the summer visitors. Jbee, 


‘Women’ Big $4,500 
In Maplewood Opener 





Maplewood, N. J., July 11. 


ander opened the summer season at 
the Maplewood here with ‘The 
Women,’ doing a splendid ¢4.500, 
breaking last year’s record. Crix 


nees were sell-outs. : 


Current attraction. ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye.’ 
Estimate for Last Week 


‘The Women,’ Maplewood (1,420; 
25c.-$1.10). With nine performances 
starting Saturday, July 1, ‘Women’ 


$4,500. Current is ‘Kiss the Boys 





turned down several months ago. 


Goodbye.’ 


mous Coast corner, the lad also be- | 


Frank McCoy and William J. Alex- | 


praised production highly and mati- | 


turned in a fine report at b.o., doing | 


Bway] Hits New Bottoms, All Shows 
Feeling Heat; Leave, Quitting, 
Hellz’ 266, ‘Story’ 17146, Both Off 


. 


Nothing escaped the slump along 
Broadway last week. Matinees on 
the Fourth of July were okay, but 
that was about all. Sustained heat, 
the temperature flirting with the 90 
degree mark, accompanied the start 
of the-vacation period, with locals 
and visitors alike rushing to beaches 
and outdoor diversions. One attrac- 
tion was forced off, another will 
suspend temporarily at least this 
week and some others are in doubt, 
ee better weather, come Tues- 
day. 

New lows had been struck during 
the May slump, but the bottoms 
touched last week were much un- 
der those levels. All leaders dipped, 
while some dived, yet the figures of 
past seasons indicate the ebb of the 
summer period comes during the 
week of the Fourth. There should 
now be a gradual climb, especially 
after the middle of the month. 

The front running ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
went off about $3,500 and got $26,000; 
‘The Philadelphia Story’ slipped an 
equal amount for a count of $17,500: 
‘No Time for Comedy’ went down 
to $12,000; ‘The Little Foxes’ got 
around $11,000; ‘Abe Lincoln’ about 
$10,500. 

Average declines approximated 
25%, but there were instances where 
the gross dropped $5,000, or more, 
on the week. One so indicated was 
‘Leave It To Me,’ result being that 
the musical will lay off Saturday for 
a month. ‘The Streets of Paris,’ ane 
other musical, but comparatively 
new, did moderately well with tak- 
ings of $17,000. 
Newest musical, ‘Yokel Boy,’ 
started on a torrid night at the 
Majestic, drawing mixed notices and 
just fair business after Thursday’s 
(6) debut, heat hurting. 

‘The American Way’ will resume 
after a five week lay-off at the Cen- 
ter, Monday (17), boxoffice having 
been kept open in the interim. 
‘What a Life’ was forced off last 
Saturday after being on the verge 
for some time. Ball games played 
to big gates, with the World’s Fair 
not as big as anticipated. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Plymouth 
(39th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Despite 
good Fourth of July attendance, 
gross dropped to new low, which was 
true of most shows; around $10,500. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden (34th 
week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Champ at- 
traction on list continues to be in 
lively demand at agencies; it, too, 
slipped last week, when the takings 
were around $26,000, but sold out 
Monday (10). 

‘I Must Love Someone’, Vanderbilt 
(23d week) (C-800; $3.30). Could 
hardly climb last week against 
slump; estimated at $4,000. 

‘Leave It to Me,’ Imperial (36th 
week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Slid down- 
ward to $12,000 level, which is red 
operation; suspends Saturday for 
month; relights Aug. 14. 

‘Ne Time for Comedy,’ Barrymore 
(13th week) (CD-1,096; $3.36). 
Dropped as much as the other 


mated $12,000; lowest mark since 
opening; Saturdays out; three mat- 
inees weekly, 

‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (4th 
week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Still switch- 
ing ticket scale, with fewer rows at 
$3.30; laugh revue not getting what 
was expected; rated at $17,000. 

‘The Little Foxes,’ National (22d 
week) (D-1,164; $3.30). Like the 
other favorites, business markedly 
affected last week with the takings 
around $11,000. 

‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(16th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). The 
straight show leader was also consid- 
erably off from previous pace, with 
the gross dropping to $17,500. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (292d 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). After last 
week’s slump some attractions ap- 
peared doubtful of continuing; in- 
tention is to keep run drama going, 
however; approximately $3,500; even 
break. 


‘What a Life,’ Mansfield. Closed 
Saturday (8) after making a run of 
64 weeks; had been getting small 
grosses, but went away down last 
| week. 
| ‘Yokel Boy,’ Majestic (2d week) 
(M-1,717; $3.30). Drew mixed press 
on Thursday (6) debut; business just 
fair thereafter, but scale should help. 
REVIVAL 

‘Outward Bound,’ Playhouse (30th 
week) (D-873; $3.30). Gave extra 
| matinee last week and was abie to 
| approach $5,000, which bettered even 
| break. 

ADDED 

' ‘Prem Vienna,’ Music Box (4th 
| week), May be able to operate with- 
| out loss because of minimum salar- 
ies, but business for refugee revue 
weak; around $4,000; provisional 
notice, 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (84th 
week). Dropped like the rest of 
field; around $6,000, which was $.‘ 
| off from first week in new spot. 








straight show leaders and approxi- | 
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Headliners’ Awards | 
National Headliners Club, or- 
ganization of newspaper 
will hold its sixth annual dinner | 
Saturday (15) in Atlantic City, when 
presentation will be made of 12 


editorial cartoon for the paper on 
page one. Few other changes in the 


editors | Post are visible since it was taken! the Dell Publishing Co. Quarterly 


over several weeks ago by George 
Backer. 

Kirby, who resigned from the N. Y. 
World-Telegram last year because he 


NEW PERIODICALS 
Lure, mag on beauty, issued by 


as a starter, and to go monthly if 
interest warrants. Jointly edited by 
Marion Merrill and Ella Riddle. 


Athlete, new addition to the Street 





gold plaques for outstanding achieve- | didn’t see eye to eye with the edi-' & Smith chain, edited by Charles | 


ments in news, camera and radio 

reporting during past year. 
Winners are Frank L. Toughill, 

of the Philadelphia Record, for best 


exclusive reporting in domestic) 
field; Reynolds Packard, United 
Press, for best exclusive reporting | 


in foreign field; Howard Jones, 


Acme Photos, best news picture; | 
Damon Runyan, consistent excel- 
lence in feature stories; John Kno.t, 
Dallas News, cartoon; Heywood 
Broun, column, A. T. Hull, Jr., 
Pathe News, foreign newsreel; Al 
Brick, Fox Movietone, domestic) 
newsreel. 

Jack Knell, WEEI, Boston, best 


radio reporting of news event; late 
Marlen E. Pew, editor of Edi-or and 
Publisher, posthumous award, and 
N. Y. World-Telegram and N. Y 
Journal-American, for outstanding | 
public service by newspapers, 

Awards committee, which makes 
the selections each year, is headed 
by Arthur Robb, present editor of 
Editor & Publisher. 





S&S’ Sports Mag 
Street & Smith are publishing a| 
new monthly sports magazine called | 
Athlete, first issue now being on the, 
stands at 15 cents per copy. Charles | 
Moran, editor, in his introductory, | 
asks for opinions of the publication: | 
‘Speak out whether you like us—if| 
you don’t, lead with your Sunday | 
punch, for we'll never get better ab-| 
sorbing routine jabs.’ 


Athlete does not aim to encroach 
on dailies’ sports departments, It 
has factual articles by sports special- 
ists and fiction stories based on 
events which really occurred. Of the 
former category is a yarn by Ruby 
Goldstein, former East Side boxer, 
who was touted as a second Benny 
Leonard. He advises young fighters 
to save their earnings, citing himself 
as an example of not so doing. It is 
disclosed that Waxie Gordon, former 





beer baron, serving time for tax eva- 
sion, had a piece of Goldstein and 


tors on policy, replaces Jerry Doyle, 
on the Post. Doyle is cartoonist for | 


ithe other Stern papers, the Phila- 


delphia Record and the Camden 
Courier-Post and was doubling on 
the N. Y. paper. 

Harry T. Saylor, editor of the | 
Post, who has been with Stern for | 
more than 20 years, will quit Sat- 
urday (15) to return to Philadelphia | 
as editor of the Record. He has 
been serving as editor of the Rec- 
ord since Stern bought the Post, but 
by telephone only. 


Coe Back to Fiction 
Scribbling bug has bitten ‘Socker’ 
Coe again, and because he admits 
he’s got to scratch it may mean the ; 
end of a legal career which some | 
have foreseen as possibly taking him 


'to a high state or Federal post. 


Sailing last week with Mrs. Coe 
for a month in Europe, the Socker, 
who’s formally Charles Francis Coe, 
said he would begin writing of a 
yarn on the trip. Had kept away 
from the typewriter for a year and 
a half, devoting himself assiduously 
to his law practice in the South. 

Formerly a top-notch fictioneer, 
Coe has had a boyhood ambition for 
the practice of law. Finally threw 
over fictioneering for the bar—until 
now, 





Rash of Juve Mags 


Current trend in mag publishing 
is the periodical for juves, with 
around a half dozen such pubs in 
preparation for preeming in the fall. 
Seen prompted by the success of the 
Curtis mag, Jack and Jill, which 
since its bow last October has at- 
tained a circulation touching 150,000. 

While there are numerous juve 
pubs, most are of the secular va- 
riety. New ones now in the making 
will be, like Jack and Jill, of general 
type. 

Jack and Jill will take advertising 
starting with the October issue— 
the anni number. Advertising re- 
fused until now, publishers pre- 
ferring to get a line on markets and 


exerted an influence that did not) possibilities. 


help the youngster, who 
knocked out by Sid Terris, 
Hudkins and Jimmy McLarnin. 


Bill Corum contributes an article 
explaining why mutuel betting will 
come to New York tracks, while Ar- 
thur Mann authors the leading fic- 
tion story. 


Ace 





Politics Snare Pitt. Newsmen 


Politics have claimed two more 
men from the Pittsburgh news- 
papers. Wilmer M. Jacoby, until re- 
cently publisher of Hearst’s Sun- 
Telegraph, has been named to the 
Workmen’s Compensation ‘board in 
Pennsy by Governor James, It’s a 
four-year appointment with a salary 
of $8,500 annually. Jacoby, who suc- 
ceeded Harry M. Bitner as the Sun- 
Tele’s chief exec, was _ replaced 
month ago by same man he suc- 
ceeded several years before. 


James George, top-flight feature 
writer and reporter on Paul Block’s 
morning Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 
turned in his notice fortnight ago to 
become publicity director for Re- 
publican party in Allegheny county. 
Snared a year’s contract on his new 
post. Bruce Buttles, formerly of 
Christian Science Monitor’s New 
York staff, has replaced him on the 
P-G city desk. 





Pathfinder Sold Again 


Pathfinder mag has been sold 
again. Weekly news mag, which 
recently passed to control of 
Sevellon Brown, was acquired last 
week by Emil Hurja. 

No change in set-up contem- 
plated, according to new owner, 
though reported unlikely that Se- 


was | 


| 





Al Jackson To Bridgeport 


After two years as aide to Emile 
Gauvreau at the Philadelphia In- 
quirer and Click Magazine, Alfred 
Jackson was made editor of the 
Bridgeport Herald last week. He 
was news editor of the Herald for 
a short time before going to Phila- 
delphia. 

He had then completed a three 
year writing term for RKO in Hol- 
ly wood.. 





Vardis Fisher Cops $7,506 


Harper Prize Novel contest, which 
carries with it $7,500 award, won by 
Vardis Fisher, of Boise, Idaho, with 
his ‘Children of God.’ Material for 
the novel collected by the author 
over a period of 12 years, and writ- 
ing task begun over two years ago. 

Not a newcomer. Has already 
turned out six novels, focusing at- 
tention both on their author and on 
Caxton Printers, small regional pub- 
lisher which first took his works. 
Fisher is 44, 





Beauty Feature Suit 


Lilyan Malmstead filed a N. Y. 
federal court action Friday (7) 
against King Features Syndicate, 
Inc., and the N. Y. Journal, Inc., 
charging plagiarism of her published 
book, “Your Face and Figure,’ in a 
| Series of articles published this year 
by the defendants called, ‘Today’s 
| Tune Up,’ 
| An _ injunction, accounting of 
| profits, and damages are sought. 

















Purvis Turns Pub 


| Melvin Purvis, former G-man and 





vellon Brown, 3d, son of former nemesis of John Dillinger, et al, has 
owner, will stay. Young Brown had | announced plans to enter newspaper 
been holding down the post of as-; biz in South Carolina, his home 


sistant managing editor. William 
H. Harrison is editor, with James 
L. Bray, prez of the Pathfinder Pub- 
lishing Co.; Victor Whitlock is pub- 
lisher, and C. G. Marshall, assistant 
publisher. 


Hurja was a former administra- 
tive aide to Harold L. Ickes, Sec- 
retary of the Interior, when Ickes 
was the WPA head. Sevellon 
Brown heads the Providence (R. L) 
Journal, 





N. ¥. Post Gives Kirby P. 1 
The New York Post marked the 
addition of Rollin Kirby to its staff 
on Monday (10) by placing his first 


' state, 

Says he will begin publication of 
; ceconen daily about Aug. 1 in 
| Florence, with J. A. Zeigler, former 
|Florence Morning News associate 
editor, as editor. 





| Woolly Buys Coast Sportsman 


| Pacific Sportsman, mag published 
/on the Coast, has passed to the con- 
| trol of Charles H. Whoolly, formerly 
owner and publisher of Sunset Maga- 
zine. Roy M. McDonald will be pub- 
lisher of Sportsman for Woolly. 
Woolly plans to give the Pacific 
Sportsman an emphatic buildup, in- 
cluding change in format. To ap- 





pear monthly. 


Moran. Monthly, covers the entire , 
sports field in fact and fiction. Name | 
sports scriveners to make up the. 
majority of contribbers. 





LITERATI OBITS 

John Lang, circulation manager | 
and later publisher of the Toronto | 
World, died July 6 from injuries | 
sustained July 4 in a motor collision 
outside Toronto in which five, in- | 
cluding his wife, were killed. From | 
1922-26, he was with Butterick Pub. | 


Co., New York, until his return to} 
Toronto, his home-town. Surviving 
are a son and daughter. Double | 


funeral of Lang and wife held Sat- | 
urday (8). 
Frank M. Tyson, 61, former finan- , 


cial editor of the Philadelphia In- | 


quirer, died July 1 at his home near 
Wayne, Pa, 

Cornelius J. Heatwole, 70, editor 
of the Virginia Journal of Education, 
died of heart attack in San Francisco 
July 6. 

Harold J. Hemment, 51, Paris cir- 
culation manager for the New York 
Times for the past 15 years, died in 
Paris Monday (3). He was the son 
of John C. Hemment, news photog- 
rapher who accompanied Peary on a 
North Pole expedition. 


Edwin Thomas, 81, founder of the 
Farmington (N. H.) News, of which 
his son, Carl Thomas, is now pub- 
lisher, died July 4. Native of Law- 
renceville, N. Y., he was associated 
with the Rutland (Vt.) Herald before 
going to Farmington. Widow and 
another son also survive. 

Leon D. Case, 62, publisher of the 
Watervliet Mich.) Record, died 
Thursday (6) after a long illness. 
Publisher was formerly Michigan 
Secretary of State, and prior to that 
a State Senator. Two daughters 
survive. 


Judge Justo S. Penn, 63, died July 
2 at San Antonio, Texas, after un- 
dergoing a major operation. Was 
former editor and publisher of the 
Laredo (Texas) Times. 

Frank H. Burgess, 63, publisher of 
the La Crosse (Wis.) Tribune, died 
July 7 in that city. Burgess, born 
in England, joined the circulation 
department of the old Chicago 
Record-Herald in 1895, leaving 10 
years later to take over the Rock 
Island office of the Davenport (Ia.) 
Times, operated by the Lee syndi- 
cate. When the syndicate established 
the Tribune in 1907, Burgess became 
business manager. In 1917, the 
Tribune and the Leader-Press were 
consolidated and Burgess became 
publisher of the combined papers. 


Pete Marzoni, 52, who gave Birm- 
ingham, Ala., its first motion picture 
column back in 1915, and reporter 
for the Birmingham News from that 
time until 1935, died July 6 in a 
Birmingham hospital following an 
operation, His was said to have been 
the first newspaper columnist of chit- 
chat and Hollywood lowdown which 
won him national fame as a com- 
mentator and critic of the stage and 
screen, as well as a writer of fiction 
stories, one of which was made into 
a picture. In 1935 he resigned from 
the News to direct an educational 
health campaign for the WPA in 
Alabama. 

Frederick P. Hall, 79, publisher of 
the Jamestown (N. Y.) Journal, 
died July 7 after fracturing a hip 
June 26 while attending the annual 
summer convention of the Associated 
Dailies and N. Y. State Publishers 
Assn, Entered newspaper biz at 17, 
when his father purchased the 
Jamestown Journal. Survived by 
his second wife and four sons. 

Charles Richard Abbott, 66, found- 
er and manager for Underwood & 
Underwood of what was for many 
years the largest news photo syndi- 
cate in the world, died July 8 at his 
home in East Arlington, N. J. Widow, 
son and two daughters survive. 


Clara Virginia Townsend, 81, for 
many years columnist of the Kansas 
City Star under the by-line of Per- 
cival Prim, died July 8. Former 
school teacher, she began contrib- 
bing to the Star more than 40 years 
ago under the name of Naoma Want- 
more. Took the regular columning 
post when she quit teaching. 

C. Harold Marston, 49, vice-presi- 
dent and treasurer of the Geare- 
Marston, Inc., advertising agency, of 
New York and Philadelphia, died 
Saturday (8) at his home in Phila- 





delphia. He was a native of Eng- 
land. 
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CHATTER 

Jean Giraudoux over from Paris. 

Fontaine Fox on a boat for Eu- 
rope. 

Antoine de Saint-Exupery in from 
France. 

The Walter Lippmanns back from 
abroad. . 

Lucius Beebe at work on another 
book on trains, his hobby. 

Ogden Nash will summer at Rye 
Beach, in New Hampshire. 


Helen Lincoln has joined the Har- | 


court, Brace editorial staff. 
F. Hugh Herbert, the picture 
scenarist, has finished a novel. 
Roger Burlingame back from a 
9,000-mile auto tour of the coun- 
try. 


Foot injury preventing Robert J. | 


Hansoll from 
book, 
Vincent Sheean vacashing at Sin- 


completing a new 


clair Lewis’ summer place in Ver- 


mont. 

Phyllis Bottome interrupting her 
fictioneering to do a book on Alfred 
Adler. 

Joseph C. Lincoln and his son, 
Freeman Lincoln, collabing on an- 
other novel. 

Completing correcting proofs on 
a new novel, Frederic Prokosch has 
gone abroad. 

Richard Matthews Hallet at Booth- 
bay Harbor, Maine, knocking out a 
frontier novel. 

Timothy Brace, whose 
Goes to the World’s Fair’ is just out, 
is Theodore Pratt. 

Houghton W. Clarke, v.p. of the 
McGraw-Hill Publishing Co., mar- 
ried Linda Miller. 

Walter Camp, 3d, who’s with Col- 
lege Years Magazine, weds Char- 
lotte Murphy soon, : 

R. Kingsland Hay and Graham T. 
Johnston upped to v.p.’s of the Rob- 
ert L. Johnson mags. 

Walter Kohr, the Thomas Nelson 
& Sons exec, has taken a cabin at 
Lake Candlewood, Conn. 

Zora Hurston, in Florida, in re- 
cepit of an honorary degree of Litt. 
D. from Morgan College. 

Lennox Robinson, director of Dub- 
lin’s Abbey Theatre, has written a 
biog of William Butler Yeats. 

W. C. Tuttle runs an eight-team 
baseball league on the Coast be- 
tween western story scrivenings. 

Vincent Gladstone dusting off the 
trailer for a long trek, leaving the 
typewriter behind at New Rochelle. 

William J. Briordy, of the N. Y. 
Times sports staff, honeymooning at 
Cape Cod with the former Helen 
Hyppanen, 

At 73, E. Phillips Oppenheim will 
have his 108th novel published in 
late summer when his ‘Exit a Dic- 
tator’ appears. 

Jonas Arnold, of Paramount's 
press department, plotting a novel, 
and seeking an advance before get- 
ting it under way. 

Anita Boutell, wife of the Putnam 
publicity head, will have a who- 
dunit, ‘Death Has a Past,’ published 
by her husband’s firm. 

James T. Powers, old-time stage 
star, has written his autobiog, with 
Putnam to publish in September. 
Calls it ‘Twinkle Little Star.’ 

Francis Griswold in from the 
Coast for talks with his publisher, 
Morrow, and to read proofs on his 
new book, ‘A Sea Island Lady.’ 

Maurine Whipple to Yaddo, the 
scribblers’ colony near Saratoga 
Springs, N. Y., where she will com- 
plete a new novel about the Mor- 
mons. 

Ward Morehouse, N. Y. Sun’s 
Broadway reporter, has finally de- 
livered to Dial Press script of a 
book to be called ‘Forty-Five Min- 
utes Past Eight.’ 

C. V. R. Thompson, U. S. corre- 
spondent for the London Daily Ex- 
press, has completed a ‘With Malice 
Toward Some’ in reverse, calling it 
‘I Lost My English Accent.’ 

Marquis W. Childs on a leave of 
absence from the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch to finish a long novel lo- 
cated on the Mississippi. Has al- 
ready placed it with Morrow for 
publication. 

Gorham Munson has halted his 
N. Y. scribbling seminar for the 
Summer to serve on the personal 
editorial staff of Henry Alsberg, di- 


‘Murder 


a 


lishing house which has just taken 
the Polish rights to ‘Stella Dallas’ 
is called Warszawskie Wydawnictwo 
Wspolczesne. 

James W. Bennett's piece on 
strange medicine-buying practices in 
Harlem goes into an early issue of 
, Commentator, His Chinese whodunit, 

‘Spinach Jade,’ in a recent issue of 
the Toronto Star Weekly as a com- 
plete-in-one-issue job, 

Additional shakeup of execs took 
place at the Philadelphia Bulletin 
last week. George Seltzer, features 
editor, was named city editor. Payl 
Cranston, features writer, was upped 
|to Seltzer’s former spot, while 

Charles Israel, city editor for many 
years and recently acting sports 
| editor, was named sports editor. Leg 
Murphy, acting city editor, returned 
to rewrite. 








Stoki-Whiteman 











(Continued from page 1) 





the background, you can get the ef- 
'fect of a thousand strings.’ Stokow- 
iski’s work is an extension of this 
idea. Whiteman last October said 
lthat he thought Stoki was being 
wooed from the conventional concert 
| stage by ‘the challenging possibili- 
| ties of electrical amplification.’ 
Stokowski, at his home here on his 
| way from a European concert tour 
to Hollywood, refused to comment 
|}on the economic angle involved and 
the number of musicians that might 
be displaced by his experiments, in- 
dicating by his silence that the prob- 
lem was serious, 

| Although the maestro said that the 
|; number of men needed in his orches- 
jtra is ‘still fluid,’ his former wife, 
| Olga Samaroff, wrote in her book, 
|‘An American Musician's Story,’ that 
Pde cuy scientific developments will 
|enable him to give concerts wher- 
| ever he likes with an orchestra of 19 
musicians, ‘He can tour the world 
without the expense of a regular 
symphony orchestra.’ 


Stokowski admitted last week that 
he hopes to tour Europe with his 
electric orch as soon as ‘private’ ex- 
periments in Hollywood are com- 
pleted. 


Miss Samaroff said further in her 
book: ‘Stokowski has been working 
in this field for years and now has 
an orchestra of varied instruments 
with which he intends to give con- 
certs in the near future. The in- 
struments will necessitate a new no- 
tation and new orchestration, but 
Stokowski believes the essence of 
the music will not only be preserved, 
but enhanced. 


‘Among the reasons which led to 
Stokowski's decision to devote him- 
self to research and evolve such an 
orchestra was the refusal of the 
Phii.delphia Orchestra directors to 
allow the orchestra to tour Europe 
under his direction.’ 

While in Philly Stoki signed to 
conduct a second series of concerts 
by the Philly orch.~ Already com- 
mitted to do one set in November, 
he’ll return in March, 1940. 


O'Neill May 




















(Continued from page 1) 





them by the Guild the following sea- 
son (1940-41). However, it is rated 
possible that he may go back to his 
original idea of sending the Guild 
two scripts a season, to be produced 
at once, without waiting for comple- 
tion of the entire series. 

Contrary to report, the dramatist 
has no intention of coming east this 
summer to attend the 25th anniver- 
sary celebration of the Wharf thea- 
tre, Provincetown, where his plays 
first came to attention. He also again 
denied the possibility of any other 
management but the Guild producing 
his plays. The Playwrights’ Co. 
whose members are reported to have 
sought O'Neill for their group, when 
its formation was planned had been 
mentioned as possible presenter of 


rector of the Federal Writers Proj- 
ect, in Washington, 

Darwin Teilhet, creator of the 
Baron von Kaz character for the 
Crime Club, the father of a new 
daughter in Hollywood and of a new 
whodunit, ‘The Broken Face 
Murders,’ soon to be sent off to his 
publishers. 

Ben Abramson, the Chicago book 
collector, bookseller and _ writer 
about books, seeking a word suggest- 
ing both the lending and borrowing 
of books. Christopher Morley’s sug- 
gestion is ‘libro-pollicitude,’ but field 
is still open. 

Around the Houghton Mifflin of- 
fices they’re trying to be nonchalant 


one of several of his future plays. 
O’Neill’s Denial 
In answer to a query, O’Neill wired 
from his home in California: 
Danville, Calif., July 8. 
Editor Variety: 

Cannot come east for Prov- 
incetown celebration and thers 
is no truth in any report that 
Guild will not continue to pro- 
duce my plays. I will appreciate 
your denying this rumor regard- 
ing the Guild. Ever since they 
first produced a play of mine 
they have given me every pos- 
sible break in their power and 
I would be a fool and ingrate to 
want a change to any other pro- 








about the fact that the Warsaw pub-| ducers. Eugene O'Neill. 
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Broadway 


Claude Rains in from the Coast. 
Sidney Spier at Provincetown, 





Me nyllis Perlman to Hollywood; biz 


vacation. To 

ag Beal, legit actor, vacationing 
at Keene, N. H. 

Ear! Wingart has taken a summer 
lace at Long Beach. : 

Bill Danziger spent the Fourth in 
Cincinnati with his mother, | 

Joe Pani’s upper East Side cafe 
features television in the bar. 

Jack Trop may sew up a new pro- 
ducing deal before leaving town. 

Arthur Levy subbing for Richard 
Maney during the latter’s vacation. 


Tom Waller scouring new fishing 
haunts on Long Island on his vacash. 


Don Douglas, of the Authors 
League staff, spending several weeks 
in Mexico. hin 

Nina Hill visiting her mother on 
the Coast during the layoff of ‘Amer- 
ican Way.’ 
ey. Peenk Freeman, Jr., in Atlanta 
a few days, his home town, back to 
Hollywood. ; 

Howard Dietz flying to Europe to 
join wife. First showman making 
the air hop. 

Joe Seider has switched from the 
races to fishing for the rest of the 
hot weather. ; 

John Hertz entertaining Bill 
Hebert and Murphy McHenry 
aboard his yacht. 

Paramount Pep 
given special rates 
Beach this summer. : 

Louie Sobol’s (Journal-American ) 
daughter in Medical Arts recuping 
from appendectomy. 

The boys all try to jam into Bar- 
ney Balaban’s office these days be- 
cause it’s air-cooled. ; 

Franklin Gray, legit player, writ- 
ing an original screen play at his 
place in New Hampshire. 

Charles Gray down from New 
Hampshire with something on lip 
that looks like a mustache. 

John Jacob Loeb, songwriter, did 
a hole-in-one at the Cedarpoint Golf 
Club, Cedarhurst, L. L., July 4. 

Dorothy Schueller, formerly of the 
Gilbert Millet and Herman, Shumlin 
office, back from Columbus, O. 

W. G. Van Schmus taking it easy 
in the country after a hospital ses- 
sion to reduce his avoirdupois. 

The 20th-Fox publicity staff will 
be quartered in a new building next 
to the home office in a few weeks. 

Sam Dembow, Jr., has reduced 
that girth considerably and in fine 


Club members 
at Manhattan 


fettle after last winter's illness 
siege. 
Peter Blackmore, aut of the 


London play, ‘Lot’s Wife,” is in New 
York to dicker for a Broadway pro- 
duction. 

Charles Althoff bringing over cig- 
arets to ‘Yokel Boy’ company from 
Jersey, where there is no state tax 
on smokes. 

Cliff Lewis and the Mrs. (Marge 
Decker of the Coast Columbia pub- 
licity dept.) shoved off Friday (7) 
for Hollywood. 

Henry Bergman (Clark and Berg- 
man) now a theatre manager of the 
Broadway, Alamo Heights, Texas, 
newest Interstate house. 

Oscar Levant’s Gershwiniana with 
the Stadium memorial concert by 
the N. Y. Philharmonic drew 18,000, 
almost a record turnout. 

A sucker for rich cheeses and 
wine, Charlie McDonald, RKO thea- 
tre division mgr., came back from 
Europe with much weight added. 

Emmett R. Callahan, long in 
show biz as theatre manager and 
producer, now associate house man- 
ager with Billy Rose’s Aquacade. 

Henry Jaffe, AFRA, AGMA and 
SAG attorney, will fly to Honolulu 
for a month’s stay when the current 
Four A’s-AFA tangie is concluded. 

Edgar Bergen (Charlie McCarthy) 
almost topped the visiting royalty 
for excitement at the World’s Fair, 
Monday (10). Back to the Coast 
now. 

Roberta Becker, of the Maurice 
Evans office, due back Monday (17) 
from the Coast with her sister, Mar- 
garet Becker, of the George Abbott 
office. 

Charles Ballance, general manager 
in India for Paramount, is in N. Y. 
for homeoffice confabs. Plans to be 
in the U. S. until the end of this 
month, 

Elsa Lanchester (Mrs. Charles 
Laughton) arrived from Europe 
Monday (10) to join Laughton on the 
Coast. Leaves for the west today 
(Wed.). 

Henry Gordon, Paramount's Cen- 
tral America manager, in for confab 
at home office. He planed up from 

1exico City, where he has been 
Visiting. 

The Little Jack Littles, who al- 
ready have a 17-month old daughter, 
adopted from the Cradle in Chicago, 
are arranging for the adoption of < 

by boy. 

Neil Humphrey, son of William 
,_umphrey, who owns all the thea- 
‘res in Trinidad, British Guiana and 

bados, in New York to look over 
the shows. 
ial success note: Jack Kapp, 
a Recording prez, won a rhumba 
contest at the Beverly Hills hotel 
where he’s sojourning this summer 
©n Coast biz. 

Bill Rodgers, Ed Hatrick and Har- 
vey Day found it too hot to continue 
me golf Saturday (8), so went to 

e Empire racetrack to wrestle 
with the ponies. 

Not seen since 


the American 
Legion convention 


invaded New 








{ 
York are those early a.m. drunks. | 
They're back again—World’s Fair 
whooper-uppers, 
Even the so-called 
not helping the Times square 
eateries. Only Childs and the Auto- 
mats get ’em—seemingly the slim- 
budgeters are sure of those prices. 
Jock Whitney, now on the Coast, 
will get his first look at ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ since his return rom Eu- 
rope, which is one of the reasons for 
his present trip. He returns to N.Y. | 
Friday (14). 
Kar] Hoblitzelle, head of the Inter- | 
state Circuit, has leased the Colleen | 
Moore home in Beverly Hills once | 
again for the summer and is joining | 
Mrs. Hoblitzelle on the Coast for a/ 
rest until Sept. 15. 
John Steinberg motoring back to | 
Hollywood with his son. First | 
gander at N.Y. in four years. Under | 
his sellout deal of the Victor Hugo, | 
Bevhills, he can’t return to L.A.| 
restaurant field until November. 
Influx of out-of-town visitors to/| 
the Fair is reflected by the NBC ra-| 
dio studio tours, long a barometer | 
of summer crowds to N.Y. Business | 
over July 4 weekend was nearly | 
twice that for the comparable 1938 
weekend. 


‘cheap’ trade 








Paris 

Pola Negri in from Berlin. 

The Irving Netchers back from 
Tahiti. | 

Helen Flint, M-G contractee, here | 
vacationing. 

Charlie Chaplin gala given at Cite | 
Universitaire. 

Michael Arlen in from Athens, en- 
route to London. 

Talk about reopening Theatre des 
Champs Elysees in fall for legit. 

Henry Mascaras, Paramount agent 
in Morocco, given Legion of Honor. | 

Bill O’Brien, formerly in charge of 
Pathe here, now with Universal 
newsreel. 

George Canty returned to diplo- | 





matic service after two years with |7 
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London =e 


Henry Sherek to Paris. 

Anthony Vivian (Elliott & Vivian) 
plan six-week vacation in Italy. 

London Palladium’s new ‘Crazy 
Show’ set for opening Sept. 11. 


Alec Rea_ will present ‘Jupiter | 
Laughs,’ A. J. Cronin’s new play. 


Toy and Wong last-minute addition 
to cast of Jack Hylton’s Palladium 
show. ‘Band Waggon.’ 


Noel Carter and Billy Vine are 
doubling at the London Casino and 
Prince of Wales’ theatre. 

Harry Foster has fixed Jack Du- 
rant for new floor show of London | 
Casino, opening Aug. 7.. 

Lee Mortimer in town to see his 
missus, Una Wyte, currently appear- 
ing at Cocoanut Grove nitery. 


Arthur Dent slipped away quietly | 





| to be married, and spent his honey- 


moon touring the English lakes. 

Joe Peterman, 65, oldtime come- 
dian and originator of touring revues 
in England, died in North of Eng- 
land. 

George Graves, veteran comedian, 
out of ‘Me and My Girl’ cast at Vic- 
toria Palace, and off to Madeira for 
a vacation. 

Wilfred Macartney’s novel, ‘Walls 
Have Mouths,’ to be adapted into 
play, with Joyce & Selznick dicker- | 
ing for West End rights. 

Paul Derval, head of Folies Ber- | 
gere, Paris, after Marlene Dietrich 
for next ‘Folies’ show in October. 
and said to be offering her $5,000 per 


week, 
| West End picture theatre man- 


|} agers to form own guild, with mem- 
| bers flashing diplomas that - their 
| houses are immune from seat-price | 
| juggling. 
| Worton Hall Film studios, former- 
| ly owned by Criterion Films, being 
dickered for by Aldwych Films, 
newly formed company headed by 
Reginald Fogwell. 

London Casino announces two new 
Parisian revues, to be presented Aug. | 
departure from the present 


Universal. policy will be entirely different re- 
Jean Gabin leaving for Brest; vues for the dinner and supper 
shortly to start ‘Remorques’ (‘Drag- | Shows. 


ging’), dedicated to lifesavers, from 
Roger Vercel’s novel. 

Tilly Losch here enroute to Lon- 
don for her painting exposition, fol- 
lowed by second one in Paris if 
critics are kind with first. 

Myrna Loy, hubby Arthur Horn- 
blow, Jr., cavorted about the capital 
with Mr. and Mrs. Frank Farley of 
Paramount during stay here. 


Yale University Glee Club gave 
first concert of European tour at 
Sorbonne Amphitheatre, with Am- 
bassador William C. Bullitt present. 

Leftist writer Andre Malraux, who 
fought in Spanish civil war and 
wrote book, ‘Espoir’ (‘Hope’), on it, 
has finished picture version of his 
book. 

Robert Pizani just signed option 
with 20th to do Offenbach, with Lily 
Pons in role of Hortense Schneider. 
Pizani has done Offenbach in French 
legit and cinema. 

Jean Cocteau banquetted at Max- 
im’s for his success, ‘Le Parents Ter- 
ribles.” His next will be ‘La Machine 
a Ecrire’ ‘The Typewriter,’ all about 
anonymous letters. 

Henry R. Luce presented with 
5,000,000-franc (about $135,000) suit 
upon his arrival here by Syndicat de 
la Presse Parisienne for attack on 
the French press, published in a May 
issue of his Time mag. Wrote “The 
Paris press has long been the sewer 
of world journalism. Few are Pari- 
sian newsmen who cannot be bought, 
rare is the newspaper unwilling to 
be subsidized.’ 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 





Dick Berger attending ‘School for 
Expectant Fathers’ at Si. Louis) 
county hospital. 

Evelyn Moser, former Muny Opera 
chorus girl, off to join ‘Leave It to 
Me’ cast in New York. 

Al Tucker orch, Coyita Bunch and 
Dave Wright featured at Steeple- 
chase lounge, Hotel Chase. 

Republic exchange undergoing 
facelifting. Barney Rosenthal and 
Natt Seinberg supervising. 

‘The Mercnant of Yonkers,’ on 
sked of Town Square theatre, will 
be presented six times starting July 
21 


M. L. A. Bonero, general manager 
of Ansell Bros. circuit, in New York 
on a combined pleasure and business 
trip. 

Trae Soitiea has acquired 35-acre 
tract in North St. Louis that he in- 
tends developing into an amusement 


ark. 
F ‘A Night at the Moulin Rouge’ has 
been booked for December showing 
at American theatre, town’s sole 
legiter. 

Gordon Carter, director of Civic 


Theatre, Inc., strawhatter, casting 
‘Missouri Legend’ for opening 
July 18. 


Charlotte S’Renco, daughter of 
Ruby S’Renco, operator of screening 
room on film row, wed to Joe Katz, 
trucker. 

Pete Holmes, who worked in local 
b.o.s., new sec-treas of the Niagara 
Racing Association, currently hold- 
ing meet at Ft. Erie, Ontario. 

William Lynn played role of 
‘Joachim’ in ‘Waltz Drearn’ at Mu- 


Beatrice Lillie will stay at Cafe de 
Paris till it closes first week in| 
August, making eight weeks instead | 
of original contract of four. She re- 
turns in September to reopen the 
spot, just as she did last year. 

Joseph & Oliver, who were to take | 
over the Rialto for Continental pic- | 
tures, have pulled out. They found | 
that London County Council is de- 
manding structural alterations to | 
house involving cost of $30,990. 

‘Behold the Bride,’ the Sherek- | 
Arnold play starring Luise Rainer, | 


weeks. Theatre and principals will 
probably be asked to take cuts. 
Next Ealing production to take the 


Robert Stevenson screen version of 
the stage success, ‘Goodness, How 
Sad,’ which title will be changed. 
‘Goodness’ written by Robert Morley. 

‘Quiet Wedding,’ which closed at 
Piccadilly July 1 after seven weeks, 
following its earlier run at Wynd- 
ham’s, has been succeeded by revival 
of ‘Spring Meeting,’ which ran for 
ares months at the Ambassadors in 

Rubye Colleano quitting the 
Maurice Colleano act and returns to 
Australia as a single as Rubye 
Browne, her former _ moniker. 
Maurice Colleano and. company to 
Italy for month of July, then returns 
to America after absence of five 


| with the hospice since day it opened 


24 years ago. Walsh also celebrated 
his 71st birthday. 

Selma Amansky, wife of Saul Cas- 
ton, assistant Philly orchestra con- 
ductor, left for Coast concert work 
last week. Bob Gomberg, fiddier 
with the orchestra, has sailed for 
Finland and Russia. 


Juan Arvizu, South American 
tenor, guest of RCA in Camden for 
a day last week while en route from 
Mexico City to New Yc k for an 


appearance on the RCA Victor In- | 


ternational short-wave broadcast to 
the southern continent. 





Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 





Maria Merci a visitor. 

Tuskegee Quintet at Lutherland. 

Russell Bros. circus here July 21. 

Camerons entertained at the Ont- 
wood, Mt. Pocono. 

Donlin’s Pennsylvanians play each 
weekend in the terrace ballroom of 
Pocono Manor inn, 

Jan Krupa takes his Hammond or- 
gan to Atlantic City after closing 
Saturday (15) in the Penn-Stroud 


! grill. 


Jack Sontag’s Scranton band the 
attraction at Billy Loughran’s club, 
on the Lackawanna trail near Toby- 
hanna. 

Ian Hay’s ‘Bachelor Born’ starts the 


11th season for the Buck Hill Players | 


on July 14. Cornelia Stabler Gillam 
directs. 


Connie Anderson, former arranger 


for Harry Reser’s old Cliquot club 
Eskimos, summering at his mother’s | 
home near Reeders. 

Radio columnist-songwriter Nick | 
Kenny and Hotel Astor’s R. L. Chris- | 
tenberry contemplate matching div- | 


Hollywood 


Chester Morris back to work after 
illness. 

Cecilia Parker to hospital for ton< 
silectomy. 
{| Mary Boland 
laryngitis. 

Loyd Wright recevering from ap- 
pendectomy. 

Enid Parrish granted divorce from 
| Henry Spitz. 

Edwin Carewe recuperating after 
heart attack. 
George Weeks looking over Mono- 
| gram product. 

Erman Pessis joined the 
Hawks agency. 

Bing Crosby at Rancho Santa Fe 
for the summer. 

Harry Shannon here on vacation 
from Broadway. 

Casey Robinson back to work after 
vacation abroad. 
| Cliff Reid, Jr., joined 
production staff. 
| Charles Einfeld’s home robbed of 
furs worth $5,000. 
Stella Unger touring film studios 
for Glamour mag. 

Cartoonist Rube Goldberg visiting 
the Marx brothers. 

Johnny Mack Brown 
champ at Universal. 

William Levy in from London to 
inspect cartoon crop. 

George McKays celebrated 30th 
| wedding anniversary. 
| Olivia de Havilland 
first citizenship papers. 

Gene Towne dictating script in bed 
after appendix operation. 





recovering from 





William 





Republic's 


new tennis 


applied for 





Frank Ortega in from South 
America to gander studios. 
Flora Robson checked in from 


London for role at Warners. 
Louis B. Mayer hosted Gov. Her- 
bert B. O’Connor of Maryland. 
Julian Blaustein hooked up with 





floor will be the new Clive Brook- | 


ots on the Shawnee course next 
weekend while sojourning at Buck- 


| wood Inn, Shawnee-on-Delaware. 





Westport 


By Humphrey Doulens 


Mario Bragiotti has moved in. 

Stanley Joseloff in from the Coast. 

Ralph Lycett back from the mari- 
times. 

Helen Wills here. 
Schnitzer. 

Mrs. Henry Souvaine operated on 
for appendicitis. 

Theresa Helburn and Justin Sturm 
winners in mixed doubles. 

Jessie Royce Landis here for a 
few days en route to Skowhegan. 

Muriel Dickson off for St. Louis 


Ditto Germaine 


will stay after seven weeks, when! Municipal Opera and summer con- 
Library deal expires, for two more | cert dates. 


| Lillian and Dorothy Gish giving 
| the new Chekov school at Ridgefield 
| the once-over. 

Eugenie Leontovich working with 
Helen Jerome at Old Greenwich on 
‘Charlotte Corday.’ 

Lily Pons entertained for Fred 
and Ella Bradna when the Ringling 
circus played Bridgeport. 

Fredric March and Florence El- 
dridge begin commuting to ‘The 
American Way’ next week. 

Suzanne Browne, daughter of the 
late Porter Emerson Browne, wed to 
John Kuneau at Greenwich. 

Eleanor French is singing at Ross 
Fenton’s on the Jersey shore; Peggy 
French in stock at Great Neck. 

Homer Mason and Marguerite 
Keeler reviving their one-act 
‘Money, Money, Money,’ walked off 





years. 

Alexander Korda Film Produc- | 
tions, Ltd., has secured a loan of | 
$200,000, putting up as security the | 
negatives and prints of the recent 
‘The Four Feathers’ and all monies 
payable to the company for dis- 
tribution of the film. Bank of | 
America National Trust & Savings | 
Assn. of San Francisco is the lender. | 
Latter has also advanced $330,000 on | 
the same security. 


Philadelphia | 


By Herb Golden | 











| 

Chaney and Fox headed for the} 
Coast. 

M.c.s Bob Russell and Paul Taub- | 
man have penned a new tune, | 
‘Strange Faces.’ 

Ruth (Aronson) Duval, of the) 
Duval Sisters, shortly to become Mrs. | 
Edward I. Goldberg. 

Tommy Smith, program director | 
of WPEN, off on an auto trip vaca- 
tion to an undecided goal. 

Johnny Fortis has rejoined Meyer | 
Davis as arranger. Currently at The 
Dunes, Naragansett nitery. 

Wife of Joe Frasetto, orchestra 
leader, recuperating from _ serious 
operation in Chester, Pa., hospital. 

Mary Binney Montgomery group 
to present new baliet, ‘Joseph and 
His Brethren,’ at the Dell July 26. 

Rex Riccardi, secretary of the Mu- 
Sicians’ local, named as one of the 
five national AFM reps to the AFL. 

Half dozen houses of Morris Wax 
and similar number in which Abe 
Sablosky has an interest have taken 
on new RCA sound service. 

Charlotte Kay, of the Three Top- 
pers, warbler with Jan Savitt until 
recently, to wed Dr. Ben Brosiow, 
of Franklinville, N. J.. in the fall. 
Howard Hohl, Adelphia manager, 


| 
j 





nicipal theatre despite three broken 
ribs suffered in fall in shower, 


tossed a shindig for Marty Walsh, 
Hawaiian Roof waiter, who has been 





with the Westport Celebrities Revue 
Sunday night. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Mort England and Chuck Shannon 
both deserted bachelor ranks. 

Dad Peacock, veteran Harris man- 
ager, spending the summer in Eu- 
rope. 

Bill Marshall’s vocalist, Barbara 
Bush, practicing to get a pilot's li- 
cense. 

Sally Starr in from New York to 
spend a couple of weeks with her 
family. 

Madeline Skelly Foust off for a 
month’s tour of the eastern straw- 
hat circuit. 

Ina Ray Hutton in town listening 








at Local 60. 
Stanley manager Charlie Eagle 
coming along all right after intesti- 


| nal operation. 


Flock of conventions have nitery 
operators preparing for their biggest 
July in years. 

Bob Hopes (Dolores Reade) here 
for few days visiting Dr. and Mrs. 
Leonard Arons, 

Maurice Spitalnys have announced 
engagement of their daughter, Jean, 
to Morton Fiedler. 

Jimmy Emert, who recently left 
Bob Crosby’s band, has joined the 
Bunny Berigan outfit. 

John Hardgrove here from Colum- 
bus filling in for vacationing Charlie 
Kurtzman at the Penn, 

Louise Crumpton has quit piano- 
loging at Playhouse grill to get her 
health back at Cape May. 

Bill Finkel’s lad, Bob, apprentic- 
ing at the Wharf theatre in Prov- 
incetown for second year. 

_Jack Stern, the Earl Mellen bas- 
sist, and Betty Rhodes have an- 
nounced their engagement. 


| MCA Artists, Ltd., as associate. 

Monte and Helene Samuels ducked 
New Orleans heat for a Coast siesta. 

Florence George and _ Everett 
Crosby back from European honey- 
moon. 

Alice Hughes in Hollywood digging 
up personality yarns for N. Y. Jour- 
nal-American. 

George Fitzpatrick looking over 
Hollywood* studios for his Austra- 
lian Film Weekly. 
| Jack Warner, Jr., in from Phila- 
|delphia_to attend wedding of his 
cousin, Betty Warner. 
| Howard Benedict back from Balti- 
|more where he took a _ physical 


| 


| checkup in Johns Hopkins hospital. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 











Harry French, Paramount district 
manager, in for two days. 

Jerry Bahner, from Des Moines, 
| new Par ad sales’ manager. 
| Moe Levy in on tour of Fox ex- 
| changes for S. R. Kent drive. 
| Lennie Gruenberg, RKO salesman, 
in from St. Louis with the missus 
for a visit. 

Gordon Greene in Chicago lining 
up acts for the Minnesota theatre’s 
reopening. 

Twin City Variety club holds an- 
nual golf tournament at Oak Ridge 
country club this week. 

William McFarland, Jr., learning 
about film business in his dad's Na- 
tional Screen exchange. 

Minneapolis Symph’s summer sea- 
son of ‘Nights in Vienna’ so success- 
ful it will be made annual affair. 

Bill Classen, 20th-Fox ad sales 
manager, recuperating from minor 
ailment in Northwestern hospital. 

Moe Levy and Roger Ferri here 
formulating plans for this year's 
S. R. Kent drive which former will 
lead. 

Hale Cavanagh in from California 
to handle publicity for the Minne- 
sota theatre, which reopens next 
month. 

Cab Calloway booked for late 
summer engagement at Orpheum, 
following Rudy Vallee and Paul 
Whiteman. 

Joe Floyd and Morris Levinger. of 
the Hollywood theatre, Sioux Falls, 
S. D., made front page by rescuing 
a car crash victim. 

Mel Evidon and Joe Jacobs, Co- 
lumbia branch managers in Des 
Moines and Omaha, respectively, 
spent weekend here. 

Harry Sherman making Minneapo- 
lis his headquarters vhile he dis- 
tributes the Louis-Galento fight pic- 








| to an all-male swing band recruited | tures in the territory. 





Chicago 
Dorothy Lee in the ‘One for the 
Money’ cast. 
Mary McCormic accepting a few 
vocal students. 
Al Borde back from New York 
and a talent hunt. 
Ned Alvord still setting the natives 
atwitter with that frock coat pro- 
duction. 
Walter Zivi washing up the third 
act of his comedy on Chi Greenwich 
Village. 
With the Chez Park dark. Ted 
Weber handling press for the Cleve- 
land-Buffalo boat line. 
Joe Glazer has suits parked in 
New York, Chicago and Hollywood 
so he won't have to carry luggage. 
Thoda Cocroft figures she has at 
least two winners in the line-up of 
six legit shows listed for tryouts at 
her strawhat Coach House in Ocono- 
mowoc. 
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OBITU 


MRS. SARAH C, PETTIT 

Mrs. Sarah C. Pettit, one of Pitts- 
burgh’s’ best-known playwrights, 
died in that city last Friday (7) at the 
Magee hospital after a three-week 
illness. A member of a pioneer 
Pittsburgh family, her maternal an- 
cestry dating back to the Quakers 








who settled in New Jersey in 1679, 
she was the author of more than 25 | 
plays, most of which were presented | 
by little theatre groups, and only | 
recently won first prize in a national 
radio play contest sponsored by the | 
League of American Pen Women. 

. Her latest drama, ‘Haunted 
Houses,’ was published only a short 
time ago and is scheduled for pres- 
entation this fall by several ama- 
teur groups. One of the most ac- 
tive members of the Pittsburgh 
Drama League, Mrs. Pettit also be- 
longed to the international Dickens 
Feltowship, for which she adapted 
several English plays. She leaves 
One son, one sister and one brother. 





MARIE HUBERT FROHMAN 


Marie Hubert Frohman, legitimate 
theatre star of 50 years ago and 
widow of .producer Gustave Froh- 
man, died July 4 at her home in 
Bronxville, N. Y. 

Mrs. Frohman appeared in pro- 
ductions by Lester Wallack, David 
Beiasco and her husband, but is 
best remembered for her perform- 
ances of several seasons in ‘The 
Witch’ and ‘May Blossom.’ Retiring 
early in her career, Mrs. Frohman 
turned to writing plays and film 
scenarios under the name Louis de 
Coucy. 

Surviving are a brother and two 
sons, one of whom is Lt. Col. Louis 
H. Frohman, New York advertising 
executive. 


MRS. MARY DOOLEY 


Mrs. Mary Dooley, mother and 

wife in a family of stage veterans, 
died Friday (7) in Upper Darby, Pa. 
Bhe was 78 on July 4.. 
’ Four of Mrs. Dooley’s children 
were on the stage. Her three sons, 
Billy, Johnny and Gordon Dooley, 
all dead now, were straight dancers, 
parodists of dancing and acrobatic 
dancers. Her daughter, Ray, for a 
while worked with the brothers, 
then achieved top billing on her 
Own as a comedienne and acrobatic 
dancer. She is now the wife of 
Eddie Dowling. Mrs. Dooley’s hus- 
band, dead 14 years, was also in the 
theatre. A grand-daughter, Mary, 
about 18, is the offspring of Johnny 
Dooley and Yvette Rugel, still ac- 
tive professionally in cafes. 





ALFRED L. DENNIS 


Alfred L. Dennis, executive of 
several New Jersey musical organi- 
gations, who precipitated a contro- 
versy last fall by protesting the 
swinging of classics on the radio, 
died in Newark, July 5. 


Denunciation by Dennis, a stock, 


broker, caused the FCC to issue an 
order urging a ‘high degree of dis- 
crimination’ in the treatment of 
elassical compositions. 

Dennis was treasurer of the New- 
@rk Music Festival Association and a 
director of the Newark Symphony 
orchestra. 





HUGO BACH 

Hugo Bach, 70, noted Milwaukee 
musician, died July 4 at his home in 
that city after a long illness. Bach, 
a cellist, was forced by illness to re- 
sign as conductor of the Wisconsin 
Symphony Orchestra in 1937, and 
also from the Pabst theatre orchestra 
there. He was the first to organize 
a large orchestra for the old But- 
terfly theatre, Milwaukee, now the 
site of the Warner theatre. Survived 
by two sisters. 





JOHN A. FITZSIMMONS 
John A. Fitzsimmons, father of 
Francis Fitzsimmons, of KDKA, 
Pittsburgh, press department, died 
in Mayview Hospital there last week 
of a heart attack. He was at one 
time with the Pittsburgh bureau of 
the United Press. 
Two daughters also survive. 





WILL S. HARDY 

Will S. Hardy, 65, orchestra leader 
during the early years of the cen- 
tury, died July 10 in his home at 
Oak Bluffs, Mass. 

He had been in ill health since 
suffering a shock two years ago. 

From 1900 to shortly before the 
World War, Hardy’s orchestra was 
known to all dance enthusiasts in 
central Massachusetts. He was a pi- 
anist and composer. In recent years 
he conducted an orchestra in Oak 


ARIES 


Bluffs and managed the Tivoli Dance } 
Hall there until forced to retire be-- 


cause of illness. i 





ANNA McGEE 
Anna McGee, veteran film inspec- | 
tor, died at her home in Pittsburgh 
last week of cancer. Last employed 


| at the Columbia exchange, where | 


she was head of the inspection de- 
partment, 

Miss McGee quit because of ill- 
ness some time ago and has been ail- | 
ing ever since. 





KATHERINE FLEMING 

Katherine Fleming Hinrichs, 68, 
former opera and concert singer, 
died in Norristown, Pa., Monday 
(10). Mrs. Hinrichs sang many con- 
tralto roles in operas directed by her 
husband, Gustav. 
As Katherine Fleming, she sang 
with the Metropolitan Opera com- 
pany at the beginning of the present 
century. Before’ that she was a 
member of an opera company in 
Philadelphia organized and directed 
by her husband, who survives her. 





BORIS THOMASHEFSKY 
Boris Thomashefsky, 71, leading 
player and personality in the Yiddish 
theatre, which he introduced in 
America, died Sunday (9) in New 
York. He was a producer, author of 
several hundred plays, theatre op- 
erator and introduced many later 
well-known theatrical figures to this 
country. 

Details in the legit section. 





ELWOOD GRAY 
Elwood (Woodie) Gray, 45, died 
July 4 of heart failure at the Vet- 
eran’s Hospital, Kingsbridge road, 
Bronx. He was assistant stage mana- 
ger cf musicals presented at the 
Music Box, N. Y. 

For the past three years he was 
in charge of entertainment at the 
N. Y. state reformatory. Several 
relatives including a son in Califor- 
nia, survive. 





MAURIE STAUB 
Maurie Staub, 42, music publisher 
professional man, died in Chicago 
July 9 of a brain tumor. He had 
been associated with the Mills Mu- 
sic firm out of Chicago for the past 
10 years, most of the time on the 
road throughout the midwest. Pre- 
viously had been with Irving Berlin 
office. 
Widow survives. 
delphia. 


Burial in Phila- 





GEORGE STONE 

George Stone, 61, former actor, 
died Monday (10) in a cafe which 
he — at Baldwin Long Island, 
N. Y. 

Stone and his wife, Etta Pillard, 
were in vaudeville for a number of 
years. He also played the lead in 
‘The Wizard of Oz’ (no relative of 
Fred Stone, who played same part) 
and in ‘Babes in Toyland.’ 





HOWARD E. BALLMAN 

Howard E. Ballman, 37, co-man- 
ager of the Baden, North St. Louis 
nabe, died in St. Louis from gall 
bladder infection. A former lieu- 
tenant in the U. S. Navy, Ballman 
was twice cited within a year for 
meritorious service in saving life 
at sea. He resigned from the Navy 
four years ago. 

Widow, a son and parents survive. 





ALBERT E. MILLIGAN 

Albert E. Milligan, 79, theatre 
operator, died at Schuylerville, N. Y., 
last Wednesday (5). He operated 
the old Opera House, the Liberty 
theatre and old Majestic here. At 
one time he operated a theatre in 
the Town Hall, Saratoga Springs. 

Several children survive. 





AMY GOODRICH PRICE 





Amy Goodrich Price, 50, retired 
stage actress and wife of Hal Price, 
film actor died July 5 in Hollywood. 





Alden Fidler, 39, projectionist for 
Civic and West theatres, Wichita, 
Kan., died of a heart attack there Sat- 
urday (8). Fidler was also a news- 
reel cameraman and photographer, 
often filming scenes for major news- 
reel companies around Wichita. 





Charles Marchant, 49, stage man- 
ager of Shea’s theatre, Erie, Pa., 
died in Erie, July 3. Brother, of 
Chicago, also a stage technician, 
survives, as do his widow and four 
children, 


-_—— 


Mother, 64, of Paul Beisman, man- 





ager of American theatre and St: 


m | Louis Municipal Theatre Association, | 


died in her sleep last week, heart 
trouble attributed cause. 





Mother, 69, of Helen Traubel, Met- 
ropolitan prima donna, died in San 
Antonio at the home of her son, 
Walter. In her earlier years Mrs. 
Traubel was a w.k. St. Louis singer. 





Giuseppe Saccone, 49, voice coach, 
former opera singer and cousin of 


the late Enrico Caruso, died July 5 | 


in Hollywood after an operation. His 
widow and a son survive. 





Mother, 51, of William A. (Billy) 
Ambrose, Jr., dancer, died July 3 at 
her home in Youngstown, O. Son 
is now on a dance tour in Europe. 





Mrs. Esther Ragland, 27, vaude 
whistler for years and who did 
whistling numbers in ‘Snow White,’ 
dieed July 6 in Los Angeles. 





Hugo Bach, 70, ’cellist and band 
director, died July 4 in Milwaukee. 
Two sisters survive. 





Mrs. Herimena Keil, sister of 
Gene West, songwriter, died in New 
Orleans July 6. 





MARRIAGES 


Billie Murphy to Harry Fischbeck, 
in Hollywood, July 5. Groom is 
Paramount cameraman, 


Lela Osbern to Edgar Anderson, 
in Las Vegas, Nev., July 4. Bride 
is a radio singer. He’s a film di- 
rector. 


Mari Virginia Bishop to Harlow 
Wilcox, in Reno, Nev., July 5. Groom 
is radio announcer. 


Marjorie Speaker to Edward F. 
Morton, July 5, in Kenosha, Wis. 
Groom is ass’t manager of Orpheum 
theatre there. 


Darleen V. Olson to J. Elwin Mad- 
rell, July 6, in Madison, Wis. Groom 
is with WOC, Davenport, Ia. 


Florence Snyder to John LaDue, 
in Akron, O., June 17. LaDue is 
manager of Warner Strand in Ak- 
ron, and bride is former cashier, 

Virginia Graney to James Laux, 
in Pittsburgh, July 12. He’s man- 
ager of Harris-Mt. Oliver theatre, 
Pitt. 


Miriam Kean to Mort England, in 
Philadelphia, July 1. He’s an indie 
distributor in Pittsburgh. 


Betty Howell to Bob Colvig, in 
Oregon City, Ore., July 5. He’s an- 
nouncer at KOIN, Portland. 


Corynn Kiehl to Wilfrid M. Cline, 
in Las Vegas, Nev., July 4 He’s 
cameraman for Technicolor, 

Evalyn Evans Thompson to C. 
Merwin Dobyns in Los Angeles 
July 1. He’s owner and general 
manager of Station KGER, Long 
Beach, Calif.; she’s non-pro. 

Joan Whitney to Robert Ridgeley 
Allison in Atlantic City, N. J., July 
5. She’s Joan Bennett’s stand-in; 
he’s a film production assistant. 

Evelyn Rothwell to John Barbi- 
rolli in London July 5. He's con- 
ductor of the New York Philhar- 
monic Symphony Orchestra. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs, John Beeston, Jr., 
son, in Des Moines, June 30. Father 
is research engineer for WHO, Des 
Moines. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Melloch, son, in 
Des Moines, June 29. Father is 
transmitter engineer for WHU, Des 
Moines. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Meakin, son, in 
New York, June 28. Mother is 
Patricia Norman, songstress; father 
is an arranger-conductor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Schaefer, 
daughter, in Hollywood, July 4. 
Father is Warners foreign publicity 
head, 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Flagle, son, in 
Dayton, O., July 3. Parents are both 
circus midgets. 

Mr. and Mrs. Everett Tomilson, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, July 4. 
Father is radio writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Olson, son, in 
Mason City, Ia., June 29. Father is 
operator with KGLO, Mason City. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ira Sherman, son, 
in New York, July 10. Father is 
feature editor of Transradio Press; 
mother formerly circulation man- 
ager of All-Wave Radio magazine. 

Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Midgley, Jr., 
son, in New York, July 6. Father is 
time buyer for Batten, Barton, Dur- 
stine and Osborne, N.Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard R. Good- 
man, girl in New York July 6. 
Father is sales manager of Warners’ 
advertising accessories dept. 

Mr. and Mrs, Edward Cooke, son, 
in Los Angeles, July 9. Father is 
office manager of the Universal Ex- 





change there. 
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Bills Next Week 











_ Marty Burke Ore 

| Bonnie Stowart 
Patty La Verne 

| Mary Ellen 

Wagon Wheel 

Al Wilson 

Bella Belmont 

Henry Kramer 

Joe O'Shea 

Al Bastian Ore 


Athletic Club 
Hal Munro Ore 
Chet & Marcia 

Bert Phillip’s 


Imp Pep Babler O 
| Ethel Seidei 


Don Pedro Orc 


Cardinal Club 
Jay Burt Orc 

Chateau Club 
Stan Jacobsen Ore 
Belva White 
Magley Gis 
Ginger & Alma 
Johnny Poat 


7 Thelma Ward 


Lane Arnold 
Chet Boswell 
Prosper & Maret 
Chez Paree 
Wally Valentine 
Orc 
Clover Club 
Harry Weber Ore 
Marge Young 
Eleanor Gail 
Flo Radke 
Don Kranich 
Margo 
Peggy Hall 
June Cole 
Eva Thornson 
Club Forest 
Virginia Grey 
Berdine Dickson 
Helen Kaye 
Vera Welsh 
Mickey Goldman 
Club Madrid 
Jimmy Rotas Ore 
Jack Spangler 
Selby 2 
Janette Reid 
Millie Grosse 
Club Milwaukean 
Otto Richter Orc 


Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett Orc 


Club Terris 


Gordon Genschore 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Kathleen Kaye 
Dale & Dale 
Jean Renard 
June Hurley 
Congo Club 
Christine Mayberry 
Irma Wagner 
Yvonne Broadway 
Cristana Buckner 
Morton Brown 
Leonafd Gay Ore 


Cornies Ship 
Ben Boe Ore 
Bobbie Stuart 
Ralph Lewis 
Ralley & Lamarr 
Bert Gilbert 
Fadya Kubikoft 

Devines Eagles 
Billy Baer Ore 
Bob Garrity Ore 
Gloria Gale 

Mamie’s Grotto 
Gus Brhley Ore 
Virg Hoffman 

Hotel Schroeder 

(Empire Room) 
Red Roberts Ore 
Mabel Drake 

Karl Ratsch’s 
Sepple Boch Ore 
Helene Sturn 
Walter Merhoff 
Marguerite Dibble 

oe Larsen’s 
Ray Meadows Ore 

Last Round Up 
Jimmy Raye Ore 
Ken Keck 

Lindy’s 
Billy Herbert 
Marty Hoff 
Victor 

Log Cabin 
Carl Bergman Ore 

Miami Club 
Peggy Lynn 
Donnie Davis 
Joe Rio 
Yvonne & Everett 
Evelyn Nesbit 
Ray Martell 
Jay & Lucille 
4 Queens 
Peggy Geary 
Gene Emerald 
Johnny Davis Ore 

Modernistic 
Glen Gray Ore 
Len Esche 
Maureen Rosay 
Steve Swedis Ore 


Anchorage 
Hughie Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Arlington Lodge 
Kier Morrison Orc 


Balconades 
Clyde Knight Ore 
Janet Lee 


Bill Green’s 
Jack McLean Ore 
Tommy Cunn’gham 
3 Jacks 
Howdy Snortland 
Stormy Gormely 
Don Gilbert 

Crest 
Lee Zorn Ore 
June Gardner 
Jack Rodgers 
Carnevale Puppets 

Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Orc 





(Continued from page 46) 


Weber's Hof Brau 
(Camden) 

(ise Hart 

Rudy Bruder 

Jules Flacco Ore 

Helen Worthington 

Varsity Coeds (8) 

Vespers 

J & T Shellenh'’mer 

Eldoradians 


Yacht Club 





Jimmy Balley 
Kitty Helmling Orc 


MILWAUKEE 


Oasis 
Leo Shaw Ore 
Snooks Hartman 
Old Heidelberg 
Eddie Zipp Ore 
Donna LuPau 
Ria De Vere 


Blatzs Palm Garden| Peggy Hall 


St Clair & Durand 
Nonie Morrison 
Louis Streeter 
Bobbie Kae 


Paris 


Joe Gumin Ore 
Keuny Kay 
Little Ray 
Bill Davidson 


Plantation Club 
Bert Bailey Ore 
Mary Webb 


Plantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Hunky Brown 
Buddy Tenier 

3 Jokers 


Rendezvous 


Bob Matheson Orc 
Grace Brown 
Rendezvous 12 
La Nore Sis 
Marge O'Brien 
Helen Shower 
Evelyn Parr 
Jerry Lynn 
Billy Lamont 
Reno 
Biff Blake Oro 
Vivian Hotter 
Rusty Banks 
Ann Gregg 
Alma Williams 
Helen Claire 
Jean Hamilton 
Romona Brownvill 


Scaler’s 


George Wald Ore 
Marie Kecky 
Jessie & Viola 
Dorothy Hamiltos 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 


706 Club 


Babe Laway Ore 
Teddy Capp 


Schwarts 


Henry Busse Orc 
Ray Wick 

Irene Griggs 
Claude Parmenter 


Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 


State Gardens 


Earl Rigg Ore 
Irene Schrank 
Anita Allen 
Rose Marie 
June Herman 
Eddie Kube 
Flo Bell 
Betty Lene 
Jean Jacques 
Jack & Jill 
Strand Annex 
Simeon Philipoft 
Bert Snyder 
Elburta Johnson 
Billie Lamont 


Sunset Club 
Eddie Apple 
Tie Top Tap 


Joey Feldstein Ore 
Ken Leslie 

Billy Gray 

Jerry Bergen 
Emma Galder 
Betty Jerome 
Natalie & Howard 
Betty Robin 

Edith Griffith 


Town and Country 
Club 


Tinney Liveng’d Ore 
Larry Powell 
Trene Burke 
Helen Savage 
Joan Rogers 
Mignon 
Rags Gallagher 
Joan Harris 
June Cole 
Toy’s 
Case Landis Ore 
26th & North Club 
Kay Crandell Ore 
Wirth’s Futuristic 
Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 
Vallie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 
Wisconsin Roof 
Bernie Young Ore 
M Merrymaker Orc 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Beguette 
Zunker Gardens 
Lyle Stann Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Club Carlton 
Neil Brant 
Di Carmo 
Nita Norman 


Cork and Bottle 


Carla Moore 
Nick Parillo 


Eddie Peyton's 


Mike Peyton 
Bertha Muller 


El Congo 


King Bass Ore 
Tondelayo & Lopez 
Grant Page 

Nick Brooks 

Ruth Baker 

Hazel Calloway 
Billie McAllister 


Evergreen Gardens 


George Baurer Orc 
Billy Sloan 





Sally Palmer 
Sherry Lane 


Hotel Henry 
Dale Harkness Orc 


Hotel Jacktown 
Freddy Castle Ore 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Bon Aire 3 

Hotel Schenley 
Howard Baum Ore 
Buzz Aston 
Jack Rogers 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Billy Catizone 
Harry Martin 
Johnny Fritz 
Al Diternia 

Italian Gardens 
Etz! Covato Ore 
Bernie Perella 
Michael Strange 
Johnny Morris 
Dick Smith 
Betty Nylander 
Larry & Davis 
Nora Lewis 

Kennywood 
George Hall Ore 
Dolly Dawn 
Johnny Guarerni 
George Paxton 
Tony Mottola 
Albanis 
Monterey 

Billy Springer Orc 


New Penn 


Henry Blauth Ore 
Marty Miller 


Nixon Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 


Bob Carter 
Sybil Roth 


Bubettes 


Eric Correa Ore 
Vernon & Vanoff 
Dorothy Wood 
Flo & Gloria Hart 
Celebrity Club 
Alan Gale 
Ben Tracey 
Frances Leslie 
Sonny & S Dahl 
Stewart Sis 
Ruthie Warren 
Eddy Bradd Ore 


Clicquot Club 
Alice Fields 


Alpine Village 
Otto Thurn Oro 
Robbins Family 
3 Freshmen 
Lonette Sisters 
Margaret Aemmer 
Herman Pirchner 


Avalon 


Hy Barron Ore 
Bessie Brown 
Thelma Sloe 
Bonnie LaVonne 
Deane & Thomas 
Dorothey Wayne 


Airway Club 


Troy Singer Ore 
Judy Black 


Cedar Country Club 
Frank Derrick Orc 
Monette Moore 
Slim Thomas 
Pedro & DeLors 
Myra Taylor 

Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Bloomfield & G 
Streamlined Sue 
Duke & Prince 
Dick Montgomery 
Helen Wiles 


Chateau 

Pete Geraci Ore 
Leon LeVerdie 
Art West 
Leon's line 

College Inn 
Norman Brill Ore 
Robbie Collins 
Jack Raynor 


Freddie’s Cafe 
Tony Emma Ore 
Enid Philipps 
Lyle Foster 
Eddie Barnes 
Texus Rockets 


Golden Glow 
Paul Simonetti Orc 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 


Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Harold Copeland 
Bill Lochman 
Gayle Gaylord 
Harry Meyers 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Lowry Clark Ore 
(Motor Bar) 
Vie Abbs Ore 


Chene-Trombley 
‘The Drunkard’ 
Marty Souther 
E A Ferguson 
Gertrude Winer 
Billy Morell 


Eastwood Gardens 


Woody Herman Orc 
Mary Ann McCall 
Imperial Club 

Florenza 
Chiquita 

Joyce Baker 
Marie Montague 
Norman Priest 
Nub Brown Orc 


Jefferson Beach 
Dick Barrie Orc 
Anita Boyer 
Eddie Metcalf 

Nebiolo’s 
Yevo & Doro 
Freddie Maher 
Di Giovanni 
Monty Wysong 
Ray Carlin Ore 

Northwood Inn 
Ted & Mary Taft 
El Cota 
Bea Lang 
Ben Young Ore 

Oasis 








Zang & Todd 

Maurine & Norva 

Angelo Di Palma 
Nut House 

5 Rhythmaniacg 

Boogy-Woogy 

Jack Lewis 

Zip Klein 

Reggie Dvorak 

Al Mercur 

Jim Buchanan 

Pines 

Lee Shelley Ore 

Paul Warner 

Aleece Graves 
Plaza Cafe 

Jimmy Peyton Ore 

Palmer & Morgan 

Dewey Moon 


toy Howard 
Chicquita 

Riviera 
Baron Elliott Ore 
Beverly Bennett 


UCnion Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 

Webster Hall 
Nelson Maples Ore 
Buzzy Kountz 
George Weber 
Buzz Mayer 

West View 
Fran Eichler Ore 
American Flyers 





Willows 
Bili Marshal! Ore 
Barbara Bush 
Howard Duiany 


Johnny Duffy 


ATLANTIC CITY 


George Scotti 
Edythe Fields 
Mike Keeley 

C Roberts Ore 
Joe Camoratta 
Bobby Varges 


Paddock Club 
Marie Kibbe 
Billie Harris 
President Hotel 
Lola King Ore 
Ritz Merry Go Rd 











Ken Conroy 


Nat Brandwynne O 
Dale Sherman 


CLEVELAND 


Hatton's Club 
T.enny Colyer 
Bob Armstrong 
Lois Miller 
Ruth Parker 

Hotel Allerton 
Sondra & J Steele 

Hotel Cleveland 
Gene Erwin Orc 
Walt Bergen Ore 

Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 
Babe Sherman 
Joe Rose 

Hotel Hollenden 
Bob Millar Ore 
Sammy Walsh 
Lois Kaye 
Top-Hatters 
Judy Janis 
Romany Three 

Hotel Statler 
C Hoagland Ore 
Jeanne Stewart 
Curtis Andrews 

Jack & Eddie's 
Chick Williams 
Arlene Rice Ore 
Vie Corpora 
Lindsay’s Sky-Club 
Poison Gardner 
Rita White 
Pearl De Luca 

Monaco’s Cafe 
Willard Pott’s Oro 
Marilyn Maynard 
Grant Wilson 

Mounds Club 
Dunes Boys 
Jules DeVorzon 
Jack Webb 

Ohio Villa 
Freddie Carlone Or 
Katz 


Paul & Petite 
Barbara Long 
Pol-Mar line 
Southern Tavera 
Ted King Ore 
Don Kaye 
Ubangi Club 
Tommy Barnes Ore 
Hertel Collins 
Ethel Avery 
Rose Morgan 
Sonny Carr 


DETROIT 


Jans & Lynton 
Frank Brooks 
Mary Jane 

Palm Beach 
Amos Jacobs 
Don Arden Line 
Eddie Rogers Ore 

Powatan 

Wesley Whiteh'se 
Barbara Long 
Winnie Hoveler Gle 
Sammy Dibert Ore 

Redford Ina 
Don Miller 


Sake 
Dancing Remos 
Johnny Hale 
Shirley Handler 
Dorothy Mayo 
Betty Robin 
Don Juan kodrico O 

San Diego 


June Carmen 
Page & Allen 
Geo Presnell 
Merle & Earl Ore 


Statler Hotel 
(Terrace Room) 


Frank Gagen Ore 


To-Jo Farms 
Hal Boorn Ore 
Walled Lake Casino 


Tommy Tucker Ore 
Amy Arnell 


Westwood Gardens 
Russ Morgan Orc 
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Lammers on Nudity 


Howard M. Lammers, new chairman of the Amusement Control com- 
mittee at the New York World’s Fair, has no reform ideas on nudity 
but he believes the amusement zone must get the family trade if it is 
He has had only two points of difference with the conces- 
sionnaires, he says, since going into the new job and one of these, on 
parking, has been definitely patched because he agreed to alter his 
Other is on the matter of brassieres, with the 
Lammers claims that this rule on wearing bras is 
not his, but it still remains a point of difference as to midway shows. 

Lammers indicated that it was his desire to operate the midway so 
that there would be no cause for police interference or arrests. He 
felt that any arrests in the amusement zone would give the amusement 
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other alleged hindrances, have | 
steamed up a group of concession- | 
naires to the point of threatening to | 
quit. 





to click. 


original drastic rule. 
rule still in doubt. 


zone a black eye. 


While not outlining his ideas officially, it is understood that Lammers 
favors a realistic handling of the nudity question at the fair. Elimina- 
tion of blatant ballyhooing for girl shows, much of which is worse than 
the shows themselves, and the ‘substitution of showmanship’ is expected 


to help. 


Besides Lammers as chairman, the Amusement Control setup in- 


cludes George P. Smith, Jr., Frank 
ment; John J. Sullivan, director of 
Additon, director of welfare. 


It has been pointed out to the committee that nudity and girl dancers 
were handled at the Chicago fair by spotting most of these shows in- | 


side of villages such as ‘Streets of 


took away the blatant aspects of any so-called dirty bally, leaving it 
up to patrons to decide what might be expected once inside the village. | 


Those principally affected since the 
order to ‘cover up’ about two weeks 
ago are operators of girl shows. 
Word has gotten around that nudity 
is taboo, which they charge is the 
reason for the steady decline in at- 
tendance, despite the upturn in Fair 
attendance. Other concessionnaires 
are feeling the effect of the ban. All 
seem to agree that girl shows draw 
visitors from the exhibit area, but 
with the femmes covered up par- 
tially at least, they are staying 
|}away from the zone. 

Perhaps the newest complaint is| 








| the charge that the fireworks display } 
(on Fountain Lake has resulted in| 
showers local only to the Fair. Dis- | 
| play is on for 15 minutes starting at | 
|10 p.m. Noticed that on three oc- | 
jcasions lately, rain fell at exactly | 
| 10:25. Claimed that the detonation | 
| of aerial bombs caused precipitation 
|from low-hanging clouds, with the 
result that, instead of turning to-| 
wards the concessions after the fire- | 
works visitors lam for New York. | 


E. Gates, of the treasury depart- 
public safety; and Miss Henrietta 


Paris’ and Oriental Village. This 





| On days of special admission for 








S.0.S. To Up Attendance 


|children, girl shows are ordered to 
|close until six o’clock. During a 
/meeting of suth concessionnaires | 
with Commander Howard M. Lam-| 
|mers, recently appointed, who or- 
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the management hopes to solve two 
pressing problems: (1) squawks from 
midway concessionaires about small | 
crowds; (2) counteract early adverse | 
publicity over high cost of the fair | 
that has seeped through the hinter- | 
lands. Both are continuing head- 
aches, with the exposition a loser 
when midway concessions fail to get | 
business, High-prices blast was'! 
doubly severe because of well-| 
known anti-New York attitude in| 
many spots throughout U. S. 

First 10 weeks attendance just 
about hit the 12,000,000 mark, not 
including nearly 600,000 school kids 
admitted free but including all types 
of passes issued (they average about 
32,000 daily). This means that the 
fair must get 38,000,000 additional 
customers in the next 16 weeks if it 
reaches even the conservative figure 
of 50,000,000 for the first year. At-| 
tendance now is averaging about. 
171,420 daily, which reduces to 
nearly 140,000 paid admissions daily. 
It is currently at the rate of 1,200,- 
000 weekly, which is way below ex- | 
pectations. Exposition is slated to 
shutter the last of October but not 
too much can be expected the final 
two weeks of the fair. If present 
pace is maintained, the Fair would 
wind up with little more than 33,- 
000,000, and not all of this would be | 
paid attendance. 

Revised Admissions 

Although not admitted as yet of- 
ficially, wrapped up in this sweep- 
ing drive for more attendance, is a 
plan to realign the admission scale. | 
This is definitely on the way, what | 
with bigger bargains offered groups | 
each succeeding week, but now tre- 
mendous pressure is on to install | 
the new scale quickly. 

It will possibly mean a cut to 50c 
at 9 p.m. The main exhibit area 
shuts down at 10, while the midway 
keeps going till 2 a.m., with the slash 
therefore helping the concessions. 

New admission scale should prove 
an automatic builder-upper for the 
midway. In keeping with the 
trimmed amusement zone scale, con- | 
cession people would be urged to | 
readjust their admussion prices to | 
take advantage of volume biz and, | 
at the same time, eliminate squawks | 
from visitors that attractions are. 
sealed too high. Fair already has an 
arrangement whereby tickets aver- 
age 60c for 1,500 lots, but not good 
on Saturdays and Sundays. New 
bargain arrangement calls for 500, 











tickets averaging 50c, and good any 
time. This new plan was set for 
final action this week. 

Campaign to bolster the Fair's at- 
tendance, highly disappointing to in- 
dustrial firms with millions invested, 

being rushed because of threat- 
ened financial difficulties at several 
midway attractions. Exposition does 
not want to take over the operation 
of any more shows because it has 
Plenty of coin already tied up in the 
amusement zone. Latest defection. 
Was the Children’s 


. World, with | 
urice Mermey stepping in as gen-| 
_ manager last week. Exposition | 
as a piece of Old New York, a full | 
stake in the Wild West show, opera- | 
ci of the Hall of Music and finan- | 
la] interest in several others. The | 
t Corp. would take over any | 
Ww threatening to close because of 
— difficulties rather than have | 
: ark spot on the midway. There | 
hate yeast three midway attractions | 
at have the distress signal out. 


_ presently and are due to fold unless the operators that outside displays 
| getting fresh coin or more business. | should be such “that if a nun passed 


!dered brassieres on all girls, he told 


ttendance at Congress of Beauty,|py, escorting ehildren 
elaborately operated show, has been | not take offence.’ , 
off for some time. 


they could 
Concession people, 
smarting under strict regulations, re- 


—z8 


Big Names and Showmanship Hypes 


Frisco Fair; Goedman Stays Month 





N. Carolina Carnies Taxed by All 


DOUBLE TROUBLE 





Towns Within Five Miles 


- 


Charlotte, N. C., July 11. 
It looks like double trouble—or | 








even triple or quadruple—for carnies 
coming 
| year. 


North Carolina this 
interpretation of an) 


into 
Under 


act passed by the last legislature, the | 
carnivals may be taxed by any town 
which is within five miles of their | 
| scene of operation. 


Law, as passed, was designed so | 


that towns could levy a tax rap on | 
carnies operating outside town lim- 
| its. 
| Operating within five miles of two or | 
more towns wasn’t considered at the | 
time, but under the interpretation it’s | 


Angle that they might be 


perfectly possible that as many as 
four municipalities could rap a car- 
ney at a single location. 


FAIRS BIG IN CANADA. 
WITH BETTER CROPS 





Regina, Sask., July 11. | 
Prospects for touring shows this | 


San Francisco, July 11, 
Best indication that fairgoers are 
responding in a big way to the re- 
vised setup at the Golden Gate In- 
ternational Exposition is to be found 
in mounting gate receipts at the 
Fair, and the tremendous success of 
Benny Goodman whose option has 
been taken up. Goodman will re- 
main at the expo for a month for 

which he will be paid $50,000. 
Big names inked for an engage- 
ment of a week or more in Treasure 


| Island Music Hall, a new 4,000 seater 


which is to be converted into a 
dance hall at night, include Edgar 


| Bergen and Charlie McCarthy; Jack 


Benny and his entire troupe, the Ritz 
Bros., Dick Powell, Alec Templeton 
and Kay Kyser who dedicates the 
new theatre when he opens there 
Friday (14). 


Negotiations are now under way 
to bring Bee Lillie, Katharine Cor- 
nell, Artie Shaw and Phil Harris or- 
chestras to appear in the new Music 
Hall. 

The new managing director, Dr. 
Charles Strub is also encouraging 
big exhibitors, who are radio spon- 
sors, to bring their productions to 


| the Fair. 


On July 4, the biggest day at the 





/ or when. 


Cutting the Nut 
Survey now is being made by de- 
partment heads to see if personnel 
can be trimmed when new budget | 
become: effective, July 20. Elimina- | 
tion of several hundred and possibly | 
pay trims, or both, are indicated in 





offing if biz does not build soon. 
Initial water stunt show, given last 


Sunday (9) on the Amusement Zone | 


lagoon, was an indication of the ef- 
forts by the exposition to draw peo- 


| ple to the midway. Show failed to 


get auy heavy advance publicity 
plug, however. 


Giant Causeway (Irish show), one | 


of laggards on midway from outset, 
this week called it a day, with a 
cabaret set to go in as soon as final 


| okay is given by the expo manage- 


ment this week. Fair does not in- 
tend to have the location dark more 
than one week because it’s a stra- 
getic spot in the amusement zone, 
about half-way through. 

Management of Merrie England 
was reported mulling possible change 
of policy at Globe theatre where 
condensed Shakespearean plays have 
been presented. Not definitely de- 
cided, though, if change will be made 
Merrie England was one 
of shows reported in the red recently 
and shutdown of Globe was contem- 
plated about 10 days ago as means 
of cutting down overhead, later 
changed. 

‘Headless Girl,’ new Dufour & 
Rogers attraction, is reported doing 
nicely bearing out contention that 
small admish fee is what the pub- 
lic wants (10c admission here). 

Girl and dancing shows continue 
| unabated but not uncovered as yet. 
| Amazons are no more. 
| them is Extasie, a midway concep- 
tion of Salome with a dusky dancer 
|featured. Tony Sarg’s Enchanted 
| Forest has been enlarged to include 


minded Lammers that some of the 
altogether statuary of both sexes in 
the exhibit area left nothing to the 
imagination. If the still life is o.k. 
under the name of art,’ 
wrong with their own artistic nudes? 

An example of how business has 
dived since the restrictions went in 
may be had from Crystal Lassies, the 
Norman Bel Geddes costly peep 
show which had been turning in a 
profit around $2,000 weekly. Even 
at that pace the chances of recaptur- 
ing the investment amounting to 
$110,000 was problematic. For the 
past two weeks it was stated the net 


what’s | 


summer were never as good in 15| Fair to date, not excepting the open- 
years, according to attendance rec-| ing, the expo took in $170,652 from 
ords at first exhibitions at Class B| all sources, including admissions, and 
fairs. Heavy rains this spring have | concessionaires took in $111,669. Of 
brought the ‘dust bowl’ out of that! this $8,000 was grossed at the horse 
category into likely bumper crop| Show alone. The horse show, which 
areas, so money is freer and people | Was expected to be a loss, has been 


happier. 

Goodman Wonder Shows at Moose | 
Jaw fair did good biz. Royal Ameri- 
can Shows at Brandon, Man., first of 


one of the biggest money-makers 
to date. During its 10-day engage- 
ment in the California Coliseum, 
which has a seating capacity in the 


Class A fairs in western two-month | Dabe of 10,000 the equestrian frolic 


jaunt, also good. 
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dropped to $200 to $300, and the con- 
cession is deemed hardly worth 
operating. 


Protest Meetings 


|ried about the failure to get steady 
patronage or even the crowds in the 
amusement zone streets from which 
to drum up biz, went into another 





In place of 


session yesterday (Tues.) in hopes of 
| getting action from the powers that 
ibe. There were about 150 present. 

The amusement zone operators 
were reported preparing an ultima- 
tum to the effect that if abuses and 
restrictions were not abated within 
48 hours, the concessions would be 
closed down. Included are the cafes 
in the area. 


Monday (10) night protesting con- 
cessionaires huddled for the purpose 
of talking over their troubles with 
the Fair management, the gathering 
representing 52 concessions in the 
amusement area. 

Nine girl show operators got to- 
gether last week and asked for mod- 
eration of edicts, demanding that the 
standards for the Fair should not be 
different from those on Broadway. 
They also asked that the admission 
nick of 75c. be pared, amusement 
men saying that 25c. would be about 





Concessionaires, now frankly wor- | 


te ea gg one shown in ‘fish- right, Talk of lowering the admis- 
owl miniature, sion to 50c. after 9 p.m. was men- 

Dali's ‘Dream of Venus’ continues tioned several times but nothing 
as a steady click as do Jack Sheri- came of the idea. Shows which sent 
dan’s ‘Magazine Cover voor te a | word they would rather quit than go 
ees, es pag ltl cer ion — ase yy in- 
sies, S clude Dali’s Dream of Venus, Con- 

° | * 

order. Last named represents an in- | gress of Beauty and Sun Worshippers, 
vestment of about $110,000, unusu-| Crystal Palace, Frozen Alive, Savoy 


| Aug. 1. 


‘this location. 


| Awakening.’ 


\the cops, sometimes at midnight or 


ally Jarge for a smatl show. 
Closing date of Wild West-Rodeo 
has been extended trom July 15 to | 
The Fair management has 
several propositions including an, 
open-air dance pavilion in line for | 
Show is proving the) 
old rule ‘they won’t go for a wild | 
west show at a fair,’ with the Fair 
Corp. dropping several hundred 


' thousand dollars there thus far. 


Old New York is shaping up and | 
now in the black. It has several | 
small shows inside the outer gate 
readying to open including Naughty 
Nana, a ‘keyhole affair,’ and ‘The 


No Nudes Is Bad News 
As Biz Keeps Dropping 


‘The World of Tomorrow’ may be 
the slogan of the New York World's 
Fair but so far as the midway con- 
cessionnaires are concerned it’s ‘the 
squawks of every day.’ Abrupt or- 
ders from the Fair's censor, if not 





later, calls to lengthy meetings and 


, blamed. As part of the campaign to 


Baliroom, Crystal 
Magazine Covers. 

Not a participant with the others 
was Amazons, in which John Krim- 
sky of the Fair management is in- 
terested. The show was thrown out 
completely July 4 and a new routine 
with different girls inserted. For a 
time the concession had no name but 
kept up ballyhooing just the same. 


Lassies, Living 


Special Show Biz Stunts 


Saturday and Sunday business 
over the past weekend at the fair | 
was rated bad, with excessive heat 


have more attention focused on the 
midway, John Krimsky, head of the 
exposition’s entertalnment, would 
have special events for such groups 
as songwriters, playwrights, chorus 
girls, nitery entertainers. screen 
stars, radio stars and band leaders. 
Special events division of the fair 


has played to almost capacity busi- 
ness at prices ranging from 55c to 
$2.20, 

Latest financial figures on conces- 
sion leaders up to June 10 were auto 


So Barnett Circus’ Bull Shot by Zoo! parking, $272,272; ‘Cavalcade of the 


Officials 





Pittsburgh, July 11. 
Barnett Bros.’ famous 
| Danny, is no more. 
dead here last Friday (7) on orders 
of Highland Park zoo Officials. 
year ago when the Barnett circus 
was in Pittsburgh, it ran into finan- 
cial difficulties and left Danny be- 
hind, a present to the zoo. 

But Danny and the zoo never got 
along. He was an ornery critter and 
caused the attendants more trouble 
than all of the other animals put 
together. Another circus recently 
heard of him and offered to take 
Danny off Pittsburgh’s hands. Zoo 
authorities breathed a sigh of relief 
and told the boys to come and get 
him. 





up to pack away Danny. He created 
a major riot, nearly kicked in the 
sides of the trucks and a couple of 
men with it. Try as they would, they 
couldn’t get him in the truck and he 
snorted his defiance at one and all. 
Zoo men finally decided it was no 
use, ordered Danny shot. 


Rose Files Nude Ranch 
Suit Vs. Sally Rand 


Billy Rose filed a $100,000 N. Y. 
supreme court action Thursday (6) 
against Sally Rand, claiming the 
plagiarism of his ‘Nude Ranch.’ 
Rose avers that he first used the 
nude ranch in his Texas Centennial 
in 1937, and that Miss Rand was a 
performer therein. 

He asserts that she is now using 
the idea in the San Francisco Fair, 
preventing him from doing so in 
> - 








Meyers’ Circus Folds 





Last Friday, a circus truck drove | 





Johnstown, O., July 11. 

Bill Meyers’ one-ring circus, or- | 
ganized following the closing of the | 
Walter L. Main circus at Canton, O., | 
a month ago, has folded because of | 
lack of biz after playing three weeks | 
in this territory. ; 

Show came to an end when the 
Rooney-Roming troupe, which had 
been doing the bulk of the program, 
and the Red Lunsford wild west quit. | 
There was little paper in advance of | 
the show and it was moving with 





already has framed a large contin- 
gent of radio stars, both New York 
and from other eities, to be high- 
lighted at one of the forthcoming 
special days. 


difficulty. New top being used for | 
the ring stock and kid show was re- 
claimed by the manufacturer and) 
rest of the equipment returned to | 
winter quarters in Akron. 


Golden West,’ $177,828 (‘Cavalcade’ 
grossed $5,678 July 4); Chinese Vil- 
lage, $124,916; Sally Rand’s Nude 


elephant, | Ranch, $108,379, and the Fine Arts 
He was shot} Palace, $90,767. 


Last week ‘Folies 
Bergere’ grossed $27,500, grabbing 


A| $6,512 on July 4 when ‘Bergere’ 
| played to 12,591 people. 


Midway 
| Was openea around 10 a.m., hours 
| earlier than customarily, on the 4*h, 
| but visitors stayed away to see the 
| parade. Fun section gets its biggest 
play after 1 p.m. It grossed around 
20% of the 4th attendance. 

Up until Friday (7), a total of 
4,780,824 have visited the expo since 
it opened on Feb. 18. Biggest atten- 
dance to date was during the first 
four days of July when over 312,000 
paid their way into the Fair. About 
75,000 more, including the entire 
personnel of the fleet and those in 
parades, were passed through the 
gate. This figure was far above ex- 
pectations, considering the poor 
weather prevalent during the four- 
day stretch. Approximately 111,000 
vehicles crossed the Bay Bridge dur- 
ing the four-day holiday, while ap- 
proximately 50,000 used the Golden 
Gate span. Figures from the comp- 
troller’s office have revealed that 
$313,000 was spent on the Fair 
grounds by the holiday visitors, 


Concessionaires’ Ultimatum 


Concessionaires Association, which 
has laid down an ultimatum to the 
expo brass hats that they want a 
showdown on policy matters by July 
12 intend to carry through their 
threat of a strike if matters aren't 
settled by that time. Concession- 
aires also want to know what the 
expo’s stand will be on making a 
demolition charge before the Fair 
closes. Nude shows on the Island 
came in for some attention late last 
week when one arrest was made 
and eight warrants were served. 

Will Wright and Carl Holt are ae- 
eused of having left the Greenwich 
Village flat, reportedly owing per- 
formers and concessionaires $8,000. 
When Harry Seber and Johnny 
Castle left the same show some 
weeks ago, something like $26,000 
was Said to be owing claimants dur- 
ing their regime. In order to keep 
the Village open over the holidays, 
R. W. Harvey, general manager of 
the West Oakland Theatres, Inc., is 
said to have paid $1,700 due to en- 
a for week ending Friday 
(30). 

Willard F. Tunney has been ape- 
pointed managing director Strub’s 
new assistant. Tunney will assume 
charge of part of the administrative 
work and will be under Gwynne 


| Wilson, Strub’s executive aide. 
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